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FULLER NEWS           

Following on from my first headship at Dr 

Challoner’s High School, I have now been in post 
here at Watford Boys for nearly two years. During 
that time I have met a number of alumni and, 
almost without exception, they talk about their 
experiences with considerable affection. It is easy 
to see why that might be the case. After just a 
short time I can already say that Watford Boys is 
under my skin and will soon be coursing through 
my bones like lettering in a stick of rock. 

As the new Headmaster I am very keen to forge 
greater links with our alumni across the country 
and around the world. Although the school is 
constantly changing and developing to provide an 
education for the present day, this is still your 
school and I am keen for you to have pride and a 
stake in its continued success. 

Watford Grammar School for Boys is a leading 
school in the UK. Our school is consistently 
amongst the highest performing state schools in 
the country at GCSE and at A Level. Most 
importantly, we provide a rich and impressive 
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extra-curricular offer which rivals that of most 
independent schools. 
 
Whilst the ethos of the school has changed very 
little over the years, many returning alumni have 
commented upon the significant and impressive 
transformation of our facilities – this continues 
with the development of our new STEM centre and 
further plans for our sports facilities and the 
quads. 
 
This newsletter is the first communication in a 
revamped approach to keeping in touch with our 
alumni. We include a form for you to update your 
details and preferences; please take a moment to 
review this. We warmly welcome contact from Old 
Boys of any era; whether you feel you could offer 
advice or expertise to our current students, or 
simply want to share your memories of the school. 
I am looking forward to hearing from many more 
alumni. 

Summer  2017 

 

By Ian Cooksey, Headmaster 
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Old Boy Updates 

Fergus Cumming (2000-2007) completed this 
year’s London Marathon in the elite time of 2 
hours and 41 minutes, qualifying him for an 
Oxford Blue in the process as he completes his 
PhD there. He also competes on the Oxford 
University Triathlon team. 
 
Alex Lozowski (2004-2011) plays rugby for 
Saracens, who have just retained their European 
title, and by the publication of this newsletter is 
set to have achieved his first cap. He was 
nominated for the Rugby Players’ Association’s 
Young Player of the Year Award. 
 

 
Alex Lozowski, 2004-11 alumnus 

 
Frederick (Freddy) Stokes (2005-2011) recently 
passed the Admiralty Interview Board and has 
started officer training in Dartmouth on the 1st of 
May to join the logistics section of the Royal Navy. 
 
Tim Bond (2006-2013) played for Cambridge in 
their Varsity rugby match this year while a 
student at Pembroke College. 
 
Peter Pickford (2008-2015) has been selected to 
represent Great Britain in water polo. While at the 
school he represented English schools 
internationally. 
 
 
 

 

Eric Albone MBE (1951-1959) has been awarded 
the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays, 
by the Government of Japan for his significant 
contribution to strengthening and developing 
relations between the UK and Japan through the 
Clifton Scientific Trust. 
 
Lt Col James Beere (1990-1997) has been 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in the shortest 
amount of time possible since graduating from the 
Military Academy Sandhurst. 
 
Ben Pugh (1992-1999) is a film producer, and has 
produced the upcoming film S.M.A.R.T. Chase 
starring Orlando Bloom. 
 
Steven Bland (1998-2005) is a sustainability 
consultant. He is one-third of Mojo Velo – mobile 
journalists on bicycles on a grueling 15,000km 
trans-African expedition from Cape Town, South 
Africa to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia producing high 
quality documentary shorts on the move. 
  

 
Steven Bland, 1998-2005 alumnus 

 
The Sam Keen Foundation, in memory of Sam 
Keen (1995-2002 alumnus) who died in 2011, has 
raised over £465,000 for melanoma research at 
the Royal Marsden. A team of friends and family of 
Sam have recently cycled from Watford to 
Leicester and back and raised over £11,000 for the 
Foundation. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Leicester-
Watford 
 

We are always delighted to hear news of Old Boys’ achievements. 
 

To submit news for the next issue, please contact Hollie Rendall  
alumni@watfordboys.org  
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Fuller News  

 

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the 
death of Graham Gower, who passed away 
unexpectedly on 10th May just a few weeks before 
his 70th birthday, from complications linked to 
chemotherapy. 
 
Graham joined the school in 1972. During his time 
here he had a great impact on the boys in his 
various roles; including as an inspiring geography 
teacher and games teacher (he had also had a 
distinguished international athletics career). 
 
However it was arguably in his role as Head of 
Sixth Form that his influence was greatest and 
where many alumni will remember him with 
particular fondness.  
 
Graham supported countless boys in their 
applications to university. Under his guidance, 
many achieved places at the top universities over 
his years in this important role.  
 
 

 

In memory of Graham Gower, 1947-2017 

Graham retired in 2007 after a distinguished 
career at the school but stayed in contact with 
many at the school. He will be remembered 
with great respect and affection by us all, 
particularly for his professionalism, kindness  
- and for his famously dry sense of humour.  
He will be missed. 
 
 

 

In memory of Michael Harverson, 1938-2017 

Michael Harverson passed away peacefully on 
2nd March 2017, aged 79. 
 
To many pupils and staff he will be best 
remembered for his role as Head of Lower 
School, which he carried out with great 
distinction for many years. His meticulous, 
devoted and understanding approach to the 
welfare of those around him was truly 
remarkable. His fastidious approach to placing 
the new intake of boys into their various forms 
meant that boys not only had a successful and 
happy start to Year 7 but also forged lifelong 
friendships. 
 
In the classroom Michael’s combination of 
academic rigour and exuberance saw many boys 
achieve great success and a love of learning in 
History, English and French. His fondness for the 
Year 8 Project also encouraged boys to delve into 
hobbies, pastimes and new skills such as 
marquetry and modelling. 

He was the instigator of the working party to 
brighten up Room Q, leading the painting of 
walls and woodwork when the authorities 
were unable to help. His sense of the more 
light-hearted side of life was seen in several 
appearances in drama productions, (satirical 
reviews and straight plays) put on by the staff 
in the days when the staff had the time to do 
them. 
 
His own variety of hobbies led him on to many 
exciting adventures in his years at WBGS and 
into his retirement, foremost of which was a 
study of Middle Eastern windmills.  
 
Michael was a man of great integrity and 
professionalism; his contribution to the life of 
the school and its outstanding successes 
cannot be under-estimated. We will always 
remember him with respect, gratitude and 
affection. 
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Staff and school updates 
This year marks the end of an era for Watford Grammar School for Boys, as we bid farewell to 
four teachers with over 120 years’ experience at the school between them. 
 
We have said congratulations and farewell to Mark Allchorn who will become Head of the 
Barclay School in Stevenage. Mark joined the school in 1981 as a history teacher and became 
head of history in 1991, and deputy head in 2003.  He took over as acting Headteacher for a year 
when Martin Post left in 2014. He took on an acting Headship at the Barclay School in Stevenage 
from September 2016 and was finally appointed Head in 2017.  
Mark has always been universally popular with staff, students and parents.  He is known for his 
kindness, positivity, caring attitude, integrity as a professional and his approachability.  Mark 
also has phenomenal energy.  He has been known to cycle from Watford to a meeting in 
Stevenage and thinks nothing of cycling to the South Coast and back at the weekend, 
appearing as fresh as a daisy on a Monday morning. He will be missed. 
 
After a spell with BP in the oil industry, Peter Buckley trained to be a teacher, joining Watford 
Boys to complete the second half of his training in September 1990 and he has been here ever 
since! His love of engineering and mathematics immediately became apparent, not only through 
his teaching, but in the extra-curricular activities he encouraged students to take part in. He 
leaves a legacy of Watford Boys STEM activities – Lego Robots, Rampaging Chariots and Go4Set 
to name just a few. Peter leaves us with fond memories and with our best wishes for his 
retirement, when he plans to continue his work with his Church and his theological studies. 
 
When Julie Lloyd joined the school in September 1985, it was certainly a different place to what 
it is now.  She was one of four female teachers who started that year, doubling the number of 
women on the teaching staff.  An excellent geography teacher, she went on to become the first 
female Head of Year at the school, and served more recently as head of department for over 
fourteen years.  During her time at Watford, she was also a staff governor, examinations officer 
and helped to stage manage many a play in the James Theatre.  Ex-students always speak fondly 
of Julie, describing her as a first class teacher and form tutor. She also conveyed her passion for 
travel to her students, and participated in trips to exotic and far flung places such as Russia, 
China, Iceland and even Wales. She will be greatly missed, and we wish Julie all the very best for 
her well-deserved retirement. 
 
Malcolm Talbot joined Watford Grammar School for Boys in September 1980 as a young 
geography teacher.  A dedicated teacher of geography, Malcolm went on to become head of 
department and then education visits co-ordinator for the school.  During his time at Watford he 
ran over seventy trips, including ski trips to the USA, Canada and Europe, field trips to Iceland, 
dive trips to Egypt and sailing in France (which he was in charge of for 21 years).  Malcolm 
developed strong links with Watford Grammar School for Girls during this time, running many 
successful joint ski and sailing trips.  His love of his subject led him to go on three separate year-
long teacher exchanges with schools in Australia in Victoria and New South Wales. We wish 
Malcolm all the best after such a long service to the school. 
 
We thank Mark, Peter, Julie and Malcolm for all their years of service to the school. 
 

We would love to hear your memories of the school and of the teachers who left the greatest 
impression upon you in your time here. 

To share your fondest memories of Watford Grammar School for Boys for future issues of 
Fuller News contact us on alumni@watfordboys.org  
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A new era for science at WBGS 

In 2016, work began on constructing a new 
STEM Centre on the main campus. When 
completed, this will provide outstanding 
facilities for the teaching of the STEM subjects 
(science, technology, engineering and maths) to 
all students at the school as well as being used 
by the local community. 

The Centre will house state-of-the-art equipment 
such as a CAD/CAM suite, providing software 
that will design and manufacture products. The 

boys will have the opportunity to use 3D 
printers as well as the latest laptops and 
computer technology. On the top floor of the 
Centre there will be a conference room with full 
audio-visual facilities, which will have views 
across the whole site and Cassiobury Park. 

The construction of the building itself was fully 
funded by national and local Government grants 
which recognised the need for this facility at the 
school.  

 

A campaign is now beginning to raise the 
£200,000 needed for fixtures, fittings and 
equipment. 

Individual and company donors will be 
recognised with their name on permanent 
display in the entrance area of the Centre and 

will also be invited to an exclusive launch event 
in November this year. 

If you are interested in finding out more about 

the sponsorship and donation opportunities 
available, please email the Development 
Director of the school, Hollie Rendall, on 
rendallh@watfordboys.org.  

 

Students making the news 

Robbie Curwen (Y10) and Peter Shaw (Y9) 
went to the First News headquarters for an 
interview with the BBC about triggering Article 
50.  Both boys did themselves and the school 
proud with thoughtful, mature and articulate 
responses about Brexit, credible news sources 
and the terrorist attack on Westminster. The 
piece went on air on BBC Breakfast. 
 

 

The L6 Young Engineers team sponsored by 
Laing O’Rourke achieved a CREST gold award 
for their design of the redevelopment of Intu, 
Watford.  The project was set by the main 
contractor for the development, Laing 
O'Rourke, who were impressed by the ideas 
and engineering detail.    
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Sport update 

After an unbeaten cricket tour in Barbados,  
the U15s carried on their excellent form and 
were the only team still unbeaten at the half-
term mark. They have won 6 games with very 
good wins against St Albans, Aldenham and 
QE Boys. They are through to the 4th round of 
the County Cup and will be looking to equal 
the record held by WBGS winning three 
County Cups in four years. The batting has 
been very impressive this term with Harry 
Kendal, James Ryan, Ed Stock and Tommy 
Wheeler all scoring upwards of 150 runs.    
 

 

 
 
 
Just before Easter, the best runners were on show 
from every year group for Old Fullerian, Arthur 
Boyt, to cheer on in the Boyt mile.  He was very 
happy that the tradition of a mile race is being 
kept up. Sadly our times didn’t reach his 4m53 of 
yesteryear but the students performed well.  Mr 
Moore also powered round the course in a 
respectable 6m30s. 

Music update 

The Annual Music Competition took place at 
the end of April and was adjudicated by Mrs 
Anthea Spensley, former Director of Music at 
Parmiter’s School.  
 
The quality of musicianship over the two days 
of the competition was very high indeed and 
our adjudicator commented very favourably 
on what she heard.  
 
Our Summer Concert, taking place on 
Thursday June 29th, showcases a selection of 
performers from the competition.  
 
The Rosebowl will be awarded to the 
performer(s) who impress the most during 
the competition and the Nigel Compton award 
will be presented to students who have made 

the most progress in their instrumental lessons 
during the past year. The Kienitz award will be 
given to students who have gone the extra mile 
in supporting our extra-curricular music 
programme. 
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Fuller News 

  The Old Fullerians 

Mentors Required - Careers Days at 
WBGS 

  
This year’s annual Careers Day at the 
school takes place on Thursday 6th July. 
This year, we are arranging that the 
mentors revolve around set groups of boys 
and we plan to have mentors addressing at 
least 5 groups of boys throughout the 
afternoon. This will allow the boys a really 
good spread of mentoring experience.  
 
Each mentor is going to be accompanied by 
a 2nd year undergraduate studying a 
university course similar to that of the 
mentor’s chosen career i.e. the mentor is a 
medical doctor and the student is studying 
medicine.  This should help broaden the 
discussion from university all the way 
through to finding a job in their chosen 
career.  We also believe the 
undergraduates (also former students) will 
benefit enormously from spending time 
with a mentor in their chosen career.   
 
The Headmaster is going to give a 
presentation on the school to the mentors 
by way of a thank you and because we are 
all interested in the progress our old 
school is making. 
 
We are always keen to hear from Old Boys 
who would be willing to share their 
experiences of their career path for future 
Careers Days. The school and Old 
Fullerians’ Association plan a robust 
programme over the next years which 
bridge the gap between the school and the 
working world. 
 
To register your interest, email  Russell 
Deane at russelld@srdrecruit.com 
stating your area of expertise. 

Join the Old Fullerians’ Association 
 
The Old Fullerians’ Association enables Old 
Fullerians to meet or keep in touch with one 
another as well as with the school and its staff.  
 
The Association also aims to help the school 
either as a body or through its individual 
members; indeed, one of its constitutional 
objects is "to further the interests of the School 
by giving it every assistance".  
 
We do this through our regular events - the 
annual dinner, quiz evenings and our London 
networking events - as well as our annual school 
days.  
 
We have run the Lower Sixth Careers Day with 
the school for the last four years, which sees 40 
members, teachers and friends offer advice to 
groups of Sixth Formers trying to decide what to 
do next.  
 
We also run the Year 10 "Dragons Den", offering 
up to £2,000 to fund the best proposal offered by 
the boys for the school. 
 
The Old Fullerian clubs for cricket, football and 
golf are a great way for old boys to get together 
and share in their sporting passions. They are 
always looking for new members; visit 
www.oldfullerians.org.uk for details. 
 
Membership is just £15 per year, which supports 
our ongoing activities and helps us provide 
ongoing support for the school. To become a 
member, email registrar@oldfullerians.org.uk. 
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Keep in Touch 
This is the first in a new twice-yearly newsletter from Watford Grammar School for Boys, 
designed to help forge greater links with our thousands of Old Boys across the country and 
around the world. 
 
The school is always interested in hearing from former students, and would particularly like to 
hear from anyone who would be willing to contribute their time or resources to help current 
pupils.  
 
In the first instance, please contact Hollie Rendall on alumni@watfordboys.org or 01923 208900 
ext 272.  
 
If you do not want to hear from the school, email us and your preferences will be updated. 
 
To update your details, please send the form below to Hollie Rendall, Development Director, 
Watford Grammar School for Boys, Rickmansworth Road, Herts WD18 7JF or email on the 
above address. 
 
We would particularly appreciate your email address for future newsletters to minimise our 

costs. 

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Years attended school: ______________ - _______________ 
 
Postal address:       ________________________________________ 
    
   ________________________________________ 
 
   ________________________________________ 
 
 
Email address: _________________________________________ 
 
Phone number: _________________________________________ 
 
I am happy to be contacted by: Email  Phone     Post 
 
I am happy to receive news and updates from Watford Grammar School for Boys including 
occasional details of fundraising events or campaigns  
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