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FULLER NEWS 

Sporting provision and success at WBGS has 
always been a priority of the school. Last year we 
fielded 89 teams in 602 fixtures in 14 different 
sports. We are passionate about participation in 
sport and we encourage all of the boys to get 
involved, with every Year 7 boy provided with an 
opportunity to play in a competitive fixture. Last 
season, our 1st XV reached the final of the County 
Cup and our U15 team reached the quarter final 
of the National Plate.  
 
We have won 7 County Cups in cricket in the last 
6 years. We are comfortably the best state school 
for cricket in the whole county with a percentage 
win-loss ratio that Captain Joe Root could only 
dream of and our successes are mounting with a 
superb Academy programme which has helped 
to bring on our junior players. Our success in this 
sport has been recognised through our inclusion 
in the Cricketer magazine’s top 100 schools guide 
2019 – one of a handful of state schools to 
achieve that accolade. 
 
Hockey has always been a great strength of the 
school and we regularly feature in the top 10 
state schools in the country, having won at the 
nationals three times. Last year our 1st XI 
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progressed through to the quarter final of the 
National Plate competition, losing to the 
eventual champions. 
 
In our other sports we’ve met with success in 
cross country, basketball, athletics, sailing and 
swimming. Finishing 8th overall in the country, 
our senior tennis team made the national finals 
in Bolton for the first time in 2016 which was a 
tremendous achievement and then they 
repeated their journey to the finals again in 
2018, improving upon their record by finishing 
4th in the country.  
 
To sustain and build upon these successes, we 
are planning to invest in our facilities and you 
can read more about our fundraising campaign 
in this issue of Fuller News. 
 
Ian Cooksey 
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Thomas Mohan (2010-2017) has recently 
received his invitation to Buckingham Palace to 
receive his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. 
 
Alex Edmund (2002-2009) is a Captain in the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. He has taken part in 
reburial parties for the centenary of the end of 
World War I throughout the year, including those 
attended by the Prime Minister. 
 

 
 
Anees Taj (2007-2012) has just returned from 
Monterrey, Mexico. He was selected to box for the 
National England (Alliance) Team, against Team 
Mexico under the WBC Amateur Rules, in which 
he fought against the best Super Heavyweight 
that Mexico had to offer. He won the bout via 
Unanimous Decision, and performed well.  
 
Jack Haddow (2004-2011) has recently become 
a Member of the Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors (MRICS) to add to his BA and MSc. 
 
Alexander Williams (1995-2002) has recently 
become President of the newly formed Humanist 
Teacher Network, part of Humanists UK. If you 
have questions, invitations, resources to share or 
a story for their newsletter please email Alex on 
teachers@humanism.org.uk.  
 
We are sad to report the passing of Bob Wade 
(WBGS 1953-60). Bob was a stalwart of the Old 
Fullerians’ Association and a former WBGS 
Governor. On leaving school, Bob joined the OFA 
and was a member all his life, helped to found the 
Old Fullerians’ Golf Society and captained 
Fullerians’ RFC. His four sons all attended WBGS 
and are active OFA members. 
 

 

 

Old Boy news 

 

The Annual OFA Dinner – book 
your place now! 
 
On Saturday 12th January, Joe England (WBGS 
1996-2003), the Chairman of the Old 
Fullerians’ Association, invites you to the Old 
Fullerians' Annual Dinner, open to all alumni.  
 
Held in the School Hall with guest speaker 
Nigel Williams from Jazz FM, this is a great 
opportunity to meet up with old friends from 
your year, network, and hear how the school is 
progressing from the Headmaster and captains 
of the sports teams.  
 
If you are interested in attending, tickets are 
£40 per head. Dress code for the evening is 
dinner suit, lounge suit or OFA blazer. There 
will be a bar supplying drinks at competitive 
prices. Please email Joe 
(jhgengland@gmail.com) for further details. 
 

Careers Talks 
We have continued with our programme of 
Careers Talks this year, with two lunchtime 
presentations having taken place so far with 
more to follow.  
 
The first was by Richard Lyne who is a Colonel 
in the British Army. The second one was by 
David Coombs who is a Chartered Accountant, 
currently working as a Finance Director / Chief 
Finance Officer. The school is very grateful to 
old boys who have volunteered their time. If 
you would like to give a careers talk at school, 
please email alumni@watfordboys.org.  
 

Leavers  
185 of our leavers this summer made 
successful university applications, including 11 
who went to Oxford and Cambridge 
universities. Well done to all our recent leavers 
and we hope you enjoy your first issue of 
Fuller News. 
 
So far this year we have processed UCAS 
applications for 52 pupils, including 49 for 
Oxbridge and Medicine. 
 

mailto:teachers@humanism.org.uk
mailto:jhgengland@gmail.com
mailto:alumni@watfordboys.org
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The Maughan-Williams Cup, 7th December 

On Friday 7th December at 7pm the 1stXV will be playing against Queen Elizabeth Barnet School in the 
Maughan-Williams Cup. The trophy has been named after John Williams (WBGS) and David Maughan 
(QEB). Both are recently retired long serving staff members of their respective schools who over their 
years devoted much of their time to the development of rugby in their schools as well as Hertfordshire 
and England representative rugby.  

This will be the first time this trophy has been contested for between WBGS and QEB. There is a long 
standing friendship and rugby rivalry between the two schools and we plan a large turnout in 
support. The match will be hosted at Finchley Rugby club with kick-off at 7pm. The bar will be 
open and we would love to have as many Old Fullerians there as possible to support the team. 

To whet your appetite, here is the match report from the first recorded rugby game between the two 
schools, from the 1923 edition of the Fullerian:  

  

In other rugby news, the 1stXV rugby team are also through to the regional final of the National 
Schools Bowl. At time of writing they are set to play Glyn School from Epsom, and a win here will see 
them progress through to the quarter-finals of the competition.  

The team also won the Hertfordshire County Plate on 3rd October at the one day tournament held by 
Haileybury School; a win against Verulam School in the final secured victory. 
 
 
The Development Rugby Squad played their first game of the season with an impressive 38-17 win 
over Tring School 1stXV. This is the first indication of what an exciting senior rugby side we should 
have in the coming 2019-20 season. 
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Rugby continued 
 
The highlight for our U15's so far this season is a 
36-19 victory away at Merchant Taylors school 
which has given the boys some excellent 
confidence heading into the rest of the season. 
 
A historic Year 7 Inter-House Rugby tournament 
saw Rée House win the A team tournament, 
competing in the competition for the first time! 
Groves were the overall winners of the 
tournament. There was some excellent rugby on 
show and we are very excited for what the future 
holds for the new Year 7 cohort. U12 fixtures will 
begin after the half-term break with A,B,C and D 
teams all in action. 

 
 
As of the end of October we have seen 68 rugby 
fixtures across 24 teams offering the opportunity 
for over 350 boys to represent the school on the 
rugby field.  
 
The annual Leavers vs Old Boys game at the end 
of August was also a triumph. The leavers started 
strongly, but the old boys fought back hard and 
won the game. 

 
 
 

News from around the school  

Music 
 
One of the highlights for the Music Department, 
at the end of the summer term, was the Music 
Tour to the Rhineland, featuring the Big Band, 
Senior Strings, Senior Orchestra and Senior 
Wind Band. We were blessed with five days of 
scorching hot weather enabling us to play 
outside at Bad Munster and Bad Bertrich where 
the crowds were extremely generous with their 
support for us.  
 
We also enjoyed playing in the Florinskirche in 
the centre of Koblenz, where the resonating 
acoustic of the venue was most impressive. Our 
students were a real credit to the school, 
helping to display the skills of some of our 
talented musicians further afield! 
 

 
 

School Houses 
 
We have seen our House Captains host their 
first whole House assemblies this half term. 
Useful and thought provoking information 
regarding our School Charities were 
highlighted, whilst also encouraging each year 
group to hold a fund raising event. Rée House 
had their historic 1st House assembly with 7R 
and L6R taking the time to meet each other 
with a hand shake at the end. 
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We are pleased to announce the launch of a 
new campaign to raise money for a new 
astroturf on the main school site. Those 
familiar with recent developments at the 
school will be aware of the recent opening of 
the STEM Centre to boost our science and 
maths offering, and other departments in the 
school have benefitted from recent 
refurbishment. 
 
Our programme of capital development over 
the past ten years has, through necessity, 
focused on updating facilities and buildings 
that were no longer fit for purpose, and 
expanding the space available to teach an 
increased number of students from 
September 2018. It is with this goal in mind 
that our attention now turns to our sports 
facilities. 
 
The school’s changing rooms have been 
undergoing a sorely needed expansion and 
upgrade thanks to an external grant. This has 
increased the capacity for boys to get 
changed for sports at the main site, and made 
the facilities more modern and less cramped 
and unhygienic.  
 
Once the changing rooms are completed we 
will commence an additional extension to the 
main sports block which will create a 
function room – the Main School Pavilion – 
that will overlook the astroturf and main field 
and enable the viewing of school sports, to 
match the facilities available at the New Field. 
 
 

Sports Development Campaign Launches 

To improve the space available for playing 
sport, an extension to the existing astroturf 
pitch has also been approved for 
development, and this is where external 
assistance for funding is required.  
 
This will not only be a huge asset to the boys 
playing competitive sport, but also during 
break and lunch times - where the astroturf 
is hugely popular for playing football with 
friends.  
 
With the increased numbers of boys in the 
school, these play spaces are an important 
way of ensuring there are sufficient facilities 
for boys to play outside and stay active. 
 
The current pitch is too small to host 
competitive hockey fixtures and the 
proposed extension will provide a larger 
area to enable two games of mini hockey to 
be played, as specified by England Hockey. 
The number of tennis courts will also be 
increased.  
 
The plan below shows how the extension to 
the sports centre will impact the existing 
building, and clearly marks out the extra 
space that the all weather pitch will have. 
Where trees are being removed to make 
space for the new pitch, new trees will be 
planted, increasing the total number of trees 
on site overall. 
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Opportunities to give 
We are offering old boy donors to the campaign some special incentives to give to this important 
campaign. We need to raise at least £100,000 towards the total cost of the new astroturf so please 
do consider a donation of whatever you can afford in order to keep our school sport at the high 
standard we have enjoyed for decades, particularly if you have fond memories of sport at WBGS. 
 

 £250+ donation:  

o Donors of this amount will receive their name (or company name) on a board in the 

new sports pavilion 

o Invitation to donor reception 

 Larger donors: 

o Bespoke packages to be agreed on an individual basis, with a separate plaque for 

donors of £1000 or more and reduced rates for facilities hire at the school. 

How to donate 
 Please make out cheques to ‘Watford Fuller Foundation’ and fill out the donation and Gift Aid 

form on the next page or as attached to this newsletter. Please note that a completed 
donation form needs to be returned with all cheques. 

 Alternatively, follow the instructions on the donation form to arrange an online transfer for 
your donation. 

 To discuss a bespoke donation, email alumni@watfordboys.org and mark it ‘Sports 
Campaign’. 

 

 

Recognise someone in the photos? Tell us 
at alumni@watfordboys.org 

1981 – ‘the unbeaten U13 XI’  

1960 Cross Country team 

The Hockey XI, 1981 

1960 Rugby 1
st

 XV 

Memories of Sport at WBGS 

mailto:alumni@watfordboys.org
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SPORTS DEVELOPMENT APPEAL 
Please return to:  Ms Rendall, Development Director,  

Watford Grammar School for Boys, Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts, WD18 7JF 
I wish to donate:  

 

£50.00 
 

£100.00 

 

£250.00 

           

                   £ ______________ 

 

Name: Email Address: Telephone Number: 
 

 
  

FOR DONATIONS OF £250 OR MORE: 
Please enter the name* you would like displayed in the Sports Pavilion: 

 

Name to go on Plaque: 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                           (*  Please note the School reserves the right to request an amendment to this name if necessary) 
 

 

             
 
 

 
I am an Old Boy 
of the School 

 

         
 
 

 
I am a parent 
of a boy of 
the School 

 

         Other:   ____________________________-
______________ 

 

          (please state relationship to the school, if you are happy to do so) 

 
        Donation by Cheque:   

 
Please make your cheque payable to Watford Fuller Foundation & attach it to this 
form. 

 

        On-Line Donation: 
 

Bank: Account Name: Account No: Sort Code 
 

NatWest 
 

Watford Fuller 
Foundation 

 

86438662 
 

60-22-40 

Use Payment Reference: OR: Enter Payment Reference Used: Date Payment Made: 

SPORT [+ your surname]   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND DONATION. Please fill in the next section to enable the School 

to claim Gift Aid on this, if your tax position allows. NB: Donations made from a company bank 
account will be treated as Non-Gift Aided. 

GIFT AID 

 Boost Your Donation By 25p Of Gift Aid For Every £1 You Donate: 
Please tick the box to enable the Watford Fuller Foundation 

to reclaim Gift Aid from the tax you pay in the current tax year. 
 

Title: 
        

                 Mr             Mrs              Ms               Dr       DECLARATION: 
 I am a UK tax payer and I understand that if I pay less 
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on my donation, 
it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

 

   ________________________________________ 
(Signature) 

 

First 
Name: 

 

 

Surname: 
 

 

 
Address: 

  
____________________________________________ 
 
 

_____________________    Post Code: ____________ 
 

 

 
 
 
 

HR             LB  
  

Please notify the school if you: 
1) Want to cancel this declaration. 
2) Change your name or home address. 
3) No longer pay sufficient tax on your Income and/or Capital Gains. 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must 
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment Tax Return or ask HM Revenue & Customs to adjust your tax code. 
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Help us to reach more Old Boys 

‘Fuller News’ is distributed twice a year by Watford Grammar School for Boys and is designed to help 
forge greater links with our thousands of Old Boys across the country and around the world. 
 
The school is always interested in hearing from former students, and would particularly like to hear 
from anyone who would be willing to contribute their time or resources to help current pupils. To 
express interest, please contact our alumni team on alumni@watfordboys.org or 01923 208900 ext 
272.  
 
To get in touch by post, please contact: Hollie Rendall, Development Director, Watford Grammar 
School for Boys, Rickmansworth Road, Herts WD18 7JF.  
  

Tell your friends about Fuller News 

We know that many of our Old Boys stay in close 
contact with their friends from school for the rest 
of their lives. If you enjoy receiving Fuller News, 
please pass it on and ask your friends to sign up 
to receive future issues too. 
 
We always welcome news from (or about) Old 
Boys. Send any news to the alumni team via 
alumni@watfordboys.org 
 
 

You can also stay in contact with Watford 
Grammar School for Boys through our social 
media channels. 
 
Follow the school on Twitter at 
@wbgsexcellence and on Instagram at 
@watfordgrammarboys 
 
Search for ‘Watford Grammar School for Boys 
Alumni’ on Facebook to join our group and ‘like’ 
our page. 
 

 
 

mailto:alumni@watfordboys.org
mailto:alumni@watfordboys.org
https://twitter.com/WBGSExcellence
https://www.instagram.com/watfordboysgrammar/

