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Headmaster’s Update 

Welcome to the winter 

2020 edition of the Fuller 

News.  It has been a whole 

year since our last edition 

in winter 2019; unfortu-

nately it was not possible 

to produce our Summer 

2020 issue.   In all of the 

School’s 316 years’ history, 2020 may well stand to be 

unlike any other as we have faced quite extraordinary 

times.   

 

The Covid-19 pandemic began the year, as it unfurled 

across the world, its impact has affected all of our daily 

lives.  Never before has the school motto Sperate parati 

been so actively embraced.  The School was forced to 

close its doors and send staff and students home during 

the first phase of lockdown, something as an institution 

we have only recorded once before in 1918 during the 

outbreak of the Great flu pandemic when archives note 

the school was forced to close for 2 weeks.   Alas, the 

impact on the normal school life was considerably long-

er than 2 weeks, however, unlike our teaching counter-

parts in 1918, we were able to embrace technology and 

our students’ academic journey continued virtually.   

 

The site team worked tirelessly throughout the spring 

and summer adding and updating facilities to ensure 

that we could safely welcome students back to school in 

September.  Risk assessments and plans were carried 

out with military precision and included the provision of 

new one-way systems and hand washing facilities with 

the addition of a number of outdoor sinks in the quads.   

 

Covid-19 has certainly created many challenges but we 

continue to overcome them, thanks to the dedicated, 

tenacious and positive spirit of our staff and student 

body. 

 

During the initial lockdown, the boys of key-workers 

continued to attend school and in September we 

opened the gates to the full cohort.  Students returned 

with new gusto for learning and an even deeper appre-

ciation of their education at Watford Boys. 

Many elements of school life have been affected but 

still, awards continue to be earned, we can’t have com-

petitions with other schools, but sport is very much alive 

and there may be ‘bubbles’ restricting movement 

around the school but numerous extra-curricular clubs 

are still taking place.  We were unable to host our tradi-

tional open morning for prospective parents but instead 

managed to create a virtual open day experience. It is 

also with much regret that we were unable to host our 

usual array of alumni events but I know we will relish 

them all the more on their return. 

I hope you enjoy this edition and appreciate that whilst 

Covid-19 may have been the negative backdrop to 2020, 

regardless of this, Watford Grammar School for Boys has 

continued to be a place of academic learning, develop-

ment, growth and community. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our 

Old Boys, families and supporters a safe and Happy 

Christmas. 

 

Mr. Ian Cooksey 

HEADMASTER 
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News from around the school 

UPDATE FROM THE DRAMA BURSARY 

A scary ultimatum was presented to arts bodies all 

across the country earlier this year. Adapt and survive or 

don’t and...without wanting to sound too dramatic the 

start of this school year has proved no less than chal-

lenging for the world, the country and our WBGS.  

 

Originally years 7-9 and 10-13 came and enjoyed drama 

club together, this has had to change due to year group 

bubbling in school. While this was a great shame and 

the diversity of the groups has been diminished, I per-

sonally have got to know each year group much more 

closely. Now offering a club each day for every year 

group has allowed for a lot more focussed work and ex-

ploration in the sessions. 

 The students are naturally showing great resilience and 

arriving with the same enthusiasm and vigour as ever. 

I’ve had particular success with the uptake of the new 

year 7’s who, some 30 strong, descend on me every 

Tuesday afternoon with their latest inspired view on the 

world around them. From the sessions so far am I fur-

ther confident in their importance to those that attend 

in helping them express themselves and blow off steam 

from a regular day. With extra anxieties from the cur-

rent situation mounting, having an environment of free-

dom and fun is invaluable.  

The bubbling of year groups also meant at the start of 

term each year group had to remain within their as-

signed part of the building or outside. Naturally this 

meant some exercises had to be scrapped or confined to 

a classroom and I had to raise my voice a little more 

than usual when playing ‘stop, jump, go’ in gale force  

 

winds in the playground. With thanks to the site team 

however each group now has access to the wonderful 

Theatre space, which is a hugely welcomed change for 

us all.  

 With the success of last year's upper school pro-

duction ‘DNA’, I had big plans for this term as well which 

have inevitably been cut short by COVID-19. Even my 

further work-around plans, a series of filmed produc-

tions by each drama club to be put together as a Christ-

mas variety movie, has been scuppered by a further 

lockdown. The second lockdown came with rulings that 

prevented afterschool activities. In the absence of the  

clubs now, I have sent out a reading list which contains 

plays and wider reading on Theatre for those that are 

interested.  

The future is uncertain, my plans remain hopeful and 

extravagant and the summer presents new opportuni-

ties and spaces. I have spoken to some other depart-

ments and started the murmuring of an outdoor pro-

duction potentially involving 

the amphitheatre space in 

the quad. I will endeavour 

to make something happen 

regardless, because without 

fear of being cheesy, the 

show must go on.  

Mr. Campion  

Dramatist in Residence  

Sports News 
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The PE and games department have adapted and modi-

fied our provision to keep up to date with changing guid-

ance and managed to offer a broad range of activities in 

a safe and secure environment. The early autumn saw 

cricket and other traditional summer activities being 

played at School, with cricket fixtures a welcome sight in 

September. 

Hockey and Rugby have been adapted, with a greater 

focus on skills and safe competition in the form of 

adapted small sided games. We recognise the physical 

and mental health benefits that physical activity brings 

and we hope that pupils have been able to participate in 

activities that have been enjoyable this term. 

As we look toward the spring term, it is our hope that 

we can start to return to our more traditional provision, 

with the potential for increased extra-curricular activi-

ties and a return of some inter-school sport.  

Mr. Dyson 

Head of Physical Education  



News from around the school 
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PLATINUM SAFETY-MARK AWARD 

Watford Grammar 

School for Boys has 

been recognised by The 

National Safety Certifi-

cation Scheme for 

Schools, known as Safe-

tyMARK, as having 

‘excellent’ safety stand-

ards. 

 The SafetyMARK 

scheme aims to provide guidance for schools and to rec-

ognise and reward those schools that have gone the 

extra mile to create a safe environment for staff, pupils, 

visitors and contractors. After a rigorous independent 

audit the school was able to demonstrate that it has first 

class levels of safety management and compliance and, 

in doing so, achieved the highest platinum SafetyMARK 

award for excellence. 

COMPUTING NEWS 

Our annual Cyber 

Discovery Club has 

gone virtual (it sort 

of goes with the 

territory!). Backed 

by HM Government 

and GCHQ, Cyber Discover is composed of a number of 

stages each made-up of increasingly difficult challenges 

which have been designed to introduce the students to 

the world of cyber security. This involved solving some 

fiendishly difficult cyber security challenges. Twenty-

nine students successfully made it through to the next 

stage of the Cyber Games.   

Amongst those students is our resident cyber discovery 

expert Hamish Starling, who has for the past two years 

achieved selection for the national Elite Camp which 

takes place at UK universities over the summer. Hamish 

is one of only 200 students nationally (out of 30,000 

each year), who have managed to qualify for this stage 

which not only demonstrates the level of competition 

but his cyber security credentials; well done Hamish!!  

Mr. Adcock 

Head of Computing & ICT 

 

 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!  
Unfortunately, it was not possible to host our annual 

open morning this year because of restrictions imposed 

by the virus so the school took the silver screen instead 

– well, You Tube. Production company Red Fern Films 

came into the school over a three week period to pro-

duce a video that would act as the ‘Virtual Open Morn-

ing’.  The boys did a fantastic job to represent the school 

and gave intelligent, articulate and considered answers 

in their responses to the Director.  The video is available 

to watch on the school website and even includes some 

stunning aerial drone footage, follow this link: 

www.watfordboys.org/Virtual_Open_Morning_Film 

THANKS & FAREWELLS 

We bid farewell to 2 longstanding members of staff this 

year, Head of Chemistry Mrs. Olivia Wallis has left after 

16 years and the Geography department said a sad 

goodbye to Mr Matthew Grinham after 18 years with 

the school.  We wish these much treasured long-term 

members of our team all the best for the future.  For full 

details of staff leavers please see pages 96-97 of The 

Fullerian magazine 2019-2020. 

ANNOUNCMENT OF 20/21 PREFECTS  
Congratulations to our newly appointed Head Boy,  

Deputy Head Boys and Senior Prefects team. 

Head Boy: Ali Shah 

Deputy Head Boys: James Foley, James Haddo  and 

Aarush Lal 

http://www.watfordboys.org/Virtual_Open_Morning_Film.aspx


Cover Story 

Martyn Brewster, who attended Watford Boys from 

1963 to 1970, has recently had a successful exhibition 

of his works at the Waterhouse & Dodd Gallery, New 

York. This was his first US solo show, after five success-

ful shows in London. The exhibition entitled Light & 

Harmony contains abstract paintings strongly linked to 

the English landscape tradition 

 

After leaving Watford Grammar School for Boys Martyn  

went on to achieve his undergraduate degree from 

Brighton Polytechnic where he studied under Dennis 

Creffield. 

His very early work was informed by his tuition and 

was both expressionistic and figurative, although his 

interest in abstract art was very apparent by the mid-

1970s. After taking a post-graduate degree in print 

making, Brewster began exhibiting regularly in London 

and further afield. His early influences included the 

Abstract Expressionists but also abstract art from main-

land Europe, particularly artists such as Nicolas de Staël 

and Serge Poliakoff. He retains a particular admiration 

for John Hoyland’s work and that of the St Ives School.  

 

His emergence in the 1980s coincided with a renewed 

interest in neo-classical figurative work, and as an 

avowed abstract painter he found himself out of step 

with current trends. However, he began exhibiting regu-

larly at the Warwick Arts Trust in London which at the 

time was a haven for British abstract painting, and there 

he regularly exhibited alongside more senior figures 

such as John Hoyland and Gillian Ayres. During this time 

he began exhibiting with the Jill George Gallery and en-

joyed a highly successful 26 year exhibition career with 

the gallery before joining Waterhouse & Dodd in 2011. 

With W&D Brewster has held 5 solo exhibitions in our 

Cork Street and Albemarle Street galleries. 

Martyn has had retrospective exhibitions at the Russell–

Cotes Art Gallery and Museum, 1997; the Royal West of 

England Academy, 2001; and the Study Gallery of Mod-

ern Art, Poole, 2003, amongst others. He has won nu-

merous awards and has work in private, public and cor-

porate collections worldwide. Public collections include 

the Victoria & Albert Museum, British Museum, Russell–

Cotes Art Gallery and Museum, Arts Institute at Bourne-

mouth and Bournemouth University. 

"My primary concern has always been with painting. I 

have never ceased to be fascinated and enthralled by 

the tactile and evocative qualities of paint. Early on, I 

developed a particular interest in colour and abstraction 

which is the key to my work, coupled with a lyrical and 

poetic response to both nature and the medium.” 

 

Martyn’s paintings and drawings explore the coastal 

light of the south coast of Dorset where he has lived and 

worked since leaving London in the early 1990s. 

 

Front cover features ‘Night Music ' 150x 150 cm oil on 

canvas, private collection USA. 
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OLD BOY ARTIST CELEBRATES INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS 

Martyn Brewster 

Martyn’s artwork featured in The Times newspaper 



From the archives 

Do you remember what the school used to look like? 

The school has changed in appearance over the decades . The addition of the modern Science, Technology, Engi-

neering and Mathematics (STEM) Centre has ensured that whilst Watford Boys celebrates its rich history, the 

School has one foot firmly placed in the future.  It really is remarkable to see the changes that have happened over 

the decades.  Take a look at these ‘now and then’ photographs from the archives.  
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Old Boy News and Updates 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHARE 

YOUR STORY? 

We are looking for Old Boys to write accounts of their 

time at Watford Boys and describe how the School im-

pacted the rest of their careers and personal lives.  

Whether you left in 1956 or 2016, we are keen to hear 

from you.  We would like to create profiles of Old Boys 

and share your journeys with our alumni and school 

community.   If you are interested in writing a piece to 

be featured in a future edition of the Fuller News please 

contact Miss Donna Connolly. 

 

MEDICS AND DENTISTS 

We are pleased to announce that Kyle Shah in Lower 

Sixth form has been elected as the president of the 

school’s Medic & Dental Society.  Full of enthusiasm for 

the new role, Kyle is keen to organise Q&A sessions 

(delivered virtually at the moment) to inspire all of the 

aspiring medics and dentists amongst the boys.  If any 

medical professionals would be willing to share their 

experiences please get in touch.   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Do you have a technology background?  If so we have an 

exciting opportunity to volunteer with some of our A-

Level students.   

We only require a couple of hours of your time across 

the total two year A-Level course and we need you to 

offer help and direction in a project client capacity.  

We need  various people with the following skills: 

 Automotive engineering expertise x 1 

 Architects x 2 

 Furniture or interior design expertise x 2 

 Aerospace engineer or similar x 1  

If you feel you have something to offer,  please get in 

touch. 

 

THE OFA ANNUAL DINNER 

Alas, the restrictions of Covid-19 strike again and we 

regret to inform that the Annual OFA Dinner will not be 

able to take place in January 2021.  This event will be 

sorely missed but ideas are afoot for an alternative 

alumni event, possibly for summer 2021.   

DID YOU GO ON TO STUDY 

P.R.E. AT UNIVERSITY? 

Tanya Charlton the Head of PRE is on the hunt for Old 

Boys who went on to study Philosophy, Region and Eth-

ics. She is keen to find former students who would be 

willing to make a short video on what they studied at 

University, what they do now and why they studied 

PRE? The aim is to show where the study of PRE can 

lead to.  If you would be willing to contribute please get 

in touch. 

 

 

GET IN TOUCH 

& KEEP IN CONTACT 

Miss Donna Connolly has been recently appointed to the 

position of External Relations and Fundraising Coordina-

tor. If you have any questions about alumni, ideas for 

fundraising or are generally interested in supporting the 

school please contact Donna in writing to the school 

address,  by email to: alumni@watfordboys.org or call 

01923 802 900. 

 

TIME FOR GIVING 

2020 has been a turbulent and trying time for so many.  

The long-term success and rich history of Watford 

Grammar School Boys is undoubtedly in a large part ow-

ing to the generous support provided by the charitable 

giving of our alumni and current families.  The impact of 

Covid-19 has resulted in the cancellation of all of the 

fundraising events that would ordinarily take place.   

 

This year we are focusing on raising funds for much 

needed new mini-buses.  If you would be willing to 

make a donation please complete the form below and 

post to: Miss Donna Connolly, Fundraising, Watford 

Grammar School for Boys, Rickmansworth Road, 

Watford, Hertfordshire, WD18 7JF. 

Alternatively, you can complete your form securely 

online using the link to this Form here: Online Donation 

Form https://forms.gle/U59esWzbxAXWmfiK8 

Thank you for your generosity. 
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Fundraising Campaign 2021 
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