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Editor’s Note

E
ach year, three copies of the Fullerian magazine are placed in the 
school archives, and as a result future generations are able to look 
back at how the school was in times gone bye.  We have a record 
of music concerts, creative work, sports fixtures, trips and articles 
about individual teachers and students. However this year, there 
were two and a half terms of no competitive sport: music groups 

school clubs and other extra curricular activities were restricted during the time 
when we weren’t remote teaching and learning to ‘year bubbles.’ 

As with last year, this year’s issue records how staff and students dealt 
with the effects of the pandemic. The usual large section on trips and exchanges 
may be absent, but you can visit France, Germany and ancient Greece and Rome 
in these pages, and our aspiring sports journalists have filled the absence left 
by the usually busy Rugby and Hockey season with reports on Watford FC, 
Basketball and Sports Day.

This edition is a picture of the way in which many of our students work 
during ‘normal times’ but also how some of them went the extra mile to keep 
interests going during a disrupted year. Some of the work included is entirely 
independent, inspired by students’ own personal passions

Many thanks to all those students who have contributed and the teachers 
who have encouraged them and provided articles themselves.

Also, as with every year, I would like to thank John Dunne for his infinite 
patience and skill with showcasing the articles and images we have provided him 
with, often at the very last minute. 

GA

The cover
I wanted to develop a colour scheme that triggered 
an emotional response, so using inks and wet on wet 
technique was able to create accidental prints. These 
prints have interesting and intricate patterns and 
also contain different textures from the ink splitting 
in the water.  Sometimes I used salt to absorb excess 
water which often resulted in a bundle of colour. The 
experimenting was useful as I was able to understand 
the harmonies of the balance of the resulting balance 
of colours. The different texture surprised me as it 
balanced the really soft and smooth nuance of the one 
tone colours.

Saif Bashir U6G



CONTENTSThe Fullerian 2020-21
Headmaster’s Notes 2

School Life 7

English & Poetry 24

Enrichment Week 33

Clubs & Societies 42

Covid 20-21 50

Music 55

Students’ Work 58

Modern Foreign Languages 74

Art 80

Sport 84

Staff Leavers 94

School Prizes 96

Editor: G Aitken
Design: Many thanks to John Dunne.

Thank you very much to all those who helped with the production of this year’s Fullerian.
Watford Grammar School for Boys 

Rickmansworth Road, Watford WD18 7JF. Telephone: 01923 208900 Fax: 01923 208901
E-mail: office@watfordboys.org Website: www.watfordboys.org

Twitter: @WBGSExcellence
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W
e are not there yet. The 
pandemic continues 
to exert its influence 
over our daily lives and 

dominates our discourse. Who would 
have imagined that this would be the 
case when the virus first appeared 
in 2019? I certainly didn’t. There will 
be a time when we can look back 
on this episode in global history and 
view it abstractedly, whilst being 
mightily thankful that it has passed. 
Conceivably, following the success of 
the vaccination programme, we might be approaching that 
point now, but there have been so many false dawns. As a 
consequence we have all learnt to exercise a degree of caution 
in getting too far ahead of ourselves. 

In the meantime, we can look back on an academic 
year with a sense of pride in our achievements in the face of 
adversity. The staff of the school have done a stellar job is 
sustaining and developing our educational provision, whilst 
taking on many new roles to serve wider societal goals. We have 
taken on the role of public health authorities, by fulfilling the 
track and trace requirements throughout the school year and 
holiday periods, we have set up a ‘field hospital’ in the school 
to provide a mass testing programme and we have taken on the 
role of exam boards in determining grades for qualifications in 
the absence of public exams. In addition, our approaches to 
teaching and learning had to be reimagined to contend with 
the demands of remote learning. We’ve always been innovative 
in our approach to technology and we already had a good 
infrastructure in place, but the pace of change required this 
year was considerable. At times, these challenges have been 
invigorating and meeting them has been immensely rewarding. 
It has also been exhausting, stressful and frustrating. Thankfully, 
we have been well-supported by our parents and we continue 
to have the great privilege of working with a wonderful cohort 
of boys who rarely fail to raise a smile.

These young men have had to 
contend with a lot too. Given that the 
restrictions placed upon their lives and the 
tremendous disruption to their education 
has been a result of measures to protect 
the older generation, rather than them, 
it is remarkable that they have been so 
compliant and considerate. They have 
demonstrated incredible resilience and 
initiative. Such a challenging year will 
undoubtedly have had an impact on these 
young men and some of the consequences 
may well be negative, but we can afford to 

look at this through another lens too. In growing up in the midst 
of a global pandemic, these boys will have developed a whole 
raft of skills and a different world view which may yet serve 
them well in future – arguably providing a better education 
than one characterised by the acquisition of exam results 
alone. Rather than thinking about these young people as a ‘lost 
generation,’ with ‘gaps’ in their learning and poor prospects, 
we should really turn this on its head and ask ‘what have they 
gained that so many other generations have missed in the 
past?’ We can work with these students over the years ahead 
to build on their current foundations and help them to achieve 
academically as well as previous generations at Watford Boys 
– but they are also blessed with many more attributes which 
they have developed as they have negotiated the last year. In 
short, education has been contextualised – it is about preparing 
young people for the uncertain future ahead, which is rarely 
predictable or smooth. We have had a great opportunity to do 
this in a pandemic year.

This edition of the Fullerian magazine provides a flavour 
of the extraordinary achievements of our community in a very 
difficult year, but one offering numerous opportunities too. This 
is a generation of young men who are destined to thrive in their 
lives ahead. 

“But I know, somehow, that only when it is dark enough 
can you see the stars.” Martin Luther King, Jr

Looking  
forward to looking 

back!
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have time to shop then 

Tom James can help.
 Custom made clothing for

Men, woman and 6th
formers ! 

Suits, shirts, jackets and
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Call 
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T
he school is delighted to hear 
that Mrs Dukes was awarded a 
BEM (British Empire Medal) in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours 

List this year. 
Angie, as she is now known 

respectfully by staff and students, 
joined the school as a full time cleaner 
in 1976, so has worked at the school 
for 45 years and continues to do so. 
However it is not the length of Angie’s 
service that makes her so deserving of 
this honour. 

Angie is a devoted member of the 
school community and throughout her 
time at Watford Boys she has dedicated 
herself to generations of staff, students 
and parents. She always goes beyond her contracted hours 
and duties, and maintains the highest of standards. Angie is 
consistently kind and supportive in all her dealings with staff 
and students; she is always ready with a cheerful word and 
smile. Angie has never been known to refuse to help and finds 
many small but important ways to make people’s experience at 
Watford Boys a better one. As well as keeping the staff topped 
up on tea and biscuits at morning break time, Angie brings in 
flowers from her own garden to decorate the hall and maintains 

the beautiful rose bushes by the 
Old School House.

Angie works tirelessly and 
loyally, and probably doesn’t 
realise that she has achieved 
legendary status among the 
staff and boys at the school. It is 
difficult to teach in or attend the 
school without some interaction 
with Angie, and ex-pupils and staff 
always remember her, both for her 
kindness and the fact that she is 
never afraid to challenge anyone 
who dares to drop litter, or who is 
where they should not be.

Like all of us, Angie has 
suffered personal challenges over 

the years but has battled on regardless, even when instructed 
to take time off.  

Angie is a courageous, determined and kind colleague, of 
whom we are very proud. She will probably be embarrassed to 
feature in the school magazine this year, but this is a measure of 
who she is. She quite simply does not appreciate how much she 
has contributed to making the school a special place to work.

Thank you Angie for everything you do – from generations 
of staff and boys at the school you call home.

Mrs Angela (Angie) Dukes BEM
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A
t the age of 11, John, my twin brother went with most of 
our friends to the Secondary Modern School, leaving 
me to go alone as a Grammar Grub to Watford Boys’ 
Grammar School two and a half miles away. Mum kindly 

was quiet about the financial stress imposed on the family by the 
lists of what I had to buy: a suitable satchel for books; plimsolls 
and shorts for gym; rugby boots, shorts and shirt, cricket boots 
and whites. A school cap with its badge was obligatory on the way 
to and from school. We could wear a suit or grey flannels and black 
blazer with the school badge. I had no choice; I would wear the 
short-trousered grey suit that I had for Life Boys (Boys Brigade). In 
my third year I was still wearing short trousers and I was the last 
boy of my year in the school to wear long trousers, because long 
trousers required a blazer, and they were expensive. Many years 
later my mother discovered that grants had been available to help 
with such things but, typical of that period, those who needed help 
were not well-informed.

In my first year we had a list of classroom kit including the 
‘Oxford Pocket Dictionary’ and Oxford mathematics set (ruler 
compasses etc) in a small blue and brass tin, my most prized 
possession for years. We were recommended to buy everything 
from WH Smith’s in town so off we went to get kitted out. 

On my first morning all 120 new boys lined up in front of 
the school to be told which forms we were in. Every boy was 
blazered except for me in my little grey suit. All boys had shiny 
leather satchels except for me as I had Dad’s army haversack. 
Unlike those bought in army surplus stores nowadays, this one 
had seen service in Hitler’s Germany. 

There were 30 boys per class and we stayed in the same 
formal classroom, visited by different teachers who swept in, 
wearing dull black, chalk-dusted academic gowns. We were 
arranged in alphabetical order so I was always at the front near 
the door and had to leap up to open the door for teachers on 
their way in or out. This ruined the end of every class as I had to 
predict when the teacher was about to leave, while struggling 
to keep my mind off the problem so that I did not blush. We had 
homework most nights which I usually enjoyed. 

Games were played on the ‘New Fields’, reached by going 
down through Cassiobury Park and some way further; coming 
back involved a long slog uphill, often cold and muddy. After 
2 years when I needed larger boots we were allowed to opt for 
running instead of rugger; I had to choose this as we had no 
money for boots. At the far end of the main school field we had 
an open air swimming pool which I enjoyed although it was cold 
most of the time. 

After the 3rd year I gave up Latin and history and in 
my 4th year I took O levels in English language and Maths. 
In the 5th year I took Additional Maths (including calculus), 
English Literature (Chaucer, Shakespeare), Geography, French, 
Chemistry and Physics. In the 6th form I took 4 subjects at A 
and also S level (Scholarship level necessary to go to Oxford or 
Cambridge): Chemistry, Physics, Botany and Zoology. I also took 
a general paper that I remember included questions on Wagner 
and on how Science answers How but not Why.

Academic work in the 6th form
In the holiday period before entering the 6th form I changed my 
plans to study Maths, Physics and Chemistry in order to join the 
RAF, to study Biology in order to go to University. At the start of 
the 6th form we were told that to get the good A levels required 
by universities we must do two and a half hours work every night. 
There was a problem. We had only the kitchen table at home and 
nowhere else to work. Any work I did was sitting on the bend in 
the stairs using the top stair as a desk. I later made a desk by 
putting a plank of wood between two beds and sitting on the 
floor. Another problem was that I had too many other activities, 
related to the church and Boys’ Brigade including music.

My work was done for one hour every lunchtime in the 
library, facilitated by becoming library monitor, followed by work 
in the library from 4.10 to 5.40. I loved the library with its leather 
desktops of olive and dulled flame colours. We did not do biology 
at O level (age 16) so we started from zero up to the scholarship 
papers [S level] in both botany and zoology in 2 years. So there 
was a lot to do in the library. Mr Knight was a methodical teacher of 
Chemistry but had insufficient time to teach one third of the course 
[inorganic chemistry] so that had to be self-taught. The books in the 
library were rather advanced but I did not know that until I found 
they were the basic texts (e.g. Finar Organic chemistry) for the 
chemistry component of my BSc at Reading University.  

Starting Biology was a great experience. ‘Willy’ Wiles 
was our teacher, having learned the subject only a year or two 
previously – to help a student who wanted to study medicine. 
His most frequent comment was “It is so interesting”, applied 
to almost anything, and the way he approached it made it so. 
There were only 7 of us in this class and we were marked as 
biologists by the clinging aroma of dissected dogfish marinated 
in formalin. Not allowed nowadays was the dissection of 
hardly-anaesthetised frogs. I once managed a complete thorax 
dissection showing all the blood vessels linked to a still 
beating heart. The only time Wiles routinely got angry was if he 

Professor Chris Anthony is Emeritus Professor within Biological 
Sciences at the University of Southampton and the following is an 
edited extract of an article he has written for the personal website he 
maintains on aspects of his own life and work. It can be found at  
http://www.chris-anthony.co.uk

Watford Grammar School for Boys  

70 Years Ago  
1950 – 1957
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overheard negative comments about his other passion - hockey. 
The physics practicals with Mr Hughes who was good and 

kind were a bit dry but I do still remember some of the stuff we 
did; proving the equations for acceleration of ball bearings down 
slopes, and the rules of electrical resistance using a beautiful 
wood and brass Wheatstone bridge. A powerful memory comes 
from the O level period; I misconnected a powerful Nife cell, giving 
me a nasty burn on my finger. This was dressed in an impressive 
bulging white bandage. As I was due to be called out of the class for 
my French oral exam I quickly learned the French for finger, burn, 
physics, etc; I later learned that I got very high marks.

My main memory of the chemistry practicals was the 
synthesis and purification of organic molecules (chloroform, 
ethyl acetate etc) which I kept in small bottles in my desk, 
surreptitiously sniffing them during classes.

Ree, the headmaster, was very keen that those studying 
science should not be ‘narrow minded scientists’. He instituted 
a system of education for us in the 6th form for which I continue 
to feel grateful. We had lectures on art history, literature [the war 
poets – as does every boy now], and music. I still surprise myself 
by my ability to distinguish Monet/Manet etc. In music we spent 
4-6 lessons on a single piece of music – Nielsen’s 5th symphony. I 
guess this was chosen because of the section where in the battle 
of Good and Evil the side drum is instructed to play ad lib as if 
trying to wreck everything the orchestra is doing. 

One lesson on literature was taken by Ree in which he 
read us a short story for us to criticise. It concerned a boy in 
occupied France who wanted to see fireworks to celebrate 
something. A strange man, staying with the family, arranged 
to blow up an ammunition dump for the boy. We all said it 
was absurdly unlikely, only to be told it was true. Ree was the 
strange man, the story being told in full in the novel Never say 
Goodbye by Hilary Green in which Ree is Caesar the hero. . 

My German visitor; Wolfgang Koch from Koln
In 1952, when I was 13, a scheme was announced that aimed 
to promote reconciliation between England and Germany. Poor 
boys from slums of German cities would come and live in English 
families for a month or so. I went home enthusiastic that we 
should invite a boy but my mother said we could not afford 
another mouth to feed. It was later announced that there was 
one boy with no available family. So Mum wrote a note to Ree 
to say that we could accommodate him if a small amount of 
money could be provided for food. He told her that the amount 
she suggested (10 shillings) was not nearly enough to feed a 
boy and that she could have 3 times as much. She then sent 
him her whole budget, proving that the amount he proposed for 
one boy would be enough to feed all her 4 children. He then sent 
an apologetic and very humble letter apologising for his lack of 
understanding. When the boy Wolfgang Koch arrived he was 
clearly undernourished and very nervous. My father did not help 
by demonstrating his few phrases of German, picked up while a 
lorry driver in the army in Germany (Hands Up!, Surrender! Etc). 
When given an orange he cried because he did not know how 
to peel it. With the aid of a dictionary, he explained he had only 
ever seen the orange peel previously, picked out of waste bins 
in the wreck of the city of Cologne, bombed to the ground in 
retribution for the destruction of our city of Coventry. 

It is only thinking back that I realise how remarkable my 
mother was in this. The Germans had damaged six of the early 

years of her marriage, bringing up 4 children, without enough food 
or money and in fear of losing Dad or being bombed to pieces. Yet 
7 years later she welcomed this German boy into our home.

The Headmaster 
In my 2nd year the new Head was Harry Ree DSO. He was a war 
hero, working in the SOE (special operations executive), working 
in Nazi-occupied France directing sabotage by resistance 
groups. At the start of morning assembly the prefects marched 
up the side of the hall, stopping at the Head’s door. This was 
flung open and Ree shot out into the hall in black gown and 
mortar board which he swept off as he trotted up the steps to 
reach the lectern. The invariable Bible readings of Mr Bolton 
were replaced by a wide range of readings from holy men, 
philosophers, poets, reformists etc. I was always impressed 
by the wide range of choices. I think I later discovered the 
source, when I was a paperboy for WH Smith, on finding Victor 
Gollancz’s anthology ‘From Darkness to Light’.

School lunchtimes
The school appeared only to appreciate activities that were run 
by the school, so all they knew about me was that I worked 
boringly hard and was in the Cadet corps, so all my friends 
were made prefects but I was not. They invited me into the 
prefects’ room until stopped by a teacher. Some lunch times 
were spent with a gang of enthusiasts in the music room in a 
hut in the grounds, listening to traditional jazz. I remained too 
self-conscious to even tap my feet. For about a year (in 4th year 
I guess) I played trombone with a small group in lunch times, 
attempting big band stuff – mainly Glenn Miller classics, with 
Graham Haines, who became a very respected sound engineer 
with the BBC) on saxophone. There was also a skiffle group, 
copying the now popular Lonnie Donegan with his Cumberland 
Gap and Rock Island line. He had played banjo (I think) with 
Chris Barber’s band – our very own British trad jazz band. All this 
was shattered with the arrival of Bill Halley and the Comets with 
Rock around the Clock at the cinema, and then Elvis

The Cadet Corps
I joined the cadet corps as soon as I could about the age of 14. 
The Head, Harry Ree was sympathetic to the idea that nothing 
should be obligatory but he had the school rules and tradition 
to maintain. Those who refused to join had to spend the same 
time (Monday evenings immediately after school) picking up 
stones from the school playing field. In the army cadets we had 
‘field days’ in Whippendell woods. I remember little about these 
except that we were armed with blank ammunition for our Lee 
Enfield  0.303 rifles. These could cause damage if aimed close or 
if, as happened to me one was fired by the enemy (a very good 
friend of mine) who had failed to detect me, camouflaged in an 
adjacent ditch. The harm was purely psychological – I had not 
seen him either so we both nearly died of fright (a case of ‘Best 
Friendly fire’). 



Friends of WBGS 
Review of the Year

The Friends of School thrive on social 
engagements, committee meetings, 
providing refreshments at parents’ 
evenings, the annual quiz and social 
fundraisers so the last year has been 
particularly challenging.  The pandemic 
may have slowed us down but it has not 
stopped us!  The committee have been 
meeting regularly via Zoom, the Big Raffle 
moved online and raised an impressive 
£2,077.75 for the school and boys had 
a chance to get creative in our design a 
hoodie competition. 

Generous donations of outgrown 
uniform have kept the Second-hand 
uniform shop stocked and thanks to our 
dedicated team of volunteers the shop 
has also raised over £2,000 this year. 

We were delighted to make a 
£10,000 donation to the School which 
has been used to supply and install new 
IT equipment and computers. 

Now, optimistically, we look forward 
to the start of the new academic year in 
September and the  return to in person 
events – especially the quiz in November. 

Anybody interested in finding out 
more about the Friends of School or 
joining our friendly committee (we are 
looking for new members) please visit: 
https://www.friendsofwbgs.org/

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

The second-hand uniform shop has 
continued to offer a valuable service to 
parents providing good quality school 
uniform and sports kit at low prices, as 
well as raising a surprising amount of 
money for the school.  I’d like to say a 
particular thank you to the very small 
group of parents who keep the shop 
running on a weekly basis, and who, with 
your donations of stock, have managed 

to raise in excess of £2,100 this year. 
Additionally, by providing an outlet for 
parents to pass on items that are out-
grown but still have plenty of wear left 
in them, means the shop is also a great 
environmental success. Thank you!    

The phenomenal amount of sales 
in the past few weeks mean we are once 
again in need of donations. Please do 
have a look through your son’s uniform 
and sports kit over the summer and if 
there are items that have been outgrown, 
please donate them to the school on our 
return in September. 

The shop will reopen in September 
on Wednesday 8th 3.30-4.30pm and 
Saturday 11th 10am-12 noon and an 
appointment to visit can be made here.

Family Draw

This term’s winner is A. Sisodia, number 
63. If you don’t currently participate in 
the draw but would like to do so to be 
in with a chance of winning a cash prize 
each term, please contact familydraw@
friendsofwbgs.org

Vacant Positions on the FoS Committee

We have had a change-over of key 
Committee members this past half-term 
with both a new Secretary and Treasurer 
being appointed at the AGM. I wish them 
both well in their new roles.  

At the AGM I also announced my 
intention to stand down as Chair at the 
next AGM in November.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time as Chair and will 
continue to help out as part of the wider 
FoS Committee, however unfortunately a 
change to my work commitments means 
I am no longer able to continue in my 
current role. We are therefore looking 
for a Chair as of November. This person 

would ideally join the Committee in 
September to enable a hand-over in the 
months leading up to the AGM.

We are also looking to appoint 
a Vice-Chair and a Parent Volunteer 
Coordinator. Role descriptions for 
both these posts can be found on the 
school and Friends websites. If you are 
interested in finding out more, or would 
like to put yourself forward for any of 
these positions please get in touch at 
info@friendsofwbgs.org
Date for Your Diary - 
Annual Quiz Night: Saturday 13th Nov 

We really hope to return to more 
“normal” activities in September and so 
are planning to run the popular annual 
Quiz Night. This is being brought forward 
to kick-start what we hope will be a 
good number more fundraising events 
and activities, so please mark the date in 
your diary now: Saturday 13th November. 
More details will be provided next term. 

Thank you for your on-going support 
in what has been a difficult year for 
everyone, we wish you a healthy and 
enjoyable Summer holiday. 
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SCHOOL LIFE
School Chaplain

I
t’s been a great privilege to 
perform the role of School 
Chaplain this past year.  The 
position was created out of a 
desire to increase our well-being 
provision in the midst of the 

pandemic and also to reflect the historic 
Church of England affiliation of the school.  
While aspects of the role are explicitly 
Christian (e.g. helping lead the Christian 
Union and a staff prayer meeting, or 
giving assemblies on Christian themes), 
for the most part it is just a case of living 
out the call to “love your neighbour”, by 
engaging in activities that support the 
school community.  Everything is done 
in sensitivity to the diverse nature of the 
school and with respect to the plurality 
of worldviews that are represented here.

The year began in the worst 
possible fashion, as we learned on the 
first day of term that our much-loved 
colleague, Paula Goad, had passed away.  
Paula has left a huge hole at the school 
and the affection for her in the tributes 
paid by staff past and present was quite 
overwhelming.  My first responsibility 
in my new role was one I would never 
have chosen, but it was a privilege to be 
tasked with coordinating various ways 
of remembering someone of whom I 
was extremely fond: primarily through a 
book of condolence and a live-streamed 
memorial service.  Colleagues and, very 

touchingly, a few Sixth Formers, also lined 
Shepherds Road to pay their respects as 
her cortège solemnly passed the school 
on the day of her funeral.

As well as being available to 
support staff, I have time allocated in my 
timetable to meet with students from all 
backgrounds, as part of the school’s wider 
pastoral provision.  The idea is to offer a 
sympathetic, non-judgemental listening 
ear to any who seek one.  Students can 
access this support by speaking to their 
Head of Year or sending me an email on 
chaplain@watfordboys.org.

Despite its challenges, there 
have been many highlights this year.  In 
December we were able to hold a socially-
distanced carol service for staff and 
students in the playground.  Having been 
starved of live music for so long, it was 
wonderful to hear the brass players and 
choir performing the familiar carols at a 
time when familiarity seemed so elusive.  
On the anniversary of the first lockdown, 
we also held a moment of reflection that 
was live-streamed to the whole school, 
with old boy Matthew Bethel performing 
Vaughan Williams’ soaring “The Lark 
Ascending” as we paused to remember 
those we have tragically lost during the 
pandemic.  And on Founders’ Day, rather 
than gathering in the church, we held 
a live-streamed assembly that enabled 
us to honour Dame Fuller’s wish to give 

thanks for our school and to reflect on 
our values.  Despite not being gathered 
in the same place, such moments of 
togetherness have allowed us to maintain 
a sense of community at a time when we 
have perhaps needed it most.

A real privilege of my role has been 
the opportunity to promote good relations 
between those of different outlooks.  I 
was very grateful to the Islamic Society 
for inviting me to participate in their 
Virtual Iftar during Ramadan, and to 
share, alongside those of other faiths, 
a Christian perspective on fasting.  The 
respect shown between those of different 
worldviews is one of the undoubted 
strengths of Watford Boys, and the 
dialogue that enables is something I am 
keen to foster in my role.

As this most unusual academic 
year has drawn to a close, we have had 
a chance to consider things for which we 
have been thankful.  Staff and students 
contributed towards a “thankfulness 
video”, which was shared on Google 
Classroom, and it was heart-warming to 
hear how much we still have to be positive 
about.  Having been here for over half 
my life now, as a boy and teacher, I am 
immensely thankful for being part of such 
a diverse, rich and tolerant community, 
and it’s been an honour to serve it in this 
new way over the past year. 

Mr Matthews
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Founder’s Day Service 2021

Founder’s Day Sermon
Who is my neighbour?
Luke, Chapter 10 vv 25-37

“Who is my neighbour?” Did you spot that question in the 
middle of the passage? It’s asked by a religious man, whose 
job it is to teach the Old Testament Law. And he knows that Law 
well: he knows that it commands us to love God with all our 
being and to love our neighbour as ourselves. So who is our 
neighbour?

Some of you listening are religious like the man in the 
passage and may have a rule in your faith about loving God and 
loving your neighbour. So who is your neighbour? Others of you 
aren’t religious, but maybe you also subscribe to some sort of 
golden rule about treating your neighbour as you’d like to be 
treated. Who is your neighbour? 

I wonder what answer the man in the passage expected, 
or hoped for. It says he wanted to justify himself. That means 
he wanted to show that he had ticked all the boxes, and had 

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN, I ELIZABETH FULLER of Watford 
Place in the County of Hertford widow do make and ordain this 
to be my last will. 

Whereas by two several Indentures, dated the fifth Day 
of this Instant March and inrolled or intended to be inrolled in 
the high Court of Chancery, I have settled on certain Trustees 
hereinafter named and their Heirs, the messuage or Tenement 
in Watford aforesaid, called the School-house, and also one 
annuity or yearly rent-charge of twenty four pounds, to be 
issuing and payable out of certain lands in Sarrat in the said 
County of Hertford. And one other annuity or yearly rent-charge 
of sixteen pounds to be issuing and payable out of certain 
lands, in Creek in the County of Northampton and one other 
annuity or yearly rent-charge of eight pounds to be issuing 
out of my dwellinghouse and close in Watford aforesaid. And 
also one other Annuity or yearly rent-charge of four pounds per 
annum to be issuing out of the Swan Inn in Watford aforesaid, 
making together the yearly sum of fifty two pounds. NOW I do 
hereby declare limit and appoint that the said several annuities 
shall forever hereafter, be used for and be paid and applied 
in the perpetual maintaining and keeping on foot the Charity 
School in Watford aforesaid, which I have established in my 
lifetime in such order, manner, and form of Government as is 
hereinafter mentioned. 

And I do order the number of children and the manner 
of their being taught as follows; that the number of Boys shall 

always be forty of the sons of the poor Inhabitants of the Town 
and Parish of Watford, who are to be, and shall be all taught to 
read the English Tongue and to write and cast accounts. None 
of the said children are to be admitted under the age of seven 
years and not to continue longer than the age of fourteen. 

And I do direct the several sums following to be laid out 
yearly forever: forty shillings for wood or coals to be burnt in 
winter, two thirds thereof in the Boys School and one third in 
the Girls, and twenty shillings for the preaching a sermon in the 
Parish Church of Watford on the first day of May yearly forever; to 
be preached by the Minister of Watford for the time being in case 
he shall out of the Pulpit read so much of this my will as relates 
to this Charity on the Sunday immediately before such sermon 
with an audible voice and in full congregation yearly forever, and 
shall accept and take the said twenty shillings in full payment. 
And I do direct that in the morning of the said day yearly forever 
my Trustees shall meet at the said Schoolhouse and give new 
grey Bonnets to all the Boys, and grey Cloth Coats with broad 
brass Buttons and Bands shall be given to such of the said Boys 
who shall be most deserving, and are not under the immediate 
charge of the Parish for their Clothing. And then the Master, 
accompanied by the said forty Boys in such their Habits and 
Bonnets tied with orange coloured Cardus Ribbon, shall attend 
my said Trustees from the Schoolhouse to the Church

In 1704, Dame Elizabeth Fuller founded a school to educate forty boys and twenty girls. The building of the original free 
school still exists on land near to the parish churchyard in the centre of Watford. Dame Fuller is remembered every year 

in the Founder’s Day services. when her will is read out by the serving Head Boy. 

The service is generally held at St Mary’s Church, but this year it was not possible because of restrictions imposed as a 
result of the pandemic, so the school chaplain, Mr Matthews led the service which was streamed live to form rooms. 

Early in the service, Elizabeth Fuller’s will is read out by the serving Head Boy. 

Mr Matthews:

The first time I heard that reading was 25 
years ago, when I was a Year 7 sitting in St 
Mary’s Church for my first Founder’s Day.

Perhaps like you, I remember 
thinking that there were quite a few details 
from Dame Fuller’s will that we seem to 
have overlooked 3 centuries later.

I don’t recall for example anyone 
being issued with new grey bonnets or 
orange coloured ribbons outside the old 

schoolhouse, which as you can see is 
right next to the church. But the ideas 
of an assembly at the start of May, of a 
sermon being preached and the passage 
from the will being read out: those are 
all traditions that we’ve continued to 
observe. Dame Fuller might have struggled 
to get her head around our multi-cultural 
Watford Grammar Schools, let alone a 
Founder’s Day assembly streamed to 40 
or so different classrooms. But I think she 

would recognise the continued mission 
of our schools to provide accessible, high 
quality education in this town. And that’s 
something that we are thankful for today.

The traditional Founders’ Day 
passage from Luke’s Gospel was followed 
by the sermon which is reproduced below.
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Digital Detox Day 

D
igital detox day was a really nice break from the 
constant use of electronics in online learning. It 
happened to give us a nice break, and I really 
liked that! It happened because the 2nd period 

of lockdown had been going on for a few weeks, and that 
every once in a while it is nice to have a day which not 
only changes how you learn, but where you can learn more 
freely. Throughout the day, it was good to have a chance to 
learn in different ways.

The way our lessons were adapted was very 
interesting. Because of the online nature of school at 
the time, it was very difficult to make the day completely 
device-free, but our teachers did their best to ensure that 
it did not inhibit our learning, but also be as device-free 

as possible. For example, in English, we were told the 
day previously what our task was and what we needed to 
research. In many lessons, a similar approach was taken, 
such as in geography, where instead of watching a video, 
we read articles and information on the instructions. This 
was a good workaround, allowing us to consult sources but 
keeping us as much off our screens as possible.

In Form Time, we were encouraged to do some off-
screen activities, such as reading or drawing. I liked this 
part because it allowed us to do some fun activities while 
learning. Overall, Digital Detox Day was a good day for us to 
have to learn differently and take a break from the constant 
screen time.

Ronitth Vasani 7B

done what the law required. So it would certainly help if the 
answer was quite a narrow one - maybe that his neighbour was 
other good religious people who behaved in a way of which he 
approved.

If that were the case, Jesus’ response would have left 
him disappointed. Jesus answers him by telling the story of 
a man left half dead by robbers, who was ignored by two 
religious passers-by. As far as they were concerned, he wasn’t a 
neighbour deserving of their care and attention. 

But then a Samaritan comes along. Now when we hear 
Samaritan, many of us instantly think of someone kind: because 
this story of the Good Samaritan has become part of our culture. 
But for the man Jesus was speaking to, he wouldn’t be thinking 
Good Samaritan, but Bad Samaritan. Because the Samaritans 
didn’t follow the strict religious customs that he did: they’d 
compromised in many different ways.

But this Samaritan does something extraordinary. Unlike 
the religious leaders, he stops, he treats the beaten man’s 
wounds, he takes him somewhere safe and he covers all his 
costs. He shows mercy to him. He loves him. He is a neighbour 
to him.

Love your neighbour as yourself. Who is my neighbour? 
Well this story was designed to shock in two ways. First, the 
Samaritan understood that his neighbour wasn’t just the person 
whom it was easy to love, but the one he met who was in need. 
Second, it was the Samaritan who understood this; he was the 
good neighbour, and not the people we might have expected.

So who is your neighbour? Is it just the people you find 
it easy to get along with? Those who can give you something in 
return if you’re nice to them? Or is it also the people who believe 
different things to you? Or those who are going through a hard 
time? Or those who may not be left on the side of the road by 
robbers, but who get left out at school, who get bullied online, 
who are the target of people’s jokes?

“Who is my neighbour?” is a question that features in 
many debates in our culture too. Do we see the victims of the 
Covid surge in India as our neighbour when we think about the 
fair distribution of medical supplies and vaccines? Do we see 
those who benefit from the UK aid budget as our neighbour 

when difficult financial decisions have to be made? Do we see 
those of different races as our neighbour when we post things 
online under a cloak of anonymity?

One of the things I like most about Dame Fuller’s school is 
that we often are good neighbours to each other. You only have 
to look around you to see that we are a diverse community, but 
that doesn’t stop us from showing respect to each another much 
of the time. And even last week we had some Good Samaritans 
in the Lower Sixth who saw that those in the older year groups 
were going through a stressful time, and so arranged to give 
them all candyfloss and popcorn. I’m not trying to make you 
jealous if you’re in a younger year group or you were fasting 
that day, but I’m sure you’ll agree that was an example of being 
good neighbours. 

So who is my neighbour? Well, Jesus’ answer was radical 
in his day and ours: it’s everyone. And in a Christian worldview, 
that stems from the fact that everyone is made in the image of 
God, and so everyone is inherently worthy of our love. 

And showing mercy to our neighbour also reflects the way 
God relates to us. Because even though we are commanded to 
love God and love our neighbour, like the man in the passage 
we’re all pretty good at narrowing that down if the cost to us is 
too great. And so none of us can justify ourselves or say we’ve 
always been good Samaritans. Jesus teaches elsewhere that 
if we are to inherit eternal life, it’s on the basis of God’s mercy 
and not our own performance. But he also teaches that if we’ve 
received mercy, we need to be seeking to show mercy to our 
neighbour, whoever that may be, as we’ve seen today.
Our passage ended with Jesus asking:
‘Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man 
who fell into the hands of robbers?’
The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’
Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’

Music: Fuller Quartet: Piano Yueyang Han L6N; Violin Jerry Yang; 
U6B Marco Marabese U6N; Cello Thomas Farnsworth U6B
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Model United Nations 
WBGS Model United Nations (MUN) Society was founded in 2018 
and has been running successfully for 3 years. The participants 
in Model United Nations are those who are intrigued by current 
affairs, global affairs, the UN agenda and developing their 
public speaking and debating skills. The MUN is a world-
renowned international organisation.

MUN allows participants to represent a country as part 
of a delegation team. Within the delegation team representing 
a particular country there are various roles in different United 
Nations committees such as the Security Council, Crisis 
Committees, Health Committee and Security Council etc. 
Participants are notified what country they represent and what 
committee they are in and then research the issue that will be 
discussed in the committee they are sitting on.

We started our journey in February, with online Zoom 
meetings and gradually into in-person meetings during Wednesday 
lunchtimes. Johan Kato and Rohit Ramanan, in the year above, 
helped us to understand the Model UN procedure and familiarise 
us with peculiarities such as addressing each other as the ‘The 
Ambassador of (your country) believes that’, and the timetable of 
the day. We also had interesting discussions on how to perfect a UN 
resolution. The WBGS Model United Nation Team 2021 consisted 
of Dhilan Parmer, Eoin Howard-Scully, James Elcock, Ibrahim 
Chaudary and Magadev Adam Kuha Kumaran as the delegation 
team of Mexico as well as Max Henn, Stefan Makhoul, Subhan 
Aslam, Tyrese Anderson and Sidney Sarpong as the delegation 
team of Ethiopia.

We were soon allocated various roles, myself as part of 
the delegation for Mexico representing the Model United Nations 
General Assembly Third Committee also known as the Social, 
Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM). The issues I 
researched were Mental Health of Youth and LGBTQ rights in the 
Middle East with a view to producing a resolution to send to our 
MUN coordinator, Ms Riaz, before the committee meeting.

Our first and only conference of 2021 was hosted by The 
Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School on Zoom and spanned 2 
days in March. The first day consisted of committee meetings 
and the next was the General Assembly. The day started with 
all the delegates meeting each other from different Zoom rooms 
for 15 minutes and surprisingly there were people from all over 

the world including Greece to Canada. This first 15 minutes were 
essential as you had to make alliances with delegates from 
other countries to get them to agree to your resolutions so it 
could be passed.

The major chunk of the day was taken with all of the delegates 
reading their resolutions and trying to get them passed and other 
delegates from different countries proposing amendments to their 
resolutions. At the end of the reading of a particular resolution, a 
vote was taken and the delegate’s resolution needed a majority 
of votes to get it passed. My resolution was passed and I made 
3 amendments for three different resolutions. The day was very 
interesting with a lots of heated moments, myself in an argument 
with the delegate of France over LGBTQ rights in France. But in 
all, a very interesting day and I learnt quite a lot and the friendly 
exchanges between delegates was quite interesting to listen to and 
in addition I learnt the different perspectives of different countries 
on important issues such, as in my case, LGBTQ rights in the Middle 
East and the Mental Health of Youth.

The next day was the meeting of the General Assembly and 
there was a General Assembly Debate. Those involved were the 
delegates who were elected by other delegates in their respective 
committees. The General Assembly was very interesting to listen 
to and lasted an hour. The General Assembly debate was only 
half a day in comparison to the day before which lasted a 
whole day. The closing ceremony was headed by the Head of 
Model United Nations. He praised the various people involved 
in the Haberdashers’ Aske’ Boys’ School Model United Nations 
Conference 2021 and read out who won various prizes for the 
performance of various delegates from the day before. I was 
awarded an award for ‘Highly Commended Delegate’ representing 
Mexico in the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee 
(SOCHUM). Two other delegates from our team, Sidney Sarpong 
and Stefan Makhoul also received ‘Highly Commended Delegate’ 
for representing Ethiopia in their respective Committees.

I would like to thank Ms Riaz, Rohit Ramanan, and Johan 
Kato for organising and helping the WBGS Model United Nations 
Team 2021 and giving us such a useful and interesting experience 
into the world of the United Nations.

Magadev Adam Kuha Kumaran L6F



Food Technology
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In September it was a relief to be back in school cooking 
again but social distancing and other Covid restrictions 
brought with it challenges. We had to adapt the way 

ingredients were brought in and how equipment was used but 
with the help of a fantastic industrial dishwasher that sterilised 
everything in 2 minutes, we were back up and running practical 
lessons.

Year 7 and 8 have not had the same food experience due 
to cooking in smaller groups but did manage to experience 
practical work that will provide essential life skills. The boys 
have also produced some excellent presentations on how to 
prevent food poisoning, as well as being able to go on a virtual 
international gastronomic journey, to explore the food culture 
of a chosen county. 

Then came lock down! This time, we rose to the challenge 
and ran cook-a-longs with GCSE classes and demonstrations 
with year 7 and 8. Mrs Zacharia and Ms Howard turned their 
kitchens into a TV studio and with the virtual support of Mr 
Boughton we were able to deliver engaging practical lessons 
from home! The boys loved being able to cook from their own 
kitchen which gave them a practical break from other virtual 
learning.

Food Technology home learning 
I have really enjoyed online learning for food tech though it was 
unfortunate that we were not able to be in school and cook in 
live lessons. I think that there was a good amount of work per 
lesson that was both enjoyable and interesting. I really love food 
tech and it was very sad that we were not able to cook risotto, 
tomato sauce and stir fry live in class.

The step by step cooking sessions that took the place of 
our lessons were really interesting and taught me a lot about 
things such as caramelisation as well as various other cooking 
and knife techniques to be used when slicing and dicing 
different types of food.

I really enjoyed making the powerpoint Google slides 
about food poisoning as well as describing and explaining 
Italian cuisine which is a cuisine I am extremely familiar with as 
it is the country my family is from. I think this is what has made 
me more interested in cooking in general, and learning how 
to cook traditional family dishes and basics from my family’s 
culture.

Food tech has also inspired me to take more care in the 
plating of food at home as not only does it make the food look 
nice but also makes it more appealing and it seems to taste 
better as well.

Overall I have really enjoyed food tech online learning 
during lockdown.

Michal Davis 8G

During lockdown I experienced cooking alongside my 
Food Tech classmates during live online practical 
lessons. Unlike other practical activities such as Science 

experiments, cooking lessons can easily be done at home. It 
was a really congenial experience and I learnt new cooking tips 
and skills which will give me more confidence when cooking 
in the future. The dishes I made were: Focaccia, Pizza and Fish 
Cakes, all of which were delicious and relatively easy to make. 
The pizza was the easiest to make and since the lesson, I have 
made pizza a few more times. 

Even though I was not at school I could follow along with 
the live lesson in the comfort of my own home with the added 
advantage that it didn’t matter if I ran over the allotted time. Food 
Tech is one of my favourite subjects as cooking is a good way to 
destress from other lessons. In addition, we get to develop an 
important life skill as well as the science behind food.

Tayyub Akbar 9C

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
In March we welcomed the news that we could go 
back to school, this was a great relief for all especially 
the year 11 food students who were able to do their 
GCSE mock food examinations.

Competitions
The Food teachers’ centre ran another Tunnocks Tea 
Cake challenge – this year’s theme was ‘Teacake 
travels the world.’ Our year 10 food students put on 
their thinking hats and came up with some creative 
ideas. 

Enrichment Week
The Tunnocks Teacake made a further appearance 
in our Enrichment week food styling task. Sixteen 
year 7 and 8 classes had a 10 minute insight into 
professional food styling and were then set a 20 
minute challenge to style their own teacake or biscuit. 
Amidst the furry of icing sugar, rivers of fruit coulis, 
drizzles of chocolate sauces and lashings of cream, 
the boys had great fun as they rose to this culinary 
challenge.

HZ
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School House System  
during 2020-2021

I
t was in the mid-1800s that Dr. Thomas Arnold, the 
Headmaster of the independent Rugby School, introduced 
the concept of a House system to encourage friendly 
competition between students and nurture positive 

morals. Almost two centuries later, that ethos has continued at 
WBGS with each House competing for the House Cup by earning 
“House Points” through exemplary participation in lessons 
and the wider school community, along with the House Charity 
Goblet, which is awarded to the House that raises the most 
money for charity.

There were four charities which the school aimed to support 
throughout the year: 

 • Stephen Lawrence Trust - committed to promoting 
opportunities for disadvantaged children in the legacy of 
Stephen Lawrence.

 • Raise - aims to raise money for West Hertfordshire 
hospitals in order to improve the experience and 
livelihoods of both patients and staff.

 • Prostate Cancer UK - seeks to support the 1/8 men 
diagnosed with this condition.

 • CALM (Campaign Against Living Miserably) - leads the 
movement against suicide and depression in Britain by 
raising awareness and through providing professional 
help lines.

The list of charities which the school selects are different 
each year, but unlike previous years, the pandemic required 
unique creativity in raising funds; the wide range of normal 
charity events which would normally be planned, from dodgeball 

tournaments to bake sales, had to be reduced solely to those 
which could be conducted in a socially-distanced manner. 
However, this challenge was successfully undertaken, and all 
together, the Houses successfully raised over £2700 for charity 
this year!

The more challenging experience posed by the pandemic 
was mirrored for the House Captains in Lower 6th too. Although 
our role involves being approachable to younger years, the 
circumstances meant that we weren’t even able to see any 
of the younger students who we sought to lead, and instead 
frantically put together virtual online assemblies through 
lockdown! In a way though, the topics covered in them were 
especially important compared to other years; there was 
no guidebook on transitioning from “normal” schooling to 
education in a pandemic virtually without warning, so relying 
on the experiences of other students became a helpful tool and 
something we aimed to achieve in every assembly.

Going forward, as restrictions begin to ease, the school 
will begin offering a variety of opportunities that sadly had to 
be dropped over the last year. Inter-House competitions and 
activities, from chess to debating and even photography to 
drama, will soon be offered within school once more. The scope 
for sporting fixtures will also be restored, with the list of sports 
previously offered being extensive: hockey, cricket, rugby, table 
tennis, kabaddi and tug-of-war are some of the many activities 
to look forward to! 

Above all though, the House system continues to 
encourage competition and cooperation, fostering friendships 
and teamwork, while greatly enhancing school life and assisting 
the local community through its charitable endeavours.

Ibrahim Chaudry,  Groves House Captain & Senior Prefect L6G
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Captain Sir Tom Moore

A Poem
100 words
Even if in the war or
The peaceful azure world.
He stands up brave
Accomplishing any task.

He served in the war,
Fighting amongst warriors,
His courage protecting him,
As he fought, armed.

He raised money for charity,
For the NHS to save lives,
He walked around his garden,
And walked further to victory.

He raised thirty three 
Million pounds.
If one pound can save a life,
Then how much lives would
Thirty three million pounds save?

This man, this hero, this saviour,
This centenarian, 
He saved lives, but sadly died of
The coronavirus, let him rest in peace.

Navaneeth Prakash Menon 7F

NHS Workers Morale 
Boost Community Project

Celebrating Captain Sir Tom Moore 
by doing something 100 times.

Dabirul Islam Choudhury

D
abirul Islam Choudhury is the 101 year 
old man who raised more than £420,000 
during the first lockdown during Ramadan 
2020 for Covid relief. He began walking 

100 laps of the 80-metre garden on 26 April to 
raise £1,000, but hit his target within hours. Since 
it happened his JustGiving page has raised more 
than £600,000 for the Ramadan Family Commitment 
Covid-19 crisis initiative, run by British-Bangladeshi 
television broadcaster Channel S. He even plans to 
continue walking over the holy month of Ramadan 
whilst fasting. 

Dabirul has been made an OBE and has set the 
challenge which has been seen by people in more 
than 150 cities worldwide who have signed up to 
raise funds for coronavirus victims. This challenge, 
for people to walk in their local park or garden to try 
and all together reach 1.5 million steps was due on 
the 17th April but had to be scheduled to a week later 
because of the Duke of Edinburgh’s funeral. Dabirul 
Islam Choudhury was actually inspired by the late Sir 
Tom Moore.  Dabirul said of his OBE “I feel proud they 
have honoured me for the efforts I have done. I thank 
everybody from the bottom of my heart.”. 

Sulaiman Nazar 8C

M
y mum and I had Covid-19 over the Christmas 2020 holiday. We 
did not have it badly and got better at home.  

The NHS has done A LOT for me because I have 
high functioning autism and ADHD. I’ve been through 

most departments at Peace Children’s Centre in Watford: audiology, 
paediatricians, speech and language, enuresis clinic, occupational therapy, 
PALMS and special care dentistry!

When I was very little my granddad died after 5 weeks in Intensive Care 
at Northwick Park Hospital. They were AMAZING with him.  My mum wanted to 
do something to support the NHS during the third national lockdown.

Using local social media, local churches and our friends and working 
with RAISE the West Hertfordshire Hospital Charity we have asked the 
local community across Chorleywood, Rickmansworth and Croxley Green 
to donate a specific list of items for local NHS staff to give them a much 
needed morale boost as they work tirelessly through, what has been, the 
worst wave pandemic.

Since taking in the first donations on Sunday 10th January 2021, 
by today 8th February we have now sent over 140 boxes to over 70 NHS 
departments including all the local hospitals, hospices, community nursing 
teams, vaccination centres and ambulance services.  

We asked the community to help by adding some of the list of items 
to their regular supermarket home delivery and dropping them at one of 
our 3 donation hubs in Chorleywood, Rickmansworth and Croxley Green.
The list of items we ask for:
Multi packs of 500ml bottled water
Cereal Bars/Flapjacks
Biscuits
Crisps – Multi packs
Packets of wrapped boiled sweets
NIVEA Soft Tube (75ml) Moisturiser
Vaseline 20g lip salve tins or Lipsy twist up lip salves
Shampoo
Shower Gel
Deodorant
Face Cream

We are going to carry 
on doing this until the 
number of people in hospital 
is much lower.

Below are some photos 
of me packing and carrying 
boxes and of the many nurses 
and doctors and other NHS 
workers who have received 
our community donation 
boxes and some of the letters 
and messages of thanks we 
have received.

William Nice 8F



I
n September 2020, the Lower Sixth Form were informed 
about a competition called the ‘Young Enterprise 
Company Programme.’ The journey of a group of friends 
to complete the Young Enterprise programme 2020-
2021 has been one of ups-and-downs. Many assumed 
this programme would be a relatively easy money-

making opportunity but it turned out do be quite different. 
Young Enterprise is a UK Charity which specialises in providing 
enterprise and financial education for young people. The Young 
Enterprise Company Programme is an opportunity to create 
your own company, design and manufacture a unique product 
and sell to the general public and make a profit. The project 
lasted a year and gave us invaluable insights into the world of 
business and enterprise.

In October, our company formed a business plan for selling 
our toothbrushes. This involved producing our toothbrushes 
and packaging at school and then selling them at our school 
and other public areas. In our first business plan, we originally 
planned to create a multi-use toothbrush that included a tongue 
scratcher, dental floss and a toothpick. From our research, we 
discovered which materials were needed to produce our multi-
use toothbrush. This included purchasing bamboo floorboards 
from B&Q and timber dowels for the handles. However, we also 
found out that we would need permission from a manufacturer 
to use their filling machine to puncture bristles into our 
toothbrush.

When the second lockdown was announced in November, 
we couldn’t use the school facilities because schools were 

closed. This also meant that we couldn’t create the multi-use 
toothbrush that we had first planned. However, despite these 
setbacks, our team decided to be resilient, so we scrapped 
our first business plan and created a new one that adapted 
to our situations during the lockdown. To help produce our 
toothbrushes, we had contacted several companies however 
many of them were unable to do so. Later, our team collaborated 
with a company called ‘Plastic phobia’, distributors of zero 
waste products, in the manufacturing and production stages 
of our bamboo brushes. They were able to sell 100 of their 
toothbrushes to us for £1.16 each, and we were permitted to 
use our branding on the toothbrushes. To make the packaging, 
we used cardboard and paper labels, which we decided were 
the most sustainable materials, and we were also able to use a 
printer at home to print our logo on the paper labels.

Our company was called Eco-Fresh, and the idea was 
to provide affordable sustainable toothbrushes. Eco-Fresh, is 
deeply committed to helping people to reduce their carbon 
footprint and to help people to reduce their use of plastic. We 
recognise that by 2050, there will be more plastic in the ocean 
than fish. This is why we believe that people must act now, to 
prevent this carbon crisis from happening.

The toothbrushes are made from bamboo, which is 
biodegradable and recyclable. We recognise that even the 
smallest objects, such as plastic toothbrushes, are often the 
largest contributors to environmental damage. In the UK, 
around 200 million plastic toothbrushes are being disposed of 
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Charity Collections
Since November 2019 I, Santosh Shah and my team of 
other year 11 students, have been collecting unwanted and 
unopened items from local pharmacies such as catheters, 
dressings and stoma appliances. There is a lack of these items 
in developing countries in Asia and Africa. I worked with a 
charitable organisation called Shishukunj who support and 
fund a hospital in Bhuj, India. Unfortunately I only managed 
to send across one batch of collected items to the Bhuj 
hospital, because of the Coronavirus Pandemic. However I 
hope to continue sending more of the collected items once this 
pandemic ends, in order to provide these basic items to people 
who currently don’t have access to them. Therefore instead 
of disposing of them in the UK, it is beneficial for places such 
as in India, where at least the patients can benefit from these 
basic items. Hence I would like to thank everyone involved who 
helped me in this charitable work. 

Santosh Shah 11P

each year, and most of these toothbrushes end up in landfills or 
are dumped in the oceans, adding up to a total of 4000 tonnes 
of plastic. Plastic toothbrushes are made from polypropylene, 
which is sourced from fossil fuels, meaning that they take 
around 1000 years to decompose. Our bamboo toothbrushes, 
on the other hand, are 100% plant-based, so they decompose 
within 3 years, without causing any pollution.

Within the Young Enterprise group there were several 
roles including the financial director, Abenash; the managing 
director Banujan, who led the group and ensured deadlines 
were met; the sales director Magadev who was responsible for a 
sales strategy; The company secretary Lakshman was in charge 
of communicating with the other companies that we were 
involved with and kept a record of documents and files, as well 
as recording the minutes of our meetings. The sustainability 
director, Abinayan, ensured that our company upheld and 
worked towards finding new, innovative and economically 
reductive ways to stay green. The digital director, Wasil, who 
created the company website and the social media accounts 
for the company was responsible for raising the company’s 
profile and an operations director was in charge of overseeing 
all operational aspects of company strategy, Finally Kirijan was 
tasked with promoting our company through posters, fliers and 
brochures, as well as creating questionnaires that were passed 
throughout our year group to gain vital information that would 
be beneficial to us in progressing with the programme.

The main focus of our selling strategy was to promote 
our cause to the general public as well as our families and 
friends in order to interest then in what we believed in. We used 
social media platforms to spread awareness throughout school 
that we wanted to create a concrete foundation for the future 
generations in which they could thrive in a sustainable manner 
that had no adverse effects on the planet, hence our 100% 
sustainable toothbrush. 

We understood that it was vitally important that we 
had to deliver what we claim: ‘to be environmentally friendly’. 
Therefore we documented all processes during the programme 
and we feel as if customers should know what they’re buying 
and that they should feel confident that they know it would have 
a significant impact on their lives as well as the lives of others in 
the foreseeable future.

The Young Enterprise Programme has provided all 
members of our team with a plethora of skills that are not 
only work orientated but have also developed our personal 
characteristics and traits. Throughout the Programme, we all 
supported each other by offering to assist other and also 
providing each other with critical feedback to further our 
progress, an example of this is our poster which went through 
many reviews before reaching the final design. We believe this 
was a testament to our teamwork skills which were immensely 
developed due to the Young Enterprise Programme.  

One of the most important skills we have learnt is the 
ability to communicate effectively. We have built up this skill 
by taking part in multiple enterprise meetings where we have 
learned how to voice our ideas with colleagues and mentors. 
We have also been engaged in communicating with customers 
to sell our product and this has helped us to build confidence in 
speaking to others. Another important skill we have gained is an 
improvement in our work ethic as all of us have had to go above 
and beyond to accomplish the work we have done. 

The most valuable lesson we have learnt is that it is 
important to work as a team and listen to each other. Over our 
experience as a company, we have found that listening to each 
other has enabled us to perform better in terms of producing 
more sales and cooperating as a team. We recognise that each 
of us has our unique respective strengths, so it is important for 
us to utilise those skills to work harder.

COVID-19 has affected us all and no one was expecting our 
lives to change so quickly, especially for our Young Enterprise. 
We have had to adapt to attending regular meetings virtually. 
Due to COVID restrictions, we were not able to physically sell 
in public as we were hoping to do with something equivalent 
to a lemonade stand. As a result, we had to utilise technology 
as it was virtually our only option but a great opportunity to 
explore how to use technology to advertise and sell. In the end 
we managed to sell around one hundred and fifty toothbrushes 
and ironically most of our selling was done physically. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr Sadler 
for providing us with the opportunity to participate in the Young 
Enterprise Programme. We would also like to thank our Area 
Manager Jill O’Neill and our business advisor Ian Rodgers for 
their support throughout the programme. The Young Enterprise 
Programme provided our team with the opportunity to take a 
glimpse into the world of work via creating our own business 
in which we took accountability for our respective roles. If any 
of you are provided with the opportunity to participate in the 
programme, we would highly recommend for you to give it a 
look as it will certainly provide and develop attributes which 
can be implemented in a working environment and personally. 

Abenash Baskaran L6P Banujan Suresh L6N Abinayan Karunakaran 

L6N Kirijan Vignarajan L6N Lakshman Rajaloganathan L6N Wasil 

Khan L6N  Magadev Kuha Kumaran L6F
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Year Nine Drop Down Day

On Wednesday 24th January, the 
whole of year nine had a chance 
to participate in a PRE dropdown 
day. At the time of writing, it’s been 

over 75 years since the liberation of the Nazi 
death camps, and an end to the Holocaust. But 
while the Holocaust is long gone, genocide, 
discrimination and hatred remain present 
across the world. Because of this, we were 
given the chance to learn more about genocide, 
whether we took PRE for GCSE or not.

Unfortunately, when PRE day took 
place, we were still under lockdown, meaning 
our schools were closed. However, this didn’t 
stop the PRE department pressing on with 
their plans, and we all sat down in front of our 
laptops at 8.30, ready for what the day had in 
store. All regular lessons were cancelled, and 
we were given our briefing for the day. We were 
to get into groups and make a presentation 
on a recent genocide. The events ranged from 
genocides in Rwanda and Cambodia in the 20th 
century, to the atrocities committed in China, 
Sudan and Burma during our own lifetimes. 

We formed groups of up to 6, allowing 
us to study this meaningful topic while 
collaborating with our friends. In the first 2 
periods, we watched some heartbreaking 
videos about the holocaust, which really 
opened our eyes to the horrors of genocide 
and war. It really put into perspective how 
lucky we are. After this, we did some further 
research in our groups and began creating 
informative presentations on more recent acts 
of genocide. These presentations were not 
only helpful in informing ourselves and others, 
but they sparked discussion over how and 
why these acts occurred. We had meaningful 
conversations throughout the day. 

I was astounded by the maturity 
shown when discussing such sombre topics. 
In between the presentations, we had polite 
and thought-provoking discussions about 
the reasons for such acts, how the rest of 
the world responded to them and what 
we could learn from them; it made the 
lesson feel more like a stimulating and 
informative dialogue, rather than a series of 

one-sided presentations. By learning about 
the Holocaust and then learning about more 
recent atrocities, we were able to view the 
Holocaust through a more modern lens. 

Whilst acts such as the Holocaust or 
the Cambodian genocide happened decades 
ago, their reverberations are still felt today. 
Therefore, we need to learn about them, so 
we can prevent anyone going through such 
cruelty ever again, and to combat horrors 
which are going on as we speak, like the 
persecution of the Uighurs in China. This PRE 
day was a fantastic opportunity to learn more 
about the challenging topic of genocide, and 
we all came out of it in a reflective mood.

Another PRE dropdown day is planned 
for the summer, which promises to be just as 
interesting, and which we all look forward to. 
On behalf of year nine, we’d like to thank Mrs 
Charlton and the rest of the PRE department 
for planning the day, as well as every one of 
our regular subject teachers who went out of 
their way to make this day run so smoothly.
Sam Waddell 9F and Jeffrey-Lee Zimmatore 9F

Drop Down Day Two Medical Ethics

The purpose of the second PRE drop 
down day was to learn all about 
medical ethics. We started the day 
by listening to a presentation about 

medical ethics, different examples, and why 
discussion of it is important. The presentation 
was run by a doctor, Adrienn Gyori, and 
it focused on the moral repurcussions of 
three different specific subjects: Abortion, 
Euthanasia, and Genetic Engineering. For 
abortion, the doctor showed us the different 
areas of the world and the laws on abortion in 
those areas. For example, in the UK, mothers 
can have abortions up to 24 weeks, but in 
most countries, like the USA, an abortion 
can only be done up to the 12th week, 
but the mother normally finds out she is 
pregnant only a few weeks before that point. 
Dr Gyon then showed us the progression of 
the abortion laws in the UK, and how they 
have developed over the years. We were told 
about the reasons that a mother could get 
an abortion, be it to prevent mental damage, 
or to save the mother’s life. In the final part 
of that section, we were taught about a 
dentist named Savita Halappanavar, who 
was denied an abortion, and later died from 
a miscarriage.

Euthanasia was next, and we were first 
shown the legality of euthanasia around the 
world, similarly to the abortion part of the 
presentation. There were then many case 
studies given to us, all on euthanasia in 
different ways. It showed Harold Shipman, 
the serial killer who would kill his patients 
after getting into their inheritance, Nigel 
Cox, who wanted to help his elderly patient 
by ending her suffering, Assisted Suicide 
(Debbie Purdy who had multiple sclerosis 
wanted to end her own life, but she needed 
her husband to take her to a place where 
it was legal), and Tony Bland who was left 
in a coma after the Hillsborough Stadium 
disaster, and his parents had him taken off 
life support. The last thing in the euthanasia 
section was about the dangers of CPR.

The last section of the presentation 
was about genetic engineering. We were 
told about the different ways to assist 
fertilisation, the first being egg freezing. The 
ovaries are injected by hormones, the eggs 
are ‘harvested’ and then frozen. This almost 
entirely stops the process of aging, but 
implantation isn’t a guaranteed success. We 
looked at the case study of Natalie Evans, a 
woman who used the egg freezing method 

due to her ovarian cancer, and she and her 
husband broke up, and the partner wasn’t 
comfortable with them using the eggs, so 
she could never have a child. After that, we 
looked at embryo screening and surrogacy, 
different methods of having (or choosing 
a specific type of ) a child. The last thing 
we looked at in the presentation was the 
cloning of Dolly the sheep.

The rest of the day was spent making 
a podcast on one of the three subjects we 
looked at in the presentation. Dr. Hedges 
gave us a quick presentation on how to 
make a podcast, and afterwards, we had 
the day to make it. Period 2 was spent 
researching the topic that we chose. Period 
3 was recording the podcast and then we 
had period 4 to make it all work properly. In 
period 5, we got the opportunity to listen to 
everyone else in our form’s podcasts, and 
that took up the whole period. Overall, the 
whole day was very interesting, and taught 
the students a lot about subjects that 
they weren’t likely to know much about. It 
provided a lot of information that is very 
important for people to know, as they are 
all complex topics.

Thomas Wells 9B Daniel Crosse 9F
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Why does an education in religion  
and worldviews matter to me?

Though I myself do not identify with any religion, an education 
in religion and worldviews still matters deeply to me. 
Contradictory though it may seem, there is a simple reason 
for this: I strongly believe that an education in religion and 

worldviews is the thing that keeps our democracy safe. Let me explain: 
we have seen from history that powerful, democratic nations do not 
have their freedom violently seized from them - they give it up willingly. 
Look at Germany in the 1930s - Hitler may have strengthened and 
protected his power via assassinations and brutal persecution, but he 
became Chancellor (the position which allowed him to make important 
decisions that led to him becoming Führer) by being voted in. 

This begs the question: why on Earth did people vote 
for Hitler? Simply put, he turned them against each other. By 
using people’s ignorance towards those of different religions and 
worldviews (Jewish, Gypsy and Homosexual people), Hitler and his 
party were able to convince the German people that their problems 
all came from a particular group of people who he planned to deal 
with. Notice how all of this, Hitler becoming Chancellor, using that 
to become Führer, instigating the Holocaust, could have been 
prevented if the people of Germany had simply bothered to learn 
more about those of different faiths. If they had had the education 
in religion and world views that we have today, they would have 
seen through Hitler’s lies easily and he would have never come to 
power. 

Any day now, someone could come along who could be like 
Hitler. They could try to scapegoat a certain group of people, and 
use that to gain power and topple democracy and freedom. And if 
we aren’t knowledgeable enough about those different to us, we 
might fail to stop the truly evil people in this world. That’s why an 
education in religion and worldviews matters to me - it helps us to 
know the truth before we are told the lies.

Joel Smith 8G

Religious Education or education in worldviews is a vital 
subject which many schools across the UK teach. But is 
it necessary? Religion is a way of life for many people. 
Religious education is a source of understanding of 

other individuals whose religion is different to one’s own. 
Religious Education is important because it teaches you about 

other religions and if you do not learn about them you may offend 
someone. This can happen if you give them food that their religion 
doesn’t permit. This could lead to an argument and that person 
may never talk to you again and end a friendship because they have 
misinterpreted your good intentions. Learning Religious Education can 
help avoid arguments about differences because through the lessons 
you will learn about other people’s views on the world around them.

It also leads to a wider palette of options so you can 
accommodate guests of completely different faiths and beliefs. But 
the main point is that religious education is relevant in the modern 
world because London is a multicultural society and so now it is more 
important than ever to learn about different religions. Every day you 
will meet someone of different faith to you and if you understand their 
religion you can get to know them more and even make a new friend.

Religion can also help you with making better life choices. Even 
if you don’t agree with all of the religion’s practices, some may be 
useful and can be incorporated in daily life. For example, in Buddhism, 
meditation plays an important role but many other people also do it 
as a way to calm down. Sikhism, which is another religion also follows 
principles that we can all learn from. In Sikhs’ Gurdwaras (their place 
of worship) they give out food to people, no matter what their religion.

Another reason why learning about different people’s religions 
and belief’s is beneficial is that if you do not learn about how other 
people see the world or how they believe the world was created then 
you can become blinded by your own religion. This can happen to 
anyone and will turn that person into a very ignorant person and they 
may turn into a tyrant or dictator that may cause a war.

Teaching Religious Education to children will be beneficial 
because RE can ask and answer questions that people will encounter 
later on in their lives. Learning about religions and ethics can teach 
us about everyone and how everyone sees the world. I believe that 
Religious Education is invaluable and without RE people will not be 
able to communicate fully with each other.

Shaunak Punakar  7B
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In Response To:  
Is Christianity Logical - Is this a strength or a weakness?

Year 10 Ethics and Debate week

T
he argument presented in the 
paper we have just heard is 
one of a bipartite nature: that 
is to say it argues firstly for the 

illogic of Christianity, and secondly to 
pass a value judgement of utility upon 
this aspect of the Christian theological 
endeavour. 

Matthew first details an example 
of an analytic theological model, before 
pointing out the inherent flaw in this 
approach to the clarification of religious 
language and belief. Hinging upon the 
definition of God as pure Being, and 
therefore external to the set of formal 
rules prescribed by logic (which deals 
only with beings), the paper suggests a 
non-cognitivist, and therefore illogical, 
reading of Christianity, whereby we 
may understand religious language, for 
instance the common axiom ‘God is love’, 
to bear no relation to the scientific truth 
of an empiricist epistemological outlook. 
Prima facie, this would lead us to accept 
a non-realist account of Christianity, 
in which religious belief is in no way 
objectively true. However, we are instead 

provided with a nuanced position, one of 
non-cognitivism but also of realism, which 
seems to suggest that the distinction 
between the phenomenality of human 
language and logic, and the noumenality 
of God allows for the holding of both 
positions simultaneously. Religious 
language should be seen as limited 
and incapable of expressing objective 
truth regarding God, but this does not 
necessitate the negation of the truth of 
God itself. 

In regards to the usefulness this 
approach may bring for the Christian 
theologian, the paper puts forward the 
suggestion that this utility is found 
through the dissolution of philosophical 
assertions surrounding the absurdity 
of God. However, to make use of the 
Wittgensteinian language game model 
momentarily, we should understand that 
when we play ‘the theology game’ we 
have already predicated our dialectic 
upon the existence of God, and thus 
in a sense completed and left behind 
‘the philosophy game’. In this sense, 
it seems strange to suggest that 

philosophical threats to God warrant 
much consideration in the practice of 
theology. Rather then, a profound meta-
theological ambiguity remains, in regards 
to how the stripping of rationality from 
theology impacts its enactment, and how 
we should view the object of theology, if 
it may no longer be seen as appropriate 
to aim at a formalized clarification of the 
Biblical credo. 

It seems then that the main 
questions arising from Matthew’s paper, 
which should form the basis of our 
ensuing discourse, are as follows. Firstly, 
should religious language be interpreted 
non-cognitively, and, if so, does this 
necessitate a non-realist outlook on 
religious doctrines? Secondly, should God 
be understood as a being, or Being itself? 
And finally, what is the true object of 
theology, and is its progress not impeded 
by the removal of a set of internalized 
rules, to the extent that religious belief 
may become so subjective as to be 
removed entirely from the teachings of 
the Bible and the Church?

Lewis Macleod L6G

F
rom Monday the 24th of May to 
Friday the 28th of May, Year 10 
took part in Ethics and Debate 
week. During this time, we 

discussed and debated several relevant 
and thought provoking topics such as 
medical ethics and animal rights. It was 
an excellent opportunity to perfect our 
research and presentation skills, as 
these activities took up the whole day. In 
addition, the hands off attitude that Mrs 
Charlton gave us allowed different groups 
to come up with different ideas and 
strategies for answering the question. I 
found this quite interesting as I and my 
group often discussed different ideas and 
points that we could make. 

Everyday, the whole year would 
listen to an assembly which gave an 

introduction to the topic at hand. This 
helped us better understand the different 
viewpoints and opinions that so often 
appear when discussing ethical problems. 
Then, the next two and a half hours were 
spent researching. Not only did this give 
many of us a different mode of learning 
to attempt, it also prepared us for the 
independent studying and revising that is 
required during sixth form. The last fifty 
minutes of the day were spent presenting 
our findings to the class. Seeing the many 
different opinions on display in these 
presentations really emphasised the 
diverse nature of ethical debate, as many 
groups came to the same conclusion by 
wildly different means. 

Another aspect of the week that 
helped make each day interesting was the 

different format of presenting our work. 
On Monday, we presented power points, 
on Tuesday we presented podcasts and 
on Wednesday we presented posters. All 
three of these formats needed different 
types of skills, helping to diversify the 
way we worked. In short, Ethics and 
Debate week was an interesting change 
of pace when compared to the normal 
school week. The free rein that us 
students had allowed us to explore each 
topic at our own pace, making it all the 
more interesting when everyone came 
together to present their day’s findings 
in the form of a poster, podcast and 
presentation. 

Ionut Chiru 10C

1 8  S C H O O L  L I F E



T H E  F U L L E R I A N  2 0 2 0 - 2 1  1 9

Maths in Motion Club

Industrial Cadets
T

aking part in Industrial Cadets is a great way to improve 
your skills in teamwork, initiative and research. 

This year, we had to design a school on an island, 
which was particularly interesting, as schools on islands 

will be the schools of the future. With overpopulation becoming a 
severe problem in countries like China and India, schools on islands 
will become a prominent part of the education sector. In this project, 
we had to overcome several obstacles, such as energy sources, 
transportation, accommodation and many other small challenges 
which would affect the overall effectiveness of the school. 

Over the past year we have run Maths in Motion Club regularly 
during Tuesday lunchtimes, along with support from Mr Kendal 
and Mr Chase. Maths and Motion Club is a Formula 1 Racing 
simulation, where the participants create their individual cars 
to race one another. All of our club members have learnt about 
different tyres, weather patterns, different bends or straights, 
safe speeds, petrol calculations and most importantly risk 
taking. Through these skills, they have developed as more 
competitive members. We are sure they all have enjoyed the 
rollercoaster ride we have been on with the club which started in 
October up until March when the Corona virus pandemic halted 
further progress. 

Throughout this shorter club year, we have completed 
numerous races on different racetracks scattered all over the 
world. These range from the Suzuka circuit in Japan to Silverstone 
in England. Mostly we followed the racetracks according to the 
Formula 1 calendar, but have also challenged the members of our 
club to some trickier races. The latest races we completed were all 
preparing for entry into the world challenge knockouts, which we 
never got round to completing because of the pandemic breakout. 
However we are proud of all our members for their dedication and 
commitment towards the club and we hope to see them continuing 
the following year, at the other end of this pandemic.  

Kirijan Vignarajan 11N Santosh Shah 11P 

I have been participating in Maths in Motion ever since I joined the 
school and I’ve enjoyed it thoroughly. Whether it’s the moments 
of despair such as when my car was cruising towards victory in 
Singapore only to run out of fuel on the final lap, or moments of 
joy when my car and strategy beat the year 11s by less than half a 
second to qualify it for the world challenge. I really enjoy the club 
because you really get a feel and taste for victory when you make 
that one small change in the strategy such as pitting a single lap 
earlier, or managing to improve one of your key features so you 
can trump everyone on that part of the circuit. 

What also helps me really enjoy the club is my love for 
motorsport, particularly Formula One. I really enjoy the ability 
to design my own cars, the same things that people like Adrian 
Newey of Red Bull or James Allison of Mercedes do on a day-to-
day basis, even though it is a much simpler version of the high-
tech, complex machinery they are involved with. When school 
was closed, I was third in the championship, only 19 points 
behind second and 26 points off the lead. I’m certain that if the 
championship had continued, I would have won. (I was hot on 
their heels) I can’t wait until the next school year starts so that 
another season of Maths in Motion can begin. 

Sasha Macmillen 

Though it was not as expected, due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
I would say this project has been successful for our team, and all 
of us have worked hard, even though we had to do many things 
remotely. Lastly, I would like to thank Dr Leach, for organising 
this event, and guiding us all the way through, from organising 
Google meets, to doing recordings.

I would say Industrial Cadets is definitely a thing to do 
for those who are interested in STEM and developing teamwork 
skills.

Parth Marathe 9C



Keep Calm and Carol On
T

his year’s carol service, fittingly titled “Keep Calm and 
Carol On!” took place on the 15th of December as a 
very unique term drew to a close. Unable to fill the 
usual venue, St Michaels, the choir and other school 

members assembled on the outdoor amphitheatre steps for 
an afternoon of carols and readings. Calm though we were, 
carolling on proved a rather more difficult task. With the wind 
biting at our collars, and our voices unaided by the nave’s 
architectural acoustics, we were naturally slightly anxious.

However, with the onset of the opening verse of Once in 
Royal David’s City, our fears dissipated. The bristly breeze was 
no match for us hardy choristers, and soon the voices swelled 
to a crescendo. Having not sung together for some months, 
and with some of our number self-isolating (either with COVID 
or last-minute “changes-of-plan”), the melody occasionally 
thinned out. However, we always pulled through to the final 
harmonisation, with the addled gasps of the sopranos happily 
oversung by the more experienced ranks of tenors. Without the 
time (or, indeed, the will!) for the traditional KJV nine lessons, 
we resolved to stick to the important bits: Jesus’ birth and the 
adoration of the shepherds. This we interspersed with merry 
carols and mulled wine. 

In a word, the carol service was a great success, with the 
final words of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing bringing the joyful 
episode to a close. Though coronavirus had kept us out of the 
church, our experience was nonetheless fantastic, and much 
more akin to that of those Nazarene shepherds, who hearkened 
the call of the angels all those nights ago.

Many thanks to the school chaplain, Mr Matthews, for 
organising such a brilliant event to end the term. 

Dominic Dale U6C
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T
he Senior Prefect and Head Boy team application 
process was a nail-bitingly nervous yet deeply 
rewarding experience. It initially started with a 
Google Form in which everyone who wanted a 
position would have to detail things like their 
previous contributions to the school such as music 

and sports. The online and impersonal nature of the application 
at first was a good initiation but not be too intimidating though 
it did convey the rigor to follow.

We were then instructed to vote for 10 of our peers to be in 
the senior prefect positions in a later form. This was surprisingly 
enjoyable as people had to campaign and persuade each other 
for every little vote they could get their hands on. Ultimately, a 
decision was made. The Head Boy team of around 13 individuals 
was selected and a few more senior prefects were allocated 
as well. Luckily, I myself was selected to the Head Boy team, 
which in of itself was a huge relief but the journey was far from 
over. We were suddenly informed that we would be scheduled 
for a brief yet intense interview to further whittle down the 
candidates for the Head Boy position. 

The interview questions were nothing out of the ordinary, 
but the pressure of having your Head of Year and one of the 
most senior members of the school staff peering at you whilst 
you had to think on the spot was definitely not something that 
anyone could have thought would have happened all the way 
back when we first received the Google forms. 

It was around this stage that 4 students were selected to 
be Deputy Head Boys, of which one would become the Head 
Boy. Akshay Mehta, Joe Bailey, Kyle Shah, and I were chosen to 
proceed to the Hustings. We were granted slightly over a week 
to prepare and rehearse a speech which we would perform 
to all the different year groups in the school, the catch being 
we would have to base it on a great leader. The selection of 
leaders starkly contrasted from candidate to candidate but 
all of the candidates ultimately justified their selection. It was 
a thrilling and awe-inducing experience. All eyes on us when 
we presented. The presentations all took around a week, 
concluding with a presentation to our own Year Group. 

When all was said and done, the results were in and we 
were called to the Head Master’s office. He announced the 
results in perhaps the most suspenseful manner possible. 
Finally I had won the Hustings and was to be the Head Boy of 
Watford Boys. The other boys, respectfully clapped and they 
were also allocated their new roles in the new leadership team. 
All in all, it was an unrepeatable experience for me.

Sidney Sarpong L6B

Becoming Head Boy 2021/22
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Finding new ways  
to share and inspire reading

W
e live in ever-changing times and even more 
so with the added impact of Covid-19. Like 
everyone over the last year, as your school 
librarian, I had to find ways to adapt to the 
changing landscape. This has been especially 

hard as access to the school library has been limited meaning 
we have not been able to loan out books in the usual way. With 
all the evidence regarding the positive effect of reading on the 
brain and mental wellbeing, the school found this concerning 
and wanted to ensure access to reading was available to both 
staff and students.

WBGS did have a head start as we were lucky enough to 
have already invested in the VLeBook reading platform and we 
purchased many more exciting new eBooks during lockdown, 
providing easier access to reading, especially supporting 
students and staff reading at home. A Library newsletter 
was created to keep everyone updated on new books and to 
communicate reading events; we had lots of lovely feedback – 
“great to see what new books are in and I’m looking forward to 
reading some of them”.

As your librarian, my mission has been to offer as many 
of our staff and students as possible a chance to borrow 
books despite the reduced access to the library; this has been 
achieved through year group class visits to the library, delivering 
boxes of books to classrooms and operating a click and collect 
reservation service.

One event we were able to take part in was the Year 7 
Induction to the library. I was so pleased to have the opportunity 
to welcome the boys to the school library back in September. 
We usually have lots of fun and this year was no exception, 
although the students were unable to wander around touching 
the books (as we were advised this could potentially spread the 
virus). Instead, along with being introduced to the Library we 
had a lively book quiz and a chat to find out where they relax to 
read a book. Some answers caused lots of laughter.

Covid-19 didn’t stop WBGS celebrating ‘World Book Day’ 
and we reopened just in time. It was a busy couple of weeks 
getting back in to the routine of school, but the year 9 boys rose 
to the challenge to write a rap/poem based on a book they have 
read. Mr Roy invited me over to the English Department to hear 

some of their raps and we were blown away by the amazing 
rhythms and poetry the boys had written. Well done to them!

We also honoured the Tolkien Reading Day with My 
Braddick-Southgate; the theme for this year was ‘hope and 
courage’. The celebrations sparked many a conversation on our 
favourite Tolkien book, films vs books and trying to name all the 
dwarves. Teachers and pupils were subjected to a challenging 
quiz testing their knowledge of the Lord of the Rings series. 
There were four winners who each received a copy of The 
Silmarillion: Max Pillay 8F, Keeyan Suleman 9N, Zak O’Connor 
L6R and Ms Herlock (staff ); congratulations to these high 
scorers!

COVID-19 has made the Library much quieter as students 
can only visit in their bubbles and I do miss the liveliness of 
break times. However, when they are here, their enthusiasm to 
borrow books is wonderful. I look forward to welcoming all back 
in the Library in an ‘ever hopeful’ normal Autumn Term.

Mrs Waterman: School Librarian

Charity Book Collection
In July 2021, I helped collect and send relatively new 
books, both fiction and non-fiction, to India and 
Nepal. The charitable organisation Shishukunj, is 
arranging a container of such books to be shipped 
across to partner schools in Nepal and India for 
children who currently have no access to such a wide 
variety. Mrs Waterman, the school librarian helped me 
with her collection of books in the library; she kindly 
gave me a choice of books to select from. Therefore 
the children can benefit from books ranging from 
world cities and art forms all the way to action and 
adventure fiction novels. 

Santosh Shah L6P
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Duke of Edinburgh  
Gold Award Expedition

We arrived at Tryvan campsite on the 
first day and started our adventure in the 
mountains of Snowdonia. The mountains 
climbed and traversed were: 
Tryvan 917m
Glyder Fawr 1001m
Wild camp at Llyn y Cwn 710m
Y Garn 947m
Foel-Goch 830m
Mynydd Perfedd 812m
Elidir Fawr 924m

The 4 days that we spent in the 
mountains exemplified the spirit and 
teamwork of an exceptional bunch of 
boys and it was a pleasure to lead 
them. They never gave up and never 
complained about the conditions. 
They should all be proud of their 
achievements.

Highlights of the expedition included,
The escaping Trangia.
Bottom shuffling down a scree slope 
for 300m.
Watching the football!

Mr Mason
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator.
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Year 7 First Place

Train Tracks, by Edgar Barnes

The train tracks twisted through Germany,
Like an evil snake.
Brakes hissing, wheels clattering,
Cattle cars juddering. Inside, misery.

The train tracks did not know
What they were doing.
Smoke stack puffing, chains rattling,
Engines grinding. Inside, fear.

The train tracks wound to the end of the 
line,
Joining in hateful knots.
It was humanity’s darkest day,
The betrayal of a people.
But - inside us, remembrance.

Year 7 Highly Commended

Black, by Dylan John

That day
We walked
They snatched us
We were pulled out of our lives
They burnt our home
They shot
Him

They pushed us
They threw us
Like we were
Nothing

Suddenly
We were somewhere
Dark
Cold
Loud
And then
Pain
And scream
She was dead.

We ran
For days
But there was no escape
And just like that
Me
Him
We were
Gone

It was loud
Big bang
Immense pain
More screams
Rat-a-tat tat
Red
White
Yellow
And then

Black

Find your type of light, by Vincent Lee

Dark.
Sees darkness, hears darkness, feels 
darkness.
Yes, I am darkness.
Only because I haven’t found my light.
The type of light that hides a shadow, 
hides darkness.
The type of light that separates good from 
evil.
The type of light that won’t just change 
you as a person,
But will change your soul.

A light that provokes you to slice through 
a shadow clean.
A light that warms you like a mother’s 
garden.
A light that motivates you to climb a 
mountain,
Cross rivers, tame animals.
Your light.

We all have light, either to be found or not 
found.

Yes I am darkness, 
But there is light shining in me too.

Holocaust Memorial Day Poetry
A poetry competition open to years 7 & 8 was held to honour Holocause Memorial Day.  

The theme was ‘A Light in the Darkness’.

Year 7
Winner - Edgar Barnes 7R

Highly commended - Dylan John, 7C Vincent Lee 7B
 

Year 8
Winner - Charles Foster 8G

Highly commended – Michal Davis, 8G Jai Arora, 8P 
Matei Maruti, 8N Nikita Ruso 8F
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Year 8 First Place

Be the light in the darkness,  
by Charles Foster 8G

Alone in the darkness
Clothes taken, family gone
Find the power to carry on

Branded like cattle
Worked to the bone
Find the strength to stand alone

Persecuted and abused
Your religion a crime
Be the light that shines through time

For we will remember
Your people’s pain
Your suffering will not be in vain

Year 8 Highly Commended

Through my eyes  Michal Davis 8G

An entire existence, shamed by a star
Worn by a war of persecution
The fall of a people
A stain in humanity’s history
A way of life wiped away at the sound of 
the guns
A struggle to live on
Mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, 
brothers, sisters, lost
Burning books to mass genocide
From the chilling screams of the chambers
To the silence of the snow falling
From darkness to light
The candle glows

The Light at the end of the Tunnel, (extract)  
by Nikita Ruso 8F

There was a Light at the end of the Tunnel
But it’s gone now
And all they do is funnel us
Sometimes into houses and sometimes into 
buildings with chimneys
Always black smoke, but with our stiff 
knees what can we do?
Nothing, nothing but chew
The mouldy bread they give us
And hope for the day
The day when we see the Light at the end of 
the Tunnel

Always clothes spare
I wonder where they come from, it’s as if 
they appear from thin air

And who is Talia?
Why is her name on the floor of the square?
Why do people go missing when promised 
to see the Light at the end of the Tunnel
And all we can see is a runnel of red
We are promised to be let go anon
But sometimes I wonder if there is a further 
meaning to that
It makes me wonder if there are bigger 
things than the fence I’ve known my whole 
life
But I’ll never know unless I see the Light at 
the end of the Tunnel

It’s so dark in the Tunnel
The rumble of the guns only makes the light 
fade greater
Will I ever learn the truth of this world?
This world that makes people disappear by 
a dictator
Drunk on the hope of being happy
I only ever wanted to know the truth

Life, (extract) by Jai Arora 8P

He hears a sharp strike of ammunition spray 
silently - seizing Gods’s creations,
Paralyzed by the sheer brutality of this 
loathing, halted by the life that drains out of his 
friend’s faces, maimed by their last innocent 
expression,
Explosions, dripping gore, death around every 
corner, suicide, torture; pain. 

Fear overwhelms his senses as he hides, truly 
terrified; 
His heart thumping, his blood squirming, 
his veins translucent, his ears popping, his 
adrenaline rushing,
Amidst, in the cacophony of wails, screams and 
moans, a miracle arrives,
He has stumbled Into a perfect escape plan, 
flawless in almost every way,
His eyes have drifted with fatigue, helplessly, 
upon a vacant vehicle; a miracle of easy 
freedom,
But nothing ever resolved simply.

He would be abandoning, deserting, the people 
who made him, who he was.
Leaving them at the callous mercy of 
bloodthirsty sever ties, faintly even considered 
barbaric, known as worse,
Guilt, springs fiercely upon him, dragging him 
to his knees, but he has to go on,
He is crippled by these bolts of vast pain and 
agony, broken like an orphan,
Tears await.

Woken; shaking uncontrollably from his 
vigorous recollection,
Crisp, crimson, corpses, sprawl like a still life, 

set in the fading moonlight, 
A stairway to freedom earned by lives 
unrightfully taken, sacrificed to satisfy a vanity 
of a belief,
Mud, blood and bones lather his boots as he 
stumbles upon the termination of his race.
Carnage and chaos has devastated the only 
place he could call home ; like terrible sieges 
between heaven and hell.
Lives lost, cultures consumed, beliefs broken, 
all because one wanted to eradicate a religion 
and their followers in hopes of pleasing an 
almighty being who advocated peace. 
Fresh streams of crystal ruby splashes across 
the soft plush earth, as he fights to hold the 
tears back.

When the sun eventually appears, basking him 
in warmth and belief, 
He finally strolls with purpose over the mellow 
ridges of the hilly landscape, disappearing 
behind the dandelion lime crests into dawn and 
beyond.
Only with strength, 
Will he be able to carry on a legacy; for the 
future of his kind. 
Life has given him a purpose and he will fulfill it 
without hesitation,
Fate has bestowed himself a saviour of an 
entire culture, an entire belief. 
Like a phoenix he will arise from the ashes of 
war, ready to give to others the pure life he 
once possessed,
The Sun will shine upon the sparkling turquoise 
tones of the sea while the sweet starlings will 
chirp blissful melodies from their trees. 

He has survived a Genocide 
But at what cost?

The weight of this statement occupies his mind, 
but he is one with hope...

Hope, by Matei Mirauti 8N

We hope 
For one day we will
See the light of day.

We hope 
To hear the splatter of rain
To hear the laughter of children

Oh I will do anything
To get out of here.

We listen to 
The cries as torture.

We listen to
The Germans shouting
To our own people.



Persuasive Speaking
Year 11

The Importance of Lego

In preparation for Lord Garmadon’s return, Master Wu recruits 
four young men and trains them in the way of the Ninja, 
tasking them with retrieving the Golden Weapons from 

their Dragon guardians. Along the way, they must unlock their 
ancient abilities, become a team, and stop Garmadon recreating 
Ninjago in his image. Opposing them in the hunt is an undead 
army and their four-armed leader, the King of the Underworld.

Some of you may recognise and remember this particular 
story plot. It’s a synopsis of the season from back in 2011; the 
story of Kai, Zane, Jai and Cole, the LEGO Masters of Spinjitzu.

Ever since the creation of Lego in 1932 it has been 
considered possibly the greatest source of entertainment to 
date. Starting off in a carpenter’s workshop, it has become 
synonymous with creativity and imagination, inspiring children 
and adults alike for 85 years with Lego’s revolutionary Automatic 
Binding Bricks. However its true potential has been hindered by 
the greatest pitfall of any childhood product: “It’s just a toy”. 
But is it really or could it serve a greater purpose in the world 
of education?

As I say this, I’m sure that a few useful instances come 
to mind, most obvious is probably the engineering, puzzle 
solving and creativity factors; you are essentially constructing 
the world’s most complex 3D puzzle, but not so obvious 
are improvements to motor skills, persistence and spatial 
awareness. No matter how obvious these developments are, 
the most important point is that these traits are all acquired 
passively with, seemingly, no effort whatsoever. So why is this 
so key? Well in schools, children as young as 5, maybe less, are 
sat down and the government tries to drill these skills into them 
by any means necessary, usually disguised under the name of 
“learner attributes”.  But with Lego these skills are absorbed 
subconsciously in a natural way, allowing the child to recall 
them at any given time without too much effort, I guess you 
could say it’s almost like riding a bike. This bike can also be 
ridden in 130 countries around the world where Lego is available 
and it’s not bound by language, religion or race.

Moving past this there are a few more topical issues 
where Lego could be of use, in the ongoing fight for equality, 
in terms of gender and race. Going back to our story, the four 
ninja were soon to gain a companion, which was then called 
Samurai X, throughout the next few seasons, this masked hero 
was pivotal in helping the ninja combat their foes. To the ninjas’ 
surprise, Samurai X was one of their relatives, Kai’s sister in fact. 
After this point Samurai X transformed into one of the ninja, 
the master of water, Nya. I reiterate that this was back in 2012. 
She went on to become a crucial part of the team, not because 
she was a woman, not because the writers were pressured into 
being politically correct, not because the ninja were worried 
about being labelled as sexist, but because she was a valuable 
asset to the team, a choice based on merit. Instead of engraving 
the idea of equality in a classroom with tests and presentations, 
why not slowly and gradually teach the values through the prism 
of TV.

The same can be said for the war against racism, up until 
2003 all Lego figurines were yellow-headed, because according 
to Senior director, Michael McNally “thanks to their ethnically 
neutral skin colour, Lego people can be any people – in any 
story, at any time.” So since 1978 Lego has been breaking the 
norms and they still do today, in perhaps some subtle, but 
unusual ways. The Lego universe expands across many species, 
planets and even universes, from the animal guardians of 
Chima to the bustling metropolis of Lego City. The point is that 
this variety of cultures is normalised to a child from an early 
age. This can perhaps help children socialise and integrate 
with other children of our own various cultures. Ninjago itself 
is loosely based on Oriental culture and legends, something 
that our claims of our love for Chinese food doesn’t make us 
experts in.

To round off, the charm of Lego is applicable in many 
ways, to a variety of different audiences. But possibly most 
accessible during our childhood after all as Master Wu said 
“There comes a time when we all must grow up. When that time 
comes, it’s important not to forget the lessons of our childhood. 
Because our childhood is the greatest training ground one will 
ever have.”

Pedro De Almeida 11F

How fast-fashion is destroying the planet

V irtual reality isn’t a new concept. The concept of ‘virtual 
reality’ was being publicised in art and literature as far 
back as the 1860s. With the creation of the first cheap, 

accessible headset in 1995, the world of entertainment was 
revolutionised. It gave someone the ability to travel somewhere, 
real or not, without getting off their sofa; to experience the 
atmosphere of a stadium, without having to make the commute; 
to feel like they’re in a supercar, without putting a dent in their 
bank account. That’s what we love - the feeling of luxury without 
the added cost. We want to look and feel expensive-ish. The 
virtual reality industry relies on this human obsession. But not 
only virtual reality relies on this, the industry of fast fashion is 
built on the exact same idea; their aim is to make us think we’re 
experiencing luxury, when we’re really not.

 We want to look expensive-ish. It’s a mindset that’s 
gripped hundreds of millions and dominated the whole industry 
of shopping. It’s why we love fast-fashion. What makes a fashion 
company fast is the fact that it’s centred around the idea of 
‘democratised high fashion’, or simply the knocking off of 
designer brands at scale. Typically, high-end brands will churn 
out numbers of clothes in a few seasonal releases taking almost 
2 years perfecting, producing and promoting a single garment. 
However, what fast-fashion brands have mastered is quick-
response manufacturing. This means that with shorter design, 
production and distribution times these brands can pump out 
on-trend clothes 5 times as quickly as those that the designs are 
copied. And we buy it. The reason fast-fashion is the only strand 
of this industry to have grown over the last 15 years is the fact 
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that it’s only these brands that can cater to our extreme need for 
affordable variety. Fast-fashion is fashion now. 

But while we say the fashion is ‘fast’, the fastest thing 
about the fashion is its lifespan, and that’s due to the mass 
production and purchasing of clothes. When we were born, 
around 15 years ago, the average person in the UK would buy 
40 new garments a year. Now we’ll average almost 70, with the 
number exponentially increasing year after year. As well as that, 
compared to 20 years ago, we keep what we buy for half as long. 
While it’s not necessary to stop buying clothes, we need to slow 
ourselves down. And, unfortunately, there’s a far bigger cost 
than the number on the receipt. 

The fashion industry, while being one of the biggest, is 
also the second most polluting industry in the world. In 2015, 
the production of clothes alone created more greenhouse gas 
emissions than all international flights and product shipping 
combined. To put it simply, the clothes in your suitcase 
damage the environment more than the flight you put them on. 
Furthermore, daily-worn synthetic fabrics such as polyester and 
nylon, use 342 million barrels of oil every single year. Even worse 
is viscose which is a fabric that is frequently used in the fast-
fashion world. It is relatively inexpensive and can convey luxury 
for a much lower price. Found blended with cotton into almost 
every T-shirt and jacket you’ll buy, its production surprisingly 
uses no oil. However, this does not make it harmless. Over 33% 
of the viscose used in clothes by fast-fashion brands is sourced 
from ancient or endangered forests. Viscose is made from 
trees, with sadly only 30% of those harvested being used in 
the manufacture of clothes. 70% goes to waste. The companies 
that make these fabrics don’t seem to care about the negative 
impact this has, or at least they have thus far failed to address 
it. And that’s just the production of clothes, the way we get rid 
of them is far, far worse. 

For most people there are a few options when getting 
rid of clothes, the most common being throwing them away 
or taking them to a charity shop. The Joint Research Centre for 
the EU estimates that only around 13% of clothes disposed of 
are collected for reuse or recycling. That means that whilst we 
think dumping a heap of old stained clothes in a charity shop 
twice a year will save the environment and make the world a 
better place, 87% of the clothes will still be thrown away and 
burned in incinerators, or end up in landfill where they release 
extortionate amounts of methane. But at least shops like H&M 
are making a stand, or at least fooling us into thinking they are. 
You might have seen something called a recycling bin in H&M at 
some point, with the words GIVE YOUR UNWANTED CLOTHES TO 
GET 15% OF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE printed on it in bold. What 
they don’t say in bold letters is 90% OF THESE CLOTHES WILL BE 
IN A LANDFILL IN MOZAMBIQUE BY THE END OF THE WEEK. You 
see, it makes them look green, while at the same time making 
you shop more by giving you a discount to buy more clothes 
which you’ll soon ‘recycle’ again. They have us all fooled. 

I know what you’re thinking: there’s constantly things that 
people tell us not to do because it’s killing the planet like: don’t 
eat meat; don’t drive everywhere; don’t use plastic straws. But 
it’s not all as negative as it seems, as, unlike other issues that 
require mass political and governmental changes, there are 
small things that we can do that will make a huge difference. 

By wearing your clothes for 9 months longer, you would 
decrease your personal carbon footprint by 30%. And seeing as 

on average we buy 70 new items of clothing every year, replacing 
one new item with a second-hand item would massively reduce 
the amount of greenhouse gasses released into our atmosphere 
as a result of our purchase. In fact, it would be the equivalent of 
taking half a million cars off the road for a whole year! As we’ve 
come to fully realise over the last decade, the world is rapidly 
dying. By simply going to a charity shop just once a year, we 
can slow that down. It’s not that complicated. And that’s what 
we’re not told. 

Fast-fashion isn’t a new concept. The concept of Fast-
fashion for two decades has been the dominant force in the 
world of shopping, but it’s never been more harmful than it is 
today. They want us to obsess over our desire to look and feel 
expensive-ish. All we need to do is bear that expense and be 
slightly less selfish. 

David Roberts 11B

Are electric cars the future of transport?

Before I start this speech I want to ask you a question 
just for you to think about to yourselves. How much 
carbon dioxide is produced yearly from burning fossil 

fuels? Just have a think. Fossil fuels developed billions of years 
ago. The growth of burning fossil fuels started in the 1880s, 
when coal was first used to generate electricity for homes and 
businesses and factories. Since then the fossil fuel production 
has expanded and an increase of usage has led to the inevitable 
fact that they will run out one day, which makes me address 
the question of what will happen to our transport services and 
whether electric cars and electrification of all transport are the 
way of the future?

There are an estimated 7.2 million electric cars in stock 
across the world. In 2019 sales of electric cars topped 2.1 million 
globally. This is a huge increase in a world that is still powered 
by fossil fuels, like coal, oil and natural gas. Electric cars are 
becoming more and more populated over the world but what 
is it that actually drives people to buy them; what is the most 
appealing thing, what catches the eye? For the average middle 
class worker, it could be the reliability, the exemption from the 
London congestion charge. But what about the upper class? 
Luxury electric cars and electric supercars are now taking over a 
booming metropolis of a motoring industry. 

The secret for the takeover manipulation? An epitome of 
this is Tesla, one of the biggest companies in the production 
of electric cars. In 2019, Tesla sold less than 400,000 vehicles 
but its valuation is greater than the combined valuation of 
Volkswagen and GM which sold 18 million vehicles, it shows 
Tesla is short selling and short covering. These were the facts 
explained by Ralph Nader, an American activist who has been 
looking at the changes in Tesla stocks over the last few years. 
It can be argued that the stock market itself is overvalued but 
the changes in Tesla’s stock market price is too soon, from a big 
increase from last year to this year. 

To emphasise my point we can also talk about the huge 
prices of electric supercars. Now yes, normal super cars run on 
petrol are expensive but let’s look at Ferrari, Porsche, McLaren 
which are all revolutionising the future of electric cars. The 
Ferrari LaFerrari, Porsche 918, McLaren P1, these are all hybrids, 
running on petrol and electricity. These cars cost between 
$860,000 - $2.2 million dollars. These are huge amounts of 
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money for cars which are still fuel powered. So what does this 
say, are these supercars that are supposedly better for the 
environment really worth it, or is it just for the money? 

A Czech company called Rimac made the first fully electric 
sports car. This was a big innovation that could revolutionise the 
future of electric cars but let me take you to 10th of June 2017, 
when the Rimac concept one was crashed very severely. This 
crash not only destroyed the car but the Lithium batteries that 
powered this car caught fire for the next 4 days consecutively. 
What does this say about the safety of an electric supercar, as 
we know in this day and age crash tests are taken to the highest 
level?

However there are positives, electric cars are exempt 
from congestion zones charges, they emit no greenhouse gases 
when being driven and to some extent are very cheap to run. The 
batteries in electric cars are quick to produce and are cheap to 
manufacture. Some examples being electric cars produced by 
Nissan, hybrid cars do tend to have greater fuel efficiency and 
economy. The Toyota Prius, yes conceived as a boring, dull car 
has been one of the most practical hybrid cars that has led to 
many new ideas for electric cars to be created. It can be said that 
the Toyota Prius started the electric car movement. 

35 billion tonnes, that’s the estimated amount of carbon 
dioxide produced from burning fossil fuels every year. I think 
this substantial figure puts your mind into perspective and the 
immense problem that we are facing here. 

Nabil Moledina 11G

The Catfish of Social Media

We, as a human race, always feel the need to edit, 
further refine and IMPROVE. We want maximum 
quality with minimum imperfection. As a human race 

we are pride, greed, imagination, gluttony, comfort but still 
insecure. As a school community we are jealousy, success, 
determination yet still obstructed. And you, as human beings, 
using these premises and conclusions, are all of the above. 

Influenced by models, you tubers and artists, everyone 
wants to see the best of themselves visually. However, according 
to a recent study, the average person thinks that they are 20% 
less attractive than they actually are. What does that say about 
us? We constantly feel these imperfections, insecurities and 
jealousies? Or is that just us ‘being human’? 

Now I would say around 90% of you have one of Instagram 
or Snapchat - to you other 10%, what I am going to talk about 
may not concern you right now, but I am sure that it will in the 
near future. You 90%, I want you to think back to your posts, 
your friends’ posts, and your favourite footballer’s posts. The 
majority, no matter the number of followers, likes or comments, 
will have posted with a filter or edited their post. And why? 
It’s simple; to make them look better or feel better about 
themselves. Now don’t get me wrong, visual manipulations can 
be great - they’ve been used in some shape or form for hundreds 
of years. Take for example Anne of Cleves; she had her portrait  
“ADAPTED” by her finest miracle worker painter and sent to 
Henry VIII - she was walking down the aisle two weeks later. 
Filters can work miracles, improve self -appreciation and it is 
the FLAWLESS contract that you sign up to when you click the 
download icon. Nobody is saying that using filters doesn’t make 
you feel happier about yourself, but this spike in satisfaction 

is ultimately battered down with dogged anxiety and you are 
deceiving yourself, tricked into this false sense of reality. You 
are straining out your purity and leaving yourself with your 
insecurities.

According to studies, the average 15 year old teenager 
spends 16 minutes per day taking selfies. Those 960 seconds 
posing and catching the right angle shows how this BUSINESS 
is growing and overriding our lifestyles. A 2017 study into 
‘selfitis’, found a range of motivations for this persistent trend  
- It ranged from seeking a higher social status to shrugging off 
anxious thoughts, but these stocks of images are constantly 
being bought into. With so much life lived online now, from 
dating websites to job-hunting, perfect images of yourself are 
a necessity. With airbrush, a touch of lighting and filler you are 
transformed into that flawless, spot free, wrinkle free, date, 
employee or influencer. Then you go to that date or interview, or 
share that photo, with pending insecurity, trying to act as your 
perfect mirror.

This reflects how self-conscious we are about our 
appearance and on occasion this constant urge lowers our 
self-esteem to worrying levels. This is why we try to modify our 
appearance, to make us think we are somehow more valuable. 
This might be true for the now multimillionaire Kardashian 
family, but for most people, it is just a lie.

Now obviously there is convenience and success by 
using filters, editing software or having work done, but this 
convenience shouldn’t outweigh your own mental health!

Let me take you back now to November 2017. A family 
of three girls and their parents are at home in Harrow. That 
evening, the youngest daughter aged 14, does her homework 
and packs her school bag for the next day. The next morning 
her dad comes into her room to wake her up for school. He 
finds her dead. This normal schoolgirl from North London 
committed suicide at the hands of social media. Her name was 
Molly Russell. A post was soon discovered from the Instagram 
accounts she had followed, titled: ‘This world is so cruel and I 
don’t want to see it anymore’. But her tragic death is only one 
out of the 200 plus British school children who take their lives 
every year. We need to fix this. This super-fun-crazy-expressive 
person is actually a liability to themselves, they feel helpless, 
vulnerable, worthless, and this isolation as a result of social 
media can and will kill many more teenagers across the country. 

So next time you are choosing a filter, remember the 
story of Molly Russell. Whilst you spend 960 seconds of your 
day taking selfies, 18 more people a day die from suicide and 
many more attempt it. Being perfect is having the maximum 
quality with minimum imperfection, but we are not that. We 
need to accept ourselves for who we truly are. So every once in a 
while, have that second of jealousy, that moment of greed, that 
minute of insecurity. Because we are not all that comfortable, 
successful and determined, or never jealous and full of greed, 
but these qualities are what makes you a human being and 
makes us as a human race, so keep them.

Ishan Patel 11C
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Does Britain owe reparations to India?

Before I begin speaking I would like to inform you that 
the India I refer to in this text no longer exists but 
has become three separate independent states: the 

nowadays India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 
The British had called themselves the Great British 

Empire. But what was so great about the murder of tens of 
millions of people? What was so great about the exploitation of 
stolen lands or the dehumanisation of individuals? What was so 
great about the poverty-stricken countries that were left behind 
and thrown into wars? This is the legacy of the British Empire. It 
is not the one that we are taught in schools but the one that has 
been ripped out of our textbooks. 

In 1600, when the East India Company was established, 
Britain was producing just 1.8% of the world’s GDP, while India 
was generating some 23%. This grew to 27% by 1700. By 1940, 
after nearly two centuries of the Raj, Britain accounted for 
nearly 10% of world GDP, while India had been reduced to a poor 
“third-world” country, destitute and starving, a global poster 
child of poverty and famine accounting for just 3 percent of the 
world’s economy.

The main aim of the British was to transform India into a 
consumer of British goods. As a result, textile, metalwork, glass 
and shipbuilding industries were soon out of work. By 1813, the 
Indian handicrafts lost both their domestic as well as foreign 
market. Indian goods could not compete with the British factory-
made products where machines were used. These markets were 
now captured and monopolised by Britain by means of war and 
colonisation. From an exporter, India became an importer of 
these goods and went from having 27% of world trade, to less 
than 2%. It was evident that their economic policies were meant 
to serve the interests of the East India Company and later the 
British Empire.

The East India Company helped kill off India’s manufacturing, 
pushing more and more people into agriculture. This, in turn, 
made the Indian economy much more dependent on the whims 
of seasonal monsoons. And because the British could not allow 
India’s annual revenue to diminish by even a pound, it inevitably 
led to famine. As Will Durant, American writer and historian, puts 
it, ‘Behind all these as the fundamental source of terrible famines 
in India, lies such merciless exploitation, such unbalanced 
exportation of goods, and such brutal collection of high taxes in 
the very midst of famine.’ 

And the evidence is clear. During the Orissa Famine of 
1866 one and a half million people starved to death whilst the 
British exported 200 millions pounds of rice back to home. 
The last of these 31 famines which totalled in the deaths of 29 
million people was the Bengal Famine of 1943 in which Winston 
Churchill was responsible for the deaths of 4 million Indians. 
We are taught that Winston Churchill was a War Hero and whilst 
I cannot deny those claims we also have to understand that he 
was a racist War Criminal. “I hate Indians,” he once trumpeted. 
“They are a beastly people with a beastly religion.” 

The White Supremacist in charge of Britain, who was 
responsible for this colonial holocaust, ordered the diversion 
of food from starving Indian civilians to well-supplied British 
soldiers and even to top up stockpiles in Europe. Generous 

buffer stocks in Europe were Churchill’s priorities, not the life or 
death of his Indian subjects. When told of this heinous crime, he 
responded by peevishly asking, ‘why hasn’t Gandhi died yet?’ 
and when reminded of the suffering of his victims his response 
was ‘The famine was their own fault, for ‘breeding like rabbits’. 

Apologists for the empire like to claim that the British 
brought democracy and railways to India. I find it a bit rich to 
oppress, torture and imprison a people for 200 years and then 
celebrate the fact that they are democratic at the end of it!

The fact of the matter is that Britain did not work to 
promote democratic institutions under imperial rule, as it liked 
to have imagined. Instead of building self-government from the 
village level up, the East India Company destroyed what existed. 
The British ran government, tax collection, and administered 
what passed for justice. Indians were excluded from all of 
these elements. When the crown eventually took charge of the 
country, it transferred small amounts of government authority, 
from the top to unelected provincial and central “legislative” 
councils whose members represented a tiny educated elite, 
had no accountability to the masses, passed no meaningful 
legislation and exercised no real power.

As late as 1920, under the Montagu-Chelmsford “reforms”, 
Indian representatives on the councils – now elected by a 
franchise so restricted and selective that only one in 250 Indians 
had the right to vote – would exercise control over subjects the 
British did not care about, like education and health, while real 
power, including taxation, law and order and the authority to 
nullify any vote by the Indian legislators, would rest with the 
British governor of the provinces.

Democracy, in other words, had to be forced from the 
reluctant grasp of the British by Indian nationalists. 

Moving on to the railways, which were a supposed benefit 
to India and its people. The British had built the railways 
primarily for themselves, using their own technology and 
forcing Indians to buy British equipment. British shareholders 
made absurd amounts of money by investing in the railways, 
where the government guaranteed returns double those of 
government stocks, paid entirely from Indian, and not British, 
taxes. Each mile of the Indian railway constructed cost nine 
times as much as it did in the US, and twice that of difficult and 
less populated Canada and Australia.

And, of course, racism reigned. Indians were not allowed 
to be employed in the railways as these jobs were reserved for 
Europeans to “protect investments”. And through white-only 
first-class cabins, Indians were herded into an overcrowded 
train, with people hanging off it, clinging to the windows, 
squatting perilously on the roof, and spilling out of their third-
class compartments. It was racism combined with British 
economic interests to undermine efficiency.

In their very conception and construction, the Indian 
railways were a colonial scam. Their essential purpose was to 
assist the British enterprise in the exploitation of the natural 
resources of India instead of aiding the people they were 
apparently intended for. 

The British did not see Indians as people but as subjects. 
They did not see the subcontinent as a vibrant, incredible and 
diverse place but as a cash cow. The process of colonial rule 
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in India meant economic exploitation and ruin to millions, 
the destruction of thriving industries, the systematic denial 
of opportunities to compete, the elimination of indigenous 
institutions of governance, the transformation of lifestyles and 
patterns of living that had flourished, and the obliteration of the 
most precious possessions of the colonised, their identities and 
their self-respect. How would you feel if your rights had been 
taken away from you? How would you feel if every last inch of 
your possessions were stripped away from you? How would you 
feel if you were reduced to nothing but a dark skinned labourer 
whose sole purpose was to aid the British in the exploitation of 
your homeland?

My argument here was to persuade you that Britain owes 
India reparations. Some may say that the current government 
does not represent those of the past. Whilst this is true, it has not 
stopped others. Japan had paid reparations to Korea as a result 
of colonial rule between 1910 - 1945. The German Chancellor in 
1970 had kneeled in the Warsaw Ghetto to beg forgiveness for 
Germany’s Nazi-era crimes. Whilst reparations are not foreseeable 
anytime in the future, atonement is needed. Whether this be 
a symbolic £1 a year or the addition of the concealed crimes 
conducted by the British Empire into our curriculum. 

Aryan Shah 10 B

Pineapple on Pizza

The majority of those listening to this love pizza; I am one 
of you. And we all love our toppings, from triple cheese or 
stuffed crust to spicy sausage or pepperoni. Yet there is 

a battle being fought, a battle which has been fought for years. 
This is a tale of a pizza, judged so much it has faced public 
mockery and even in its homeland of the tropical paradise of… 
well… Canada.. been pushed very near to its extinction. This is 
a tale of journey and discovery, love and deception. This is the 
Tale of Hawaiian pizza. 

Now that was mostly waffle, Hawaiian pizza hasn’t been 
around for that long, and Canada isn’t tropical at all, with 
temperatures able to reach -30 degrees in Winter, yet I am 
someone who loves Pineapple on Pizza. Why? Well to find 
out we have to go all the way back to when I first found this 
magnificent concoction. This will take us back several years, all 
the way back to year 3. Now picture this, you have walked into 
the catering room of your best friend Timmy’s birthday party, 
be it at Laser Tag, Hollywood Bowl, Gambado’s or some leisure 
centre. Yet you have walked through the oversized doors into 
this bright room and are hit by a wall of air that smells of party 
food and sounds of fun. You look to your right and see your 
friends admiring Timmy’s mountain of presents and ahead of 
you, you see party bags being filled next to Timmy blowing out 
the candles on his cake, but to your left is where all of the cool 
kids (including myself ) would hang out. This is because to your 
left, is the food table. For those of you who do not know me, I 
am a bit of a stonker and unfortunately it wasn’t a side effect 
of puberty, no. I have in fact always been a bit of a land whale 
so you can now understand why I was over at the food table. 
Nevertheless on the table, you find all sorts of goodies ranging 
from ham sandwiches to crisps, but you also find the pizzas, 
including the Hawaiian pizza. That is where I first encountered 
the pizza and willing to try any food with more than my daily 
allowance of calories, ate a slice. Never again have I found the 

same sense of “How have I never thought of this before?”
Why do I and some of you guys like it though? 
Well look at temperature, when you cook a pizza, the juice 
inside a chunk of pineapple does not heat up at the same rate 
as the rest of the toppings and you end up with a cool aspect 
perforating the meal. So when you have taken the box off the 
delivery guy and have the piping hot slice in your hands, like me 
you are going to want to eat it as soon as possible, therefore it 
is a clear godsend allowing you to continue with your greedy, 
ravenous and somewhat unsightly consumption of your dinner. 
Furthermore, pineapple acts as an anti-spice so if you are eating 
a spicy pizza, and by this I do not mean Morrisons own brand 
spicy chicken, I mean chicken vindaloo spicy, it allows you to 
enjoy the flavour of the chilli with a lot less of the excessive milk 
drinking and passing out. 

Now, let’s have a quick look at the history of fruit topped 
pizza. The earliest example of a pizza type of food originates from 
early ancient Greek recipes which show a flat bread adorned with 
all sorts of fruit, with dates and honey included. Fast forward 
several centuries and we see the birth of the pizza we know and 
love in 18-19th century Naples. But we are not going to focus here 
as it all goes down in 1962. In a small town in the state of Ontario, 
Canada, we find a family run restaurant and in that restaurant we 
(understandably) find a family, but in that family we find a man 
with the beautiful name of Sam Panopoulos. At the time, this was 
a relatively stereotypical Canadian town, with people riding to 
school bareback on polar bears and bathing in maple syrup for a 
pastime but Sam was about to spice up everything. And by spice 
up everything, I don’t mean organising a community salsa night 
for all the old pensioners every Thursday, I mean he was about to 
revolutionise his menu. To dip his toes in the water, one of Sam’s 
new additions to his menu was sweet and sour chicken which also 
had pineapple added to it, and when he did add it to his menu, 
it almost immediately became a success. Rather spontaneously, 
he decided to explore the possibilities of pineapple and ventured 
to put it on a pizza. The result too was a local love of the sweet 
and savoury taste exhibited by the pizza. And soon the pizza was 
spread across Canada, then the US and soon the world knew 
about it. Something else you may not have known is that the 
reason he called it Hawaiian was not because of its origin, but it 
was the brand of the can that supplied the pineapple. 
But why do loads of people dislike the prospect of it being 
served on pizza?
Well a survey was taken by YouGov in 2017 which showed that 
82% of surveyees liked pineapple yet only 53% liked it on pizza; 
in contrast, 12% said they disliked the idea of it on their pizza 
yet 29% said they despised the idea of it being on there. One 
of the main arguments is that Hawaiian pizza or the general 
idea of fruit being on pizza (or savoury food) breaks with the 
tradition. Well not only have we found out that the earliest 
pizza we know of was a fruit pizza, but do campaigners know 
tomato, one of the main key toppings to 90% of pizzas, is a 
fruit? Even the President of Iceland joked that having pineapple 
on pizza should be banned, which resulted in an uproar even 
to the extent the Canadian prime minister sent his country’s 
culinary contribution to the Icelandic embassy and passionately 
defended our friend Sam’s idea on Twitter.

But whilst researching this topic, I came across 2 websites, 
one on Pizza Hut and the other on Papa John’s, iterating the 
same point. 
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Toppings that should NOT be on pizza. 
So being the absolute mad lad I am, I made a very accurate 
measuring system that ranges from 1-6 not because I could only 
find 6 decent toppings to put in it, but because all good things 
come in sixes. I think. Regardless, I bring to you my categorising 
system:
6. Fried Eggs - Fried eggs are amazing, delicious and tasty, 

especially on toast, and to be honest I could see myself 
ordering this (providing I was drunk enough). 

5. Beans- I love good old baked beans, and I imagine all of 
you do as well. If you don’t, I mean come on, seriously? Yet 
I’m a bit sceptical about putting them on my pizza so I have 
included it on this list.

4. Peas- I would imagine they would go hard and probably hurt 
your teeth, and that would not be ideal at all. 

3. Mashed Potato- No.
2. Cold Fish- Usually exhibited on the traditional Russian 

Moskva pizza, apparently it is a craze over in the East. Yet I 
am not bothered how traditional a pizza is, I am not getting 
it if it has fish on it. 

 And you have been waiting for it, on the golden spot on this 
list we have, *drum roll*:

1.Strawberries- Ironic am I right! I am arguing about how a fruit 
should be on a pizza, but at the same time openly admitting 
my dislike of a fruit. Yet it is served with spices and chicken 
and that sounds pretty ‘manky’. 

But we have seen in this comedic masterpiece of a talk 
that Science, History and the Great British Public all believe that 
pineapple DOES belong on my pizza.

Peter Elson 10P

He had been trapped here for 274 days. 
Only four more until the president’s 
birthday, when the nuke would be 
released. Agent H had to break out. Three 
nights passed and he was ready. The plan 
would be risky, but if timed perfectly, 
he would be free. At 03:00, he picked 
the lock and escaped, leaving behind 
an unconscious guard. Then he bolted 
towards the red button but saw a figure 
coming out behind him. 
“ Ah H, I knew you were foolish,”  
said Tulane. 
As he lashed out a punch, H blocked it 
and said, “ My name is Hastings.” 

Arjun Santilale 7T

Trapped In Poseidon’s Hell
The water was cold. My legs were paddling 
tirelessly for an hour. Oxygen tank stated 
50% left, meaning two hours of utter 
torture. I was trapped in a metal cage in 
the Atlantic Ocean with sharks nearby. 
I had a cut from the accident; blood 
dripped continuously. I looked around 
cautiously, waiting for my predator. From 
a distance, I saw a shark, not one - three! 
I vigorously rattled my cage. The sharks 
were now visible. I kicked the bottom of 
my cage twice. It was futile. The sharks 
were seconds away. In one final attempt, 
it opened. But the sharks were here…

Achintya Shukla 7F

He was trapped. He had nowhere to go. 
No way to escape. He was lying on the 
ground, pretending to be dead, hoping 
his strategy would work. He knew there 

was no point in running because the bear 
would just catch up. Suddenly his brain 
clicked. The bag of food, he thought. He 
made a risky decision to get up and throw 
his bag. The bear ran after the bag whilst 
he ran for his life. He ran and ran and ran. 
Little did he know that the bear was close 
behind him…

Abhinav Sreeraj 7N

I awake, dazed and unsure of where - or 
who - I am. Memories flash through my 
uneasy mind. “Sir, your coffee is here” 
informs the waiter. I take a sip. My head 
starts to feel fuzzy and my vision turns 
blurry. The last thing I remember is the 
same waiter arriving, and he says

 “Your coffee, sir...”
 I catch on to my surroundings. 

I am in a white room. Just white. Nothing 
but white. In the corner there is a white 
camera, and beside me a white clock. Tick. 
Tock. I am wearing white clothes which 
reflect the bright, white light.

Noah Rawlings 8T

Daniel Boone was the most ambitious, 
optimistic, courageous explorer. But he 
found himself stuck in a cave. His mission 
was to find the world’s deadliest insect, 
the shlapede, whose toxic venom instantly 
kills. As he entered, an abundance of 
huge, heavy rocks crashed to the ground, 
blocking him in. Darkness surrounded 
him and he was alone. He saw something 
scuttle from the corner of his eye and 
followed the sound through a dark, dim 
passage. But it was not just one shlapede. 

It was an army of them. His limbs exploded 
but he didn’t die. He was shlapeded... 

Eesa Shariff 8F

As I walked into the abandoned weather 
station, the wind laid a whisper on me. 
I was petrified. I looked around. All the 
snow, it violently fell, but yet it still sung. 
A gentle song. Swaying were the leaves, 
as the man in the ice froze. Everything 
I once had was no longer here, it was 
gone. My hope had diminished. There 
was no way out. Even though I knew I 
wouldn’t last much longer, I lit a fire, 
started singing with the snow. The woods 
are a terrifying place. I sat there, waiting, 
waiting and waiting.

Jaiden Patel 7N

The Unsolved Conundrum
It was a mystery, an unsolved one. It stood 
in my thoughts like an echo. Who could 
it be? Who was the shadow against the 
moonlight?

 I mean, it could have been Mr. 
Joseph who lived down the street or 
probably Mrs. Banks who lived up the hill.

Who was it? I wonder. I wonder 
again. I walked down the road and 
knocked on the door of a house and asked 
who was it. No knowledge.

I do that again. 
I do that again. 
I do that again. 
I do that again. 
Why does no human know who 

killed me. 
Navaneeth Prakash Menon 7F

TRAPPED
The following stories were prize-winners in a national storywriting competion.  

Stories had to be 100 words or less.
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Globe Theatre Visit

Drama
After so many setbacks throughout the year, the enthusiasm of our budding actors has not 
been quelled with many boys showing passion for Drama as the after-school Drama club 
grows in popularity. 

Three of our youngest clubs have worked hard to put together a series of short plays. 
The result was 5 different pieces made by our brilliant student dramatists in which we 
journeyed from the 18th century Caribbean Sea, to the Grand National and even received a 
visit from aliens. The creative and talented drama club students all produced these pieces 
using their own original scripts. We had hoped to perform all of the plays during enrichment 
week, unfortunately, this was not possible owing to staff and student isolations. 

In addition to regular drama clubs, we were fortunate to have an external organisation 
called Smash Arts deliver a one-off work shop for boys during which they gained a taste of 
musical theatre. 

Whilst it has not been possible to organise any large scale whole-school productions 
because of Covid restrictions I am optimistic for next year and look forward to the time when 
we can welcome you to take your seats and enjoy a real show! Watch this space! 

Mr Campion Dramatist-in-Residence 

To sit down in the James Theatre after over a year 
to experience a live performance of a GCSE English 
text, An Inspector Calls, was very exciting. We took 
our seats and an excited audience awaited actors 
entering the stage, and the fantastic performance 
didn’t disappoint. 

With four fabulous actors, one of whom 
played three equally challenging roles, the 
performance was both immersive and enjoyable, 
and a great help to those studying the text. 

A welcome return to normality and with a 
pleasurable end for all, the acting was brought up 
to speed with pauses to explain dialogue or key 
events. The very well delivered play showed off a 
fabulous text, intertwining it with good character 
development. 

A great performance, enriching our mind and 
engaging the brain with a challenging message 
about our role in society. A great way to start our 
our English studies.

Neil Nair 10G
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ENRICHMENT WEEk
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Andy Grant

Towards the end of the Summer term, the school held an ‘Enrichment Week’ for years 7 to 9.The aim of the 
week was to serve as a vehicle for developing WBGS learner attributes of resilience, thinking, collaboration 
and initiative. It quickly became clear though that in a year where curricular and extra curricular clubs and 

trips had been limited, enrichment week was a great way to inject diverse experiences for our younger 
students into what has been a very trying academic year.

The range of activities across the week included drama, dance, yoga, science experiments, battle 
re-enactment, food styling, design and Technology, collaboration tasks and games as well as debates and 

philosophical discussions. 

Desert Island Survival Day

Have you ever thought about what it’d be like  
to crash land in a desert, with barely any food or 
resources, and survive?

If so, then you’ll like this!
The desert survival activity is a great way to see how you 

think individually, and if you work better in a team. It implements 
teamwork, thinking ability, leadership and  communication. 
These skills are all needed in this activity, and will grant you 
success. However, you may be wondering just what this activity 
offers, and why you need these skills. Firstly, you need to know 
that this activity is divided into 3 parts, the individual part, the 
team part and the answer comparison part.

The individual part is fascinating as you will need thinking 
ability in this part, since you will need to think carefully about 
the task ahead. But what is this task I am speaking of? Well, 
it is about putting items that you and your supposed team 
have gathered together from the crashed plane into an order 
of importance. The interesting part is, not everything does 
what you think it does, for example, sunglasses might have a 
different use, but they might not. 

After working individually, you will be put into groups for 
the next part - the team part. This part is similar to the individual 
part, but very different at the same time. It is the same task, 
sorting the items, but this time you are in a group and so 
requires  teamwork, logical thinking skills and leadership. At 
the end of this task, you can look at your answers and the team 

answers and compare them to see the differences between your 
thinking style and your team’s.

The last part is the answer comparison part. This part is 
probably the shortest. You’ll need to compare your answers 
to the expert answers to the team answers, and find the 
differences. Then, you can see if you are a better individual 
thinker, or a better team member. All in all, I think that this 
is a great activity to develop important skills in life, such as 
teamwork and communication, and to have a nice experience 
different from usual.

Moez Abdelmon 7C

We started the day by going to the theatre and had a talk 
about the work that we had to do and some different 
things that we needed to survive on an island. Once we 

had had a talk about that, we went back into our class and started 
to fill in a sheet to number what is the best and the worst thing that 
you need to do if you are ever stranded in a desert island. Then we 
also worked in a team together, which was quite fun. 

After a break we went back and check our answers which 
was fun as the teacher told us the answers of what you would 
really need to use if you got stranded on a desert island. We also 
watched a clip about people who got stranded on an island and 
it was very comical. In the end, I realised that I would survive on 
my own but not with my team! 

Romaan Ali 7C

W
e were really fortunate to get someone from 
outside of school to come and present a talk in 
such an inspiring way. The presenter’s name was 
Andy Grant and he has had a very interesting life 

but it is the way he presented it that was the reason I remember 
it so well as he would link back to his points at the start. 

I think this is good for us as it gave us the message that 
we could do anything we wanted to if we try hard. Also he 
made the point that life is short, so take every opportunity that 
comes your way. This inspires us to dream big and never give 
up. It’s great that we heard this talk in many ways, it gives us; 
confidence, hope and so much more… He also talked about 
collaboration - working together as a team. Every single person 

is as important as the other in a group; this is true for sporting 
events, armies, and movies. These are just a few examples, but 
there are so many others. Andy Grant (the speaker) wouldn’t be 
alive without good teamwork. He was bombed in Afghanistan, 
and if no one called for help, if his army friends didn’t try 
keeping him awake, if there was no communication and so on… 
he would be hopeless. One quote I found very inspiring was, 
“Individually we are one drop, but together we are an ocean.” 
This defines collaboration.

Enrichment week is a well earned week off and a great 
time to enjoy yourself and have fun with your friends and 
new experiences. 

Veer Dhanani 7R



Food styling is a skill, like a painter on 
a canvas; many important decisions 
must be made in order to fulfil the 

purpose: to make your food look appetising. 
You don’t just dump all the ingredients of a 
cake randomly and hope it turns out like the 
cakes in Sugar Rush, no, no. Every detail in 
food styling matters. 

I quickly rushed for bread, the star 
shaped cutter, chocolate sauce, butter 
cream, mint, teacake, cocoa powder, biscuit 
crumbs, blueberry, toffee sauce, icing 
sugar. Ok, ready. The finished idea wasn’t 
quite like what I had thought. I thought it 
was great, tasted better than I thought. 
It looked a little bit messy but it looked 
messy in a good way. Some of the sauce 
had been smudged so I had to hide it with 
biscuit crumbs, IMPROVISATION. Here was 
the finished sweet dish. 

This was probably the best experience 
at WBGS. I was actually achieving something 
I thought I would never do. I felt like Gordon 
Ramsey. This was amazing.

Achintya Shukla 7F

I walked in and was told we were doing 
food styling. We watched a video 
of techniques on how to make your 

dish look good which really helped in 
designing my own. All the skills we learnt 
of chopping fruits and vegetables paid off 
as we raced against the clock kind of like 
a master chef!

I started to think and came up with 
an idea of putting lots of flavour in. I set it 
up by placing biscuit powder on top of the 
teacake. I put lots of flavours and fruit and 
made a nice strawberry river. I was very 
happy with how it ran out and I understood 
why food styling was so important. I also 
learnt that ‘less is more,’ meaning don’t fill 
the plate too much. This is a really great 
skill to learn and it is very satisfying, plus 
you feel like a real chef!

Pratim Mehta 7F

I entered the room and saw colours 
and berries and sauces everywhere! 
Oh and the chocolate sauce! It was 

just waiting to be poured by someone. 
When our teacher, Mrs Zacharia showed 
us the previous designs, she explained 
that our task, using a small cake, was 
to make our plate look very appealing. I 
knew what I had to do.

When I had worked out my layout, I 
started to go to my resources. I worked like 
crazy. A dot of berry sauce here, a sprinkle 
of choc chips there, It was a madhouse. 
Finally with 9 seconds to spare, I finished. 
Sadly I did not get 1st place but I did get a 
great experience. .

Ali Rahim 7G

A rranging, or decorating food is 
to enhance its aesthetic appeal. 
Our first experience of food is 

usually how it looks, then how it smells, 
and lastly how it tastes. A food stylist is a 
person who plates and styles food.These 
are then photographed and published in 
magazines.

During the enrichment week we had 
a feel of what it takes to be a food stylist.I 
thoroughly enjoyed this session. I chose 
a tea cake and dusted some icing sugar 
on it, then topped it with white chocolate 
flakes and caramel syrup. I drizzled some 
fruit sauce on the cake and tried to make a 
pattern too! Doesn’t it look delicious !

Rahul Manoj Kumar 7C
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Food Styling
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Ultimate Frisbee Fun
O

ur class played Ultimate Frisbee for about an hour on 
Tuesday in our school’s big sports field. It was great 
fun since this game was based on group effort. This 
game also gave us a chance to spend more time as a 

class not only doing indoor activities but also outdoor activities. 
As well as the fact that this game was something that we all 
enjoyed, it also fits into the enrichment week topic of getting to 
know each other better. This activity was done with Mr Brown 
and some of the other sport teachers who joined in allowing our 
whole class including the teachers to have a great time.

This game was a bit like rugby in the fact that you have 
to get the disk to the other side of the pitch and into the other 
team’s territory. Another key feature in this sport is the fact that 
you need to communicate with each other which is a really good 
way to make new friends. This experience was incredible and 
we are all grateful to the teachers who have put their time and 
effort into giving us this opportunity.

Jake Tomy 7C

T
he ultimate frisbee was fun and I was pretty good at it (I 
think). I was in the end zone where my teammates had 
to throw the frisbee at me and I had to catch it so my 
team won the point. We played two matches, first I lost 

(which is sad) but then in the second I won with my team. It was 
a bit hard as well because some of my teammates (including 
me) threw it more upwards most of the time and then the frisbee 
came to us and it did not go as far as we expected. 

The first team we went against were very good. They got 
at least more than ten points and we got zero points which was 
a shame. But the second team we went against we won 7 or 8 
points and they won 3 or 4 points and they were quite good 
after all. That was fun and I was very proud of myself of how I 
caught the frisbee. In the first match we were losing so the PE 
teacher helped us but we still lost, but the in the second match 
the other team was losing and so the other PE teacher helped 
them but they still lost.

Yasir Ali Sajid 7C

Building with Spaghetti
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Design and Technology
Using tins to make various things with their various different 

purposes was a bit complex but lots of fun. I chose to do 
a bird feeder, but there were many other fun projects such 

as making mugs (just for decoration) and a lamp that would shine 
a letter. I had no experience going into the project, yet after about 
15 minutes I had the hang of it and was having tons of fun. Some of 
my favourite parts of the task were drilling a hole into the tin with a 
power drill to fit a handle and spray painting the tin.  As I said before, 
I had had no experience with power tools, but after 2 minutes of 
learning about it, it was a breeze. Joaquin Buslatan 7P

Finally after finishing our creation and feeling proud and happy, 
I went outside and discovered my peers getting their creations 
all bright wth colours like grey, pearlescent black, red, green 

and so many more For me, my can would look perfect in a lovely 
coat of green. Feeling happy with the final product, we set off back 
to class feeling happy, awed and glad of having such a wonderful 
opportunity. Zaheen Farook 7P
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O
n Wednesday, the students from 7C in Watford 
Grammar School for Boys, took part in a dance 
workshop with their very own coach! Unexpectedly, 
many of the boys who were not looking forward to the 

event greatly enjoyed it. Some of them were even described as 
virtuoso dancers. The children were taken through a warm up, 2 
routines and a cooldown. We were lucky to have an interview with 
one of the students who took part, Noah.

First of all, did you enjoy it?
“Yes, it was really fun. We got a good taste of what dance 

is about and we got to learn some choreography. It was hard, 
but fun.”

What did you think of the dance teacher?
“She was very nice! She didnt work us overly hard but 

we still felt fulfilled after the session. We tried many different 
dances and the variety was great!”

Finally, what was your favourite part?
“Probably the routine that we did with the spinning on the 

floor; it was quite funny when we watched the other group but 
fun to try overall.”

Well, from that, it seems like 7C loved the dance workshop!
Dylan John 7C

O
n Wednesday, Year 7 had an hour of dance introduction 
and the instructor did a few things like fitness and 
memory which help a lot with dance. We did a lot of 
different moves in time to the music. The teacher did 

a really good job and all the boys had a blast and learned and 
exercised at the same time. 

One boy said, “It was amazing and fun because we could 
stay with our friends and we did 3 activities which tested our 
fitness, listening and memory. The teacher was kind and helped 
us out a lot. It was one of the best sessions of the week.” 

We hope that more people will go into dance after this.
William Fawcett 7C

Class 7C from WBGS  
take the dance world by storm!
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Battle of St Albans
A s the name suggests, pupils had 

to act as if there was a battle 
going on. However, you may be 

confused about which battle in particular. 
Don’t fear, for I know! This certain battle 
was the Second Battle of St. Albans. This 
was during the War of the Roses, with 
the forces being the House of Lancaster 
and the House of York. They were to 
battle out, with the Yorkists defending a 
special thing which the Lancastrians had 
to capture - the clock tower. This would 
show the proper victors of the bloodiest 
battle since the Battle of Hastings - the 
true rulers of St. Albans. The Lancastrians 
were being pushed back by the defences 
guarding the entrance, but they soon did 
a tactic the Yorkists wouldn’t see coming…

We learned sword skills, e.g. 
different types of guards, like the high 
guard, where you have the sword firmly 
raised above your head. Don’t stress, for 
these were foam swords, safe to wield. 
We also learned how to safely block an 
incoming attack, and how to parry while 
striking back after a block. A group of us 
were Lancastrians, trying to invade the 
opposition’s clock tower. The other side 
were the Yorkists defending. However, the 
Lancastrians tactically did an action no 
one would see coming - they flanked from 
the second entrance, taking the Yorkists 
by shock. Not enough were there, letting 
the Lancastrians flood in. This helped 
recreate a realistic experience, and was 
exhilarating and enjoyable!

Noah Waddington 7C

We started off by going out 
onto the field where we saw a 
strange number of cones, poles 

and ropes. Afterwards, we got into pairs 
and we practised our attacks and our 
defences. Then we were split up into 2 
groups and one group  had to defend “St 
Albans clock tower” (a mix of ropes and 
cones) the other had to attack it. Using 
foam swords we had to charge toward the 
bundle of cones, rope and poles. People 
were swinging their swords like madmen. 
Whenever you were hit by a sword you 
had to die in a very dramatic way.  

Angus Marshall 7R

1461 February 17th. The day of the 
second battle of St. Albans. 

York v Lancaster. The Earl Of Warwick v 
Margaret of Anjou. This was the setting of 
our own battle.

First, we had a talk from one of the 
history teachers, who set us the scene, 
and showed us some replicas of swords 
from that time. Then, we went outside 
and practised sword fighting with pool 
noodles (so no one was hurt!). We were 
taught some techniques, such as front 
parry or overhead strike, and then we 
headed into BATTLE!

We were split into two teams, 
according to what colour kit we were 
wearing. One side attacked and tried to 
capture the clock tower (the Lancastrians); 
whilst the other team tried to defend the 
tower (the Yorkists). If the attacking team 
got to the tower, they WON! If we were hit 
by a pool noodle on our torso we were 
DEAD! We had to lie on the floor and wait 
for the next round! Then we would switch, 
and the other team would attack.

Rikhil Popat 7C



Music Trip to The Chase Care Home

During Enrichment week we arranged a fulfilling trip on our 
Kindness Day to entertain residents of a local care home; 
eight boys from year 8 and two boys from year 9 were 

chosen by Mr Hussey following their excellent entries in the music 
competition.

We all met up at the Muse with Mr Curwen who very kindly 
volunteered to drive the minibus with students and their instruments 
to the venue including a piano for Mr Hussey to accompany the 
boys…Mr Hussey’s motto should be ‘have piano will travel’.

Mr Hussey, Mr Mehta and I walked the short distance to The 
Chase Care Home and were very warmly welcomed by the staff 
and residents. Whilst setting up in the garden, we couldn’t help 
but admire the party atmosphere they had created with colourful 
bunting and a table laden with soft drinks, cakes, biscuits and 
bananas, all generously set up for our boys. 

After a short 
introduction, the boys played 
for the residents whose 
enjoyment was so lovely to 
see. We had a lady waving 
her arm to the music, a 
gentleman in a wheelchair 
who didn’t have much 
movement but was tapping 
his hand in time to the music 
and there was a lot of foot 
tapping by both staff and 
residents of the home.

Our boys played a mixture of music on various instruments. 
They all played beautifully and were a credit to our school. They 
received lots of appreciation and were congratulated on how much 
their music was enjoyed. The home has not been visited by a 
school for over a year and they expressed how much they had been 
looking forward to the visit from our boys.

For our students, it was a lovely experience for them to play 
to a live audience and a chance to give enjoyment to the local 
community. They were nervous at the start but many of them 
commented on how much they enjoyed playing for the care home 
residents and could see the joy they were giving. Yes, lots of cake 
and biscuits were eaten... but to the surprise of the care home staff 
so were the bananas! Well they did need that energy to walk the 20 
minutes back to school.

Well done to the boys, you were amazing and thank you to 
Mr Curwen, Mr Hussey and 
Mr Mehta for supporting 
this visit. You always know 
it’s a success when you are 
invited back. The Chase 
Care Home has asked me to 
arrange a return visit from 
Watford Boys Grammar 
School very soon.

Mrs Waterman, Librarian
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Yoga

I 
liked yoga a lot and it was really fun. 
The teacher gave us different Yoga 
positions to do and some were really 
hard. The hardest i think was the one 

where you had to cross your legs really 
tightly and put your hands behind your 
back and both hands needed to touch 
each other. I found that really hard and my 
legs hurt right after doing it but it was an 
enjoyable experience.

My favourite part of the whole 
session was the end bit. We had some 
time to lay down and close our eyes. Most 
of us fell asleep but some didn’t. I just 
liked the fact I could lay down and relax.

Muhammad Saleem 7C

L
ast week, during enrichment 
week, Year 7 was lucky enough 
to experience different activities, 
one of which was yoga and 

mindfulness. We learnt about the origins 
and benefits of yoga, and then we got to 
try it out ourselves.

Yoga originated in India over 
5000 years ago. It focuses on breathing, 
flexibility and strength in order to boost 
mental health and wellbeing, and we were 
told that it could even reduce the chance 
of getting dementia in later years. We 
were told to try out certain yoga postures 

- one was to link your arms by putting one 
behind your back and the other under 
your leg. This was surprisingly difficult 
and only a few members of our class 
managed it! Another aspect was to control 
our breathing and I felt this really helped 
in calming myself. 

I found this class really fascinating, 
especially in a year of uncertainty. I 
feel yoga could be a really simple and 
inexpensive way to get through tough 
times, so why not give it a go?

Rowan Tailor 7C
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Zoo comes 
to WGBS

W hen we all came into the Concert Hall, it was very 
mysterious because we couldn’t see any animals 
at all, just a very large screen. We began to wonder 

what was behind it – a woolly mammoth? A shark? Then our talk 
began and we were excited to find that behind that screen was 
a plethora of animals and birds. 

First up was a parrot and I was fascinated to learn that 
it changes its colours depending on what it has to eat. When 
we saw it, the colours were green and vanilla. Then we saw 
minibeasts such as cockroaches and millipedes. The millipedes 
kept trying to escape our hands but none of them made it. 
Then followed the reptiles. I was worried there might be a boa 
constrictor behind the screen, maybe doing constricting, but 
instead we saw a chameleon. This one was dark red with an 
accent of light blue. Chameleons have very long tongues to 
catch their food on the forest floor. Next we saw a bat, a cobra 
and a skunk. 

I really liked the skunk. She was very cute with fluffy, 
black and white hair over her eyes. We were all slightly worried 
about the potential stink, but the zoologist said that he wasn’t 
allowed to keep it in an enclosure in the zoo, so it was his pet 
and lived at home with him. We learned that skunks only spray 
their stench if they feel attacked so this skunk was obviously 
used to people. 

They started showing us more birds, and what birds they 
were! The barn owl was a bright white and we found out that 
it can fly in complete silence and turn its head literally all the 
way round. I wish I could do that. The barn owl flew around 
the concert hall right from the top to its perch situated at the 
bottom. It went right over our heads – cool! Then things got 
even better with ………… a GOLDEN EAGLE! The zoo thinks that 
this is the only golden eagle in the world able to visit schools. 
This is because they are very rare and I think it is illegal to 
catch them in America. The eagle was a truly royal bird. One of 
the participants to hold the bird was Mr Cooksey, and he did 
this in great style. He had to wear a leather gauntlet to protect 
his hand against the eagle’s talons. The eagle was impressive 
and much bigger than you think when you have just seen 
photographs. 

The zoo was one of the best things about Enrichment 
Week. It brought science and the natural world to life in front of 
our very eyes. I’d like to thank all the teachers who arranged it 
on behalf of Year 7. 

Edgar Barnes 7R
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In Watford Boys Grammar there were some spectacular 
animals in the petting zoo located in the Main Hall of the 
Muse. There were massive animals and small animals such 

as a cockroach and an eagle.
There were many insects such as a centipede and a giant 

spider, but they couldn’t do you any harm because they were 
trained by the zoo staff. Everyone who took part got to hold 
and touch an animal. In this activity the staff told us important 
information about the animals such as how they adapted and 
how they survive in the wild. They also told us whether the 
animal was venomous or not and only a few were.

The main animal they bought in was the snake which 
was huge; it was probably slightly longer than two cupboards. 
Overall the petting zoo was one of the most fun activities you 
could do during enrichment week. The petting zoo had many 
more animals such as an owl that flew quietly, a smaller tropical 
bird that could see basically everything around itself and the 
frog that was one of the venomous animals.

Daniel Bednarek 7C

On Tuesday the school received a visit from the “Spirit of 
the Wild” zoo,a quite famous petting zoo bringing many 
animals from around the world into a small school hall.

It was quite the experience for some students, given that 
many of the year group have not had the privilege of visiting a 
zoo in their lifetime and to see a wide range of animals for free 
I may add, is quite extraordinary. The first animal demonstrated 
was a barn owl. Prior to the show of skill, the keeper told the 
classes about its appearance, senses for hunting and so much 
more. Before he locked it away, he demonstrated the bird’s 
silent flying.

The next animal was the only apex predator brought for 
Tuesday’s display. A golden eagle, larger than some of the spectators, 
was constantly on the keeper’s hand and a lucky Alex of 7B got 
the chance to hold the large bird of prey. The bird’s eyesight is 
spectacular, with the zookeeper using the example it would be able 
to see a newspaper on the other side of Vicarage Road.

Following this, he brought out a playful parrot who continuously 
received tickles from the handler as if the music was playing loud. 
Not as interesting compared to the other animals, however the next 
was cool. A chameleon arriving from the Amazon stood there quiet, 
staring around the room. The handler demonstrated the animal’s 
panoramic view by feeding it a live insect. The next was a fruit bat, 
which I had the pleasure of feeding an orange too and tickling. Quite 
a quiet animal,yet very active. We were able to stroke a very large 
snake which required both handlers to hold it. My oh my, what a 
sensation.

Thabo Barrie 7C



CLUbS & SOCIETIES
Extra-Curricular Activities in 

Computer Science
A

t Watford Boys, we are 
enormously fortunate to 
possess such a wide array of 
computer science facilities in 

the computer labs, installed software and 
prototyping hardware. This year I’ve been 
lucky enough to participate in a range of 
extra-curricular activities making use of 
these. I thought I’d give you a flavour of 
some of the things you can get up to in 
your free time to show an interest in the 
subject.

Cyber Discovery Club

Cyber Discovery Club has just finished its 
third year running at this school, going 
‘virtual’ to adapt to Covid-19, meaning all 
activities were performed via a Google 
Classroom. Cyber Discovery is “HM 
Government’s free online extracurricular 
programme” to encourage young 
people to explore the domain of cyber 
security, funded with some of the £1.9bn 
the government has invested in Cyber 
Security in recent years. 

The programme is split into three 
online stages: Assess (primary skills 
vetting), Game (the main online tool to 
test your skills) and Essentials (an online 
cyber security course to hone your skills). 
Students aim to reach the final programme 
stage which is (usually) a real-life cyber 
security course called the national Elite 
Camp, which I’ve had the privilege of 
attending for the last three years. At 
this camp there are talks from renowned 
experts in the field (on careers e.g. Ted 
Demopoulos’ 5 things you should know 
when starting a cyber security career 
or on technical ideas like ‘smashing the 
stack’ or penetration testing), some of 
the highest quality teaching in the form 
of SANS courses which typically cost 
companies thousands of pounds and 
“Capture the Flag” hacking competitions. 
And of course free food! 

Last year, during the first lockdown, 
CD offered their first “Elite Online” event 
in which I, along with 200 other students, 
was given the opportunity to study for and 

obtain a GCFE certification in Computer 
Forensics. We learnt about analysing 
Windows event logs, the registry and 
browser and email artifacts to look for 
evidence of program execution and data 
theft. Recently I was able to use the skills 
I learnt on the course to try to help a 
friend with a malfunctioning USB stick 
although sadly without much success. 
From now on it’s still unclear as to 
whether Elite is happening or not. There’s 
a suggestion that there isn’t enough 
funding for it but there was a “Cyber 
Discovery Virtual Event” this Summer 
which I attended (virtually) which was a 
slimmed down version of Elite Online with 
some careers talks and a “Capture the 
Flag” aka hacking competition. There’s a 
reasonable possibility that Elite could be 
revived though so if you’re interested in 
learning more about this discipline with 
the hope of becoming an ethical hacker 
or computer forensic expert in the future, 
make sure to contact Mr Adcock at the 
start of next term to join the club, in 
which you can get help and resources to 
do just that! 

Special congratulations this year 
to Safa Kaya in Year 9 who completed a 
phenomenal 99% of the CyberStart Game 
platform with upwards of a hundred 
hours of commitment, storming through 
the Essentials section and attending the 
rebranded Elite.

 
National Cipher Challenge

The National Cipher Challenge is a 
nation-wide competition run each year 
from about October until Christmas at 
cipherchallenge.org by the University 
of Southampton. Approximately ten 
challenges are published, one each week, 
which each contain two ciphertexts to 
decrypt. You can do it by hand (certainly 
for the first few before the difficulty ramps 
up) or use any of your own code breaking 
tools which you’ve programmed to apply 
statistical analysis to the texts (typically 
thousands of characters in length) to 
break them. Anyone can join in and it’s 

free with a prize of £1000. This year 
we had a Sixth Form team made up of 
Tim Hire, Dom Dale (both Y13) and me 
and we managed to complete all of the 
challenges. Sadly we weren’t fast enough 
on the last one to win the prize but we 
finished first equal on points. I’d highly 
recommend this as an activity because 
codebreaking is a great challenge; it’s 
not something you really do in lessons 
and the National Cipher Challenge isn’t 
a massive commitment. If you want more 
information you can come and talk to 
me (I’ve done it 4 times now) or you can 
check out the website. 

Computing Society

Finally, the biggest Computer Science 
event this year has to be the re-launch 
of Computing Society which had been 
dormant for the last few years after the 
success that was Programming Club with 
Dr Morrison sadly had to end. This year 
Harsh Brahmbhatt (12F) and I revived 
Computing Society during lockdown 
with weekly Google Meet broadcasts 
on topics such as Game Theory and 
AI, Quantum Computing, OOP and 
Graphics Programming. We also did 
some coding competitions including one 
where students had to write a maze-
solving program. We’re fortunate that 
we’ve been able to carry this on into a 
real-life club which has taken place on 
Wednesdays after school this term and 
we’ve continued with some presentations 
(Bitcoin and Cryptocurrencies) and some 
competitions (Code Golf ). 

Computer Science is a field of 
incredible breadth and we aim to explore, 
in depth, the most interesting and relevant 
topics that sometimes aren’t included in 
lessons. So whether you’re interested in 
Computing more generally or you’re just 
a coding whizz we encourage you to sign 
up for ComSoc in September as there’s 
something for everyone. Look out for the 
poster on your return to school.

Hamish Starling (12C) with contributions
 from Harsh Brahmbhatt (12F)

4 2  C L U b S  &  S O C I E T I E S



CLUbS & SOCIETIES

Drama Club
I think Drama club is one of the best clubs you can do at WBGS. One reason for this is that it involves all of our WBGS 
learning qualities. Initiative, this is used many times in the Drama club. An example would be writing and creating our 
own mini plays. Here we had to think of ideas, help each other and figure out all the technical bits by ourselves. This was 
extremely enjoyable as it gave us creative freedom and let our imaginations run wild. Collaboration is another important 
skill shown in the Drama club. We had to work together to create the plays and listen to each other’s ideas. Thinking is 
another one of our learning traits shown in the club. We think about how we can show ourselves as different people or 
characters in plays. This is really fun as we can see the world through someone else’s eyes and imagine what it would 
be like to be different characters. The last and most important learning trait is resilience. We show this all the time in 
the club whether it is bouncing back from making a mistake or helping others when they are down; resilience is one of 
the most prominent traits shown in the drama club.

At the end of this year we got the chance to create our own short performance which we wrote and directed 
ourselves. Ours was about a detective called ‘The Sniffer’ who hunted down criminals with his nose. We were allowed 
to have full costumes and props and Mr Campion helped us order and borrow some things to make it look amazing! We 
performed in front of the whole of year 8 for Enrichment Week, although we were very nervous it was the most fun thing 
ever. I would recommend this club to anyone because it develops traits needed to build up your learning, you get to be 
creative with your friends and, most of all, it’s fun.

Nils Cars 7R

Fathers’ Book Club

T
his has been another stimulating year of reading and 
discussion for Fathers’ Book Club. Meeting on the first 
Tuesday in each half term, 7pm and chaired by Jim 
Macleod, there have usually been a group of up to ten 

fathers at each evening. 
Particularly in the current times, it has been a rewarding 

break to talk about some inspiring books - a welcome relief 
from the grim daily news which we’ve all had for a lot of the 
last year. Meetings have continued with no submission to the 
pandemic: Book Club agreed to ban Mr Corona virus from any 
guest membership and have duly distanced themselves from 
him, by temporarily decamping from the school, to talk online 
via Zoom.  Nothing beats meeting up in person, but our remote 
get-togethers have been a good second best - and surprisingly 
well disciplined! A huge thanks to Paul for hosting these.

Books read were again chosen by popular demand. In 
November, Fathers’ Book Club implemented its own exemplary 
model of democracy  (no doubt in the true spirit of another fair 
election held in that month) with fathers‘ votes cast for “The 
Book Club Big Vote”. The results produced a surprisingly wide 
range of types of books - debut novels, sequels, Booker prize 
winners (3), parodies, dystopian novels and the topics covered 
have been far-reaching: adventure, love, cultural conflict, 
history, war - to name a few. 

Our first book of the year, chosen for the September 
meeting, was “The Book of Dave” by Will Self.

This was followed In November with “The God of Small 
Things” by Arundhati Roy. All thought this a very moving book, 
far-reaching in its scope. It takes great value from its setting 
within Indian politics and culture. But in no way is this a local 
story; imaginative and adventurous in its use of language, we 
found this novel had so many layers to explore. 

  “The Testaments” by Margaret Atwood was our subject for 
January. Its grim dystopian landscape was perhaps appropriate 
for that time, when the Corona virus pandemic was at its height 
in the UK. The novel is a sequel to Atwood’s big hit success 
“The Handmaid’s Tale”, although we saw this as a good story, 
we don’t think it necessarily packed as big a punch or deserved 
the acclaim received.

Another Booker winner was our February choice: “The 
English Patient” by Michael Ondaatje. Our reading led to 
some discussion of the blockbuster Anthony Minghella film, 
which followed the book. We agreed that the novel has quite a 
different focus and style - and that therefore it appeals in a quite 
different way. As always our meetings are pretty wide in scope, 
and further chat prompted some of us later to dust off their 
DVDs and watch again the 1996 film and to spot one of our very 
own book club dads featuring there, playing a very important 
‘drop-in’ onto the film set.

Book Club choice for April was “American Gods” by 
Neil Gaiman: a hefty book but one which never failed to 
hold attention. Gaiman tells a great story as he takes us on 
a fantastical journey through America, where characters of 
the modern world are intertwined with those from ancient 
mythologies. We thought this was great writing, full of jokes, 
and very cleverly structured.

Many thanks again to Jim Macleod for all the organisation 
and keeping the club running. 

As soon as permitted, we plan to be off Zoom and to 
return to the more social setting of a room in The Muse. New, 
or old, fathers are always welcome - so come along to the next 
meeting and try out Fathers’ Book Club!  

Mike Perrott
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The Upper-Sixth Book Club: Year in Review

O
ur lives on-hold as we hunkered through 
plague year’s plaguey hangover, we obstinate 
initiates of the Upper-Sixth book club were 
not to be put off. Online, we wrangled with 
unfaithful WiFi, under whose influence Zoom 
calls collapsed. At school, we endured icy 

tempests, frostbitten tongues assailing us through windows 
lodged agape (as per COVID prevention measures). As our own 
narratives had led us into a Britain-sized prison camp, we would 
not be barred from books and their narratorial alternatives. The 
Upper-Sixth book club met with its regular irregularity. 

Escapism, then, was the order of the day. I imagine most 
of us had had our fill of pandemic-themed fiction after last 
year’s read of Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel, whose 
portrayal of viral outbreak rivalled even the March 2020 reality 
in its ever-mounting dread. Mrs Marshall suggested The Buried 
Giant by Kazuo Ishiguro. ‘A fantasy novel,’ I thought; ‘what 
better way to ease this perennial pandemic disquiet?’ Ishiguro 
manages to master every genre he adopts, and this novel was no 
exception. His reconstruction of a post-Roman Britain, uneasily 
cohabitated by Britons and Saxons, is as alluring as it is subtle. 
Indeed, authorial restraint is central to the mystery of the novel, 
in which an inexplicable ‘mist’ shrouds both the reader’s and the 
protagonists’ understanding of events. And there is something 
deeply disturbing brooding, as bygone horrors loom from the 
fog. My disquiet certainly wasn’t lulled.

Pat Barker’s Regeneration, another of our book club picks, 
shares with Ishiguro’s novel an unsettling quality of inactivity - 
horrors exist only on the periphery. Craiglockhart War Hospital 
is a psychiatric recovery centre for shell-shocked officers during 
WWI, and - it emerges - those men for whom poetry is a 
preferable pastime to trench-warfare. Such famous names as 
Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen populate the hospital’s 
register, and Barker blends incisive psychological studies with 
historical poetry-drafts to construct an overarching anti-war 
message. Arguably, these officers were lucky to escape the 

shot-at-dawn fate reserved for their lower-class comrades, but 
we can’t let such scruples stymie our sympathy. Owen would, 
in any case, return to the front and put his “Old Lie” to the test.

So far, so unsuccessful in my search for escapism. But I 
fear that I may have signed my own death warrant on that quest. 
Namely: my doctrine never to read science fiction barred me 
from enjoying Gun, with Occasional Music by Jonathan Lethem 
with my peers, a novel suggested by Mr. Gregory. Attending 
the club nonetheless, I caught from their discussion vague 
notions of framed urologists and gun-toting marsupials, in what 
sounded like just the sort of comedic romp that might have 
entertained away my pandemic blues. Was I guilty of intellectual 
snobbery in my doctrine? Perhaps the genre should not be 
tarred with such a broad stroke? After brief consideration, I 
conclude that sci-fi simply isn’t worth the risk.

If Lethem is to make any in-roads with types like me, 
though, he ought to take a leaf out of David Mitchell’s book: 
disguising science fiction as bog-standard, literary fiction. His 
Cloud Atlas was our next novel, an eleven-part six-narrative 
panoply of stories, nested like Babushka dolls and connected 
by oblique textual encounters. Do not be fooled, as I was: 
the opening Victorian gentlemen will not bore you with his 
digressive diary for long. Abruptly we are flung from interwar 
Belgium to sunny seventies California, and then to a sci-fi 
dystopian Korea which renders Kim Jong-Un’s kingdom benign 
by contrast. Mitchell manages to harmonise his motley tales 
into a paean to the human (and at times, non-human) spirit. And 
his ambition was not without consequence: in our book club 
vote, Cloud Atlas won the accolade ‘Best Novel’. What does the 
Booker have on that?

 As the books piled up, so too did our conviction to read 
some classics. So far, the furthest we had ventured into the past 
was 1991, and we didn’t want some know-it-all Year 9 taking us 
for fools because of our modern taste. It was this, perhaps, that 
led us to read One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey, 
published long ago in that year of yore, 1975. The second novel 
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Politics Society
As Politics (and more broadly 
Humanities students) we have a 
range of opportunities to study the 
academic aspects of our subject. As 
a Politics and History student, my 
courses were filled with statistics, 
theory and fact. However, an 
opportunity to debate and discuss 
these abstract ideas in the context 
of current affairs was sorely lacking, 
and this is exactly what Politics 
Society is about. At its heart, the 
club is about argument, discord and 
civilised conversation where we 
not only broaden our knowledge of 
what’s going in the world around 
us, but also refine our debating 
skills. Since September, myself and 
a few others have led debates about 
topics ranging from voter fraud, the 
US election, Scottish independence 
to Black Nationalism, and the broad 
range of political opinions (from left 
of Jeremy Corbyn to right of Priti 

Patel!) ensures that the debate is 
multifaceted, and if not civil - lively.

Politics Society is of course 
not exclusive to politics students, 
although politics students are of 
course encouraged to come - any 
students are welcome and the club 
has been a fantastic extracurricular 
bonus alongside regular lessons. 
But what sets politics society apart 
from other clubs in school is the 
high turnout and high standard of 
debate: our members are passionate 
and often knowledgeable about 
the topics of conversation set each 
week and it’s a fantastic way to learn 
about new ideas in an engaging and 
interactive way.

Unfortunately due to the Covid 
restrictions, full school politics club 
hasn’t been feasible, so in response 
to that, we initiated online Politics 
Society for the younger years. We 
have some fantastic younger students 

who are interested in politics and 
contribute weekly in that discussion. 
In the future, when we can once again 
freely meet face to face, we’re hoping 
to have speakers and politicians come 
in and give talks. If you’re interested 
in joining PolSoc and you’re in years 
7-11 check your year group Google 
classroom for a link, and if you’re in 
year 12 - meetings are weekly on a 
Thursday in EC4 during lunch break. 

Stefan Makhoul L6G

we had read about psychiatric wards, we were carving out 
our own little niche. But fair warning to the escapist reader: 
Kesey’s ward is somewhat of a microcosm for pandemic Britain. 
Patients are pawns of the imperious Nurse Ratched, who rules 
her ward with arbitrary power. Reading how they bend to her 
whims, one cannot help but reflect that Nurse Boris is doing a 
fine job himself. Still, the novel’s critique of the treatment of the 
mentally handicapped was highly influential, as one would have 
to be mad not to recognise.

Primo Levi’s If This is a Man was our most serious, and 
most chilling read. The Holocaust narrative of an Italian Jew, 
Levi reveals how the work camps hollowed the humanity out 
of their victims, and how he clung to life despite all odds. Even 
aside from the horrors of its content, the book is stylistically a 
masterwork of literary nonfiction.

As the final exams of the school year approached with 
frightening rapidity, we thought it proper to end on a high, 
with a novel often described as “the funniest ever written”. 
This accreditation was, in our discussion, variously mocked, 
scorned, ridiculed, raged about and much more besides. But 
for me, it is an appellation which can be fairly applied. Kingsley 
Amis’ Lucky Jim is a comedic tour de force if ever there was one, 
so perfectly constructed grammatically, and so carefully plotted 
structurally, that every page is chock-a-block with chucklesome 
exchanges and wit-ridden descriptions. Famed especially for its 
account of a hangover, other highlights include an hysterically 

accurate portrayal of being stuck on a slow bus, and an 
uproarious attempt by the titular Jim to hide damaged linen 
from important hosts (Jim’s boss). Polarising though it may have 
been, we ended the book club with a bang. 

With that, we were cast out into the world, flung into 
that idle liminality between school and university. The Upper-
Sixth book club dissolved and disparate. Ex teachers appealing 
for articles in our ex-school’s magazine. But the plots, the 
characters, the narratives persist. And, literally banned from 
leaving the house for much of the year, where else could we 
have turned, but to books?

Luke Dale U6F



W
ildlife Society was set up in 2018 to encourage 
students to notice, appreciate and protect nature 
around them. Through practical conservation, 
walks, and indoor talks, the society aims to educate 

students about wildlife both in the UK and around the world, and 
how they can make a difference for nature on their doorstep.

Three years ago, I felt that there was a lack of enthusiasm 
about the natural environment among students, and thought I 
was alone in my passion for nature. With the help of friends, I 
spoke with Mr Cooksey, also a keen wildlife enthusiast, about 
an idea for a club to engage students with the natural world. A 
few weeks later, we held our first meeting in Room 107, to an 
audience of just two people. Over the year, the audience grew 
to an average of nine per week, as we discussed topics such as 
urban nature, the Big Garden Birdwatch, and animals in music. 
Later in the year Mr Rowe had created a project called The 
Urban Niche, to gather ideas on how to make the school more 
sustainable. We held a joint meeting, attended by around thirty-
five people, which helped to increase our regular audience 
numbers too. Those that regularly attended included some 
friends - it was excellent to see more people in my year group 
becoming more interested in the environment!

With this, we began looking towards taking part in practical 
conservation activities. The first of these was an attempt at creating 
a wildflower meadow using seed balls (many of these would have 
likely been eaten by birds, so it was not successful!). We also hung 
coconut bird feeders from the trees, and it was brilliant to see a few 
Robins and Blue Tits feed from these; a Pied Wagtail, which can be 

found frantically moving around the playground, also visited the 
feeders. We held a number of informative and engaging talks from 
September 2019, helping to broaden our knowledge on invasive 
species, animals in art, and even hybrid animals. Just before the 
school closed due to the pandemic, we took the opportunity to 
survey the site for the Big Schools’ Birdwatch: this was certainly a 
fabulous opportunity for us to experience the natural world within 
the habitats of the school grounds.

Outside of school, we have held two nature walks at 
Cassiobury Park to inspire members to become more connected 
with their local wildlife during the pandemic. The highlights 
have been small tortoiseshell butterflies, blackcaps, grey 
wagtails and the Mandarin duck, a famous resident of the 
park to wildlife enthusiasts! Over the next year, we hope that 
we can become more active around the school site, to make 
it more biodiverse. Under the supervision of Mr Mason, who 
has helped to build an outdoor classroom and a pond, we are 
looking forward to increasing the diversity of native flowers and 
shrubs at school; place nest boxes and bat boxes on trees; and 
recording nocturnal wildlife using a trail camera. 

I am very excited about the society’s future, and hope 
that after the pandemic, Wildlife Society can encourage more 
of the school community to learn about and protect their local 
biodiversity.

Kabir Kaul 11T
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Wildlife Society



This half term, Mrs Twyford, Mathilde 
(the French Assistant), I and other Sixth 
Formers had the pleasure of running 
French Club for Year 8. We were glad 
to finally be back in school so we could 
get on with some more interactive 
activities with the Year 8s. We played 
some traditional French games such 
as:
Baccalauréat
Jacques a dit 
Boules/Petanque 
Card Games
Quizzes

All of this was done while 
learning some new vocabulary and a 
bit about French culture and receiving 
rewards (usually in the form of snacks). 
Next year we hope to continue French 
Club for Year 8 in room 111 and we hope 
to expand the range of activities as 
the Covid-19 pandemic begins to end 

and restrictions continue to loosen. We 
hope you come along to experience 
some of these activities and a taste of 
French culture with us.

Pedro Cardoso 12G
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French Club

Alan Turing Cryptography Competition

I
n January 2020 Dr Hedges invited students to participate in 
the Alan Turing Cryptography Competition. This competition 
consists of a series of code breaking challenges released 
over a period of 11 weeks getting progressively more 
difficult. You are scored based on how quickly you 
complete each challenge. It is a national competition run 

by the maths department at the University of Manchester for full 
time students up to year eleven. Schools can enter teams of up 
to four students. My brother (Jamie 9T) and I decided it sounded 
fun and entered as a team. Our decision to enter was not at all 
influenced by the cash prizes that could be won! 

The first challenge went live at 4pm on Monday 27th 
January 2020 and we were ready at our computers with pen 
and paper to hand. We were expecting the challenge to be 
highly complicated causing us to completely overthink the 
solution which should have been simple. It took us over forty 
minutes to figure out that we had to read the text from bottom 
to top. However after the first week we completed each of the 

challenges much faster and found ourselves moving further and 
further up the leaderboard. By the time we reached the final 
challenge we were in the top 10.

The final challenge was released on 30th March and we 
were ready. The challenge was complicated having to convert 
numbers from base 3 and use them as a key to decrypt some text. 
Working together we quickly decoded the message and entered 
our answer. Checking the leaderboard we were in first place. 
Now we just had to wait to see if any of our competitors would 
overtake us. We sat refreshing the page and with just minutes 
to go one team robbed us of victory. We finished in second place 
out of 1126 active teams, being one of four teams to complete 
every one of the challenges in under an hour. If we hadn’t spent 
so long on the first challenge we would have had a high chance 
of coming first.  

There was due to be a prize ceremony on 29th April 2020 
at the University of Manchester however lockdown interfered and 
the ceremony was cancelled. We still received our prizes however, 
winning £25 of Amazon vouchers each for coming second and £10 
each as a spot prize for the fifth challenge. The competition was 
a challenging, enjoyable (and lucrative!) experience and we were 
amazed to be able to achieve second place. We would definitely 
recommend other teams to enter in future years.
To find out our team name, decode the message below:

Thomas Robbins 11T
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Chess Club 
Chess has never been more popular. This strategic game 

dating back 1500 years has always been a favourite of 
many, but the COVID-19 pandemic has led to a soar in 

interest for this mentally stimulating activity. Chess boards and 
sets were replaced with online sites and tournaments, with 
anyone from complete beginners to Grandmasters participating.  
At the same time, chess began to flourish on streaming sites 
like Youtube and Twitch, which attracted many celebrities to 
take up the game. And 2020 culminated with the release of 
The Queen’s Gambit on Netflix: a show about the young chess 
prodigy Beth Harmon and her rise (and falls) to the top. This was 
an international hit, and only increased chess’s ever-growing 
popularity.

Meanwhile at Watford Boys, “Chess Club” had been 
virtually non-existent for many years, with the last memory 
of a club being run by Mr Vijendra in 2015, and chess sets 
now scattered in mysterious areas around the school. But 
on a grander scale, clubs and societies themselves had been 
hit hard by lockdowns and social distancing. It was in these 
circumstances, in the lockdown of January 2021, that teachers 
and sixth-formers came together to set up clubs and societies 
online, through Google Classrooms and Google Meets. And, as a 
result, chess club was (virtually) reborn for Year 7 and 8.

Almost immediately this was a great success. We began 
running weekly tournaments during lockdown, as well as weekly 
live-streams to engage students during lockdown, where we’d do 
puzzles, learn new techniques and watch each other play! Since 
then, we have had two intense knockout tournaments and two 
inter-house chess competitions, which have been a pleasure to 
observe. And upon returning to school, we were lucky enough to 
have been given brand new chess sets (courtesy of Mr Thorold) 
to play on (albeit with safety precautions) - because nothing is 
quite the same as the feeling of real pieces and that ever-ticking 
clock sound!

It’s been an amazing experience to start this club again, 
and has also improved my own (questionable) chess skills! But 
aside from this, it is also extremely rewarding to be able to be 
part of such an incredible community of people with a common 
interest, making lockdown a little less formidable. I would highly 
encourage students to think about setting up a club they are 
interested in - you never know what could happen!

Of course, I did not do this alone by any means. This 
would not have happened without Mrs Bains, who pioneered 
the club, as well as Ms Webster, Dr Higgins, Mr Beere, Mr 
Slingsby, all of whom have given up their time to help. It would 
also not have been possible without the help of Justin, Manraj, 
Akshay, Santosh, Owen & Alejandro, all sixth formers who 
carried out tasks from filling out spreadsheets, carrying chess 
sets and giving “self-esteem” to the students!

Of course, the club would be nothing without the members 
themselves, a few of whom have shared their experiences about 
chess over the next few pages. We’re very lucky to have such 
talented and enthusiastic students, and we look forward to 
what we can achieve next year!

Yueyang Han L6N

I started playing when I was 9 years old. At first I thought 
chess was boring but when I got my first coaching lesson I 
was amazed that chess was a fun and strategic game. When 

I was playing against my uncle and my dad I would always lose, 
and I would get angry, but then when I was 10 in primary school 
there was a famous grandmaster who came to our school.

We would have training first which really helped a lot; 
it made me become a better chess player and we would have 
tournaments like Delancey. I got through to the Megafinals, 
which I got 4/6 and went through to the Gigafinal and I lost but 
it was fun and I learnt my mistakes, and years 3-6 I would go to 
Olympia which was fun, where I got 5.5 out of 6.

Rishi Pipalia 7T

I didn’t know much about chess until I got an email about 
the Chess club starting soon, so I joined and quickly got 
Scholar’s mated. I soon learnt lots of tricks, gambits and 

what forks were and how to mate. I really enjoy Chess Club 
because I think it is a great way to interact with people we don’t 
know, to become friends and also have fun. It is a very positive 
experience and I like the weekly tournaments and chess meets 
we do as we learn a lot. I strongly encourage people to join 
Chess club and from when I first started and lost many games 
to people much higher rating than me, I have now come first 
and second in the weekly tournaments and qualified for the 
knockout tournament.

Alex Fernandes 8P

I started playing chess in the New Year as a new hobby. I 
would watch masters like IM Rosen and GM Nakamura and 
would dream to one day be able to understand this beautiful 

game in such a way I could crack any position with ease. These 
figures gave me the inspiration to pursue this and commit to 
chess, and I think it is going quite well. I first heard about the 
chess club when I was about 700 ELO. I told a few of my friends 
to join and there were around 20 members, now there are 
around 90! Undoubtedly playing against experienced players 
in the tournaments has taught me so much, allowing me to 
recently pass 1300 ELO, in just 4 months. Chess is a game that 
can appeal to all ages, and I love it. 

Leo Gardner 8P



I have been playing chess 
since May 2020 - it was 
something to keep me busy 

during lockdown. In January 
2021, I found out about the 
WBGS Chess Club from one 
of my peers. At first, Chess 
Club was only for Year 7, but 
I was still permitted to play, 
which was amazing for me, 
given that I can’t seem to get 
enough of chess!  My first few 
tournaments were tough - I 
found myself playing against 
more experienced players, so I 
lost many of my initial games, 
only getting one win out of 
the first 5 games I played. However, as I began to develop an 
understanding of opening theory and strategic combinations, 
I found my self-confidence and skill improved, eventually 
increasing my rating.

I have played in quite a few competitions, both external 
and school tournaments. In this term’s knockout competition - 
where 16 of the people who have consistently scored the most 
points are paired against each other - after a few weeks of 
playing, I progressed to the finals against my higher rated and 
stronger opponent. The initial game in the finals was tough, with 
both sides having chances; however my opponent capitalised 
and was in a winning position but the game ended in a draw. 
After that game, my opponent (who had played a whopping 4 
games in the knockout that day) and I played a blitz tiebreak 

with half the amount of time. 
Ultimately, I emerged victorious 
after a nail-biting finish. 

I have also participated in 
competitions such as the LJCC 
and the BOCC (London Junior 
Chess Championship and British 
Online Chess Championship). 
LJCC was a great learning 
experience, even though I 
didn’t do great in my under 
18 category. However, in the 
British Chess Championship, 
I came extremely close to 
qualifying for the finals (a mere 
half point away), and I recorded 
a win against the highest rated 

player I have ever played.
I found out about chess club from one of my peers in 

January. On Wednesday 29th April we had our first in-person 
chess meeting in the library, where we had a tournament and 
I got to play my first ever ‘serious’ over-the-board game of 
chess- the time control was extremely fast and I noticed the 
difficulties I faced upon finding out that time pressure is a lot 
harder without premoves. Overall, I have found that Chess club 
is a great way to relax with a touch of competitiveness and meet 
a variety of people across the year groups.

Rishabh Sidana 8G
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Chess in Lockdown

The national lockdowns were a time when our lives were 
extremely disrupted. However, because of the extra time 
many people were given, the lockdowns were the best 

thing to have ever happened to my chess career. The period of 
time when the restrictions were continuously changing provided 
me with the time to improve my game quite substantially, take 
part in my first official chess tournament (albeit online) and be a 
dedicated member of the WBGS chess club. It was also a period 
that comprised many of the highlights within my chess career.

The first big chess-related highlight for me, during lockdown, 
came in the form of a competition composed of a series of swiss 
tournaments named the ‘London Junior Chess Championship’ 
(LJCC), which I took part in online in the ‘Under 12’ category. It was 
a competition consisting of two stages- the qualifiers, which there 
were three of, and the final. In order to be permitted to play in the 
finals, it was requisite you obtained a certain score during any of 
the three qualifiers. In the first two qualifiers, which took place on 
the 15th and 21st of November, I did not perform at a high enough 
standard meaning I had been forced to take my chances in the 
final qualifier. I studied immensely for the last qualifier during the 
week before it and after some very tense matches, I managed to 
make a comeback and qualify for the finals. 

The finals took place a few weeks after the last qualifier 
and was an event which spanned across the whole day it took 

place. I experienced defeat after defeat and quite unfortunately, 
finished with a score of 2/7 after two wins and five losses.

After the event that was the LJCC, I spent more time than I 
ever had before on improving my gameplay and later participated 
in the Year 7 and Year 8 Interhouse Chess Tournament, which 
took place in the second half of the spring term.

The Year 7 and Year 8 Interhouse Chess Tournament was a 
round-robin tournament, where each ‘chess representative’ (the 
pupil selected by their form to compete for their house) played seven 
games. Prior to this competition, I was entrusted with the role of 
chess representative for Platt house in the Year 7 competition.

The main competition took place across two days. Luckily, 
my preparation had paid off and I  my games concluded with an 
all-inclusive score of 6.5/7; this score came after a total of six 
wins and one draw and due to this, I finished first in the Year 7 
competition. In addition, the scores obtained in both the Year 7 and 
Year 8 competitions were enough to declare Platt House the overall 
winner of the first Year 7 and 8 Interhouse Chess Tournament. I felt 
a massive sense of pride, 

The period of lockdowns was a series of journeys that took 
my chess play to a level I would never imagine I would reach: it is a 
journey I would never regret taking my chess career on.

Robert Zabihi 7P
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Starting a new school and new subjects during a pandemic.
7P began Watford Boys during the Pandemic.  

They describe their experiences of each new subject. 
Our First Day

When we arrived at school, all of the year 
7s had to line up in forms and we were 
so shocked to see so many people to be 
friends with.

The first activity we did was that 
we went into two big circles and then we 
threw an inflatable ball.

We all thought that the building 
was big and would take a while to get 
used to. As we came in we saw a seating 
plan and sat where we were told to sit. 

Finally, when we went outside 
again we went through Cassiobury Park 
so we were used to the way to the New 
Field for games. We went to New Field for 
the first time and it was a rough wet walk.

Nethu Rathnaweera and Arslaan 

Music

Some of you may not have done Music in 
primary school. Here we will give you an 
introduction of what learning music is like 
in secondary school. For those of you who 
have learned or practised an instrument 
as you move on in the year(s), there will 
be many more opportunities to showcase 
your talent or enhance your instrumental 
or vocal skills even further.

In Year 7, music lessons start off 
simpler than many of you think, i.e. learning 
new notes and simple music terminology. 
As lessons move on you will use this (and 
some more factors) in many situations 
such as analysing a piece of music or even 
composing music yourself. For many, most 
music may still sound complex and diverse, 
but it is fun. Hopefully this introduction has 
made you less nervous about the subject. 
See you in year 7!

Joaquin Buslatan and Victor Goodman

Technology

During Lockdown in Technology, we built 
models from the resources we had at 
home such as straws, paperclips, erasers, 
chopsticks and many more. Before the 
lesson, we spent 10 minutes searching 
around our house for what w needed but 
amongst the chaos it was still enjoyable.

I remember one after noon running 
downstairs and saying, ‘Do we have any 
needles?’

When we returned to school, we 
all had to wear masks when indoors but 
we finally met our teacher in person and 
started our real project which was to 
build model cars.

After we returned from half-term, 
the mask rule was lifted and we could see 
each other again. We continued our tasks 
and after many attempts, we had almost 
finished.

Umer Khan and Riyan Pau

Latin

‘Salve!’
That was one of the first terms I ever 
heard in Latin as I entered the classroom 
on that fateful day in September. Of 
course, I knew nothing about speaking 
Latin at all but had heard of all the long 
and wonderful stories of that era. At first, 
I thought Latin was to be a dull and dead 
language, but I was definitely wrong.

For starters, our class ended up with 
the delightful and amazing Ms Sams. Ms 
Sams always encouraged and supported 
us throughout our lessons and made 
them fun with games and sometimes a 
movie! Of course none of us had ever 
been taught Latin in their primary schools 
so we all felt clueless and had no idea of 
any terms or phrases. However, thanks 
to some wonderful support, in a few 
months, Latin was a subject we could 
speak and do easily.

However, second Lockdown had 
other things to say. All lessons at school 
were to be transferred online making it 
twice as hard to learn. For me, I constantly 
got headaches and this made it much 
harder to focus. However in Latin we 
learnt about Theseus and the Minotaur, 
Pompeii and its fascinating citizens, 
whilst having lots of fun along the way.

So, as the summer term closed we 
learnt and wrapped up Latin for year 7. 
For me, Latin was one of my favourite 
subjects on my timetable. If you think 
it’s just speaking well it is not just that 
Latin is full amazing teachers, interesting 
vocabulary and wonderful stories.

Vale!
Zaheen Farook

PRE

During our time undertaking the 
Philosophy, Religion, and Ethics course at 
WBGS, we studied morals, questions, and 
ideas and broke down aspects of beliefs 
within the six main world religions.

Within the first third of our course, 
we dissected what morals were to 
atheists, theists, and agnostics alike. We 
started our knowledge by building up from 
simple question and eventually analysing 
religious beliefs of the conscience.

After the study of ethics, our course 
continued covering the branch of PRE – 
philosophy. We studied beliefs about the 
meaning of life, how the universe started 
and how the world will end.

We also studied religious beliefs 
focusing on the main 6 religions: Islam, 
Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism, 
and Buddhism. We looked at what makes 
a good teacher and looked at vocabulary 
to further enhance our knowledge.

After the completion of Philosophy, 
Ethics and Religion we were tested with 
creating a presentation to show how 
much we had learnt and developed since 
the beginning of the year.

Abedeen Aseen and Rupert Zabihi

Art

In Art we usually do painting and drawing 
in pencil. I prefer drawing in pen because 
in primary school we weren’t allowed 
pencils, so I had to draw in biro.

Recently we have to make recyclable 
sculptures, which was interesting. 
We also had to do a transcription of a 
painter’s drawing using oil pastels and 
paints. It was also great fun and the 
projects are exciting and motivating.

Monty Champ

French

In primary school I also learned French 
but it was very different. Our current 
teacher is from France and we learn the 
language in much more depth than in 
primary. In addition, we cover a wide 
range of lessons from numbers to ice 
cream, countries and colours. Looking 
back on the year, I feel that the amount of 
French we covered is enormous.



To help us memorise words, 
we do many exercises a lesson 
and frequent vocabulary tests 
so we know what to revise. Also, 
my French teacher keeps us well 
prepared for any tests by notifying 
us many weeks in advance and 
trying to fit in as many revision 
lessons as possible.

Motiejus Zabotka

In primary school, I also did French, but 
there was a huge difference. Our teacher 
put up a presentation of some animals in 
French and pressed a speaker and then 
we would repeat the words back to the 
teacher. In this school, we actually have 
a French teacher from France who speaks 
French to us for us to repeat. 

We go into depth and we have 
a sheet with vocabulary on to help us 
revise, but in primary school we stayed 
on a topic for weeks. Here, we move 
onto another topic very quickly. We learn 
to pronounce words clearly and fluently 
here. It’s more interesting here as we 
learn more complex things like eyes, hair 
and facial features and I feel I really have 
improved in this school.

Bobby Jobanputra

Science

In Science we have covered a variety of topics 
this year such as the reproductive system 
and the periodic table. At the start of the 
year we had lessons in the form room, but as 
restrictions gradually eased, we moved most 
of our lessons into the science lab.

In the second half of year 7, our 
teacher safely conducted experiments for 
us to observe and learn from. One of our 
experiments was creating magnesium oxide 
by burning it and allowing oxygen to enter.

During lockdown we learned about 
energy transfer and chemical, kinetic, and 
gravitational potential. We had done a 
few topics in our homes on the computer 
due to the restrictions preventing us from 
going into school, but unfortunately there 
were a few connection issues.

Parth Shah and Malek Owera

Geography

I have particularly enjoyed Geography this 
year as we did not do much Geography in 
primary school. Our topics this year have 
been map skills, Africa, Wild Weather, 
Global Ecosystems, Watford and the 
Geography of Health. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed learning all of these topics, 

especially learning about Watford as I 
was born in Watford and I have lived in 
Watford for almost all of my life.

Our final topic, Map Skills, was the 
most useful in my opinion as I learnt lots 
of useful skills that I will need in the real 
world at some point. There have also 
been some lessons at the end of term 
where we have watched documentaries 
about all the stuff we have learnt. We 
would have gone on some trips this year, 
but unfortunately due to Covid-19, we 
were not able to go.

Overall Geography has been great 
this year and I will definitely pick it for 
my GCSEs

James Gross

History

I particularly enjoy history for two reasons. 
The first reason I love history is learning 
about the battles and strategies and the 
second is Mr Silver, our History teacher. He 
takes an already great subject and makes 
it fun. The first topic we were taught was 
the Norman Conquest and the three major 
battles: the Battle of York, the Battle 
of Hastings and the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge. One time Mr Silver let us have a 
sword fight where I jabbed Mr Silver.

Thomas Noble-Jackson

This year of history, like almost all of 
our lessons was in our form room. We 
weren’t allowed to go on any trips and we 
constantly had to social distance both in 
the classroom and outside activities. 

Over lockdown, at home learning, 
we had Google meets and had to do all 
our work online at home. In History we 
learned about the Norman Conquest 1066, 
the Tudors, the Crusades, the Wars of the 
Roses, the Spanish Armada, the Industrial 
Revolution and the English Civil war.

Rayan El Janfali and Oliver Hartley

Food Technology

When I was first introduced into the food 
technology system, the first thing I noticed 
was the kitchen we were to use. The kitchen 
was excellent and socially distanced to 
keep us safe from the virus with sinks at 

every corner. I had a fabulous 
time and so much fun learning 
new tips to improve our cooking 
skills and making pizza snacks, 
fruit salads and other dishes.

Especially during 
lockdown, the food practicals 
weren’t always possible and so 
when the group was split into 

two ‘rooms’ the latter went to the theory 
room. Theory was always really fun as 
teachers were either not there (warning 
the people doing the cooking) or they were 
really nice. We were allowed to order and 
discuss with our friends and the computers 
sometimes lagged so we could discuss our 
opinions and take a break.

Max Agarwal and Vrishan Varsani
PSHE

At the start of the year we would go to room 
108 for PSHE. However now we’ve switched 
rooms to GS3 which is all the way across the 
school. We have Mr Beere for this subject 
and he ahs taught us many topics.

Mr Beere taught us about bullying, 
cyber bullying (how to stay safe on the 
internet), puberty (men and women), racism, 
xenophobia and LGBTQ. We also leant about 
emotional and physical well being.

Vishnu Radhakrishnan

Games and PE

At Watford Boys we do a range of 
sports during school. On a certain day, 
you and your form will take part in a series 
of activities throughout the year, such as 
athletics, cricket, hockey, and rugby. In 
PE, you focus on the more technical side 
of sport. Your PE teacher will explain it 
thoroughly and then you attempt it along 
with the advice of your peers.

Unlike PE, which is very similar 
to yours in primary school, Games will 
probably be a new subject. Games consists 
mainly of team sports. After a few weeks 
of learning the basics of games such as 
rugby and cricket you will be put into sets 
according to your skill levels. Top sets 
get a chance to play for the school teams 
whilst the others get to improve their skills 
with others of similar levels. 

During Lockdown, we were told to 
create different exercise challenges like 
running, cycling and core exercises; for 
example, someone wanted to see how 
quickly they could run a certain distance 
and after every week, we reported back 
our progress to our teachers.

Robert Kartalov and Yuvaan Gulvady
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I 
remember the now-old days before 
Christmas, the times when normality 
was just starting to set in in our 
normal lives. The black and yellow 

tapes separating the different years and 
the furious teachers monitoring those 
seeking to commit illegal entry, to see 
faces which were obscured from memory. 
The now new and refurbished timetable 
changed to provide safety, the extension 
and reduction of breaks, much to our 
dismay and delight.

Trying to remember the old days 
of year 7, the physical banter carried 

out everyday, the carefree nature of our 
lives and the numerous activities and 
sport able to be carried out with no hint 
of danger. It now feels like it has been 
years since those times where we could 
socialise, when we could bond, when we 
could live life to the fullest.

I look back at the glorious days that 
were Year 7; I am ashamed that I took 
them for granted. So many luxuries that I 
didn’t realise, going round to my friends’ 
houses, meeting up after school, not 
having to worry about a virus snatching 
away everything you love. If you were to 

tell me a couple of years ago that millions 
of people had died from a virus, that 
school was digital, I would’ve laughed in 
your face. Sometimes I take a moment 
to just sit back and think about how 
things have changed recently. I wonder if 
this seemingly post-apocalyptic world will 
ever truly go back to its proper form, and I 
long for the day that I can go outside free 
of will, the day that I don’t have to worry 
about my health and the health of the 
people that I love.

Connor Bycroft and Vedant Sundaram 8C

School before Covid
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Year 8 in Lockdown

Lockdown School 2021
My parents are keyworkers and having to go to 
school in 2021 lockdown was mostly annoying 
for me but I still preferred it more than going to 
school not during lockdown. Often my friends 
would be on a group chat and I would most of 
the time not have been able to answer back. 
It was also annoying knowing that most of my 
friends were at home.

We did do some fun things like decorate 
biscuits and play football. Overall I preferred 
it more than going to ‘normal school’ but I 
still found it an inconvenience 

Dominic Davis 8C

Hobbies in lockdown 
Hobbies in lockdown were something that 
took a massive spike in number as it was a 
way for people to keep some happiness in 
their lives while the outside world was in 
anarchy from the coronavirus. Many people 
had taken an interest in something new. 
Many people started reading or collected 
things like stones whilst the younger 
population collecting a wide range of video 
games to play. I started to take an interest 
in motorsport which I feel was an effect from 
lockdown. 

These are necessary to keep our lives 
in check as without these many people would 
slip into a world of mental pain. It means 
that the flame of hope and happiness can 
burn brightly within ourselves. Hobbies are 
something that everyone should have has 
just for some people it isn’t recognised how 
important it is.  

Anish Mhapankar 8C

Spending Spare Time in Lockdown

I
n lockdown my friend and I did various things in our spare time. 
We thought that it would be important to keep in touch during 
these difficult times. Together in lockdown we started to do work 
together as it made it feel more like a working in a classroom 
environment. This made work easier and more enjoyable. Many 

people in lockdown did not keep in touch with their friends because it 
was harder than just speaking to them but together we found different 
ways to communicate and make the most of what little opportunities to 
communicate we had. Another example of us keeping in touch was that 
we would call each other every other day to play video games. These 
games were Rocket League on PS4 and we also played Call of Duty 
on our mobile phones. When we played Rocket League we would be 
playing for more than two hours every time. This brought us much joy 
as in these difficult times we were limited to a bare minimum of human 
interaction apart from the interaction with our families. Interaction 
with our families doesn’t really count though as we were seeing them 
everyday. 

As well as these examples we also used the outside space as 
a bit of exercise. Once or twice a week we went on a walk around the 
neighbourhood and had a good chat about how life was during this 
period of time. Sometimes we would go to play basketball at the park 
but  this is no longer possible because it is TAPED OFF! In our beaktimes 
or after school days we sometimes went to just chill in the park or meet 
one or two other people from our primary school. I still can’t remember 
the Covid rules but I always followed the rules during Covid. 

I found not going out or meeting friends a bit miserable. There 
was no happiness around. It was like I was stuck in a dark box filled with 
nothing but myself. I heard the notification on my phone. It was alive. 
The happiness had come back to me. 

I always felt that bit of excitement and joy when a friend said, ‘Do 
you want to go to the park?

It was just a great feeling...  
Junaid Domah 8C



Parent’s views on remote learning

I 
asked my mum about remote 
learning and this is what she said.

I feel that remote learning in 
the second lockdown has been more 

beneficial than in the first lockdown. 
This is due to the fact that the teachers 
are giving online lessons and engaging 
more with the children. They can explain 
the work that they are setting and give 
general feedback to the whole class. It 

also means that the children have a set 
routine as they would have in school, 
rather than choosing when to complete 
work.

However, I do think that too much 
time is spent looking at a screen and it 
may be helpful for some practical tasks 
to be included. Also, some lessons are led 
completely by the teacher talking to the 
children and this can make it hard for the 

children to focus. If the teacher can talk 
for a period of time and then set work to 
do, I believe that the children would be 
able to concentrate better. 

Overall, I think that schools are 
doing an excellent job in ensuring that 
children are still learning and progressing 
in these difficult times.

Oscar Agnew 8C
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NHS Volunteering

I
n addition to volunteering at a vaccination centre, I also 
took upon the role of becoming a NHS volunteer. Mrs 
Bertram, who is our sixth form pastoral assistant and also a 
volunteer at the hospital, had 

informed my year group about the 
opportunity to become a volunteer 
at Watford General Hospital and I 
had immediately signed up along 
with my peers.

Our purpose is to provide 
support to patients and staff 
members during this time of 
increased pressure on NHS services 
due to COVID-19. As volunteers, we 
engage with patients and staff as 
part of a large multi-disciplinary 
team of nurses, doctors and 
therapists.  We have a key part 

to play as it provides the hospital with an extra pair of hands, 
assisting with non-clinical tasks such as chatting to patients, 
distributing meals, making drinks and running errands for staff 

and patients.
After 2 months of volunteering 

at the hospital, I have gained a lot 
more confidence by communicating 
with staff, patients, families and carers 
in a hospital setting. Furthermore, I 
have attained a greater insight into 
the workings of a busy hospital. As 
an aspiring doctor, this experience 
has been really beneficial and has 
made me want to pursue the career of 
becoming a health professional even 
more.

Saagar Makwana L6T

My New Puppy

I
t was in August and we had just 
arrived home after a long lockdown 
walk. We were just finishing our 
meal and our parents said they had 

some news. They said they had decided 
we were getting a dog. We would get it 
after the first day back at school in Year 8. 
We were in Wales so while getting used to 
the new school rules I was day-dreaming 
about Lexi, our new red fox Lab, the 
bundle of joy arriving at her new home 
after school. 

After the day at school seemed 
wasted away, I finally was able to go 
home. I raced home and waited for our 
puppy to come home. The ring of the 
doorbell announced our parents. They 

walked down the side passage carrying 
a little, reddish thing that squirmed and 
wriggled. They put it down on the patio 
and Lexi immediately burst into life. It 
was love at first sight. She was adorable. 
Loving, protective and ready to rumble. 

I still remember the first night. She 
fell asleep under the sofa and I didn’t 
know what to do! Dad told us to just leave 
her alone and let her sleep. But from then 
on she has been a wonderful addition to 
the family (despite the fact that she has 
already been in for an operation twice 
and is a real terror) and we wouldn’t 
change her for the world! 

Ben Noble 8C



MUSIC
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C
ast your mind back to January 2020. Normal school, 
irritating rush hour traffic, your countryside walks 
punctuated by the same old faces walking the same 
old dogs and all of a sudden a place in China (never 

heard of it before) called Wuhan popped into our life. Seems like 
a distant memory….

I had to really think back and jog my memory. Timescales 
and lockdowns had fused into one and I am grateful to the 
Chemistry department for reminding me of the changes to our 
lives that have happened over the last year. 

Easter 2020 began the first transition of the school. Sinks 
and hand wash stations built, social distancing measures put 
in place and the temperature scanner installed all ready for 
the return of Year 10, 12 and key worker children in June. From 
there up until the summer term I, Mrs Sylvester and many other 
willing helpers were engaged in early mass 
testing: temperature checks of staff and pupils.

Throughout the summer term, more sinks 
were built and more social distancing measures 
put in place for ‘bubbles’ in the Autumn term 
when the school population would swell with 
the return of the whole school population. 
The laminators certainly earned their money 
creating signs reminding people to sanitise 
their hands, maintain 2m distance and walk 
‘one way’.

Tier systems, new variants and impeding 
lockdown before Christmas then took most of 
the school out until March. With mass testing 
on the horizon, formative plans were in place 
and the government’s announcement on the 
22nd February set the wheels in motion. Three 

months of Key worker testing gave us the starting blocks.
I have to say without the support staff, site staff and 

parental volunteers, the two weeks of mass testing from the 8th 
of March would have been a monumental task! Many thanks to 
you all and 6 days of testing and 4500 tests later we breathed a 
collective sigh of relief.

Onward, I am still giving out kits and waiting for the next 
announcement. 

I think as lessons are taken forward the plenary should be 
‘WE can do it again!’ Hopefully though, Churchillian fist waving 
over, ‘Covid close downs’ can be resigned to a distant memory.

Mr Mason 

School and Covid: Year 2

Volunteering at a Vaccine Centre

D
uring the third lockdown, I 
volunteered at a vaccination 
centre. Local GP practices rolled 
out the vaccination programme 

and with others, I was asked to volunteer. The 
main purpose of the volunteer programme 
was to help all patients to move safely, 
smoothly and comfortably throughout the 
vaccination process. 

There are a number of roles that a 
volunteer can carry out. For example, I 
was stationed outside where I checked 
if patients had an appointment, gave them 
registration forms, ensured an orderly 
and socially distanced queue was in 
operation, made sure hand sanitiser was 
in use at the entrance to the centre and 
liaised with other volunteers if a queue 
began to form. Inside the centre, I observed 
post-vaccination patients, ensured patients 

booked appointments for a second 
vaccination and finally made sure patients 
left by proper route. As a volunteer, I believe 
we played a crucial role in creating the best 
possible experience for the patients. 

Overall, the vaccination process has 
been a success! I can proudly say that 
we are also one of one of the highest 
performing Covid vaccination teams in the 
UK and we have received much appreciation 
from the patients, NHS staff, MPs and others 
about our efforts. I truly enjoyed being able 
to help out my community whilst learning 
new skills and meeting some wonderful 
people. All in all, I believe everyone should 
volunteer whenever you get a chance as it 
can make a world of difference. 

Saagar Makwana L6T



MUSICT
his has been a massively different and difficult 
year for everyone, but musically we have managed 
to maintain a certain degree of performing 
throughout the year in one form or another, within 
the limitations of the restrictions. We have been 
able to run some chamber groups, and excellent 

performances from the Chilcott String Quartet and the Fuller 
Trio featured in our celebrations for Founders’ Day. We have 
also managed to run an Upper Sixth School Big Band, latterly a 
Year 10 Big Band, and orchestral bubble groups for years 7-10, 
featuring a whole variety of instrumentalists.

With these orchestral bubbles we had been working on 
Pharrell Williams’ ‘Happy’ and Taio Cruz’s ‘Dynamite’ and we 
managed to perform these outside on Sports Day to a very 
enthusiastic crowd, just avoiding the rain! Well done to all of 
those involved and sorry to disappoint many year 7 players who 
unfortunately were self-isolating. Following on from the success 
of our earlier video productions of ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ 
and ‘We’ll Meet Again’, and for posterity, we set about engineering 
our third virtual Orchestral Performance which were placed on the 
school website. Our musicians have turned up faithfully in their 
bubbles each week to make this work. Some of the students have 
sent in their remote performances of the piece, which we have 
tried to incorporate into the performance, and it is a performance 
of which our students should be justifiably very proud! 

Plans to have the Music Competition in the Autumn Term 
were scuppered by the virus, but we were determined to stage it 
at some point, and stage it we did on Thursday 17th and Friday 
18th June in the Concert Hall. It was a resounding success, with 
147 entries and 25 classes, brilliantly adjudicated by Mr Tom 
Hammond, who hit just the right note (no pun intended) with 
his comments, both written and verbal. It was great to hear 
our musicians play again. Ten students competed in the Lower 
School String Class, nine boys in the Middle School Guitar Class, 
fifteen boys in the Year 9 Middle School Piano Class and 11 boys 
in the Upper School Piano Class. 

Most classes had at least four competitors, so a massive 

thank you to all those who entered the Competition. There were 
many outstanding musical performances over the two days and, as 
some of you will be aware, the Rosebowl is traditionally awarded to 
the best performances during the Competition. When he summed 
up at the end of the second day, Mr Hammond gave his special 
commendations and these were Jerry’s (U6) performance of the 
last movement of the Franck violin sonata, Ben’s (U6) rendition of 
Jozsef Balogh’s Gypsy Songs on the saxophone, Archie’s (Year 10) 
Nocturno for French horn by Strauss, Sammy’s (Year 7) rendition 
of the first movement of the Rimsky-Korsakov trombone concerto, 
Neev’s (Year 8) drum kit performance of Ziggy Stardust by David 
Bowie, Jaimy’s (Year 9) rendition of James Uwings’ ‘That sounds like 
Noise’ on the electric guitar, and Kaeshav’s (Year 11) performance 
of the Concert Etudes op. 40 nos 1 and 3 by Nikolai Kapustin. 
In the end, it was decided that there would be two winners of 
the Rosebowl for 2021, Ben (U6) and Kaeshav (Year 11). Ben’s 
performance was flawless, highly musical, with a superbly rounded 
sound emanating from his saxophone. Kaeshav’s rendition of 
the two concert etudes provided an awe-inspiring moment of 
controlled virtuosity on the piano. 

The Rising Star Award, in memory of our former librarian, 
Jean Walford, goes to Sammy in Year 7 who has impressed us 
all year with his outstanding playing on the trombone and he 
came first in the Lower School Brass Class. We also award the 
Kienitz Cup to students who have gone the extra mile to support 
the school’s extra-curricular music programme during their 
time at Watford Boys and this year the recipient of this award 
is Thomas (U6). Thomas has been a regular performer with the 
Senior Strings Group, Senior Orchestra, the Senior Choir, Fuller 
Quartet and this year, when an Upper Sixth pianist was required 
in the Upper Sixth Big Band, he stepped in to play the piano. 
Congratulations also go to the students that gave up their time 
to visit a local care home during Enrichment week to provide 
musical entertainment of a very high standard. The comments 
from the carers were ones of immense gratitude.

SH

Happy

W
hen we started practising 
Pharrell’s Happy, it was 
not good. However 
despite this, everyone 

still had a great time. The fact that it 
wasn’t the most challenging piece in 
the world also helped, especially with 
the upper years, for we were able to 
joke about a little whilst not missing 
out any instructions our conductor, Mr 
Quinlan, had given. 

The process of pulling the 
performance together was not easy 
though. Considering the preperations 
and precautions that had to take place 
due to Covid-19, we all had to stay 
spaced out, in our rough year-group 
bubbles. We weren’t even able to all 
play it together, for there were too 
many musicians across the years! 
This also posed a problem in terms 
of communication, however we were 

generally able to overcome timing and 
whatnot after a few practice sessions.

Overall, its production was highly 
enjoyable for all: playing Dynamite was 
also really fun. I think that the majority 
of those involved, both students and 
teachers alike, would love to have the 
opportunity to do something like this 
again, next time hopefully without the 
restrictions of a pandemic!

Isaac Boxall 10F
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Concerto Class
1st= Ray Chen 8N, Violin 

Violin Concerto in C major, Op.48, 
Dmitry Kabalevsky

1st= Noah Stone 9C, Violin 
Symphonie Espagnole, Edouard Lalo

Upper School Strings
1st Jerry Yang U6B, Violin 

Sonata in A major, 4th Mvt  
Caesar Franck

2nd Thomas Farnsworth 13B,  
‘cello Allegro Appassionato,  
Camille Saint-Saens

3rd Archie Sarna-Howard 12T, Cello 
Ballade Op 3, Josef Suk 

Upper School Woodwind
1st Ben Post 13B, Saxophone 

Gipsy songs, Jozsef Balogh
2nd Raees Chaudhry 12R, Clarinet 

Romanza, Francis Poulenc
3rd= Stefan Makhoul L6G, Flute 

Hungarian Pastoral Fantasy,  
Franz Doppler

3rd=Thomas Farnsworth 13B, Clarinet 
Five Bagatelles: II. ‘Romance’ 
Gerald Finzi

Middle School Woodwind
1st= William Dunn 10C, Clarinet  

3 pieces for clarinet (m1 and 3), 
Igor Stravinsky 

1st= Christian O’Brien 10F, Alto Saxophone 
Spanish Colours, Karen Street

2nd Andrei Makhoul 10G, Clarinet 
La fille aux cheveux de lin,  
Debussy

3rd Joshua Guest 10P, Bassoon 
Sonata in F minor, 
Georg Philipp Telemann

Upper School Brass
1st Owen Bunn 12N, Trumpet 

Cornet Sonata Op.18, Movement 3, 
Thorvald Hansen

Middle School Vocal
1st Jason Reekhaye 9R, Vocals 

Rather Be, Clean Bandit

Lower School Strings
1st Ray Chen 8N, Violin 

Sonata in D: Mvt. 2, Handel
2nd Aarav Pradeep 8P, Violin 

Bantu Reeti Kolu, Sri Tyagaraja
3rd= Elliott Marshall 7T, Double Bass 

Black Bottom, Ray Henderson
3rd= Jonathan Morley 7G, Violin 

Autumn Movement 1 from Concerto in F, 
Antonio Vivaldi

Middle School Brass
1st Archie Agnew 10C, French horn 

Nocturno, Franz Strauss
2nd William Vandy 10N, Trumpet 

Aria Et Scherzo, 
Alexandre Aroutionian

3rd William Harrison 9B, Euphonium 
From Ragtime to Riches,  
Mark Nightingale

Middle School Strings Yr 9
1st Noah Stone 9C, Violin 

Rumanische Volkstanze, Bela Bartok
2nd Alex Hollis 9T, Cello 

Songs Without Words, Mendelssohn
3rd Theo Hurrell 9C, Double Bass 

Twelve Waltzes No.3,  
Domenico Dragonetti

Middle School Strings Yr 10
1st= Ben Smith 10F, Cello 

Apres un Reve, Gabriel Faure
1st Rory Bartlett-Tisdall 10B, Viola 

Sonata No.1 Largo and Allegro, 
Benedetto Marcello 

2nd= Ozgur Dorunay 10T, Violin 
Sicilienne and Rigaudon,  
Fritz Kreisler

2nd= Isaac Boxall 10F, Violin 
Black Eyes, Traditional Russian

3rd= Josh Devaraj 10N, Violin 
Pastorale, Oskar Rieding

3rd= Kevin Gashi 10F, Violin 
Quizas, quizas, quizas,  
Osvaldo Farres

Lower School Guitar
1st Lucky Bheemreddy 7R, Guitar 

Steely Blue, Vincent Lindsey-Clark

Lower School Brass
1st Sammy Lewis 7R, Trombone 

Allegro from the Concerto, 
Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov

2nd Angus Marshall 7R, Trumpet 
Pink Panther, Henry Mancini

3rd Khelan Mistry 8C, Trumpet 
Tarantella, Allen Vizzutti

Lower School Woodwind Yr 7
1st= Luca Maeda Mauro 7N, Alto saxophone 

Bye bye, Blackbird, Ned Bennett
1st= Motiejus Zabotka 7P, Alto saxophone 

Greenmarket Square, Ros Stephen
2nd= Rahul Manoj Kumar 7C, Clarinet 

Continental Breakfast, James Rae 
2nd= Veer Dhanani 7R, Flute 

Booglaie Woogalie/Waltz, 
Keith Bartlett/Cecilia McDowall

3rd Pratim Mehta 7F, Flute 
Irish Washerwomen, Leroy Anderson

Lower School Piano Year 7
1st= Max Lyne 7B, Piano 

Feelin’ Good, Brian Bonsor
1st= Edvin Yiu 7F, Piano 

Nocturne No.2 in E flat major, 
Frederic Chopin

2nd Jack Dempsey 7N, Piano 
Allegro, James Hook

3rd Rishi Vyas 7R, Piano 
Scary Stuff, Sarah Watts

Lower School Vocal
1st= Tanishq Sevak 8G, Vocals 

Writing on the Wall from Spectre, 
Sam Smith

1st= Benjamin Holden 8G, Vocal/Voice 
Fairytale, Alexander Rybak

1st= Victor Goodman 7P, Vocals 
Let’s face the Music and Dance, 
Irving Berlin

Lower School Percussion
1st Neev Tony 8T, Drums 

Ziggy Stardust, David Bowie
2nd Ishan Shah 8P, Drums 

Come Together, The Beatles
3rd Shyam Chandarana 7T, Drum kit 

Seven Nation Army, The White Stripes 

Music Competition Winners
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Lower School Woodwind Yr 8
1st Max Pillay 8F, Flute 

Violetta’s Aria, Giuseppe Verdi
2nd Timothy Terskov 8P, Saxophone 

The Jazz Detectives, Rob Buckland
3rd= Ethan Chu 8R, Saxophone 

What is this thing called love? 
Cole Porter

3rd= Harry Down 8G, Carnatic flute 
Kadhanakuthuhalam Jathiswaram, 
Patnam Subramanya Iyer

Middle School Guitar
1st Jaimy Romulus 9B, Electric guitar 

That sounds like noise, 
James Uings - Rockschool piece

2nd Aaryan Lal 10C, Classical guitar 
El Testament D’Amelia, 
Migeul Llobet

3rd Aayush Gulhane 10F, Electric guitar 
Cranial Contraption, Charlie Grifiths

Lower School Piano Year 8
1st= Ethan Chu 8R, Piano 

Andante from Sonata No. 1 in F, 
Thomas Augustine Arne 

1st= Max Pillay 8F, Piano 
Sinfonia no. 15 in B minor,  
Johann Sebastian Bach

2nd Aaditya Chohan 8P, Piano 
Etude in A minor, Louise Farrenc

3rd Phillip Botiz 8N, Piano 
Pirates of the Caribbean, Klaus Badelt

Middle School Piano Year 9
1st Hayden Yau 9C, Piano 

The Buccaneer, Malcolm Arnold
2nd Jayden Shah 9N, Piano 

Jingo, Christopher Norton
3rd Theo Hurrell 9C, Piano 

Prayer of the Matador,  
Norman Dello Joio

Middle School Piano Year 10
1st= Noah Cory 10C, piano 

Piano Sonata no 17 mv 1,  
Ludwig van Beethoven

1st= Jakub Skop 10P, Piano 
Andante - Symphony Hob. I:53 
Mvmt. 2, Joseph Haydn

2nd Muneeb Razzaq 10G, Piano 
Nocturne in G Minor, Opus 37 No 1, 
Frederic Chopin

3rd Andrei Makhoul 10G, Piano 
Commuterland, Cheryl Frances Hoad

Middle School Percussion
1st= Taran Singh Grewal 10G, Tabla 

Teen taal, Anon
1st= William Harrison 9B, Drums 

Superstition, Stevie Wonder
1st= Nerushan Navaneethan 9F, Mridangam 

Mridangam Korvai, Artists for 
Chustra nadi, thisra Nadai 

Upper School Percussion
1st Praveen Kathirvasan U6C, Drum Kit 

Rosanna, Toto

Ensemble Class
1st= Jacob Haddo, Joseph Miller,  

Ethan Underwood U6, Kazoo 
Can’t Help Falling in Love, George 
Weiss, Hugh Peretti, Luigi Creatore

1st= Yueyang Han, Owen Bunn,  
Alejandro To-Salvatierra 12N,  
Not here to win - Band 
Golden Wind, Yugo Kanno

Upper School Piano
1st Kaeshav Anand 11N, Piano 

Concert Etudes op. 40 no.1 and 3, 
Nikolai Kapustin

2nd Yueyang Han L6N, Piano 
Prelude from Suite Bergamesque, 
Claude Debussy

3rd Thomas Farnsworth 13B, Piano 
Nocturne in G minor, Op. 37 No. 1, 
Frederic Chopin

Rosebowl
 Kaeshav Anand 11N

Kienitz Cup
 Thomas Farnsworth U6B
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STUDENTS’ WORk
This is why I write

“The more strictly you will adhere to nothing but the facts, 
relating them without comments the more valuable it will be” 
So, I will try… but we were not made of wood. Not to say of 
stone.”

Witold Pilecki

Witold Pilecki’s life reads like a thriller but outlines a hideous 
truth; when things reach their extreme, they turn into their 
opposite. He opposed the totalitarian regimes of far right 
fascism and far left communism; they planned to share Pilecki’s 
country which only regained independence, after 123 years of 
occupation, in 1918. Each ideology was destroyed by its own 
extremism, but not before millions of innocent Europeans had 
died in mechanised war and industrialised murder. As I read 
more about his story there was one thing that continually struck 
me; how many ideals his character embodied. Victor Frankl, an 
Austrian Jewish survivor of the Holocaust, wrote “what is to give 
light must endure burning” and to me Pilecki gave that light. 
Never have I been so awed by the deeds of one man. Pilecki 
has inspired me to carry his torch forward into my own life, to 
shoulder responsibility and to face the evils of today’s world.

Raised as a patriot by his Polish nationalist parents, 
he defended Wilno from the Soviet Red Army during partisan 
warfare in 1918. In 1919 a Polish-Soviet War began and Pilecki, 
as an 18 year old cavalryman, defended Poland again and was 
twice awarded the Polish Cross of Valour. Afterwards, in 1921, 
he married Maria Ostrowska and had two children: Andrzej and 
Zofia. He rebuilt his ancestral estate in Sukurcze advocating 
rural development, and set up a dairy cooperative to ensure 
fair prices for the peasants of his local village. In 1932 he 
established a cavalry training school and remained active in 
the reserves. Pilecki received the Silver Cross of Merit for his 
community activism and his social work in 1938. He cared for 
those around him regardless of class and was the opposite of 
the caricature of the oppressive landowner.

The Germans invaded Poland on September 1st 1939, 
starting World War II. On September 17th, the Soviet Union 
invaded eastern Poland as these countries agreed to divide 
Poland. Pilecki fought as a cavalry commander and after the 
Polish Army was defeated in weeks, he fought on in a partisan 
unit. Pilecki and his commander Major Wlodarkiewicz started 
The Secret Polish Army in November. However, Wlodarkiewicz 
blamed Poland’s defeat on failing to create a Catholic nation 
and was negotiating with far-right groups; one had offered 
Germany a Polish puppet government. Pilecki was sensitive 
to the pathological tendencies of the ideologically possessed. 
Having already fought against the collectivist ideology of the 
Soviets, he was clear about his vision of an independent Polish 

nation. There was tension between the two, so Pilecki talked to 
the head of a rival resistance group which gathered intelligence 
on German atrocities and sent it to the Western Allies. The 
Gestapo arrested members of this group and sent them to the 
Auschwitz Camp in Oświȩcim; little was known about this large 
prison. Wlodarkiewicz nominated Pilecki to go there to organize 
intelligence gathering and resistance. Although presented as 
an invitation to volunteer, Pilecki regarded it as punishment for 
their disagreement. Yet, on September 19th 1940 he allowed 
himself to be captured.

At Auschwitz he became Inmate number 4859 and was 
told he had about six weeks life expectancy. Pilecki managed 
to survive for two and a half years, enduring the brutal cruelty 
of the Nazi guards, backbreaking work, lice infestations, typhus 
and pneumonia, extremes of heat, cold, and hunger; he kept a 
piece of bread in his pocket after the war, just in case. Working 
on renovating the flat of an SS man, who was excited at the 
prospect of his wife’s arrival, Pilecki realised that outside the 
camp he appeared respectable, even normal, but once inside 
he became a sadistic murderer; the camp seemed to breed evil. 
There was no knowing who would reach their breaking point; 
a decorated officer might become a Gestapo informant. Pilecki 
watched his comrades die: “one died, as it were, with him” and 
he would eventually learn to detach his mind from his body’s 
suffering and the horror around him.

Pilecki organised the Union of Military Organisations 
in Auschwitz to improve morale, provide outside news, share 
food and clothes equally, and set up intelligence networks. He 
chose prisoners who showed altruism, like sharing a piece of 
bread or nursing a sick comrade. When Pilecki explained that 
he had volunteered to be in Auschwitz one recruit said “you’re 
either the greatest hero or the biggest fool”. Against all odds 
Pilecki built a resistance network, organized escapes and sent 
valuable information outside, aided by brave locals like Helena 
Stupka and her 6 year-old son Jacek who collected and delivered 
documents. By 1942, Pilecki’s resistance was broadcasting 
details of the arrivals and deaths in the camp using a radio that 
took 7 months to assemble using smuggled parts. 

‘Witold’s Report’ estimated that “By March 1943 the number 
of people gassed on arrival reached 1.5 million”. It was the first 
comprehensive account of the Holocaust from a witness and a 
principal source on Auschwitz. The Allies’ failure to act remains 
controversial, and Raul Hilberg wrote that the British filed the 
report away due to its “unreliable source”.  After the British 
government’s use of fabricated atrocity stories in WW1 they were 
anxious about incorrect facts being seen as propaganda and were 
sceptical of claims from other governments. Sadly in the spring of 
1943 two thirds of the eventual 1.1 million victims were still alive; 
perhaps their deaths could have been averted.

National Essay Competition Prizewinner
Ben Buffery

The Foundation for the History of Totalitarianism is a non-profit organisation established to provide information and 
education about the history of totalitarianism, particularly in the 20th century. It aims to encourage study and research in a 

variety of ways including the creation of an annual history essay prize on a different subject each year.  
The 2020-21 essay prize was on the subject of Witold Pilecki,  

the man who volunteered to go into Auschwitz concentration camp
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STUDENTS’ WORk In April 1943, Pilecki and two other inmates, Jan and 
Edek, escaped. Pilecki’s imperative was to broadcast the evil 
he witnessed in the camp. It was what kept him and his men 
fighting and formed the basis of his reports. He wanted those he 
met to feel his righteous anger, yet people struggled to connect 
with this story. He wrote ‘“I can no longer relate to my friends 
or other people [...] I didn’t want to be different but I was, after 
that hell”. He fought on, preparing resistance against a Soviet 
occupation. Pilecki joined a secret anti-communist organization 
in November 1943, NIE the Polish word for “no” and short for 
niepodleglość (independence). He was captured in the Warsaw 
Uprising, which began on August 1st 1944, and became a 
prisoner of war. He was liberated by US troops on April 28th 
1945 and Germany surrendered on May 8th, ending the war. 
The ‘Cursed Soldiers’ of NIE were active until 1963. Viktor 
Frankl survived Auschwitz and had similar insights to Pilecki 
“Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of 
the human freedoms—to choose one’s attitude in any given set 
of circumstances, to choose one’s own way” which sums up why 
Pilecki did not give up his opposition to totalitarianism. 

In July 1945 in Ancona, Italy, Pilecki wrote a hundred page 
report about his experiences at Auschwitz and began his recollection 
of all he remembered “This is why I write”. An undercover 
assignment order from General Anders marked him as an enemy 
of the state – he gathered intelligence about Soviet atrocities and 
sent it to the Polish government-in-exile as their relationship with 
the Soviet-backed regime of Boleslaw Bierut deteriorated. In 1946, 
any hope that Poland would be free disappeared. The resistance 
soldiers in Poland were ordered to escape to the West or return to 
their civilian lives but Pilecki refused to do so.

On 8 May 1947, Pilecki was arrested by agents of the Ministry 
of Public Security and was tortured mercilessly by Romkowski who 
was later arrested for human rights violations. He was seen with 
two broken collarbones and his hands hanging limply by his sides 
at his show trial on March 3rd 1948. He told his wife “I cannot live. 
They killed me [...] compared to them Auschwitz was just a trifle”, 
which gives an indication of their barbarism. Pilecki was sentenced 
to death and shot in the back of the head on May 25th 1948. True 
to his beliefs even in his final moments, Pilecki’s last words were 
“Long live Free Poland!”. For decades Soviet censorship supressed 
his story, partly because they couldn’t describe his anti-Nazi 
actions without also explaining his anti-communist activities, and 
his children were taught that their father was a traitor. Pilecki and 
others sentenced in the trial were cleared in September 1990. 
Soon after he began to gain some recognition for his sacrifices; he 
was awarded the Order of Polonia Restituta in 1995, received the 
highest Polish decoration the Order of the White Eagle in 2006, 
and in 2013 was promoted to Colonel by the Minister of National 
Defence.

The first publication of Witold’s Report took place in 2000, 55 
years after the war. Despite the implausible evils of the Holocaust, 
we must remember it is far from fiction. On January 6th 2021 at 
the US Capitol riot Robert Packer was photographed wearing a 
t-shirt emblazoned “Camp Auschwitz” with “Work Brings Freedom” 
beneath a skull. The nature of the Holocaust is so terrible that its 
message about man’s inhumanity is hard to comprehend, and just 
76 years later it has become diluted enough that such a disgusting 
display is possible. We have seen a rise in far-right nationalist 
rhetoric and politics cross-culturally over the last decade, and it is 
down to each of us individually to resist the repetitions of history 

that threaten us and to educate others about the horrors of the last 
century: the Holocaust, Nazi Germany, the Soviet Gulags, Maoist 
Cultural Revolution and more recently the Uighur re-education 
camps. As those who outlived what was designed to destroy them 
are few, we, the next generation, must endeavour to keep such 
events alive in the present. 

It is important to stress the depravity of the Nazis and to 
recognise the evil that allowed the hells of Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
Chelmno, where only three Jews survived, Belzec, Sobibor, 
Treblinka and Majdanek. This is encapsulated in the cruel, ironic 
“joke” of “Arbeit Macht Frei’’ which Peterson called “poetic in its 
malevolence”. There is a danger that we section the Nazis off as 
an anomaly rather than addressing their true nature. Nazis were 
humans like us; they had families, wives, children; they themselves 
were children once. We must understand that within us is the 
ability to be a Nazi. Statistically, we would not be a saviour of the 
Jews but a Nazi. Within all of us is a deep capacity for evil and we 
must understand that in order to be able to control it.

Equally, it is paramount that we understand that Witold 
Pilecki was a normal man. Pilecki bravely helped those he believed 
to be deserving, with the strength of character to stand up to both 
the communist and fascist regimes of the 20th century. Sacrificing 
his family and himself in the pursuit of truth and freedom. In all 
of us is the ability to be the Pilecki of our time, to stand steadfast 
against those who would spread hatred and fear. The past was 
once a present; the death camps were once a rumour. We must 
recognise the failings and the evil within our own societies today so 
that the future may remain peaceful. Michael Schudrich said “when 
God created the human being, God had in mind that we should all 
be like Captain Witold Pilecki’’. He has manifested the axiomatic 
ideals of Christianity; suffering and sacrifice in the pursuit of good 
for all. We must remember Pilecki and the 7,000 Poles recognized 
as Righteous Amongst The Nations by Yad Vashem; all were 
beacons of light in the darkest of times.

That is why he wrote
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The Looking Glass 
2020/21

The Looking Glass is Watford Boys’ very own academic blog where you’ll find all sorts of  
interesting articles produced by students and staff of WBGS.  

These span all subjects and interests whether they’re on the curriculum or not.

Some have been included in this year’s Fullerian and we hope that you enjoy them. 

What is it?
In simple terms the R0 is a disease’s basic reproductive ratio - the 
number of cases at time zero measured compared to the number 
of cases at a future date. If there were 100 cases of disease X 
last week and 500 this week this would give a ratio of 1:5 and 
the R0 would be given as 5. Therefore, an R0 of 1.0 means the 
epidemic is infecting the same number of people over time and 
is not accelerating. An R0 of above 1.0 will lead to an exponential 
increase in the numbers infected and an R0 below 1.0 will lead to 
a decline in the numbers infected by the disease. Once the rate of 
spread is affected by factors such as vaccination or immunity the 
reproductive ratio is given as an R number (where the actual ratio 
is usually less than the ratio at time zero).

There are many complex interacting factors which determine 
R0 for example, method of transmission (airborne droplet = 
generally lead to higher R0 values than sexual transmission), 
period of time where those infected are able to transmit the 
disease and success in isolating those infected from the general 
population. But, in a nutshell, the first paragraph describes what 
most people need to know to interpret R values in the media.

The two graphs below show how numbers of infections 
change with different R values and highlight the rather scary nature 
of exponential growth when the R rises above the threshold of 1.0. 

BBC News 1 Illustration of cases at 4 time 
intervals with an R0 of 1.5 
(The Wall Street Journal)2

Why is it important?
Firstly, the overall (average) R value for the entire country is 
being used by the Government to determine the ‘virus response 
level’ and inform how draconian restrictions are to limit the 
spread of the virus. If the R increases above 1.0 restrictions 

are tightened to a lockdown situation whereas, if the R is 
comfortably below 1.0 this allows for more individual freedoms 
without significant risk of uncontrolled exponential growth. The 
R0 is also used regionally to track the progress of the epidemic 
across the different regions of the UK to inform local policy 
and the potential regional easing of lockdowns and/or school 
opening in certain areas. 

BBC News 3

Crucially, the R0 value is also of great use in establishing  
herd immunity where either natural infections and recovery 
or a vaccine is used to give protection from the virus. During 
a growing epidemic, the maximum unvaccinated proportion 
of the population during herd immunity can be estimated by 
dividing 1 by the R value. This means a’ slow epidemic’ with R 
of 2 requires only around 50% of the population to be immune 
for herd immunity to take effect whereas a ‘fast epidemic’ with 
R of 5 would require 80% of the population to be immune to 
significantly slow the spread.

How useful is the R value as the Government’s most 
important headline measurement?
In combination with other measurements such as number of 
case, location of cases, age adjusted excess mortality etc… R 
can be a very useful measure, as described above, which gives 
information to help implement a strategy of viral suppression 
and adjustment of restrictions vs. individual freedoms. However, 
when the R is used alone in isolation  this is deeply flawed and 
likely to lead to erroneous assumptions being made about the 
epidemic.

The R0 Value and Why it Matters for COVID-19
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On its own an increase in R does not tell you whether 
measures to contain the epidemic have been successful or not. 
This is due to the nature of National and Regional R values being 
average measures which include cases in the community where 
the transmission rate is likely to be relatively low and Health/
Care settings where transmission rates are inherently higher 
due to the increased concentration of vulnerable patients with 
significant co-morbidities. To explain this a little maths needs 
to be used:
Scenario A (before)
- in the community there at 1000 cases with an R of 1.0 in that 

setting.
- at the same time there are 1000 cases in Health/Care 

settings with an R of 3.0
- this gives an overall average R of 2.0 in that region.
 If we now imaging the Government coronavirus strategy is 

highly successful in reducing community transmission and 
only modestly successful in reducing transmission within 
Health and Care settings (which is, after all, more of a 
challenge).

Scenario B (after)
 In the community there are 100 cases with an R of 0.5
 In Health/Care settings there are 800 cases with an R of 2.5
 When the numbers are crunched the average R is 2.28

Despite a decrease in number of cases across both 
settings and a reduction in R indicating that the Government’s 
strategy in slowing transmission has been highly successful the 

R has increased! This scenario demonstrates how an increase 
in R could either mean the strategy is not working and virus 
transmission is increasing or, it could mean the strategy is 
working but transmission in the community is falling much 
faster than in more challenging settings.

When presented with a single simple measure for tracking 
a complex situation this should trigger alarm bells but, the 
Government’s scientific advisors will be well aware of the 
limitations of R however, most of the public and most journalists 
will not be yet. It always pays to think how a single figure can be 
put into context and what else we need to know before jumping 
to conclusions.

I will leave you with the words of the great Hans Rosling:
“Data allows you political judgements to be based on 

facts, to the extant that the numbers describe reality”.
By Mr G.W. Rowe (Head of Biology)

1 BBC News [online] ‘Coronavirus: What is the R number and how is it 
calculated?’

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52473523 

2 The Wall Street Journal [online]’How Many People Might One Person 
With Coronavirus Infect?’ https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-many-
people-might-one-person-with-coronavirus-infect-11581676200 

3 BBC News [online]’ Coronavirus infection ‘R’ rate in UK creeps up’ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52677194 
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T
he Democratic primaries in 2019 and 2020 were 
an interesting spectacle, taking place against 
the backdrop of the divisive office of Donald 
Trump, with many candidates trying to position 
themselves as the ‘anti-Trump’ option. If anything, 
the process showed that Trump has maintained a 

tight grip on the media and the Democratic establishment. 
All networks and debates have featured questions relating 
to him, his policies, or his election chances. In total 29 major 
candidates announced their candidacies for the primaries, 
the largest field of candidates since 1972. Some candidates, 
such as Andrew Yang, announced their candidacy in November 
2017. The front-runners in the race included Joe Biden, Bernie 
Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, Beto O’Rourke and Pete Buttigieg. 
One late entrant, Mike Bloomberg, took a controversial stance 
by not campaigning in the early voting states of New Hampshire 
and Iowa, instead focusing on states that announce their 
result on Super Tuesday and later, such as Texas. He spent 
over $1bn of primarily his own money on TV and radio adverts, 
although a scathing debate attack from Elizabeth Warren over 
his many NDAs with previous female employees helped sink his 
campaign. 

There were initial high hopes amongst supporters of Pete 
Buttigieg and Bernie Sanders, with Buttigieg narrowly winning 
Iowa and Sanders winning New Hampshire. Many thought this 
could spell the end for Joe Biden, until the 29th February 2020 
when Biden won South Carolina. From this point on he won 11 
states in Super Tuesday, particularly with thanks to the large 
volume of support for him amongst African American voters. 
In the following weeks, most major moderate Democratic 
candidates dropped out and endorsed Biden. Despite this, 
Sanders gave him a run for his money, winning large states such 
as California. Eventually he suspended his campaign in early 
April when the necessary number of delegates were pledged to 
Biden to secure the nomination

As a former Vice President, Joe Biden entered the 
campaign with high name recognition. His choice of running 
mate, Kamala Harris, came as somewhat of a surprise; he had 
previously declared that he would choose a woman, but it was 
thought he might choose Elizabeth Warren to balance the ticket 
more effectively. Whilst Harris has one of the most progressive 

voting records in the Senate, she had only held the position for 
four years, and certainly did not share the more liberal approach 
of the modern Democrats as a prosecutor and Attorney General 
in California. Thanks to his polling advantage, and learning 
from the mistakes of the 2016 Clinton campaign, Biden took 
a much more offensive approach to his later campaigning, 
with a mixture of broadcast talks from his Delaware home 
and socially distanced ‘rallies’, targeting narrow Republican 
and potential ‘purple’ states such Texas and Florida, although 
we now understand that this was wishful thinking with Trump 
securing stronger support in these areas than was predicted.   

President Trump did not appear to be campaigning on new 
promises and, for the first time in their history, the Republican 
National Convention did not select a new party platform for 
the election, carrying the previous one over. President Trump’s 
rallies were a point of contention given the COVID-19 pandemic 
but appeared to have worked in rallying his support. It was 
clear Trump would need to hold many of the Rust Belt states 
that he had taken from Clinton’s expected Blue Belt in 2016 to 
win, such as Wisconsin and Michigan. His path to the presidency 
would have been cut short even sooner had he lost Florida or 
Texas too, so these states were contested heavily. In the Rust 
Belt Trump clung to his record on the fossil fuel industries 
and continued with his sustained attacks against Biden on his 
opposition to fracking and fossil fuel usage.  

Public trust and faith had been, quite justifiably, damaged 
in relation to opinion polling. Trump had managed to grab the 
2016 election out from underneath Hilary Clinton, despite her 
narrow lead in the polls and victory in the popular vote, so when 
the media gave Biden a 10-point lead, scepticism was high. For 
those Democrats who trusted the polls, election night and the 
ensuing days were an agonising watch as Trump began securing 
his path to the White House with Texas, Florida and initially 
much of the Rust Belt falling his way. Despite this Biden was 
able to crawl back, and even set records by winning states like 
Georgia in the Deep South and reclaiming the Rust Belt states 
that Trump had gained a foothold in. 

In terms of an October surprise, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has been one of the most disruptive and damaging events 
in an election cycle. It arguably brought down the Trump 
administration through its brutal impact on the economy, 

The American  
Presidential Elections
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Trump’s main prior success. It also amplified some of the 
‘controversial’ practices we have seen throughout the election, 
such as early voting and mail-in ballots. While state officials and 
researchers have shown that increased usage of these methods 
to vote has not enabled election fraud, it has allowed Trump to 
claim that there was, and sow doubt around the validity and 
integrity of the 2020 election.  

The results for the election eventually came in late 
November, as the states of Nevada, Georgia and Pennsylvania 
took longer to count the remarkably close election. Joe Biden 
won with 306 Electoral College points to Trump’s 232. In terms 
of the Congressional election, the Democrats suffered losses 
in the House, holding 222 seats to the Republicans 212. It 
was quickly realised the importance that Georgia would play 
in the Senate election, with neither candidate in both senate 
elections winning a majority, leading to two run-off elections 
as laid out in Georgia law. The race was incredibly close and 
decisive, determining the effectiveness of the coming Biden 
administration by potentially granting him a senate majority 
with Kamala Harris as the tiebreaker. In the end, both run-off 
elections were won by the Democratic candidates Jon Ossoff 
and Raphael Warnock, with narrow majorities of 51.28% and 
50.7% respectively. Georgia featured a record turnout from 
the African American population, with some arguing that this 
helped to turn the state blue. The last time this happened was in 
2000. The Presidential election also featured the largest turnout 
ever, with Biden receiving the most votes of any President with 
81,283,485 votes, 51.4% of the vote. From this we can conclude 
that this was a contentious and hard-fought election, motivating 
record numbers to participate who might normally not. In the 
end the Senate is now a 50/50 split; however, as Vice President 
Kalama Harris can cast the tie-breaker vote, giving Democrats 
control of the Senate, initially thought to be unrealistic in this 
election and potentially allowing Biden to push through a lot 
more of his agenda, such as climate action and a $15 federal 
minimum wage.  

As soon as early voting began, a measure taken by 
many states to increase voter turnout due to the impact of the 
pandemic, Trump was contesting the validity of the election and 
clashing with top state election officials. His arguments ranged 
from people voting twice in certain swing states to rigged 
voting machines. Since the election, Trump has lost almost 60 
cases in courts around the country as he contests the results. 
He also demanded that Georgia election officials ‘find’ 11,780 
votes, one more than Biden won the state with, in order to win 
him the state. He held press conferences claiming that he won 
the election and rallying his supporters against the legitimate 
election process. This culminated in a march on Washington DC 
planned on the 6th January this year where Trump supporters 
claimed they would show their opposition and bring it straight 
to lawmakers as they were about to certify the electoral college 
results. There were a number of objections in Congress, such 
as those from Senator Ted Cruz of Texas and Senator Josh 
Hawley of Missouri. They also held speeches rallying the Trump 
supporters and continuing the claims of fraud and malpractice. 
As the protestors gathered, Trump made a speech declaring he 
would ‘never concede’ and called for Mike Pence to overturn 
the election during the certification. He incited his supporters 
to ‘walk down to the Capitol’. From there, rioters were able 
to beat the police line and make their way into the Capitol 

building. Offices were looted and the Chambers of Congress 
were stormed as Congress people were evacuated by Capitol 
Hill police. This was the first time the Capitol building had been 
invaded by a hostile force since the war of 1812. Five people died 
because of the riot, including Ashli Babbitt, a Trump supporter 
who was shot climbing through a barricade and died later in 
hospital, and Brian Sicknick, a Capitol Hill police officer who 
died in hospital following injuries sustained during the riot. 
Eventually the Capitol building was retaken by heavily armed 
police and the electoral college votes were certified after the 
objections of various Republican lawmakers were dismissed. 
Since the riots and invasion, Trump has been impeached by 
the House of Representatives for a second time on charges of 
incitement of insurrection. 

Biden is to be inaugurated on the 20th January as 
the President. The inauguration takes place under a much 
more sombre tone than normal. Up to 20,000 armed national 
guardsmen have been stationed around the Capitol and White 
House and fences have been erected with the expectation 
of more unrest. It symbolises a deep upset within American 
politics and puts on full display the complete polarisation and 
hatred that now transcends party lines. Donald Trump has 
made clear that he will not be in attendance, instead flying 
out to Florida for his final dramatic appearance as President. 
Mike Pence’s office has stated that he will be attending and will 
congratulate Biden on the victory. 

This is not the last we will hear of Donald Trump. The 
impeachment hearings in the Senate are likely continue for 
many months; the New York Attorney General is pursuing legal 
action against Trump in relation to potential tax evasion and it 
is rumoured that he will create his own media platform. This 
could cause serious problems for a future Republican party 
as the Republican establishment attempts to recover from the 
Trumpism that threatens to rip the party apart and could haunt 
future elections for years to come. 

 
Nathan Tracey U6G
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W
hen you think of Sri Lanka, you may think of a 
tropical paradise. A pearl in the Indian Ocean, 
lined with glimmering beaches and a diverse 
range of religions, culture and language. 
However, many people do not realise the 

dark tragedy that occurred on the island, the pain and suffering 
hiding under the facade of a paradise. This war is virtually 
unheard of in the Western world, considering the ongoing 
ethnic discrimination of Sri Lanka’s minorities (especially Tamils 
and Muslims). Persecution of Tamil Hindus occurs today to an 
extent. However, the perceived enemy has shifted toward the 
Muslim, (mostly ethnically Tamil) community, particularly since 
the Easter Sunday bombings in 2019, which shook the world.

The two main languages that are spoken on the island 
are Sinhala with 15 million speakers in Sri Lanka, that is 75% 
of the population and Tamil which is spoken by 25% of the 
population of Sri Lanka and a total of 77 million speakers 
worldwide. The main religions are Buddhism (70.2%, who are 
mainly Sinhalese), Hinduism (12.6% who are mainly Tamils), 
Islam (9.7%, mainly Tamils) and Roman Catholic (6.1%, a mix of 
Tamils and Sinhalese).

 
Causes of the conflict: Pre-1983
Sinhala Only Act 1956
The roots of the conflict lie with the passing of the Sinhala Only 
Act in 1956 by the then Prime Minister S.W.R.D Bandaranaike, 
which replaced English with Sinhala as the only official 
language of the country. This was a clearly a deliberate move 
to discourage Sri Lankan Tamils from working in the Ceylon Civil 
Service, as many did not know or need to know Sinhala. Many 
were fluent in English, and this was the link language in the 
country. The Act was seen as a move of cultural and economic 
discrimination against them, as many Tamil-speaking civil 
servants had to resign as they weren’t fluent in Sinhala. The Act 
was a prelude to many ethnic riots to come, only being reversed 
in 1978. The effect is clearly explained by Sinhalese academic 
A.M. Navaratna Bandara “In 1956, 30 percent of the Ceylon 
administrative service, 50 percent of the clerical service, 60 
percent of engineers and doctors, and 40 percent of the armed 
forces were Tamil. By 1970 those numbers had plummeted to 
5 percent, 5 percent, 10 percent, and 1 percent, respectively”.

 
Policy of Standardisation in the 1970s
This controversial policy was instituted as another form 
of discrimination this time in education. For example, the 
qualifying mark for admission to the medical faculties was 250 
out of 400 for Tamil students, but only 229 for Sinhalese. Thus, 
the number of Sri Lankan Tamil students entering universities 
fell dramatically. The policy was abandoned in 1977, but its 
effects were long-lasting as this drove many Tamil youths to join 
militant groups.

 
The Riot that turned into War: The Black July Riot 1983  
(23rd July-25 July)
Anti-Tamil pogroms have been ongoing since independence 
in 1948. However, the 1983 Black July riot was that one that 

really took its toll on Tamils. The cause was an ambush of Four 
Four Bravo military patrol near Jaffna (at Tamil city/region) 
in northern Sri Lanka, by the LTTE. The LTTE, The Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, was one of the plethora of Tamil militant 
groups which had arisen by the discrimination by the Sinhalese 
dominated government, having decided insurgency instead of 
peace was the only option for equal rights. All soldiers of the 
patrol were killed in retaliation for the killing of one of LTTE’s 
founding men Charles Anthony, by Sri Lankan forces.

The bodies were brought back to (the capital city) 
Colombo; a riot was instigated over the news of the ambush. 
Sinhalese mobs targeted buildings with any Tamil connection. 
Neighbourhoods were terrorised by the mobs and some Tamil-
owned buildings were set ablaze in front of the President’s 
House. The President’s ministers were seen in various parts of 
Colombo directing the thugs to attack Tamils. Rioters begin to 
use voter registration to identify Tamils using the electoral lists 
to identify Tamil homes and properties, signalling government 
participation. The violence spread across the nation. Innocent 
motorists were dragged from their cars to be stoned and beaten 
with sticks. Sinhalese mobs would test passengers on their 
Sinhalese to identify if they were Tamils or not.

But it should not be forgotten that many Sinhalese took 
their Tamil friends into their homes to protect them from at 
their own risk. The President at the time, Jayawardene blamed 
left-wing parties for inciting the violence and failed to apologise 
blaming Tamils for ‘bringing it upon themselves’, as well as 
praising the mobs as ‘heroes’.

The main outcome was the rise in prominence and strength 
of Tamil rebel groups, angry at the ethnic discrimination by the 
government, who were supposed to protect all its citizens.

 
The War
The Civil War can be broken up into 4 stages and in between 
the third and fourth stages stage there was the Peace Process 
of 2002-2006.
 
Eelam War I (1983-1987)
Tamil militant groups had been created in the North and East of 
the country, considered Tamil homeland. The most prominent 
was the LTTE formed in 1976, which engaged in hit and run 
attacks against moderate Tamil politicians. This stage of the 
war was mainly assassinations and mass murders on a tit for tat 
basis, often instigated by the Sri Lankan Army. .

Eelam War II (1990-1995)
The 13th Amendment agreed under the Indo-Sri Lanka Peace 
Accord in 1987 had not been fully implemented with a lack 
of devolution in Tamil provinces (still like this to this day). 
The PM at the time, PM Premadasa, refused to implement 
full devolution and dissolved the Councils created in the 
Tamil provinces. The LTTE killed 600 Sinhalese policemen in 
the Eastern Province. In response, the government placed an 
embargo on food and medicines entering the Jaffna Peninsula 
and the air force relentlessly bombed LTTE-targets in the 
area. The LTTE responded by attacking Sinhalese villages. Tit-
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for-tat attacks occurred, such as government death squads 
hunting down, kidnapping or killing Tamil youths suspected of 
sympathising with the LTTE.

In July 1991, the bloodiest battle of the entire war: The 
First Battle of Elephant Pass took place when 5,000 LTTE 
fighters surrounded the Elephant Pass base, Elephant Pass 
being the gateway to the Jaffna Peninsula (a thin strip of land 
connecting Sri Lanka to the Jaffna Peninsula). More than 2,000 
died on both sides during the month-long siege and the LTTE 
kept it till their defeat in 2009.

Eelam War III (1995-2002)
The third stage was instigated when the LTTE broke the cease-
fire negotiated by PM Kumaratunga by blowing up two gunboats 
of the SL Navy. The SL Army was determined to retake control of 
the key LTTE stronghold of Jaffna Peninsula. By December 1995, 
the Jaffna Peninsula was under government control for the first 
time since the war began.
 
2002-2006 Peace Process
The 9/11 attacks in 2001 caused the US government to make it 
difficult for Tamil Tigers to get overseas funding and support. 
The US began to send direct aid to the SL government despite its 
human rights record over the course of the civil war.

Throughout 2002 and 2003, the SL government and 
the Tamil Tigers negotiated various ceasefires and signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding, mediated by the Norwegians. 
This was a compromise of a federal solution rather than the 
Tamils demand for a two-state solution or the government’s 
insistence on a unitary state. However, by 2003, the Tigers 
controlled the north and east regions of the country and the 
government declared a state of emergency. Disagreements over 
the handling of aid in Tiger-held areas between both sides in the 
devastating aftermath of the Indian Ocean Tsunami in 2004 led 
to the last stage of the war.

 
Eelam War IV (2006-2009)
Further peace talks proved to be fruitless with talks in Geneva 
failing in 2006. The end of the war signalled mounting 
massacres by the SL Army on Tamil civilians and vice versa by 
the LTTE. Days later on the 25th of April, the area under LTTE 
control was reduced, an exodus of Tamil civilians occurred 
with the SL Army continuing to shoot despite civilians fleeing. 
Over 196,000 people fled the conflict zone, clashes continued 

between the forces with 50,000 people trapped who were killed, 
with the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon described it as a 
“bloodbath” with the desperate last fight in the ‘No-Fire Zone’. 
The government denies firing on civilians to this day’’. 

The Mullivaikkal massacre is remembered as the 
Mullivaikkal Remembrance Day on the 18th May yearly since 
2009. The commemoration of the dead is banned by the SL 
government, with security being tightened in the run up in 
the Northern and Eastern provinces yearly, with schools and 
universities closed in those areas. The day is remembered 
amongst the Sri Lankan Tamil Diaspora worldwide, notably in 
the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Switzerland, America as well 
as in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

 
The End of the War
By 16th May 2009, Sri Lanka declared a victory and on the 17th 
May, the Tigers admitted defeat on the LTTE website: “This 
battle has reached its bitter end ... we have decided to silence 
our guns. Our only regrets are for the lives lost and that we 
could not hold out for longer”. By the 18th of May 2009, the 
leader of the Tigers, Vellupillai Prabkharan was killed as well as 
the rest of the LTTE leadership, marking the end of the 26 years 
conflict.
 
Conclusion
It was a very costly war with 47,556 Tamil Civilians killed by the 
SL government between 1983 and 2004, and a total economic 
cost of US $200 billion. What is remarkable is that the LTTE 
despite being a smaller fighting force managed to keep the SL 
Army at bay for 25 years. The SL Armed force had around 95,000 
troops in 2001 to 210,000 troops in 2008 whereas the LTTE had 
6,000 troops in 2001 and 30,000 troops in 2008. 

Persecution is ongoing today by mainly militarised 
Buddhist monks (active in politics, pushing for violence against 
Muslims) and the government, who advocate for the ethnic 
cleansing of Tamils, now targeting Muslims. There has been 
increased persecution of Muslims since the Easter Sunday 
bombings of 2019 as well as forced cremations for Muslims 
who died of COVID-19, which is directly against their religious 
laws. There is ongoing persecution of Tamil Hindus as well with 
the new Sri Lankan PM pardoning war criminals responsible for 
mass murders during the war.

Magadev Adam Kuha Kumaran L6f
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When was Jesus born? 
At face value, this question seems like a simple one to answer.

The day? The 25th. 
The month? December. 
The year? Well, if the year now is AD 2021, then surely Jesus was 
born 2021 years ago.  
So, December 25th, 2021 years ago, making that the year 0?

However, the Anno Domini system of dating years we use 
in our calendar, the Gregorian calendar, does not include a year 
0. Instead, it skips from 1BC to AD 1. 

The contemporary consensus on Jesus’ birth year is c.4BC. 
How can someone be born four years before their own birthday?

This date bases itself on the historical figure in the Bible, 
King Herod, the Roman client King of Judea from 36-1BC. In 
addition to ancient historians, astrological data about the 
presumed Star of Bethlehem in Mathew 2:1-2 also concludes 
c.4BC. The lunar occultation and heliacal rising of Jupiter, which 
would have caused the planet to appear much brighter than 
usual, occurred in 4BC using known orbital patterns. 

The question remains, however, how and why did he end 
up being born before his birthday?

Primarily, the blame is on Dionysius Exiguus. Dionysius 
was a monk born in Scythia Minor (modern-day Romania and 
Bulgaria) in c.470 BC, famous for devising the date of Jesus’ 
birth or Anno Domini.

The Christian system of dating years used when Dionysius 
was writing was the Diocletian Anno Martyrium (Diocletian Era 
of Martyrs). Diocletian was the Roman Emperor famous for 
carrying out the last persecution of the Christians in the Empire. 
The year of his coronation, AD 284, was the start date for the 

Era of Martyrs, as it paid respect to those Christians killed under 
Diocletian. 

However, Dionysius believed that the Diocletian Anno 
Martyrium seemed to commemorate the Emperor more than the 
persecuted Martyrs. He changed the calendar to revolve around 
the birth of a person worth memorialising, Jesus Christ. In doing 
so, the year 247 Anno Martyrium became Anno Domini 532, 
which resulted in, as Tom Holland writes, “time itself becom[ing] 
Christianised”.

At the time of his writing, however, the more popular way 
of dating years was by using the names of the Roman consuls 
who served in that particular year, i.e. “In the consulate of 
Gaius Caelius and Lucius Pomponius” (AD 17).Because of this, 
Dionysius references the birth of Jesus in this way, rather than 
through Anno Martyrium. In his calendar, he wrote, “the present 
year” was “the consulship of Probus Junior”, “525 years since 
the incarnation of Christ.” In essence, this reference to Probus 
Junior is fundamentally the basis of today’s calendar because 
this is how Jesus’ birth year is ‘known’. But how could Dionysius 
know that Jesus’ birth was 525 years before him?

Ultimately, he gives no justification of how he came to 
this date. Scholars are forced to play a guessing game over how 
Dionysius concluded on 525 years. The Gospel of Luke says 
that during the “15th year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar (AD 
29) […] Jesus was around thirty”. This leads most to agree that 
Dionysius subtracted 30 years from the known date of Tiberius’ 
rule. Without the historical and astronomical data that we have, 
his estimate of 525 years, most likely based on the Gospel 
of Luke, is probably the best he could have achieved. When 
subtracting 30 years from AD 29, we get 1BC, three years off the 
agreed birth year of Jesus.

How to be born before your birthday.
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Here, therefore, is how you end up being born before 
your birthday, by having a well-intentioned monk make a minor 
mathematical error over your date of birth. 

Even so, how did this flawed system, based on somebody 
born before their birthday, become popularised to the point that 
we still use it today?

Anglo-Saxon historian: The Venerable Bede’s Ecclesiastical 
History of the English People (published 731) is an early 
example. Bede accepted Dionysius’ dating of Christ’s 
incarnation. Frequently, his references to early events of British 
history use it, such as “In the year of our Lord, 46, Claudius, 
being the second of the Romans who came to Britain [...] added 
the Orkney islands to the Roman empire”. He marks a transition 
away from the Roman tradition of using Consuls - like Cassius 
Dio does while referencing Claudius’ invasion of Britain - to 
using Dionysius’ dating of Christ. 

Anno Domini only spread further in the 9th century as the 
dating system endorsed by Charlemagne’s Carolingian Empire 
(AD 800-888). The spread of the Empire across Europe cemented 
the system’s use in medieval historiography. Charlemagne’s 
authority over the papacy served to set Dionysius’ dating of 
Christ’s birth as the de facto official one, increasing its use. 
Portugal in 1422 was the last western European country to 
adopt it. By the 19th century, European colonialism had spread 
Dionyisius’ system globally.

Over the last few years, there has been much debate 
surrounding continuing the use of a flawed calendar. 

Most know the change Before Common Era (BCE) and 
Common Era (CE), which correspond to BC/AD, again based 
on Dionysius’ incorrect dating of Jesus’ birth. This system still 

places Jesus’ birth as the singular event for human history 
to revolve around. The use of ‘Common’ is also inherently 
vague. Surely, what constitutes as ‘Common’ in this system is 
the pivotal event of Jesus’ birth; implying that what makes us 
human is a belief in Christ, in effect repeating Anno Domini’s 
faults in representation.

A more recent idea is the Holocene Calendar, where 
the system of years begins in 10,000 BC, the beginning of the 
so-called ‘human era’ when civilisation first began. Its originator, 
Cesare Emiliani, says that it solves the problems of Anno 
Domini. In particular, he chooses a ‘universal’ human event that 
is representative of all human history. The Holocene Calendar 
adds 10,000 years to Anno Domini, so 2021 AD becomes the 
year 12,021 Human Era. Although I find the Holocene Calendar 
is vague and promotes a metanarrative that human history is 
solely about progression, it is undoubtedly more representative 
than Anno Domini. It promotes the frankly positive idea that 
history is for the human species, not Europeans or Christians. 

But is a change to Dionysius’ system worth the hassle?
Ultimately, whilst Dionysius made “time itself […] become 

Christianised”, perpetuating a falsity that Jesus was born before 
his birthday, changing the calendar will probably result in 
even more confusion than the situation we are already in. The 
criticisms of inclusivity in placing Jesus’ birth at the centre of 
history are valid. Nevertheless, rather than modifying our dating 
of history, surely exploring all areas of the past will create the 
comprehensive history of humanity wanted. 

Joe McHugh L6G

Will the Cryptocurrency sector ever recover 
from its recent crash?
‘Paper money is going away’. ‘Bitcoin is a fraud’. Two distinct 
quotes from two distinct industry icons. The first from Elon 
Musk, an advocate for cryptocurrency who had accepted Bitcoin 
payments for Teslas and recently has been monumental in 
the recent Cryptocurrency slump, due to his retraction of this 
implementation due to its increase in the use of ‘fossil fuels for 
mining’. The second quote was taken from an interview with 
Jamie Dimon, the Chief Executive officer of JPMorgan Chase. 
Following his labelling of the virtual currency to be fraudulent, 
in October 2020, JP Morgan commented that Bitcoin is solidly 
competing with gold, and that ‘the potential long-term upside 
for Bitcoin is considerable.’ On the 19th of May, a multitude 
of Cryptocurrency plummeted in price and market cap. There 
was a plethora of reasons behind this Crypto Crash and the 
following dissertation will seek to analyse the reasons behind 
this plunge and will also evaluate whether the Cryptocurrency 
sector will spike to return to where it left off. I will attempt 
this by dividing the following answer into three sections: 
‘What exactly are Cryptocurrencies?’, ‘The reasons behind the 
gargantuan Cryptocurrency crash’ and ‘Will the Cryptocurrency 
market recover?’. 
What exactly are Cryptocurrencies? 
Before digressing into the evaluations of causes, consequences 
and future impact of the crash, I believe it would be appropriate 

to first define the term, ‘cryptocurrency’ as a fundamental point, 
on which the concepts will be built upon during this dissertation. 
The term cryptocurrency describes decentralize forms of digital 
cash that enables individuals to transmit value in a digital 
setting’, which firstly achieved significant prominence due to 
the promise of greater affluence via trading it.

You may be wondering, ‘What distinguishes cryptocurrency 
from the typical pound or dollar?’. Firstly, cryptocurrency aims to 
be an electronic form of currency that is not owned or controlled 
by a specific individual or party, making it decentralized. 
Cryptocurrencies which are decentralised are more advantageous 
to use as there is not a bank that can change the ruleset 
or regulation of these virtual currencies. Users of ordinary 
currencies can only communicate via a single server. However, 
in a decentralised system that operates without any particular 
hierarchy, like the Cryptocurrency as the whole concept is built 
around the easy to use user interface which cannot be regulated 
or restricted by the government or any other third party. Another 
reason supporting the decentralized system is that suppose a 
bank had their database wiped without backups. It would be 
extremely difficult to restore users’ previous data, increasing 
costs of production into security. 
The Reasons behind the gargantuan Cryptocurrency Crash 
A vast number of economists, analysts and Cryptocurrency 
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investors have publicly elucidated their own logical and 
reasonable reasons regarding this mammoth-like crash which 
showcases contrasts and similarities to recent Cryptocurrency 
plummets. One possible reason many have alluded to for this 
dramatic price change is Tesla’s change in their use of Bitcoin. 
Following Tesla’s $1.5 billion investment into Bitcoin, on the 24th 
of March Tesla announced that they would be accepting Bitcoin 
as a means of payment for their products. What made this even 
better was Elon Musk consequently stating that Tesla would 
not be converting their earnings from Bitcoin into Fiat currency 
(physical currency without an intrinsic value). This resulted in a 
‘Bull Market’ (investors are more confident in the future as they 
expect prices to continue growing for a certain period of time 
despite the volatility of Cryptocurrency) forming as investors 
believed that since Bitcoin would be used as a means of high 
budget payments the price would increase leading to high 
growth for this decentralized coin. Bitcoin’s price on the 24th 
of March peaked at £41,373 which is approximately £6,000 
lower than its All-Time High and is roughly £14,000 higher than 
the current price of £26,963 (as of the 20th of May). However, 
consequent to this, as alluded to in my introduction, Tesla 
decided to reverse their decision of accepting Bitcoin due to 
environmental concerns over the mining of the cryptocurrency. 
This led to a market correction in Bitcoin and the whole 
cryptocurrency space. With many investors fearing for a loss 
in the profit they made they would have decided to sell Bitcoin 
resulting in its value decreasing as it would have become less 
of a scarce commodity. This led to a bearish market (a situation 
in the marketplace when the price of most currency pairs are 
headed downside). 

Another reason for the Cryptocurrency crash is China’s 
government’s restrictions and regulations that are working 
against Bitcoin. A statement published on the People’s Bank of 
China’s WeChat account read, “Recently, cryptocurrency prices 
have skyrocketed and plummeted and speculative trading of 
cryptocurrency has rebounded, seriously infringing on the safety 
of people’s property and disrupting the normal economic and 
financial order,”. Furthermore it was stated that cryptocurrency 
is not a real currency and “should not and cannot be used as 
currency in the market”. Again with an economic superpower in 
the form of China being reluctant to accept Bitcoin as a means of 
payment led investors to feel further bearish on Bitcoin leading 

to them beginning to sell in order to maintain profits they would 
have made.
Will the Cryptocurrency space recover? 
The Cryptocurrency market is well renowned for its assets 
predominantly being volatile in nature, meaning that it is 
challenging for investors and analysts to predict when prices 
will peak over an all-time high or completely sink to a trough, 
which is why Cryptocurrency is regarded as such a risky 
investment and you should only ever invest what you can 
afford to lose. Many analysts believe firms will follow China’s 
regulations against Bitcoin and pursue a further regulated 
cryptocurrency space at the minimum and are questioning 
whether the Cryptocurrency space will ever recover. However, I 
personally believe that the Cryptocurrency market’s recovery is 
inevitable and I question how long it will take for the market to 
recover. I believe that recuperation in the Cryptocurrency sector 
is imminent as many investors are beginning to feel Bullish 
on Cryptocurrency. You may be slightly perplexed as many 
Cryptocurrency has faced a severe decline in price, but many 
are beginning to view this as an opportunity. An opportunity 
to invest in these phenomena at a discounted price in order to 
profit further when the Cryptocurrency market springs back into 
its more common trends. 

In conclusion, I believe that the Cryptocurrency sector 
is a highly volatile market that experiences declines and 
peaks in prices on a daily basis. A plethora of reasons was 
responsible for this recent crash including Tesla and China. Due 
to the Cryptocurrency industry having previously recovered from 
severe ‘crashes’ I believe that this crash will be no different and 
the market will return to its previous and more stable state due 
to the greater promise of gaining further affluence and profits by 
purchasing Cryptocurrency at a lower price.

Lakshman Rajaloganathan L6N 
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The Chomsky Hierarchy and Automata in Computer Science
Even the least technical among us are familiar with programming 
languages in a loose sense: purposefully invented syntaxes 
constructed from keywords, symbols and identifiers used to tell 
a computer what to do. These confections power our modern 
world. From the operating system on which you are reading 
this article to the aeroplane which just passed overhead, most 
things are now controlled by code. So to fully comprehend 
the scope, characteristics and limitations of computers, it was 
realised in the 1950s that understanding the computational 
structures behind language was critical. In this piece I’ll discuss 
the Chomsky Hierarchy, a mathematical classification of 
languages into 4 types - regular, context-free, context-sensitive 

and recursively enumerable - explaining what each means. We’ll 
also discuss why this concept is relevant in the real world and 
how it links to “Automata”.

But first: what do we mean by a “language” and a 
“grammar”?. Noam Chomsky, the American linguist and 
philosopher, created the formal definition that a language is a 
set of text strings made up of characters from some alphabet. 
A grammar is a list of rules (“production rules”) defining 
how to build all of the strings in the language. For example if 
the language L contains {“cat”,”cot”}, we have the symbols 
{c,a,t,o,w}. We could say that the language L is defined as: 
vowel: {a,o}, L: ‘c’+vowel+’t’ . With two production rules we 
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define the vowel as a set containing a and o and then we say 
that a word is in the language if it is the symbol c then a vowel 
then the symbol t. Note that the symbols could have been words 
and the language a list of sentences instead. These sentences 
wouldn’t need to make sense in terms of their meaning as long 
as they are “syntactically” correct.

With that out of the way, let’s classify some languages! 
Chomsky’s most restrictive language is a “regular language”, 
generated by a type 3 (regular) grammar. A regular grammar 
is one in which production rules are defined in terms of only 
one symbol which is a member of the basic alphabet (these are 
called terminal symbols) and one which is not ( “nonterminal”/
derived symbols), with all nonterminals appearing on the same 
end of the rule. So for example the language L: consonant: 
{c,v,d},  L : {consonant,’a’+L,’e’+L} defines all strings which have 
c,v or d at the end with any combination of a and e before, for 
example aeac or aav. In this grammar c,v,d,a,e are “terminal 
symbols” (not defined in terms of any others) and consonant 
and L are non-terminal symbols as they are defined in terms of 
others. This language uses recursion (self-referencing) to build 
long strings because a word in L could be any word already in L 
with an a or e on the front. Why is this grammar regular? Notice 
that all of the rules to generate a word in L contain at most one 
occurrence of a nonterminal symbol (L or consonant) and the 
nonterminal symbols only appear at the end of the rules. 

So what use do regular grammars have? The most well-
known example is “Regular Expressions” (regex) - an example of 
a regular grammar supported by most “Find/Replace” tools. You 
specify the form of a piece of text you want to locate in your file 
instead of a specific text string. Say you wanted to find all mobile 
numbers in a document. These have a 0 and then ten more digits. 
You can’t just search for the number itself as you don’t know the 
number you are looking for and you want to match all phone 
numbers present. A regex for this would be: 0[0-9]{10} i.e 0 then 
the digits 0-9 ten times. The regex processor understands this 
grammar and can find all matching strings for you. 

Enclosing RLs we have Context-Free Grammars (CFGs).  
All RGs are CFGs but not the other way round. A CRG is one 
in which all production rules are defined as any sequence 
of terminals and nonterminals. Now we can have multiple of 
each in a sequence and they can be any position. A useful 
example of this is in bracket matching; the CFG L:{LL,(L),[L],(),[]} 
describes all strings of parentheses containing only matched 
brackets. We can use this to check mathematical expressions 
or computer programs are right. Another real-world example 
of the importance of the Chomsky Hierarchy involves the 
distinction between CFGs and regular languages. The regular 
expressions we talked about in the previous paragraph can’t be 
used to match arbitrary HTML (webpage) code because HTML 
is a context-free language whereas regular expressions are a 
regular grammar. They are provably not “powerful” enough to 
express HTML patterns.

After this, we have context-sensitive grammars (CSGs) 
in which whether or not a string is valid depends on what 
surrounds it. We can start to write definitions in which 
the left hand side contains terminal characters. Example: 
‘c’+vowel+’t’: cat; ‘h’+vowel+’t’: hot, consonant: {c,t,h}, L: 
{consonant+vowel+consonant}. In this language cat and hot 
are valid but cot and hat are not because whether vowel 
can be a or o or not depends on what surrounds it. In a CFG 

of consonant+vowel+consonant we couldn’t specify this as 
vowel and consonant would be defined once and be the same 
forever. Real life programming languages are context-sensitive 
because they have “semantics”, meaning certain things which 
are syntactically valid don’t make sense. For example we can’t 
do a=5;b=”hello”;a+b because b is not a number. We could do 
a=5;b=4;a+b. The error occurs with the same line a+b in both 
programs: context matters.

The last type is ‘unrestricted grammars’ defining 
“recursively enumerable languages”. These can have any 
production rules. They can represent natural (human) language 
more easily than the other types but they are much harder to 
process and understand. Natural language processing (NLP) 
and linguistics deal with these. However there are programming 
languages such as “Thue” using these.

Finally, it’s insightful to understand how automata 
(theoretical mechanical computers following instructions) relate 
to languages. Each level of the Chomsky Hierarchy corresponds 
to a single type of automaton (from Finite State Automata 
capable of recognising regular language strings to full-on turing 
machines which can implement unrestricted grammars) which 
can verify whether or not a given string is a member of the 
language it defines. These have their own characteristics and 
work in their own ways. For example a FSA has a set of defined 
states it can be in and follows rules to move between these. 
Automata theory and formal language theory were thought to 
be unrelated fields of computing and linguistics until Chomsky 
himself brought the two together in 1956. 

In summary, Noam Chomsky’s 1956 seminal paper in 
computational linguistics categorises grammars - sets of 
production rules to generate languages. The categories range 
from the most restrictive (regular) and easy to parse to the 
most free (unrestricted). We’ve seen both how each of these 
categories is relevant to real life questions and how Chomsky’s 
genius indelibly linked Computer Science and Linguistics 
forever.  

Hamish Starling L6C



CASE NUMBER: R10541A113
REPORTING OFFICERS:  
Rory Conboy; Joe McHugh.

VICTIM: Tiberius Claudius Caesar 
Augustus Germanicus.
SEX: Male.
DOB: 1st August 10 BC.
DOD: 13th October AD 54.
MARRIAGE STATUS: 4 Wives total. 
Married to Agrippina at time of death.
VICTIM’S OCCUPATION:  
Emperor of Rome.

LOCATION OF INCIDENT:  
Rome, Palatine Hill
CAUSE OF DEATH: Certainty is 
unattainable. Ingestion of poison is the 
most likely cause.

AUTOPSY RESULTS: Evidence of 
asphyxiation, and multiple organ failures, 
induced by an unknown substance. 
Since there is no known poison that 
could act as quickly, the victim’s death 
may also have been caused by illness, 
from old age. The bone structure of his 
right leg strongly implies a life-long limp 
(CASSIUS DIO 60.2), and therefore a 
disability, which may have contributed to 
his death. 

MEANS OF INGESTION: Suspected 
to have ingested multiple poisons 
at different times: Ingestion through 
a mushroom dish (of which he was 
“extravagantly fond” says Suetonius 
Claduius 44). A feather wetted with 
poison (forced through the mouth 
according to Tacitus Annals 12.67). 
Poison administered by syringe (as an 
enema according to Suetonius Claudius 
44).

MOST LIKELY CAUSE OF DEATH: Poison 
(suspected foul play).
PRIME SUSPECT: Agrippina
OTHER SUSPECTS: Halotus, Locusta, 
Xenophon, Seneca the Younger.

SUSPECT 1: Agrippina
RELATION TO VICTIM: Fourth Wife
ACCUSED BY: Tacitus, Suetonius, Cassius 
Dio, Josephus.

MOTIVE: Accusers unanimously agree 
that Agrippina wanted to ensure the 
succession of her son Nero by killing 
Claudius before he made amendments 
to his will that could have made his son, 
Britannicus, the successor. 

STATEMENT: ‘My client denies all the 
allegations put forth. She was a loving 
wife, who spent many happy years by 
Claudius’ side and is saddened to hear 
such erroneous claims being made. 
All the allegations have no base, and 
are another upsetting example of 
misogyny in history.’- Agrippina’s legal 
representative

RELIABILITY OF ACCOUNTS: Josephus’ 
accusation contradicts the contemporary 
witness Seneca the Younger, who 
ascribes Claudius’ death to natural 
causes. As Tacitus and Suetonius 
essentially follow Josephus’ precedent 
of accusing Agrippina, her involvement 
in the murder seems unlikely. However, 
Seneca The Younger is known to have 
worked with the suspect, and had a 
strong opinion opposing Claudius (shown 
in his play Apocolocyntosis).

SUSPECT 2: Halotus
RELATION TO VICTIM: Eunuch food taster 
(assumed freedman)
ACCUSED BY: Tacitus, Suetonius

MOTIVE: Unclear for reasons why he 
would do it. Most likely motive is   a 
possible bribery from Agrippina (see her 
motive), as he had access to all the food 
that the emperor would eat.

STATEMENT: The suspect answered ‘No 
Comment’ to all police questions.

RELIABILITY OF ACCOUNTS: No 
contemporary sources place Halotus 
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at the scene of the crime. However, 
considering his job, it is likely that he 
was there. Moreover, Suetonius says 
that the later Emperor Galba promoted 
Halotus to a procurator in 68 AD (Life of 
Galba 15). This stresses that Nero did 
not kill Halotus after Claudius’ death. 
Nero had killed other suspects in order 
to calm the Roman people’s protests. By 
not killing Halotus, therefore, it is likely 
that Nero owed him something for his 
involvement in killing Claudius.

SUSPECT 3: Locusta
OCCUPATION: Poison maker
ACCUSED BY: Tacitus, Cassius Dio

MOTIVE: Employment by Agrippina

STATEMENT: ‘Round about the cauldron 
go; in the poison entrails throw. Toad, 
that under cold stone days and nights 
has thirty one sweltered venom sleeping 
got, boil thou i’th’charmed pot’

RELIABILITY OF ACCOUNTS: Referenced 
as a notorious poison maker in several 
ancient sources, but only directly 
accused of contributing to Claudius’ 
murder in Tacitus and Dio. As the two are 
both writing several years after the event 
(Tacitus in AD 117, Dio c. AD 233), they 
may have attributed her to the poisoning, 
considering her reputation.

SUSPECT 4: Gaius Stertinius Xenophon.
OCCUPATION: Doctor.
ACCUSED BY: Tacitus.

MOTIVE: Employment by Agrippina.

STATEMENT: ‘I only do the best for my 
patients as long as they pay for my 
services’

RELIABILITY OF ACCOUNTS: He is only 
mentioned by name in Tacitus Annals 67, 
as the person who completed the murder. 
Seutonius Claudius 44 says that the 
poison was not quick and took multiple 
attempts to induce death, and that the 
poison was administered again under the 
guise of it being a treatment. Therefore 
Tacitus’ accusation of Xenophon, in 
addition to Suetonius’ description of 
the poisoning, strongly implies that he 
was involved in the murder. Only the 
Emperor’s doctor could administer poison 
whilst saying it was a cure.

SUSPECT 5: Seneca the Younger
OCCUPATION: Philosopher, author, and 
tutor of Nero
ACCUSED BY: No Ancient source. 

MOTIVE: Friendship with Agrippina and 
ambition.

STATEMENT: ‘You have no evidence 
against me - none at all - and yet you 
drag me in here to answer these frivolous 
enquiries? Allow me to promptly depart, 
or I’ll pursue licit action which will blight 
your vocations.’

RELIABILITY OF ACCOUNTS: While no 
source includes Seneca in the plot, it is 
likely that, given his relations with the 
family, he had knowledge of the plan, at 
the very least. He was likely to carry a 
personal grudge against Claudius, having 
been exiled by him in AD 41 due to his 
love affair with Julia Livilla, Agrippina’s 
sister. His play, after Claudius’ death, 
‘Apocolocyntosis’ makes known his 
anti-Claudian sentiment, which further 
contributed to our suspicions. However, 
a lack of evidence led to our dismissal of 
Seneca.

JUDGEMENT: All the suspects questioned 
have one thing in common: a close 
relationship with our prime suspect, 
Agrippina. It is possible, as reported 
by several historical sources, that she 
played a major role in the death of her 
husband. There are, however, several 
acute factual issues in the sources 
surrounding the time it took for Claudius 
to die form the poison administered. 

Rory Conboy L6C Joe McHugh L6G
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My name is Alexios, son of the great Pelonios. 
Far over the hills the Greek sun had only just begun 
to rise. I barely noticed the market stalls as I ran and 

struggled to do up my trousers, hopping down on one leg to force 
them up. The blacksmith chasing me was like an ox, muscles that 
I could see in his arms pulsing with his rage. He had woken me 
this morning over a game of tilia three nights ago and forced me 
to gamble my mother’s pendant for one last round. It was rightfully 
mine; it was no right of his - even if I did lose. I stumbled, using this 
to turn around for a quick glance. The man was gaining quickly, a 
look of rage upon his face. I squeezed in between a pair of guards 
armoured in bronze. 
“What the hell are you doing?” one of them shouted back.
 “Uh, running!” was the only answer I was able to think of.

Just behind me the blacksmith barged through them, knocking 
the pair to the ground. He barely even flinched at the impact, only 
grunting softly. The street became narrower some metres ahead, only 
having enough space for a few people between the stalls. This end of 
the market had thick skins draped over every pole and many layers 
stretched to make the canvas of the stalls themselves. I had my worst 
brilliant idea. There were many boxes stacked up next to some of the 
end stalls of this new thinner row, almost like stairs. Looking down to 
make sure I didn’t lose my balance, I stepped up the boxes onto the 
skins that made the canvas roofs. I knew that only a few streets away 
was a temple of Artemis where there was bound to be a ceremony or 
something and enough people to hide amongst at least. Attempting 
to run over a skin canvas roof is a thing that many people will have 
never have done. That sort of stunt has many reasons for why you 
shouldn’t do this without the supervision of a responsible adult, I 
might not be responsible but I am an adult. It was difficult to keep 
my balance, the floor nearly giving out at every step I took. It was 
faster than going through the thin street below, but it was much more 
dangerous. This was probably cancelled out by how fun and how cool 
it might have looked. 

Around the next corner the street widened again, but that 
meant that the blacksmith would be close behind. I risked a quick 
glance back and couldn’t see him. Perfect, the temple was at the 
end of the road, not long now. I was able to jump to the widened 
street below and moved into the crowds. Head down, I wandered 
aimlessly through the crowds towards the location of where I knew 
the temple was. I reached the large set of stairs that signalled the 
entrance to the temple and spotted the huge crowds of people 
flocking into the entrance of the temple. I trod carefully up the 
stairs, merging into the crowd as soon as I possibly could. I naturally 
followed the crowd along, not massively caring where they were 
going, but wanting to be away from the situation I caused. Well, I 
spent some time doing that, and also a lot of time praying I wasn’t 
fated walking up here by technically robbing that blacksmith. 

I looked over at the temple to my left, and admired its glory. 
We really are fantastic architects, we Greeks. I wish I knew how to 
make a pediment that intricate, then I might not have to make a 
living committing petty thefts and gambling. The crowd seemed to 
grind to a halt, and I craned my neck around to see what the cause 
of the stop was. Upon looking in front of me, I saw that the people at 
the front of the crowd had reached the altar and stopped. I glanced 
behind me, luckily not still seeing that blacksmith, and began to pay 
attention to the ceremony in front of me. The priest stepped up to 
the altar, clutching a fairly large bundle of some grain in one hand, 

placing it on the altar. He then spoke, his voice booming across the 
air, ringing through the crowd, “My fellow Ephesians, we have all 
gathered ourselves here today to honour the great Goddess of the 
Hunt, the watchful eye from above, Artemis, and hopefully please 
her greatly, so in return, she may smile her good fortune upon us. 
We celebrate Artemis Orphia by completing a part of her hunt for 
her, and we shall sacrifice one hundred oxen, our great hecatomb, 
in order to gain her eternal fortune. We will leave this barley out, for 
the animals to consume and give back to the environment.” 

He first grabbed the barley, and handed some out to the 
crowd of Greeks around me, and they began throwing it, scattering 
it into the wind. He then picked up what appeared to be some 
uncapped wine, and he poured a hefty amount of it onto the floor. 
The priest speaking continued, “This libation will drain into the 
Earth, springing richness and life into our planet, and shining the 
generosity of our Goddess Artemis down upon us.” I watched in 
awe, and hoped that all this talk of good fortune would be true. The 
priest then pointed to the large pen containing the aforementioned 
hundred oxen, and spoke once again, “This is the most important 
piece of our sacrifice. We shall slay these oxen, and offer the thigh 
bones, wrapped in fat, to Artemis, to honour her as the one we all 
should worship.” 

The oxen were slowly led out of the pen up to the altar, and 
I watched in an almost horrified trance, as the Greeks around me 
began stepping up to the altar. Even though I wanted to look away, I 
knew I shouldn’t. The beasts’ throats were slit one by one, and they 
were all skinned. The meat was then stripped from the thighbones, 
the bones were then wrapped in fat, just as the priest said they 
would be, and were then placed over an open fire. The remaining 
wine was then drizzled over the fatty bones, as the smoke rose into 
the sky. Hopefully Artemis’ good fortune now shines onto not only 
our crops, but also me and getting away from that blacksmith. I was 
handed a knife and fork, which I gladly accepted, and like many 
other people around me, pushed my way to the front of the crowd. 
The blood on the altar wasn’t a pleasant sight, but knowing that it 
honoured Artemis made it alright. However, the smell was pleasant 
and I soon realised that they were cooking the remaining meat of the 
oxen. We were all given our even cut, and talked about how amazing 
Artemis was as we ate. I’d say, for my first ever time experiencing a 
sacrifice, it went rather well. I still hadn’t seen that blacksmith, and 
I got a very large meal. Maybe wishes do come true after all, as I 
never saw that blacksmith again, and I attend all ceremonies I can, 
honouring Artemis by doing my prayers, and hoping that her good 
fortune will smile upon me for the rest of my life.  

Oliver Cooksey 9C Tommy Wells 9B Daniel Crosse 9F

Y9 Classical Civilisation
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A s the sun coated the city of Ephesus, I stormed through every 
single possibility of what could go right and wrong that day. 
I was envisioning myself leading my father’s produce to be 

sacrificed. I used to just stare in awe at the wonder that was the 
Temple of Artemis. We didn’t own much but we were hoping Artemis 
would bless us with crops and fertile land. My nerves were unstable 
as the dozens of daunting thoughts came and went. My father said 
that I had an important role in the sacrifice. Why would I, a young boy, 
be given such an important role? A naive amateur. That’s what I was. 
But overall, I knew I would be able to carry out my duty. 

I woke up early in the morning, as I had another task to attend to 
- picking the best animals for the sacrifice. A given sacrifice would be a 
deer, the sacred animal of Artemis. We had 3 deer, a male, female, and 
a child. I picked the male as he was the largest and fattest, perfect for 
a feast. We had also chosen to sacrifice an ox and a pig. We had many 
oxen, and pigs. There were a few oxen and pigs that looked plump so I 
picked one of each at random. So the first task was complete and the 
day was going well. My confidence was starting to build up. 

Then, I was about to walk up to the temple. Once I reached the 
temple, I gazed at awe at its decoration and design. One of my idols 
was Phidias and I rather enjoyed architecture. The pediment was 
large and grand with a beautiful design. The temple was gargantuan, 
and I would have to stand in front of priests, Artemis would be 
overlooking me. The ritual would begin soon after. Before the ritual, I 
was told that I had the job of leading the ox to the altar. I can’t believe 
I was entrusted with such an important task on my first ever sacrifice! 
I had only ever watched with my family from afar while a sacrifice 
was carried out. It’s such an honour but it’s also a lot of pressure - if 
I let the ox escape, or if the ox became agitated by my handling, the 
sacrifice would have had to be restarted. I didn’t want to fail the 
priests, and most of all I didn’t want to fail Artemis. 

When I was handed the ox 10 minutes before the procession 
began, I accidentally pulled too hard on the reins and it snorted in 
anger. It doesn’t seem like much, but at the time I panicked and 
thought that I had failed already, that before the procession even 
started I had caused the sacrifice to be called off. Luckily, the ox 
calmed down quickly, and the procession began. I wound through 
the streets of the city, slowly making my way from the stables 
to the temple. Following me were the other animal-leaders, with 
their lamb and deer; a maiden carrying the barley cakes and the 
sacrificial knife, hidden in the basket; water-bearers following close 
behind her; and finally the musicians at the back of the procession 
playing soft music to drown out the crowd 
that had gathered all over the city, keeping 
the animals calm. 

We worked our way around the city, 
parading the sacrifices like they were going 
to the market, until finally we reached the 
sanctuary. I was in the front of the procession, 
so I was first to cleanse myself with water and 
enter the sanctuary. The crowd was massive, 
but there was a path through the people to 
the altar, where the priests were waiting. 
The water-bearers gave the priests the water, 
which was then poured on the heads of each 
animal to make them nod. Finally, the barley 
cakes were thrown into the fire and the priest 
took the knife. 

The time had come. 
I took the ox to the altar. The priest 

then, with the gleaming knife in his hand, 
shaved off a few hairs from the ox and threw 

them in the flames. They quickly turned to ash and a smell, not unlike 
a burning candle, wafted into my nose. I was almost done, just a little 
longer to go! The priest lifted the knife in the air, causing it to shine 
in the firelight. Another boy, no older than me, ran up quickly with a 
bowl and held it under the ox’s neck. The priest put the knife against 
the ox’s neck and then, in one swift movement, slit its throat. Thick, 
dark red blood poured out of the ox, and I held it as it slowly stopped 
moving. I watched as the life drained out of its eyes in much the same 
way as the blood drained from the incision, until the blood came no 
more and the once sparkling eyes were dull. I took a deep breath — it 
was done! As the blood was poured onto the leaping flames and the 
women let out a high-pitched shriek, I felt both elated and sorrowful; 
I had completed my task, but I had watched the death of an animal 
that I had started to connect with as I led it in the procession. I wasn’t 
quite sure what I thought. Thick smoke curled out from the red hot 
flames as they tore and ate the meat. More and more offerings were 
added and devoured by the fierce hearth. 

The flesh of deer, ox and the other animals melted together. 
The meat turned molten, it writhed in the flames, as if it were still 
alive. I wondered if the souls of the animals would meet the gates of 
the Underworld. Would they be able to cross the many raging rivers 
to get there? Would their spirits travel helplessly across the world, 
forever attached to their burnt corpses? Would they even know that 
they were dead? Either way they were consumed by the flames. 
They twisted and turned and became blacker than the night. Ash 
formed and piled on the altar, and then was whisked away by the 
Zephyr’s embrace. Perhaps it was better to have faith in the Gods 
and in the safe passage of the sacrifices. 

Soon enough, the feast began. My nose tingled at the whiff 
of perfectly grilled meat. Once I had given myself a good wash I 
sprinted towards the banquet that had appeared in my absence. 
There were giant geese, beefy beef, crisp chicken and more! The 
food looked amazing. I picked up 3 plates crammed with food, 
juggled them to my seat next to Father, licked my lips, and dug in! 
It was juicier and plumper than any other meal I’d ever had. Even 
the fruit was delicious. The boar was best out of all of them; it 
tasted absolutely divine (sorry for the blasphemy). With my belly 
full, I looked around. People of all ages and classes were drinking, 
laughing and having fun. Some were cheering for the bountiful 
summer that they would have. Others were cheering for the bounty 
of sacrifices that they had just given to Artemis. Even some of the 
children were a little drunk. A small group of 9 year olds gave piggy-

back-rides to their friends, who whacked 
each other with sticks and makeshift shields. 
Another farmer, a few years younger than my 
father, attempted to flirt with a local maid. 
He was brutally smacked across the face for 
disrespecting ‘The Huntress’. 

As the darkness stretched over the 
horizon, the stars and our hostess revealed 
themselves, illuminating the night with their 
beauty. The people cheered and partied 
some more. The entire night was spent wine 
tasting, shouting out epithets of Artemis, 
and retelling her tales of conquest and glory. 
It seemed as if all of the city, no, all of Greece 
was participating in honouring Artemis 
that night. “It has been a wonderful day.” I 
thought. And it was.
Joseph Haddo 9N  Prem Shiv Tanna 9P  Arun Patel 9C
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MODERN FOREIgN LANgUAgES
Chez moi, normalement on mange toujours en famille à huit 
heures et demie le soir. D’habitude, on mange de la viande 
avec du riz et des légumes. J’adore la viande mais je déteste le 
poisson, ça pue! Normalement, ma mère fait la cuisine parce 
qu’elle cuisine des plats délicieux. Samedi, on a acheté des 

plats à emporter, on a mangé et on a regardé la télé. Hier, nous 
avons mangé du poulet avec des pommes de terre. C’était très 
délicieux surtout le poulet. Demain, c’est l’anniversaire de ma 
mère donc on va manger dans un restaurant. Ce sera génial.

Ajjar Mansoor 8T 
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Ce que je mange

Year 10 French
French speaking exam preparation

Le Petit Déjeuner Français 
In one French lesson, we learned how to order food at a cafe. 
One of our classmates acted as the chef, and everybody else 
could order either pain au chocolat, croissant or sweets, 
depending on what they wanted. By the end of the lesson, I 
was able to have a conversation in French about what I want 
at a restaurant or cafe. You would say ‘Je voudrais un pain au 
chocolat, s’il vous plait’, which means, I want a pain au chocolat 
please. The teachers allowed us to eat the food at the end of the 
lesson while watching the Tintin film! It was great and I really 
enjoyed it. 

Merci Beaucoup,

Aayush Singh 7T

Mes Vacances
Chaque année, ma famille et moi partons en vacances en 
Italie. Nous y restons quatre semaines. Normalement, nous y 
allons en été. Il fait chaud. Nous avons une maison dans les 
montagnes. Il n’y a pas grand chose à faire. La ville est très 
ennuyeuse parce que tout le monde est vieux. L’année dernière, 
il y avait un jeune garçon comme moi. Nous avons joué au foot 
ensemble. C’était amusant.
Mon père et moi voulons visiter tous les parcs d’attractions 
d’ Europe. Donc, nous irons d’abord en Espagne. Nous irons 
en voiture parce que c’est moins cher mais si j’étais riche, 
j’achèterais un avion parce que c’est rapide.  L’hôtel est près 
de la mer. Je vais faire de la planche à voile et du ski nautique. 
Je vais prendre de la crème solaire, des tongs, des lunettes de 
plongée et un chargeur pour mon MP3. J’ai hâte.  

Fabio Ponzini 9T

Normalement, pendant la semaine, je me lève très tôt à six 
heures mais aujourd’hui, je me suis levé plus tard. Après 
m’être levé, en général, je me brosse les dents pendant 2 
minutes et puis, je me douche pendant un petit moment. 
Cependant, hier matin, j’ai oublié. Je porte un blazer noir, une 
chemise blanche, une cravate raye(accent)e verte et noire et 
un pantalon noir. Selon moi, c’était vraiment moche. Pour mon 
petit déjeuner, d’habitude, je mange des céréales avec du pain 
grillé et normalement, je bois du café froid - j’adore ça, car 
c’est vraiment délicieux. Cependant, de temps en temps, je 
trouve des céréales un peu barbantes alors je mange des œufs 
avec du pain grillé. J’adorerais en manger tous les jours mais 
je n’ai pas le temps. Après le petit déjeuner, normalement je 
monte prendre une douche et puis, je coiffe mes cheveux mais 
hier matin, j’ai oublié de faire mes devoirs de francais donc je 
devais le finir. D’habitude, je quitte ma maison à sept heures et 
demie mais demain, je dois quitter la maison à 6 heures car je 
vais jouer au foot avec mon équipe. Moi, je vais au collège tous 
les jours depuis cinq ans et je pense que c’est très mauvais 
pour la santé donc la semaine prochaine, je marcherai vite au 
collège et selon moi, ce sera sain et vraiment passionnant. 
Généralement, j’arrive au collège à huit heures moins le quart 
- malheureusement, hier, je suis arrivé au collège très tard et 
mon professeur était assez fâché. D’abord, je finis mes devoirs 
- je déteste ça car c’est vraiment barbant. Puis, je grignote mais 

malheureusement, ce ne sont jamais des chocolats, ce qui est 
dommage. Avant mon dîner, il n’y a pas grand chose à faire dans 
ma ville donc je peux vite m’ennuyer. Ensuite, je mange mon 
dîner et c’est toujours magnifique car à mon avis, ma mère est 
la meilleure chef. Oui, bien sûr. D’abord, je peux regarder un 
peu la télé - par exemple, je regarde actuellement Les Simpsons 
- j’estime que c’est marrant. D’ailleurs, comme j’ai déjà fini mes 
devoirs, je peux me détendre un peu. Normalement, je quitte ma 
maison à cinq heures pour retrouver mes amis dans le parc - ce 
n’est ni ennuyeux ni frustrant, contrairement aux devoirs. Par 
contre, c’est plutôt passionnant et un peu fatigant. Hier matin, 
après je me suis levé très tôt, je me suis brossé les dents pendant 
deux minutes et puis, je me suis douché pour un peu de temps. 
Ensuite, j’ai mangé mon petit déjeuner - hier matin, j’ai mangé 
des céréales avec du pain grillé et je bois du café froid - j’adore 
ça, car c’est vraiment délicieux. D’abord, j’ai fini mes devoirs - je 
détestais ça car c’était vraiment barbant. Puis, j’ai grignoté mais 
malheureusement, ce ne sont jamais des chocolats, ce qui est 
dommage - j’aimerais avoir des chocolats. Un peu plus tard, j’ai 
mangé mon dîner et c’est toujours magnifique car à mon avis, 
ma mère est le meilleur chef. Normalement, je me couche assez 
tôt à neuf heures et demi mais hier soir, je me suis couché très 
tard - après onze heures.

Raiyan Khan 10N
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German Ice Cream Lesson
Today we had a very good lesson with 
Frau Webster and Frau Foord. We first went 
outside and sat on the tables and then lined 
up outside and some people were servers. 
We spoke in German and ordered ice cream. 
This helped us to get more experience with 
how you might order food. I got chocolate 
ice cream (the best ice cream). We then 
went into the library and did a sweepstake 
for the Euros. I found it very interesting 
how the different countries are pronounced 
differently in German. 

Kian Popat 7F

In today’s lesson we were with 7B and the 
aim of the lesson was that we had to tell the 
ice cream server (which was me) that I would 
like vanilla ice cream or any other flavour in 
German. This was fun as halfway through Mrs 
Bains came into the lesson and tried to get 
some ice cream but had to say it in German. 
The different types of ice cream were chocolate 
mix (which had a mix of chocolate, vanilla 
and toffee), strawberry, vanilla, chocolate and 
also mint chocolate. Frau Foord and also Frau 
Webster were putting the ice cream in the 
cones and serving them as we spoke in German 
to the customers then telling the teachers 
which ice cream to put in the cones.

I think that this lesson was fun and 
exciting because we got to interact with 
other students in German.

Armaan Hussain 7F

The German lesson was extremely fun 
and exciting and a whole new experience. 
We got to practise our speaking skills by 
asking for an ice cream that we wanted, 
and some of us had the privilege to serve 
others before getting their own. After we all 
finished our variety of ice creams, we went 
to the theatre for a wheel spin of countries 
for the Euro 2020. There were a vast number 
of teams, such as France, Italy, England, 
Czech Republic and more. The group with 
the team that won, came 2nd or 3rd would 
get junk food and other goods. I personally 
really enjoyed the lesson, and I presume 
that most of the class enjoyed it too. 

Ethan Chu 8R

The German lesson was quite a new 
experience during school hours. We got to 
eat ice cream during our German lesson, 
and by doing this we practised our speaking 
skills. Some people even volunteered to ask 
us for which ice cream that we wanted. After 
we had savoured our ice creams we went to 
the theatre to spin the wheel for the team 
for Euro 2020. My group got Sweden, which 
was not the best team possible, however 
already in the Euros anything has happened 
(the last two finalists have already been 
eliminated) so we will hope for the best.

Kavya Shah 8T
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Lockdown Learning: Studying French as a fifth A Level

I
n March 2020 I was desperately trying to decide what A 
Level subjects to pick. I knew I wanted to do Maths, Further 
Maths and Computing but then I had one spare space. 
Physics seemed a logical choice but even the science 

teachers (although not to the detriment of their subjects) were 
recommending that I study a language. 

I was attracted to French because I was doing well in it 
at GCSE and because I was seduced by the possibility of an 
adventure that living in a foreign country, when I’m older, could 
bring.

So, when the first lockdown arrived I knew that I suddenly 
had (an indeterminate amount of ) months to do something 
with. Despite having decided on Physics for my 4th A Level, I 
knew that I wanted to keep up my French skills. I wanted to look 
back on the lockdown and have done something useful with it. 

I decided to start studying the French A Level syllabus. 
I opened the textbook and worked through the first module’s 
exercises with the thought that I might at some point do the AS 
level. I think this illustrates the first thing that I’ve learnt from 
the process: if you want to learn something, just start. A large 
amount of the motivation to keep going comes from the time 
you’ve already invested. 

As I progressed through the content of the textbook, 
despite the fact that I would firmly consider myself a scientist, 
I couldn’t help being enthralled by the details of learning about 
French-speaking countries. In this respect, A Level is very 
different to GCSE - without a doubt you can do well in the A Level 
exams just from being good at the language. But throughout 
the course you learn about cultural topics such as volunteering 
(did you know that there are 20 million volunteers in France?), 
heritage buildings and tourism (France is the most visited 
country by tourists with over 85 million per year) and cinema 
(according to the textbook, although there is some debate, 
cinema was invented in 1895 by Auguste and Louis Lumière, 
two brothers from Besançon). I also investigated political 
issues such as immigration (debating the views of Le Pen, for 
example). You may also decide to study other countries such 
as Sénégal or Québec as part of the process and contrast them 
with France. The best way I can think to describe this is that the 
speaking element of the course, where you use all those facts 
you’ve learnt, is like a set of Geography Case Studies. Studying 
these with flashcards at GCSE was one of my favourite revision 
activities because I learnt so much about the world. In the same 
way I felt enriched by French A Level. I think this also motivated 
me to continue. 

However, there was still one great trepidation hanging 
over me: the dreaded essay questions. I had to study a book and 
a film. I’ll be honest that I got a level 6 in my English Literature 
Mock Exam (although I got an 8 by the end - but I didn’t know 
this yet) so this was going to be the hardest part of the A Level 
for me. I do like reading and watching films, so studying the 
content didn’t feel too much like a chore and the fact they were 
in French gave me the micro-challenge of trying to understand 
the next paragraph, page or chapter. I studied Un Sac de Billes 
and Au Revoir les Enfants which are both about the Occupation 
during the second world war, learning about French history as 

an added bonus. Writing the essay  - only 550 words are actually 
required - was, to my surprise, not stressful. I discovered that 
Mrs Watson was correct at parents’ evening in year 11 when she 
said that if you love the language you get over the fact that you 
have to write an essay.

When we went back to school in September, I’d studied all 
of the AS and two of the A2 themes, the book, and my Individual 
Research Project on Tramways. I still had four topics and the film 
to do. Again, the time I had already sunk into it, the possibility of 
getting a qualification and my interest for the subject meant that 
I was determined to continue to get the full A level. Mrs Twyford, 
whom I must thank wholeheartedly for her involvement in the 
process, told me that I was at about the same point as the 
year 13s. So she offered me the chance to sit the UCAS exam 
with them. It was only listening, reading, writing (L,R,W), the 
easiest paper in my opinion, so I couldn’t be too complacent, 
but I scored quite highly and so I knew I should carry on until 
the finish line. 

Fitting in the last few bits of studying around my four 
other A Levels and revising for, e.g., the Computing Olympiad 
was difficult but French was definitely a respite from my other 
subjects, which you’d probably agree are quite homogeneous.

I’m writing this article in April so I’ve already done the 
essay-writing exam, and I’ve got speaking and L,R,W to go. 
I’m excited for the culmination of the last year of work and if 
all goes to plan in September I’ll have the A Level. I think that 
I’ve finally understood why the science teachers back in year 11 
were recommending French. It definitely gave me an adventure 
and the cultural bits broadened the experience. If you like the 
language, you can do pretty well.

I’d like to end the article by thanking Mme Graham for 
reading my essays, and marking my speaking and writing tests, 
Mme Twyford for having essentially mentored me through the 
process in her free time, and the French assistant Mathilde, with 
whom I practised my speaking. I certainly couldn’t have done it 
without any of them.

If the reader would like to come and ask me about A Level 
French (although you probably don’t, fingers crossed, have 
another lockdown to use to do a fifth A Level) I’d be more than 
happy to recommend websites I used or answer any questions 
about whether it’s a good choice of subject (it is!). 

Hamish Starling L6C



N
ul ne peut douter que les femmes dans Au Revoir les 
Enfants de Louis Malle reflètent un grand nombre 
des idées reçues qu’on anticiperait de voir dans 
un film basé sur une expérience dans un internat 

pour garçons dans les années 40. En effet, la plupart des 
personnages principaux, par exemple le Père Jean, Julien ou 
Jean, sont des garçons ou des hommes. Toutefois, bien que les 
femmes de cette œuvre existent soit comme des objets sexuels, 
des sources d’amour maternel ou des soignantes, elles jouent 
un grand rôle dans la transmission des thèmes de l’amitié, 
l’enfance et l’innocence perdue au spectateur.

Tout d’abord, considérons la façon dont Malle dépeint 
les femmes comme des attirances sexuelles. Mademoiselle 
Davenne, la prof de piano est, depuis sa première apparition, 
regardée amoureusement par les garçons. Ils disent qu’elle 
《 fait exprès pour montrer son cul 》quand elle arrive en 
bicyclette. François essaie de l’attirer et l’embrasse quand 
elle joue du piano pendant le film. Aussi, il décrit 《 la sœur 
de Laviron 》comme 《bandante 》le jour de visite, se livrant 
à l’activité de《 lui faire un frais》. Mais cette dépiction des 
femmes a deux fonctions importantes. Elle souligne le contraste 
entre Julien et son frère, Julien préférant rester en relation 
fusionnelle avec sa mère, plutôt que de chercher les filles. 
L’usage des mots assez vulgaire, dont 《 cul》et 《 bandante》
souligne la nature adulte de la sexualisation des femmes dans 
ce collège, en contraste avec la naïveté de Julien au début. 
Deuxièmement Malle accentue la jalousie et les difficultés 
de l’amitié entre Jean et Julien au début en mettant Davenne 
entre les deux. Julien traite Jean de 《 lèche-cul》à cause de 
ses talents de piano. Il en est plus jaloux car Jean et Davenne 
paraissent contents ensemble, en plan rapproché à travers la 
fenêtre. 

Ensuite, il faut qu’on réfléchisse à l’amour maternel dans 
le film. Dans la scène de la gare, le téléspectateur s’aperçoit 
de la relation spéciale mère-enfant qu’entretiennent Julien 
et sa mère. Mme Quentin lui dit 《 tu me manques à chaque 
instant》quand Julien pleure. Leurs deux corps sont ensemble 
en gros plan, ce qui suggère l’unité du cocon familial. Le 
contraste entre le rouge-à-lèvres de Madame Quentin et les 
couleurs sombres autour accentue le sentiment de perte que 
Julien éprouve en quittant sa mère pour rentrer à l’école. 
Pourtant, il faut noter une fois de plus que Malle emploie 
Madame Quentin non seulement pour ce rapport-ci avec son 
fils. Ce personnage souligne la dureté de la guerre pour les Juifs 
et la perte de l’innocence que François encourage chez Julien 
aussi. Si on n’avait pas vu la tristesse de la séparation entre un 
garçon de 12 ans et ses parents au début du film, on n’aurait 
pas compris combien Jean souffre de ne pas voir les siens dont 
sa mère qui 《 ne m’a pas écrit depuis trois mois》 et son père 
qui est 《 en prison》. L’atrocité de la guerre envers les Juifs 
et tout particulièrement son impact sur les enfants est ainsi 
souligné. De plus, Mme Quentin est le sujet de la conversation à 
l’infirmerie où François prononce les mots 《 les femmes, c’est 
toutes des putes》. Quoiqu’on puisse facilement comprendre 
que c’est une idée incorrecte et démodée, le téléspectateur se 
rend compte du fait qu’en allant au collège, Julien s’expose à 

des idées très adultes. La persécution de son ami, les premiers 
émois amoureux et la séparation de sa mère seront enfin trop 
pour Julien dans la scène finale. En gros plan on voit ses larmes 
qui coulent et on comprend que malgré son jeune âge il a perdu 
son innocence et ne pourra jamais la rattraper. 

Troisièmement, passons vers le rôle soignant des femmes. 
Les deux autres femmes de l’intrigue qui apparaissent plusieurs 
fois sont Mme Perrin et la religieuse de l’infirmerie. Perrin 
s’inquiète de la sécurité des garçons qui vont 《 se tuer avec 
[leurs] échasses》alors qu’elle met un pansement sur le genou 
de Julien. La religieuse soigne Jean et Julien après leur retour 
de la forêt. C’est une vieille idée de la fonction des femmes 
dans la société mais de nouveau ces personnages ont d’autres 
raisons d’être aussi. Bien que le Père Jean 《 ne croie pas que 
Mme Perrin soit innocente 》du vol des provisions du collège, 
c’est elle qui découvre Joseph quand il est en train de prendre 
du lard. C’est cette action qui entraîne le renvoi de Joseph 
et sa délation aux autorités de l’occupation. La religieuse à 
l’infirmerie dénonce par accident Négus en le regardant, ce 
que Malle nous révèle avec un champ-contrechamp. Donc à 
part leurs fonctions évidentes de soigner, ces deux femmes 
contribuent aussi à la progression de l’intrigue.

En guise de conclusion, je dirais que les femmes dans 
Au Revoir les Enfants sont ostensiblement des personnages 
stéréotypés, qui ne servent qu’à être une attirance sexuelle, une 
source d’amour maternel ou une soignante. Toutefois, chacun 
des personnages de Louis Malle peut être considéré à plusieurs 
différents niveaux de compréhension. Donc, ces femmes aident 
Malle à parvenir à ses fins de créer un film de passage à l’âge 
adulte, de témoigner efficacement ses expériences et celles 
des Juifs pendant la 2nde Guerre Mondiale et de créer un chef 
d’œuvre avec une intrigue touchante et un fort effet affectif sur 
le spectateur. 

By Hamish Starling L6C
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German Debating Competion

D
ebating is never easy. Debating topics that you don’t 
necessarily agree with is harder. Debating virtually 
over a somewhat poor internet connection, against 
schools from all over the country is harder still. But 

debating in a foreign language, with introductions, arguments, 
conclusion and rebuttals against the other team all in perfect (or 
in our case, hopefully comprehensible) German was probably 
the biggest, and yet most exciting challenge, that the MFL 
department has to offer.

And so the scene was set, as the four of us, Yueyang and 
Bob from WBGS and Abi and Umika from WGGS, entered the 
Goethe Debating Competition 2021 for the fourth year running. 
Because public speaking in an indoor setting didn’t particularly 
go well with COVID-19, all the rounds of this year’s debating 
competition were to be held online. Although this was somewhat 
a relief to us, as we wouldn’t have to go up on a stage and make 
that dreaded eye contact with everyone in the room, this did 
cause us to be a little uneasy - how were we meant to counter the 
opposition’s arguments if we could barely hear them over Zoom? 
What if our mics broke, or we lost wifi? Could the other school 
possibly hack into our laptops and break the system? 

But all of these trivial problems proved to be nothing 
compared to our reaction to the announcement of our first 
debate topic: we were arguing against the motion that “The 
renaming of colonial and racist buildings and street names is 
justified.” We could not believe our eyes. To argue against what 
seemed to be such an undebatable motion was, at first, almost 
impossible. How were we meant to debate such a topic without 
coming across, ourselves, as racist bigots?

After we calmed down and thought this through, we were 
very kindly offered help by our lords and saviours, Luke and 
Thomas from the Upper Sixth. It was their team who swept 
through the Goethe Debating Competition of 2020, bringing 
home the virtual trophy to WBGS for the first time, as well as 
some small additional electronic devices (so we had a lot to live 
up to!). Seemingly unlimited in their knowledge of current affairs 
and German grammatical prowess, (with Luke having written an 
article on a related matter only last year), they helped us come 
up with compelling arguments: “We cannot rewrite history” and 
“Tackling racism requires more than just renaming buildings,” 
as well as advice on how to improve our performance and public 
speaking techniques. It was with this positive mindset, on a wet 
Wednesday afternoon in November, that we delivered a solid 
win over Chelmsford County High School in the first round of 
this knockout tournament.

Having grown in confidence, we waited for the next polarising 
topic to be conjured up from the infinite wisdom of the Goethe 
Institute. And we were not disappointed, for in January, we were 
greeted by this controversial beast of a motion: “Equal pay of all 
genders is to be recommended.” Only this time, it was a huge 
sigh of relief that came out from us as we discovered we were 
supporting the motion, which only prompted us to ask “How 
exactly could the other team argue against this?” Undeterred, and 
elated that this topic was something we all felt rather strongly 
about, we all began to write our separate paragraphs, from moral, 
historical, scientific and economic perspectives. However, we soon 
realised that what we wrote was far longer than what was allowed 
(4 minutes each!), and so began a tiring process of cutting words, 
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then sentences, then even entire paragraphs. If this process hasn’t taught us 
anything else (which it definitely has), it’s taught us writing concisely is more 
difficult than it looks.

And so, in February, we came face to face (video to video) with 
Ipswich School - only this time, because of the second lockdown, we were 
all in our own homes. And as soon as their team captain spoke, we realised 
the impressive standard of their debating skills. For a topic that seemed 
ridiculous to argue against, their arguments were well rehearsed, clear and 
quite effective. And even if one of their members did give us the impression 
that he might have rather slept in for a bit longer (10am in the morning 
is quite an ask), this round was very close, and waiting for the judges to 
announce the final winner was incredibly intense. Ultimately, we came out as 
the winners, much to our relief, but the Ipswich team deserve a lot of credit 
for delivering such a persuasive debate in the face of an undebatable topic.

Now only one question stood: would Goethe ever come up with a topic 
that could be debated convincingly by both sides? This was soon answered, 
as after a mere two weeks’ rest, we were told to argue against the topic for 
the semifinal: “Social media helps to reduce racism.” Finally- a topic worthy 
of a high-quality debate. 

And what a debate it was! For a start, it was against Dr Challenor’s, 
who won the competition in 2019, so the fight was on. Our arguments of 
the negative exposure and exacerbation social media gives to racist ideas 
were confidently answered with rebuttals regarding freedom of speech and 
raising awareness for marginalised groups by our opponents - although 
we countered this by bringing up significant tragedies provoked by social 
media, such as the Christchurch shooting and, more recently, the Capitol Hill 
riots. Based on the arguments alone, you’d be fooled into thinking that this 
was a civilised, hard-fought discussion.

And in some ways, it was. But somehow, Dr Challenor’s brought a little 
extra to the virtual table - in the form of a comedic mask for ‘humour’, and a 
recurring “I’ve just been sent a message” theme, whereby their phone would 
purposefully ring out at the end of each speech, in the hope of emphasising 
a point so advanced that only the judges and Confucius could understand. 
Gimmicks aside, we were impressed by their fluency and passion, and after a 
tight-fought 1 hour debate, and another 40 minutes for the judges to decide 
the winner, it was Dr Challenor’s who ultimately made it through to the final.

So close - yet we came up against worthy opponents. On a positive 
note, this saved us an additional two weeks of stress and eternal humiliation 
on Youtube, where instead you can now watch Dr Challenor’s winning 
performance in the final, armed with (we kid you not) aprons, whisks, pink 
teddy bears and confidence that would shatter the Berlin Wall, debating 
gender-specific language against a somewhat bemused and outmatched 
Farnborough College.

However, although we did not quite match our saviours Luke and 
Tom, it was definitely an amazing experience. This debate has allowed 
us to develop an incredible level of confidence and improve our German 
vocabulary (you never know when the topic of colonisation might come 
up), which is an invaluable asset to our German A-level studies. But this all 
could not have been possible without our amazing German assistants, Lucas 
(WBGS) and Annalena (WGGS), who helped us with our points and fine-
tuned and corrected our inevitable grammatical mistakes. And we wouldn’t 
have even made it past the first round without the help of our German 
teachers, Frau Hensman and Frau Brummerstadt, who, among other things, 
bestowed upon us insightful idioms, such as “Klar wie Kloßbrühe” - as clear 
as dumpling broth.

We would highly recommend this experience to everyone, especially 
those interested in languages. It’s insightful, informative and a lot of fun - 
that much is Klar wie Kloßbrühe!

Yueyang Han L6N Bob Chan L6N
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Chez 
nous

C
hez nous, nous préférons manger 
en famille. J’adore quand nous 
nous asseyons ensemble à table.

Mon plat préféré c’est 
la soupe aux tomates. Ma nourriture 
préférée, toutefois, c’est la ratatouille 
niçoise. Je mange beaucoup de légumes 
mais je ne mange jamais de viande car 
je suis végétarien. Je déteste les fruits 
car ils sont vraiment dégoûtants. Ils ne 
sont vraiment pas les meilleurs. Quand 
j’ai très faim l’après-midi, je prends un 
casse-croûte.

Il y a environ un mois, c’était 
l’anniversaire de ma mère, donc nous 
avons mangé à la maison de ma tante 
parce qu’elle cuisine des plats absolument 
delicieux. J’ai pris un sandwich au fromage 
et un gâteau de la forêt noire parce que 
j’adore les choses sucrées, cependant, je 
n’ai pas mangé de croque monsieur, car je 
ne peux pas manger de jambon. Chez ma 
tante, j’ai bu du jus d’orange.

La semaine prochaine, je vais 
manger au Burger King parce que je dois 
aller acheter de nouveaux vêtements. 
Selon moi, ce sera très amusant.

Aarav Pradeep 8P
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SPORTCricket
T

his summer has seen a welcome 
return to competitive sport and 
inter-school fixtures. As a School 
we have had over 40 fixtures 

across 13 different teams with over 170 
pupils representing the School during that 
time.

The 1st XI hosted the MCC 
on 28th June, in the inaugural 
fixture in the new School Cricket 
Pavilion. Whilst the weather was 
not the greatest, we still managed 
to get a full game in, with the 
school ultimately falling just short. 
Success was had by the 1st XI 
against QE Barnet, where we won 
a very tight game by 2 runs. Our 
best performance of the year came 
against Haberdashers, where we 
scored 193-4, with Snehaan Das 

carrying his bat for an unbeaten 79* in his 
final game for the School.

Lower years have experienced 
success in County Cup competitions, with 
the U14s reaching the final, where they 
came up against a very strong Haileybury 

side. Our U12s have also reached the 
County Cup final, where they will also 
play Haileybury at the start of the Autumn 
term.

Our U13s played well in the county 
cup, reaching the semi-finals, and our 

U15s have had a good season, but 
have had some disruption due to 
having had players called up to 
represent the 1st XI.

Overall, it has been an 
enjoyable, if slightly hectic term, 
with over 45 fixtures crammed in to 
the last 5 weeks. My thanks to all 
the teaching staff who have taken 
teams and given up their time on 
Saturdays, and to all the boys who 
have taken pride in representing the 
school this summer.

Mr. Dyson

8 4  S P O R T



Hockey

Only two hockey matches took place this year, but the teams were successful.  
The U14s (pictured) won their round robin tournament with Aldenham School and  

the U15s won 3-1 in their match. 

Athletics
T

his season has been a strange one 
for athletes at Watford Boys. Even 
with all the trials and tribulations, 
we, as a team, performed well 

and had many personal highlights. Whilst 
athletics is an individual sport, I felt 
we really bonded as a team during the 
Summer Term where we competed and 
trained together

From getting the needed footage for 
our GCSEs to sharpening our competitive 
edge against other schools or even just 
getting out and doing sports again, 
athletics this year has served multiple 
purposes.  

Due to Covid-19, it was only our 
senior competitors who could compete. 
Nevertheless, year 7s and 8s came to 
training on Monday and put in an amazing 

amount of effort. I’m sure that they will 
have a bright future in athletics at Watford 
Boys.

Even though we didn’t have a full 
season, we still showcased our abilities. 
With stellar performances on the track 
from Dylan Balchin and Lucas Hart. We 
had athletes like Emmanuel Nyamutenha 
and James Whitney who shone in both 
track and field events.

Although those individuals stood 
out, it was the squad as a whole that 
was our strength. Since people needed 
footage for their GCSE PE assessments, 
we heavily rotated our lineup each week. 
We had multiple people trying out events 
for the first time at an event and we 
remained competitive, and even though 
we didn’t win every event, we still put up 

a significant challenge.
I would also like to use this 

opportunity to thank the teachers who 
enabled us to compete at all these events. 
Teachers like Mr Beere and Mr Silver and 
many more. They took time out of their 
day to help us train, teach us technique or 
even just being able to take us to events. 
Without them, we would not have been 
able to do the sport that many of us love 
to do.

Daniel Olaniran 10G, Captain. 
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Racquet sports

T
his year rules regarding bubbles, 
extra cleaning and social 
distancing have meant that we 
have been only able to offer a 

limited programme of extra-curricular 
racquet sports.

Tennis was first to get going in 
September and West Herts Tennis Club 
offered many of our boys the chance of 
training with Mr Shann independently of 
the school, which a lot took advantage of 
until the start of Winter, which is the norm. 
Unfortunately, subsequent lockdown rules 
kept the tennis club closed until after 
Easter when coaching resumed and has 
continued with regularity on Wednesdays 
after school.

Mr Shann’s guidance has enabled 
many of our boys to play tennis and keep 
fit and healthy. If your son is interested in 

playing over the summer, please contact 
Mr Shann davidshann666@gmail.com

Tennis being an outdoor racquet 
sport, has been the most Covid ‘friendly’ 
sport, and the only racquet sport in 
which the governing bodies arranged 
competitive matches. Thanks must go 
to Hugo Allen and Charlotte Mills from 
the LTA for organising all the competitive 
fixtures which we played in.

Immediately after Easter tennis 
trials were held to select the most adept 
players for the different squads. Masters 
Hall, Asadi and Chenia were outstanding 
captains during this selection process and 
skilfully helped select their squads of 
players.

The Senior B team were first on court 
on 27th April (See full report ‘Watford 
boys holding court’) The B team made 

it through to the quarter finals of our 
group before being beaten by Sir William 
Borlase Grammar School (SWBGS) but the 
A team reached the final round where they 
were beaten by SWBGS, who progressed 
to the national finals currently being held 
in Nottingham.

Our year 7/8 and 9/10 A & B 
teams played in Division 1 and Division 
2 respectively. Only the 7/8 B team made 
it out of their group stage and were 
subsequently declared joint winners. All 
the results can be seen on the LTA web 
site.

In school, the year 7-9 competition 
and Road to Wimbledon ran over the 
course of many break and registration 
times. Many boys played in this, though 
sadly many others could not due to having 
to isolate. Eventually and deservedly, year 

Tennis
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A
lthough there were no 
competitive Badminton fixtures, 
the badminton scene has 
flourished. As the Badminton 

club opened, we had more year 7 boys 
wanting to play than we could safely have 
people playing so the Wednesday year 7 
Badminton club was limited in the number 
of year 7 players, all of them justified their 
inclusion by their regular attendance and 
enthusiasm.

Year 8s had slightly fewer players 
initially so we were allowed to open up to 
a few select year 9s who played socially 
distanced from the year 8s. We have had 
the good fortune of having Mr Mahbubani 
come in and coach 8/9 boys and even 
managed to arrange a friendly match 
against Webber school, Milton Keynes, 
one of England’s strongest Badminton 
playing schools. Our A team lost but our 
B team won this match: congratulations 
to all the boys who took part. I am looking 

forward to seeing more from them in the 
next year’s competitions.

As the weather got warmer Mrs 
Webster introduce some fun badminton 
on Wednesday break and registration 
for many of the year 9s, who greatly 
appreciated her efforts at getting them 
out and playing.

S
ince April we have managed 
to run two training sessions, 
on Mondays after school, for 
over 40 year 7 boys. With the 

guidance from a National Coach, Mr 
Baraty supported by school staff Ms 
Dzierbicka and Dr White. It has been great 
to see so many boys playing and hopefully 
we will see many more playing next year 
as different age groups can be brought 
together.

We even managed to arrange a 
friendly match against a John Hampden 
Grammar School for 8 year 7-9s.  

Over the course of this year whilst in 
school we have given the boys the best we 
could and in return we have got the best 
out of them. Thanks to you boys and the 
support of your staff and parents we can 
look forward to many more happy days 
of racquet sports, and a healthy habit of 
sport which should last a lifetime.

Dr White  (Racquet sports coordinator.)

Badminton Table Tennis

9s Max Pendry and Kian Asadi met in 
the final, which Kian won, and went into 
the county round in which he came a 
respectable fourth.

To end the school year we have 
managed to procure the services of a 
professional coach to run two half day 
sessions on 12th and 13th July, a great way 
to finish off the year for our lower school 
players who have done so well this year 
despite the difficulties.

Watford boys holding court.
The silence has been deafening, almost 
unbearable not to hear the sound of 
leather on Willow, as Watford boys get 
yet another 6, no crash of bodies as two 
scrums collide, no satisfy zing of a ball 
hitting the sweet spot of a stroke.

Competitions have been dormant, 
like sleeping giants for over a year.

With one thunderous clap we have 
now accelerated into infinity and the 
match is now back on again, we are back 
in the hunt and sitting in pole position. It 
is your time again, a time to shine, a time 
to win.

The Watford B under 18 tennis 
match versus Bedford A was the nail 
biting classic that everyone here 
dreams of seeing. Year 10’s Dylan Yadav 
kick started the match into life with a 
thrilling emphatic 6-1, 6-1 victory over 
Bedford’s Number 1 player, who is ranked 

considerably higher than Dylan. You don’t 
need a crystal ball to see that this boy is 
going places. This was quickly followed by 
yet another success as year 9’s Kian Asadi 
justified his inclusion in the squad, with a 
6-4, 6-2 victory against Bedford’s Number 
2 player. Just as Watford B were storming 
into a lead, disaster struck in the form of a 
broken string for Alejandro To-Salvatierro; 
after a speedy change of racket he 
continued but was unable to capitalise 
on early victories losing 6-1, 6-4 against 
a massive serving opponent. Meanwhile 
Kayaan Chander’s 3rd seed match was 
swinging away from him; despite winning 
the first set 7-5 he lost the second set 2-6 
and the match went into a tie break shoot 
out. Just as Kaayan emerged victorious 
10-6 in the tie break, the Asadi /Yadav 
pairing lost the first set of the doubles. 
Showing true Watford grit they pressed 
on in the second match winning them a 
6-1 victory to set up the second tie break 
of this tense match with Bedford A. Pain 
was written through Yadav, like Brighton 
through a stick of rock; the tension was 
mounting in Asadi and his volleying was 
showing it, in the tightly fought tie break 
which Bedford A went on to win.

Only a win in the second doubles 
match would seal a victory for Watford 
B.‘Cometh the hour cometh the man’ - 
like so many times before our super-sub 
Husayn Merali entered the fray like a 

gladiator but the Lions of Bedford had 
other plans, consolidating their 6-4 
victory in the first set, they proceeded 
to break Husayn’s serve and press home 
their advantage. With the match heading 
towards a 3-3 tie and deciding shoot 
out, thoughts off the courts turned to 
who would be fit enough and motivated 
enough to enter a fourth hour of play. 
Meanwhile Merali was weathering a storm 
and coming up smelling of roses and 
motivating Chander’s stylish consistency 
to yet another level. As Watford B came 
back into the game winning the second 
set 7-5 and setting up a thrilling, but nail 
biting finale in the form of a third tie break. 
In his time at Watford, Merali has faced 
adversity like Potter versus Voldemort; he 
does not flinch but sets out to overcome 
and shows this time and time again, his 
head is held high and those around him 
are motivated by this determination. So 
it was again as Watford B capitalised on 
a now faltering Bedford A side and the 
spoils were ours in a 10-4 tiebreak finish, 
the first of many more Watford victories to 
come. The fans would have gone wild, if 
they were there, but a round of applause 
would probably do for now.

Team: Dylan Yadav, Kian Asadi, Kayaan 
Chander, Alejandra To-Salvatierro and 
Husayn Merali.
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The Wombats sweep the LISBA Varsity Basketball tournament
Overview of the day:

Watford Boys Grammar School Wombats 
were invited to the LISBA Varsity Basketball 
Day Competition on Saturday the 19th of 
June. Mill Hill, Dwight, Forrest, UCS and 
WBGS were all invited to the 5 game, and 
two competition, long tournament. The 
two competitions were a dunk contest, 
with 9.5ft rims, and a three point contest. 
Ollie, despite being in year 10 and the 
youngest player in the tournament, won 
the dunk contest for the Wombats. 

Match 1:  Watford vs Mill Hill 21-20 

Player of the game: Tom Ocquidant 
The first match was against Mill Hill where 
we narrowly beat them by 1 point to take 
our first win of the tournament. As the 
first match of the tournament, it became 
quite scrappy, both teams opting for more 
of a physical route. Tom led the team in 
scoring, hitting three threes in the first 
half to allow the whole team to start 
warming up offensively. 

Match 2: Watford vs UCS 34-12

Player of the game: Johan Kato 
Match 2 was against UCS. It was a 
devastating blowout from the very start 
of the match. UCS seemed to be the less 
experienced team out of the two. We came 
in now warm from the first match, able to 
comfortably score and defend effectively. 
In the second quarter of the match, Johan 
was brought on where it seemed as if he 
couldn’t miss, scoring 7 in 5 minutes and 
was able to take over for the rest of the 
match.

Match 3: Watford vs Forrest 38-15

Player of the game: Seb Wynn
Match 3 was against Forrest School. 
Despite the landslide score, Forrest was 
a very good team. They had a particularly 
fast hustler at their point guard spot, who 
scored every single point for their team. In 
the first half we were very turnover prone, 
preventing us from scoring and giving 
their star easy buckets. At half time the 
score was 14-15 to Forrest and we seemed 
to be on ropes. However the player of 
the game, Seb, locked down their point 
guard preventing them from even scoring 
a single point in the second half. 

Match 4: Watford vs Dwight 24-21 

Player of the game: Sidney Sarpong 
Match 4 was by far the most interesting 
and tense of all the matches. Dwight had 
won all their matches and so had Watford. 
This meant match 4 was either win the 
tournament or go home as losers. They 
had a star shooting guard who had won 
the three point contest so we knew he 
was a threat from beyond the arc.  We put 
Sidney on the three point contest winner 
to stop their star from scoring and Sid was 
also a great scoring option for the team, 
making him the player of the game. 

Player overviews 

The team: Sidney Sarpong, Seb Wynn, 
Harry Burke, Gabriel Linington, Ollie 
Fredrickson, Elorm Dumor, Drew Mistry, 
Amveer, Johan Kato, Tom Ocquidant, Tom 
Connor, Edmund Zuela
Sidney Sarpong - SF
Sid is our go to scorer, able to score at 
all three levels but specialises in the pick 
n roll drive and the midrange. He’s able 

to lock down the opposition, guarding 
3-5 extremely well, but still being able 
to guard the smaller players. Using his 
strength, athleticism, and skill around the 
basket 
Seb Wynn - PG/SG
Seb is the primary ball handler when 
he’s on the floor using his shifty dribble 
moves, speed, agility and his basketball 
knowledge to help initiate plays and 
stretch the floor. Seb specialises in 
being a floor general and being able to 
knockdown shots from beyond the arc. 
Harry Burke - PF
Harry is extremely proficient in his 
rebounding and blocking ability, able 
to cause havoc in the paint, normally 
guarding 4-5, but can even guard other 
positions. However, don’t let this make 
you take anything away from his offensive 
skills, as he’s able to give you a bucket at 
any time you need. 
Gabriel Linington - C/PF
Gabriel is able to hit down the midrange 
shot consistently and is most effective 
in the pick n pop, being able to have the 
free uncontested mid ranges or top of the 
key threes. He also has deceptive speed 
and blocking ability as most people don’t 
realise he’s in blocking distance due to his 
long wingspan.
Ollie Fredrickson - C/PF
Ollie is able to hit down shots consistently 
from anywhere on the court making 
him, no doubt, a three level scorer. Ollie 
specialises in iso plays as he’s able to 
knock down contested threes and mids, 
but also doesn’t shy away from attacking 
the basket and finishing with some 
contact.

Basketball
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Elorm Dumor - SG/PG
Elorm is a sneakily athletic guard for the 
team as he’s able to clean the glass at 
any time you need. However he’s also 
guarding older more experienced guards 
on a regular basis being able to lock 
them down as one of our most proficient 
perimeter lockdowns. He’s also able 
to knockdown both the three and the 
midrange as he’s one of the best shooters 
on the team.
Drew Mistry PG/SG
Drew’s best attribute on the team is his 
unwavering hustle, not shying away from 
guarding bigger opponents and even 
sprinting back to prevent a fast break 
which many other players wouldn’t bother 
doing. He’s also one of the best three 
point shooters on the team, which is a 
vital skill at the point guard spot, being 
extremely skilled in fadeaways and tough 
shots.
Amveer Gurung - SF/SG
Amveer is extremely skilled around the 
basket specialising in floaters, midranges 
and finishing with contact. He’s not afraid 
to attack the larger player, being especially 
good at catching offensive rebounds and 

putting them straight back up for an easy 
2 points. His ability to score at all three 
levels means that defenders have to be 
constantly aware of his position and they 
have to stick on to him like glue. 
Johan Kato - SG
Johan is one of our veteran players, able 
to teach the whole team and be a floor 
general in crunch time and throughout 
the match as a whole. He has the ability to 
take over games if he gets hot, especially 
in game 2 of the tournament. He uses his 
step back and his dribbling ability to get 
open shots and is able to convert isolation 
plays in tense situations. 
Tom Ocquidant - SG/PF
Tom is our best three point shooter. He 
went into the contest and finished 2nd 
showing his insane efficiency from beyond 
the arc. He also is deceptively strong, 
normally guarded by a PG or a SG due to 
his lethal three point shot, this causes 
mismatches in almost every situation as 
he’s able to attack all positions on the 
court.
Tom Conner - C
One of the most improved players in the 
squad, Tom is able to use his size, strength 

and soft touch around the basket to easily 
dismantle a defence in light fashion. He is 
able to consistently hit midranges adding 
extra depth to his bag. Due to his size he 
is also able be an anchor to the defence 
with his blocking ability causing people 
to shy away from attacking the basket 
and forcing them to take difficult shots 
over him. 
Edmund Zuela - SF/SG
Edmond is an all around threat being one 
of the most intelligent players and able 
to score at all three levels opting for the 
midrange route being able to hit shots 
down efficiently and effectively with jump 
shots and/or fadeaways. He is also one of 
the best finishers, especially with his left 
hand, and is deceptively athletic having 
one of the highest vertical jumps in the 
squad.

However the most important players of 
all are Mr Curwen and Ms Shah, taking 
up every single Friday evening to help 
support the team in both coaching and 
teaching us extracurricular skills. A big 
thank you to both of them .

Gabriel Linington 12B
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Sports  
Day

W
hile students and teachers wait eagerly each 
year for sports day, this year there was greater 
anticipation. With very few events where the entire 
school can gather (due to COVID restrictions), this 

was the first sports day since the beginning of the pandemic and 
the overall attitude was one of high spirits with many people 
saying, ‘Let’s do it!’ 

Each year, sports day provides time for students and 
teachers to relax, especially after the exam season. However, this 
year, sports day allowed everyone to celebrate the end of the exam 
season and an unusual school year. No matter the weather, the 
joy of spending time with your friends is something that everyone 
looks forward to and sports day provides the opportunity to do just 
that. With each form group cheering their peers, there were many 
successes throughout the day, particularly in the 400m races. 

Although there were times where some pupils faced 
challenges during the races, the encouragement from the 
teachers and other students kept them going, showing a real 
sense of camaraderie.

One of the most awaited events in sports day history was 
the ‘teacher and sixth form’ race. The 4 x100m relay was very 
competitive this year, with the Maths and the PE department 
competing against two sixth form teams. While the Maths 
department had an extremely good start, it was the sixth form 
team (finished by our Head Boy, Sidney Sarpong) who stole the 
victory. 

Additionally, the final announcement which everyone is 
always excited to hear is which is the winning house. Although 
the combined scores were very close, it was Turner House 
that won. This was closely followed by Bushey, then Platt. 
Congratulations to these forms and everyone who participated. 
I would finally like to say that sports day was an exceedingly 
uplifting event which was well organised by the teachers and 
senior prefect team. The opportunity to relax and demonstrate 
our teamworking abilities is something that all students have 
benefited from. The day was highly successful and entertaining 
especially under the unpredictable circumstances we have 
recently faced.

Rishi Parikh L6F
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From Ruins To Redemption 

A
nger. Hatred. Disgust. These 
words portrayed my feelings 
on the dark day that was the 
26th July 2020. How could this 

happen? Why has it resulted in us taking 
a step down into the despicable league 
that is the Championship? We are a better 
side than all the teams around us and yet 
we let our standards slip to become one 
of the most underperforming teams of the 
decade. Every Watford fan can side with 
me on this. There cannot be any excuses. 

We deserved to get relegated. We did 
not spend money in the key positions 
we needed. It was a disaster waiting to 
happen. As a Football club we had to take 
this on the chin and learn from it. 

As a lifelong Watford fan I have to be 
honest with myself, I was not optimistic 
about the season ahead. There was no 
doubt in my mind that we had the star 
quality but it was about transferring this 
entity into a powerful winning side. As we 
prepared for the tough season ahead we 

sold multiple players that could’ve had a 
great impact on our side. However we did 
bring in some young talented prospects 
that added youth and energy into our 
team. As every Watford fan knows, you 
can’t go into a new season having the 
same manager as last year. So same old 
Watford, we brought in a new manager 
that nobody had heard of and no one 
could connect with. Hopefully this would 
be a fresh start to a new beginning.

The new season started on the 
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Christian Kabasele’s 
Shirt

On the 23rd April, the day before Watford were going to play Millwall, 
an important game which could secure them promotion to the premier 
league, I sent Christian Kabasele (a Watford FC defender) a message, 
wishing him luck and asking for his football shirt, should they win.

On the next day Watford beat Millwall 1-0, which led to 
celebrations at Vicarage Road and Watford town centre. After the 
celebrations, Christian Kabasele knocked on my door and gave me his 
shirt, which he had signed for me. What a nice gesture from a great 
ambassador for the club.

Fabio Ponzini 9T

11th of September 2020. Our first match 
was against  Middlesbrough. This boring 
match resulted in a 1-0 win to the Hornets. 
Although the match was lacklustre and 
had no moment of brilliance we still 
managed to win the game and come up 
on top. We knew the season was going 
to be hard so this was a sign of things 
to come. The next match was against 
Sheffield Wednesday, this game resulted 
in an uninspiring 0-0 draw. Then it was 
the big one! The M1 derby. The game that 
every Watford fan was looking forward 
to. The match against Luton Town. There 
have been many altercations and grueling 
matches against Luton but we couldn’t let 
our emotions get the better of us. As the 
ref blew the final whistle I was jumping for 
joy; we had won due to a brilliant finish 
by the Brazilian wonder boy Joao Pedro. 
He was only 18 years old and pulled off 
a magnificent performance to win us the 
game against our biggest rivals. 

As the season continued our form 
was very inconsistent and we couldn’t 
grasp how the championship worked. 
The lack of important wins resulted in 
our manager Vladimir Ivic getting sacked 
after only 4 months in the job. People 
were flabbergasted and were disgusted 
with the owners of Watford. However I 
had faith - I knew that our owners would 
bring in someone who would transfer 
our team into a beating machine. Then 
Xisco Munoz was appointed. The Watford 
Guardiola as some may say. I was proud 
to say that we have an amazing manager. 
The changes that occurred were crazy. 
One change that was brilliant was seeing 
Francisco Sierralta turn into the Chilean 

Maldini. The performances gradually 
started to become better and we looked 
like a team that was ready for anything. 
We beat top of the league Norwich and 
looked in a brilliant position. 

One game that comes to mind as 
a turning block was a 2-1 win against 
Cardiff City. It was 1-1 up until the 93rd 
minute. We had a free kick on the edge 
of the box. Our left back Adam Masina 
took it and smashed it in to make it 2-1 to 
the golden boys.That was our first direct 
free kick that Watford scored since 2015. 
There were absolute limbs in my house 
and I think we can say that for every other 
Watford fan. From extreme celebrations in 
the dug out to cries of joy on the Cycling 
Gk’s youtube channel. From then on I had 
belief that we would be promoted back to 
the holy grail that is the Premier League.

24th of April. The day that every fan 

had set the calendars for. The day that we 
could officially become a premier league 
side again. Of course the match was 
against Millwall. We had to beat them to 
carve our way back to the promised land. 

“We are going up, say we are going 
up!” We finally did it. We had won 1-0 
against Millwall. Celebrations were crazy. 
Seeing everyone so happy was beautiful. 
People jumping in the pond and seeing 
everyone with happy smiles was such a 
contrast to last year. 

Special shoutouts go to specific 
players like our top goalscorer Ismaila 
Sarr. Our Kante in the midfield Will 
Hughes and our rock at the back Francisco 
Sierralta and of course our inside source 
of entertainment the Cycling GK Ben 
Foster.

Suleman Ali 11G
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Mr Matthews shamelessly taking yet another 
selfie opportunity with a Watford FC player. 

Thank you to Kiko Femenia.
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Gill Woods
Gill joined Watford Boys in September 2008 as 
the Head of Department and has now decided 
to hang up her painting apron and retire to 
pursue her many interests, including tennis, 
dancing, walking, theatre and the arts.  The 
department will miss her greatly, not just for the 
friendship and camaraderie that exists between 
the members of the team but her organisational, 
creative and all-round leadership skills.  

During her time at the school, Gill has 
been instrumental in organising some of the 
large artworks around the school, particularly 
the wall canvas prints in the 6th Form area 
and the portrait of Ernest Scott Household 
to celebrate the opening of the new sports 
pavilion at the New Field.  Gill also identified 
and commissioned ex-art students to produce 
portraits of Martin Post and John Holman and 
the stained glass window in the main hall to 
celebrate the school’s 300th centenary in 2012.  

Over the 13 years that Gill has been 
at WBGS, she has organised many trips to 
galleries and museums and entered the school 
in several student art exhibitions at the Mall 
Galleries in London for which a number of our 
students received awards.  The GCSE students 
also enjoyed solar printing workshops with an 
external artist courtesy of Gill.

Gill will be greatly missed by her team in 
Art but we all wish her a very long, happy and 
healthy retirement where she can do all the 
things she enjoys without having to worry about 
going to work!

LB

Jess Callow
Jess started here as a newly qualified teacher 
in July 2008 having impressed her English 
colleagues a) as an extremely dedicated student 
teacher who was able to produce innovative 
detailed lesson in record time and b) as a 
doyenne of social fun.

We were not disappointed. She proved 
to be so efficient and effective that she was 
promoted rapidly from being head of KS4 and 
then to Head of Department, dealing admirably 
with the analyses of numerical results that she 
had pretended beyond her English domain.

In her early days of being head of 
department, Jess led the department confidently 
through significant changes of specification in 
English Language and Literature GCSE. English 
Departments are full of ‘characters’ and Jess 
managed to successfully find ways to lead her 
troupe. In particular, many student teachers 
will be grateful to Jess for her sensitive and 
supportive guidance that have led to their own 
successes in the profession.

Jess’s contribution to the social life, 
both in and outside of school is legendary 
and she leaves us with many long standing 
friends. There is no doubt that she and her 

partner, Dan, will have many visitors, Covid 
permitting, in Hong Kong where they are 
moving to work in an international school.

We wish them both the very best in this 
exciting venture.

JM

Kowstubha Krishnaswamy
The first time Kowstubha set foot in the Learning 
Support Department at Watford Boys was not 
as a new member of staff, but as an outside 
speaker. She had been asked to present as part 
of a university module on Autism. She spoke 
with such a depth of knowledge and conviction 
of purpose that we were all awestruck, and it 
became clear to those of us listening that this was 
someone we needed in the department and who 
shouldn’t be allowed to slip away from us. So, 
much to her surprise, she found herself invited 
back to Dr Gunton’s office to be offered a job 
there and then. Thankfully she accepted.

Kowstubha’s talents are considerable. 
Alongside her specialist teacher role in Learning 
Support she worked as an exceptional and 
inspiring maths teacher, juggling both time 
consuming roles with an air of calm. Not satisfied 
with these challenges she also studied for the 
qualifications to enable her to take on the role 
of SENDCo in 2018. She took to this role with 
enthusiasm which couldn’t help but rub off on to 
the Learning Support staff. She introduced Lead 
LSA roles to further develop the expertise of her 
staff and has always been so supportive of us all. 

All of us at Watford Boys, particularly 
the Learning Support and Maths departments, 
wish Kowstubha every success in the future in 
her new role as Lead SENCo at UCL Academy. 
Her tenacity, tirelessness, and willingness to 
help are attributes she has demonstrated to 
both staff and boys over the years, and it is 
safe to say that we will all miss her greatly.

DS/KL/TC

Felicity Woods
Felicity Woods joined the school as a trainee 
English teacher in 2017. In her four years at 
the school she has impressed us all with her 
knowledge and enthusiasm for the subject; 
particularly noteworthy is her prodigious reading 
of poetry (whisper it but this is an acquired taste 
even among some English teachers). She is 
also known for her conscientious and caring 
approach with students – how can you give lovely 
student x less than 20 out of 30 when they’re so 
nice? This said, students have occasionally been 
on the receiving end of her ‘always on duty’ 
approach to school life; whether walking across 
the playground or walking through Cassiobury 
Park she has administered a number of caustic 
tellings-off to any students who thought they 
could misbehave with impunity.

Her work with students on the BBC Young 
Reporter programme has been very successful 

and hugely appreciated by the students who 
have taken part. She has helped to run the 
school’s LGBTQ+ Society in a similar vein, 
providing support and guidance to students 
across the school. Felicity has also drawn on 
her past experience as a TEFL (Teaching English 
as a Foreign Language) teacher in order to help 
students with very little English; some of these 
students had only recently moved to the UK and 
Felicity’s work with them helped to settle them in 
and also enabled further support to be provided.

We wish Felicity all the very best as she 
heads to sunny Spain with her husband and 
young son.  She is a remarkable person and 
teacher, and will no doubt be as successful 
teaching in Spain as she has been at Watford 
Boys.  We will miss her very much.

JG

Stuart Williams
After over 15 years of exemplary service to 
both the PE Department and more latterly 
the History Department, Stuart is finally 
leaving Watford to start an exciting new 
golfing adventure. Stu has been an absolute 
tour de force at school and thrown himself 
in to all teaching, Games and friendships 
throughout his time with great gusto. He will 
be sadly missed by all students who have 
tried to outdo him with his gelled quiff or 
marksmanship with a bow and arrow or any 
type of ball and all fans of Renee from Allo’ 
Allo’/The Artful Dodger - take your pick for his 
snazzy waistcoats and sense of mischief!

JM

Carol Montague
Carol joined the Learning Support Department 
way back when the whole department was 
squeezed into what is now LCL3. She soon 
became the go-to LSA for maths support, 
having huge enthusiasm for the subject, 
and some would say an inexplicable love of 
quadratic equations. She even managed to 
become a master of Maths Braille, no mean 
feat when you realise there are only six dots 
available to represent all the numbers and 
symbols of the whole subject. 

Her enthusiasms and knowledge didn’t 
end with maths however. As a practising 
NCT teacher she came with both biological 
knowledge of childbirth as well as props – the 
knitted breasts a highlight. She is a talented 
gardener and has supplied the department 
with fruit and vegetables from her amazing 
allotment. Her chocolate banana cake is also 
legend. 

It is safe to say that Carol will find 
plenty to do in retirement - these passions, 
along with a new grandson, vying for her time. 
We will miss her, but know that she will always 
remain part of the team.

DS
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2020-2021 Senior Prefects
Head Boy

Ali Shah  

Deputies 
James Foley, Jacob Haddo, Aarush Lal

Head Boy Team
Daniel Baars, Alex Chase, Dominic Dale, Luke Dale, Tim Hire, Praveen Kathirvasan

Khush Pau, Luca Ponzini, Ben Post, Fred Roberts, Charlie Scott
Saksham Sidana, Harry Soma, Akhil Sonecha, Archie Stevens, Qadeer Zaman

Senior Prefects
Kyran Alles-Shah

Johan Kato
Ethan Underwoo 

Rafi Brister
Sami Majeed
Arnav Verma

Shyam Chandarana
Joseph Miller

Jerry Yang
Edward Chen

Imran Omerdeen
Kai Zhou

Thomas Connor
Shiv Parmar

Ethan Crockford

Ravi Patel
Krish Desai

Nathan Phua
Justin Dieobi

Gianpaolo Piccirillo
Avishar Dutta
James Rafferty

Harrison Francis
Rajiv Raichoora

Dhilan Gohil
Rohit Ramanan
Finlay Graham
Avi Ruparelia

Jaishulin Harsiani
James Savage

Bilal Hassan
Adam Serag

Harry Henderson
Peter Shaw

Pallav Hingu
Alex Silva

Aliyan Hussain
Ben Smith

Gopinath Jani
Max Springer
Anderson Jolly

Morgan Springer
Sevak Juss

James Turvey
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Year 11
For excellence,  
effort and progress during Year 11

Subhan Aslan English Language, History
Ben Beesley Cricket
Harry Burke Basketball
Pedro Cardoso French, GCSE Excellence
Bob Chan Biology
Ibrahim Chaudry Classical Civilisation
Daniel Cheek Paula Goad Award for Attendance
Nishanth Raj Dhinakaran Exceptional Progress in GCSE Exams
James Elcock Spanish
Muhammad Gulamhussein Resolute Learner Award
Yueyang Han German, Mathematics, Music, GCSE Excellence
Cem Harwood Hockey
Irfaan Kanji Physical Education
Jibran Khan Chemistry
Wasil Khan Exceptional Progress in GCSE Examinations
Lewis MacLeod English Literature, Latin, PRE, GCSE Excellence
Akshay Mehta GCSE Excellence
Lakshman Rajaloganathan Award for Determination in Learning
Riki Prescott Science Double Award
Sidney Sarpong Athletics
Shah Santosh Art, Geography
Arthur Simcenco Alchemist Prize for Upper School Drama
Hamish Starling Computing, Physics
Christopher Stathakis Product Design
Tobias Elliott Rugby

Lower Sixth
For excellence,  
effort and progress during the Lower Sixth 

David Adu-Manuh Philosophy, Religion & Ethics
Matthew Bennett Computing
Noah Buckle Psychology
Jibraeel Chenia French
Alexander Chohan History
Thomas Connor Economics
Dominic Dale Product Design
Luke Dale English Language & Literature, German
Snehaan Das Cricket
Bashir Farhal Chemistry
Thomas Farnsworh Music
James Foley Hockey, Elite Sportsman
Jacob Haddo Latin
Pallav Hingu Young Enterprise/Young Engineers
Timothy Hire Geography
Praveen Kathirvasan Biology
Connor McShannon Sport & Physical Education
Mehta Shae English Literature
Shay Rafter Rugby
Krishi Seksaria Mathematics, Physics
Adam Serag Cross Country
Peter Shaw Politics
Archie Stevens Alchemist Prize for Upper School Drama
James Turvey Ancient History
Thomas Wall Art
Jerry Yang Economics
Edmund Zuela Basketball

Upper Sixth
For excellence,  
effort and progress during the Upper Sixth course

Ali Abdulla Governors’ Prize for Services to the School
Max Adam Debating, PE Posner Prize for Geography, 

Governors’ Prize for Services to the School and  
Woolams’ Prize for Excellence in A Level Examinations

James Barret Keith Turner Prize for Mathematics,  
Loydell Prize for Physics and  

Woolams’ Prize for Excellence in A Level Examinations
Arthur Childs Dos Santos Stanley Rous Prize for Spanish
Robert  Curwen Economics,  

Governors’ Prize for Services to the School
Angus Forrest Governors’ Prize for Services to the School
Cavin Ganesh Exceptional Progress in A Level Examinations
Reggie Gonzales Basketball
Paul Greally FW Thomas Prize for Music, Psychology
JaishulinAlchemist Prize for Upper School Drama
Ethan Jackson Product Design
Harry Kendal OFA Prize for Sport & PE
Sulayman Khan WR Carter Prize for Chemistry
Hamad Khan Governors’ Prize for Services to the School
Rutvik Khedkhar Exceptional Progress in A Level Examinations
Amaan Manji Stanley Rous Prize for Hockey
Archie McCann Philip Proffit Prize for Physical Science, 

Brearley Prize for Politics and  
Woolams’ Prize for Excellence in A Level Examinations 

James Milford FH Openshaw Prize for Elite Sportsman, 
Governors’ Prize for Services to the School 

Aryan Patel Robert Silver Prize for Applied Economics, 
Governors’ Prize for Services to the School

Sahir Patel Debating, Rod Sadgrove Prize for Cross Country, 
Governors’ Prize for Services to the School  

and Woollams’ Prize for Excellence in A Level Examinations 
Josh Patel Governors’ Prize for Services to the School
Tej Raval Latin
Francesco Rodrigues Harry Bibring Prize for Philosophy, 

Religion & Ethics 
James Ryan FH Openshaw Prize for Elite Sportsman 
Mustafa Saleem Keith Turner Prize for Mathematics, 
Jaseepan Seralathan Ancient History and Woolams’ 

Prize for Excellence in A Level Examinations 
Jack Shute Stanley Rous Prize for Rugby
Sivanujan Sivakumaran Biology
Charles Smith FH Vincent Prize for English Literature,  

Sir Frederick Pedler Prize for History,  
Governors’ Prize for Services to the School 

Sachin Solanki Applied Science,  
William Sullivan Prize for German

Edward Stock Tommy Thompson Prize for Cricket
Trey Tallon Governors’ Prize for Services to the School
Chi Kei Christopher Tang FH Vincent Prize for English 

Language & Literature,  
Governors’ Prize for Services to the School 

Benjamin Walldock French,  
Governors’ Prize for Services to the School

Thomas White Computing
Oliver Withell JR Smith/Southern Prize for Art
Emmanuel Zewdu EJ Slinn Prize for Biological Science 



ARE YOU CONSIDERING SELLING 
OR LETTING YOUR HOME?

Family homes are in huge demand at the moment. They are getting 
snapped up extremely fast, often after just one day of viewings, 
having received multiple offers. We have a selection of pre-qualified, 
keen buyers & tenants, looking for family homes in the area who are 
pushing prices up.

Do you know how much your 
home is worth now? 
To find out, give us a call on 
01923 252505 or email 
watford@sewellgardner.com
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