
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Headmaster 

Welcome to the February half-term newsletter. As I prepared my message for the previous edition, Christmas was 

approaching, everyone was ready for the break and hoping to spend time with family and loved ones. The Christmas 

holidays turned out to be very different from any seasonal break we’ve had before, but I hope you all still managed 

to find some time for rest and relaxation. The New Year brought with it a new set of new challenges and yet again 

the whole School community has faced these with resolve and a proactive attitude. 

The decision by the Government to move to remote learning at the beginning of term was delivered very late in the 

day, but staff were prepared. Indeed, training to optimise the education we provide remotely had been taking place 

since September and our dedicated teachers continue to monitor and review practices to ensure remote teaching is 

always developing and employing the most effective methods. 

I understand how difficult it is to remain motivated and focused whilst studying remotely, yet the overall 

engagement boys have shown across their lessons is worthy of praise. There is no doubt that these are difficult times 

and I take this opportunity to commend students for their tenacity, hard work and resilience, and to parents and 

families whose support and encouragement is vital. 

When it came to presenting the news from around the school for a half-term of remote ‘lockdown learning’ I will 

admit that I was somewhat apprehensive about the quantity of material we would be able to source! But I never fail 

to be impressed by the ability to adapt and the enthusiasm that resonates from the staff and the student body of 

Watford Boys. I hope you enjoy reading all of the wonderful news from around the school. 

Mr Ian Cooksey 

Headmaster  
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Computing News       

Despite the challenges of the school starting 2021 in lockdown, 

the Computing Department with the help and leadership of Hamish Starling 

and Harsh Brahmbhatt (both Year 12 students), have managed to launch a 

Virtual Computing Society this January to GCSE and A-Level students. With 

an impressive number of students already signed-up (23), and with Harshal 

Sadwelkar (Year 11), keen to contribute to the future direction of the club, 

we couldn't have been more pleased (given the current circumstances). The 

aim of the society is to explore all things computing; during the weekly 

Monday meetings, students will be discussing the latest development in the 

field, attempting coding challenging, engaging in hackathons, debating issues, sharing coding tips and tutorials. The 

longer-term vision for the society is to move to a more physical format, once C19 conditions permit and to open the 

club up to a wider range of students including those in key stage 3, so watch this space....however if you are 

currently a GCSE or A Level student and you're interested in getting involved then please contact Mr Adcock for 

more information.  

 

Keen to repeat their success from last year the "Crazy Colanders" 
(brothers Tom and Jamie Robbins) return to the 2021 Alan Turing 
Cryptography Competition after placing 2nd nationally in 2020, this year 
backed up by entries from Dev Datt, Harshal Sadwelkar, Safa Kaya, and 

Felix McCanna-Banks.  
 

British International Computing Olympiad 

On Friday the 22nd of January 15 students volunteered to take an 

extremely difficult exam in their own time. The Computing Olympiad is a 

annual computer programming competition with the first round, a 3 hour 

exam run at the school followed by national finals at Cambridge University. 

For the lucky/ very gifted national winners there is even an international 

final to find "the best programmer in the world". As we were not able to 

run the exam in school, I watched the students on a live feed struggle through the very challenging questions. The 

student papers have now been marked and the totals sent away to the organisers, so fingers crossed that some of 

our students might make it through to the national finals. 

If you would like to have a look at the type of questions then please head over to the Olympiad homepage: 

https://www.olympiad.org.uk/ 

 

 

ENGLISH 

Creative writing achievements 

Young Writers organise an annual writing competition and the theme this year was SOS Sagas: Trapped.  The 

challenge, open to 11-18 year olds, was to write their own thrilling mini saga in just 100 words.  We are thrilled to 

report that the following students have had their brilliant pieces of writing selected to be published in an anthology: 

Jaiden Patel, Noah Rawlings, Achintya Shukla, Abinav Sreeraj and Eesa Shariff.  Congratulations on your great 

accomplishment boys. 

Mr. N Adcock 

Head of Computing & ITC 

https://www.olympiad.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

 

 
Caleb Huang in Year 11 attended a poetry workshop organised by the Goethe Institute with Harry Baker. Caleb 
shares his experience of the workshop along with his impressive poem below.  
 
Slightly anxious yet brimming with anticipation, I walked into an empty classroom to set my laptop and equipment 
up. The anxiousness, in hindsight, was unnecessary because what was to happen next was incredibly entertaining.  

 

 
  
Joining me on Zoom were some incredibly helpful people from the Goethe Institute, a handful of students from 
across the country and Harry Baker, the World Slam Poetry Champion maths graduate with an immense passion 
for German. For half an hour, he walked us through his experiences with German and how it tied in with both his 
mathematical brain and his love of poetry. Then, it was our turn; our turn to write our own bilingual poems, our turn 
to experiment with German, our turn to create. Here's a little something I wrote (excuse the liberties with word 
order etc): 

Today the weather is bad so 
Ich werde nicht fahren mit dem Rad... 

 
The skies are simply never clear and 
Das Wetter ist echt deprimierend! 

 
At last, from shackles, the sun is freed. 
Das Hündchen bellt und singt ein Lied. 

  
We had the opportunity to perform these in front of everyone after we came up with them in mini breakout rooms 
with other students. Afterwards, we sculpted our own compound words in German. Fleichesservegetarier. 
Bergsteigenschlaefer. Alleinglück. Long words that may not actually be words which we nonetheless coined.  
  
After one and a half hours of pure fun and creative learning, I do not regret attending this session at all and am very 
glad I decided to take part.  
 

 

German Debating 

Team Win 
 

Congratulations to our Year 12 German students who took 

part in the second round of the Goethe Institute A Level 

German debating competition.  They won an exciting debate 

against a strong team from Ibstock Place School.  Well done 

Yueyan, Bob, Abi and Umika! 

 

 

Mrs. N Twyford 

Head of Modern Foreign languages 



 
 

Mathematics 
Intermediate Maths challenge 

 

On Wednesday 3rd February, 273 boys from years nine, ten and eleven took place in the Intermediate maths 

challenge. In a normal year we would use an exam hall and have our students sit this paper based test at the same 

time. But as we all know, these are not normal times and having to adapt to new situations is becoming increasingly 

more common. 

 

So we entered our students, for the first time, for an online version of the Challenge to be taken at home. 

 

We chose a day when all of our students would be having maths as part of their day. In order to ensure fairness we 

asked students to keep their cameras on and that parents, if they could, ensure that any form of communication 

from phones or social media be kept away for the hour of the Challenge. Ensuring that computer equipment and 

browsers were enabled correctly, was part of the logistic challenge that we faced along with the need to distribute 

logon credentials in a timely way. 

 

With three sittings we were able to accommodate all 273 students and had only a handful of teething issues on the 

day. This was with our second sitting of year 9 students. Three students were given extra time to compensate for IT 

issues that directly affected their participation. We are hoping that this hasn’t spoilt their experience too much. 

We are eagerly awaiting the results in early March. 

 

 

OXBRIDGE Candidate SUCCESS 
Congratulations to all our students who are receiving University offers.  Our Sixth Formers go on to continue their 

studies at a range of some of the best Universities up and down the country.  This year 16 candidates have been 

offered Oxbridge paces (6 at Oxford and 10 at Cambridge). Well done! 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR 

CLASSROOM 

UPDATE 
Mr Mason and the hard-working 

site team are coming on leaps and 

bounds, and the outdoor classroom 

pond is well underway. The addition 

of planting in the Springtime will 

make this a haven for wildlife and 

students alike.  

 

Mr S. White 
Mathematics Department 



 
 

Music Department NEWs

 

Despite a lack of face-to-face exams in the country throughout the last two terms, we were very fortunate to be able 

to go ahead with three days of Associated Board Music exams in the Clarendon Muse.  There were some outstanding 

results from a number of students.  The highest mark gained went to Thomas Farnsworth who secured 140/150 for 

his Grade 8 ‘cello examination, a stunning achievement, closely followed by Isaac Boxall’s superb 137/150 in his 

Grade 7 violin examination.  There were also Distinctions for Yueyang Han, Grade 7 violin, Khelan Mistry, Grade 5 

trumpet and Robin Elfsberg, Grade 2 guitar. Merits were awarded to Tim Hire, Grade 8 bassoon, Thomas Farnsworth, 

Grade 8 piano(!), Ken Inomoto, Grade 5 guitar and Gili Moshenson Grade 3 saxophone. The following students also 

succeeded in their endeavours, Ozgur Dorunay, Grade 8 violin, William Leach, Grade 8 saxophone, Alejandro To-

Salvatierra Grade 7 violin, Jaishulin Harsiani, Grade 7 trombone, Andrei Makhoul, Grade 7 clarinet, Jacob Rickayzen, 

Grade 6 saxophone, Jacob Yates,  Grade 6 piano, Tom Leach, Grade 6 euphonium, Joel Smith Grade 5 trumpet, 

Hamza Chowdhree, Grade 5 trumpet, Matthew Orchard, Grade 4 trumpet, Adam Rafferty, Grade 4 trombone, Bowie 

Lau, Grade 2 trombone and James Brown, Grade 1 horn. Many congratulations to all students for these significant 

achievements and hopefully we will have many more to come. 

 

Concerning music exams, the exam boards for this term have moved down the digital route and so currently, we 

have no plans on entering students for a face-to-face examination this Spring term, but the plan is to run these again 

in July, all being well.  Please let Mr Hussey know if this is something your son might be interested in at the end of 

the school year, if he is learning outside of school.  A reminder that all of our Instrumental Music Lessons have also 

moved online to students.  Every student concerned will have received the Google Meet joining details via their 

school Gmail account as well as the timetable for lessons. I have also placed the lesson details in their Google 

Calendars, so hopefully this will make the lessons very easy to access. Early indications suggest that these are 

running very smoothly. If your son still has an instrument in school, or needs to borrow one during the current 

lockdown, please email Mr Hussey. 

 

With the restrictions in place covering school music, ensemble playing was a little limited, but we had a short run of 

rehearsals with Upper Sixth string players and an Upper Sixth only Big Band, which was a real delight. You will find 

some of our work on Twitter.  Hopefully, we will be able to reconvene at some point this year and involve our new 

crop of musicians in Year 7, although we have managed to hear some of our Year 7s perform as a number of them 

uploaded their solo performances to us during the Autumn term, always a great joy.  Please continue to send in 

your performances of Pharrell Williams’ ‘Happy’, so we can collate them into our virtual orchestral performance 

later in the year, but we hope there will be a chance for us to do this in larger groups when we return to the Muse. 

 

Follow WBGS Music Department on Twitter: https://twitter.com/WBGSMusic 

 

 

 

 

  

Mr S. M. Hussey 

Director of Music 

https://twitter.com/WBGSMusic


 
 

PRE NEWS  

 

As a result of COVID 19, unfortunately the PRE department had to cancel a number of 6th form lectures as well as 

the year 9 PRE Drop down day.  We hope to arrange both of these COVID dependant.   

 

Despite Michael Bibring's visit to year 9 being cancelled (the first time in over 10 years), we were still able to mark 

Holocaust Memorial Day as a school through whole school assemblies as well as through year 9 form times.  After 

half term, year 9 will have further opportunities to reflect through their English lessons.   

 

Head Boy Ali Shah has prepared a podcast featuring Michael Bibring – check the website for more news on this.  

 

Year 12 PRE students took part in a virtual Philosophy Day with Merchant Taylors in early February, which was a 

great success.   

 

Remember you can follow the PRE Department online: Twitter https://twitter.com/WbgsPREand PRE Instagram 

WbgsPRE accounts 

 

Sports News

Remote learning does the best it can to emulate the 

learning experience students have in the classroom but 

the Sports Department possibly have the biggest 

challenge to recreate stimulating lessons. Not a problem, 

as students can now hone their skills from the comfort of 

their living room thanks to the skills videos being shared 

online.  Follow WBGS Sport on Twitter to see all of the 

latest videos (disclaimer notice: you might want to make 

sure you safely store any breakable valuables first, in case 

your skills are not as refined as the WBGS sports teachers: https://twitter.com/WBGSSport 

 

 

 

  

Wellbeing News – School Dog 

We are very pleased to announce that Latka, a beautiful, friendly and well-trained dog 

belonging to Mrs. Messik will be joining us at school when students return .  Latka will be 

in school on a part-time basis to provide a friendly furry face.  Medical science has shown 

that a school dog can reduce blood pressure, promote physical healing, reduce anxiety, 

fatigue and depression, as well as provide emotional support. Additionally, dogs can 

stimulate memory and problem-solving skills. With adolescent mental health especially 

fragile at the moment, we are hoping that many of our students will benefit from a pre-

arranged visit to stroke and pet Latka, in the safe presence of an adult who will ensure a 

calm and safe environment. The value of pet ‘therapy’ is widely accepted as a powerful 

aid to stimulation and communication and we are sure she will bring lots of smiles on the 

days she is in school. 

Mrs T. Charlton 

Head of Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 

https://twitter.com/WbgsPRE
https://twitter.com/WBGSSport


 
 

HOUSE NEWS 

In difficult times, the House Competitions may not be as competitive as they would be when in school, but the show 

must go on and students continue to achieve House points which is making the race for the House Cup and Bowl 

interesting.  

The lower 6th House Captains have done a tremendous job in putting together another set of virtual assemblies, 

which they have compiled remotely, to keep the students and Houses up to date with scores, information and some 

positive motivation to cope in the currently climate.  

 

It's fantastic to hear that forms are still working out ideas of ways to raise charity money remotely and we look 

forward to seeing the fruits of their labour for our good causes.  

 

The top 3 standings for the House Bowl competition, which include those Houses with Ree, are at the time of 

writing: 3rd Platt, 2nd Bushey and 1st Fuller! Well done.  

 

The House Cup competition for the most House points achieved has seen some movement since Mr Beere's 

Christmas update so well done to all students for their efforts, to staff for taking the time to awarding them and 

especially to Fuller House who are in 1st place!!!! They are closely followed in 2nd by Platt and Bushey in 3rd.  

 

 

Captain Sir Tom Moore 100 Challenge 
 

With the sad passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore, the country has been mourning the loss of a National Hero who 

rallied the nation and inspired them to donate and raise millions of pounds for the NHS. To commemorate his 100 

laps of his garden before his 100th birthday, Mr Beere set the challenge for students to complete their own tasks 

100 times on the day after his death. The response was fabulous with hundreds of students and staff taking the time 

to complete something 100 times. We had physical challenges of push ups, sits up, walking and cycling minutes, 

skipping, keeps ups with a ball and garden laps to 100 word poetry, 100 frame animations, 100 minutes of not 

annoying a sibling, 100 minutes of silence, chess moves, pages of reading and 100 MFL vocabulary words learned. 

The thought and willingness to mark such an iconic individual was a great testament to our school community with 

National radio Kiss FM also recognising our support for Captain Sir Tom. Well done to all those who contributed, I 

hope we can all stay motivated to work hard and keep going through these struggles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHESS CLub

A brand new Chess Club has been 

founded by a dedicated group of 

Year 12s, read their own words 

about the exciting new club here: 

 

To say that the pandemic has 

dramatically affected school life is 

an understatement, but while 

remote learning is understandably 

tougher for both 

students and teachers, social life 

has been the hardest hit. Gone are 

the days of face-to-face 

conversation and sports, inter-

house, 

orchestras and especially clubs and societies have had to be significantly reduced in the summer term because of 

“social bubbles” - something that was heart breaking but unfortunately inevitable. However, as January 

began and we all started the term from behind a screen, many teachers and sixth formers took it upon themselves 

to move their clubs and societies online, keeping people engaged and offering a sense of community during this 

tough time. These include Politics, Debating and even Virtual Computing societies. 

 

It was with the same mindset (and of course Mrs Bains’s help) that we decided to open up Chess Club, something 

that had been virtually unheard of at school ever since Mr Vijendra left in 2016! However, the time has never been 

better - with the massive spike in popularity of online chess in 2020, it’s now not just a game for old men to play at 

coffee tables after work, but rather an international sensation. Virtual chess competitions are everywhere, along 

with Chess Youtube channels and even Netflix shows like “The Queen’s Gambit” doing their part to advertise this 

brilliant game. 

 

To begin with the club was meant for Year 7’s, who arrived at school last year in the midst of restriction upon 

restriction. However, we were amazed by the amount of enthusiasm from students, with over 20 students signing up 

on the first day. We now have around 80 members from Year 7 and 8, and host virtual tournaments every week, as 

well as a live meet session every week where we go through puzzles and have knockout competitions. There are no 

limits on ability - we have students ranging from complete beginners to those who play in competitions such as the 

LJCC. We are even planning to host a virtual inter-house chess tournament, something completely unheard of up 

until this point, so it’ll be exciting to see how that turns out! 

 

Lockdown may have hit hard, but without it we might have never realised the popularity of chess and the fact that 

we have so many talented players! It would also be a nightmare to find a room big enough for 80 players, let alone 

setting up and sanitising boards and pieces. And whilst we know that additional screen time may not be the best, it is 

really heart-warming to see people socialise and have fun in such a difficult time, and we’re really hoping to 

bring chess back to Watford Boys from now on! 

 

Yueyang, Justin, Santosh, Manraj & Owen 

Year 12

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Hero of Hertfordshire

We are incredibly proud of student Alex Chase who has been 

awarded a ‘Hero of Hertfordshire’ certificate for his voluntary 

service.  During the pandemic Alex has 

volunteered over 100 hours supporting 

the local hospital and continues to 

volunteer. 

 

In addition to this Alex also helped 

coordinate food bank donations with 

the head boy teams which were 

gratefully received by the Watford foodbank before 

Christmas.  Alex your efforts and kindness are an inspiration 

to the whole school community, congratulations! 

  

 

 

 

 

Festive Fundraiser 

Another example of the kindness, dedication and generosity of our students comes from Jonathan Morley.  
Whilst most of us were eating chocolates and watching Christmas movies, dedicated musician Jonathan and his 
brother played music each day from the start of their holiday up to and including Christmas day to raise funds 
for charity for Save the Children.  They raised an impressive raised £410 (+£70 gift aid). 
 
Visit the Just Giving page here. 
 
Well done Jonathan! 
 

Year 8 student Volunteering to 

support NHS 
William Nice in Year 8 has been helping in a local 
community effort to support the NHS staff and 
patients in these exceptionally difficult times. 
Working with his family for the charity Raise, William 
has been volunteering at a donation hub in 
Chorleywood and with local churches to collect 
supplies to create morale boosting boxes which are 
donated to local hospitals.  In addition to working 
with Raise William’s community work also help any 
NHS unit who asks for help.  Good job William! 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jmandam?fbclid=IwAR1zhl4qW6m-7u30BlcgdwSWBTXPJ15j6xxEIGpbktij50V8hnKK25t0Gl8


 
 

 

 

NHS Volunteer 

 

Another student has been going out of his way to volunteer and help the local community, here Sixth Former 

Sagaar shares his experiences volunteering at a COVID-19 Vaccination Centre. Well done Sagaar! 

 

Hi, my name is Saagar Makwana and I volunteered at a vaccination centre during the third lockdown.  Local GP 

practices had rolled out the vaccination programme and most people in my area were asked to volunteer.  The 

main purpose of the volunteer programme was to help all patients to move safely, smoothly and 

comfortably throughout the vaccination process. There were a number of roles that a volunteer would carry 

out.  I was stationed outside where I checked if patients had an appointment, gave them registration 

forms, ensured an orderly and socially distanced queue was in operation, made sure hand sanitiser was in use 

at the entrance to the centre and liaised with other volunteers if a queue began to form.  Inside the centre, I 

observed post-vaccination patients, ensured patients book appointments for a second vaccination and finally 

made sure patients leave by the proper route. As a volunteer, I believe we played a crucial role in helping to 

guarantee the best possible experience for the patients. Overall, the vaccination process was a success! We 

received many compliments from patients, NHS staff and others about our support. I truly enjoyed being able 

to help my community out whilst learning new skills.  I believe everyone should volunteer at least once in their 

lives as it can make a big difference. 
 

  

Stay in Touch 

 

If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram 

@watfordboysgrammar 

https://www.instagram.com/watfordboysgrammar/ 

Facebook – School Page    Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 

 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/WBGSExcellence 

Linked In 

Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/company/watford-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.linkedin.com/company/watford-grammar-school-for-boys


 
 

Update from Friends of School 

 

There’s not much to report from the Friends of School this half-term, however we just wanted to mention one event 

that we are planning before Easter. 

Friends of School Big Raffle 

We will once again be holding our Big Raffle online after half-term. We are currently securing prizes and these, along 

with details on how to buy tickets, will be announced very soon – please keep a look out for announcements! 

Vacancy on the Friends of School Committee 

All parents and carers, as soon as their son joins WBGS, are invited to join the Friends of School. If you don’t wish to 

get involved in a formal capacity you can support our fundraising activities by helping out for an hour at a concert or 

event, or simply by buying a raffle or event ticket. 

We do also have a committee who organise events and keep the Friends of School running. We are a very small team 

and so are always grateful for new Executive members. As boys leave the school their parents also move on, and so 

we currently find ourselves with a vacancy in one of the required roles of the Committee. 

We now have a vacancy for a Secretary and are looking to appoint someone at the AGM in the next few weeks. If 

this role might be of interest, we would be pleased to hear from you.  

Please get in touch via info@friendsofwbgs.org and we can provide a role description and more information. 

Details of the AGM will be sent out via ParentMail after half-term. 

We hope to be able to bring you more events and fundraising opportunities very soon! In the meantime, keep safe 

and well. 

Amanda Rafferty 

Chair of Friends 

 

mailto:info@friendsofwbgs.org

