
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Headmaster 
This newsletter is filled with updates from around the school and really only serves to give a ‘snap shot’ of school 

life.  The wide array of new learning opportunities and activities are impressive and this has all been achieved in 

spite of the restrictions.   

The nation may have been in lockdown for a month but school life has continued with full fervour.  

Our teachers have continued to deliver engaging lessons and maximise the possibility from each of our students.  

They have to follow new risk assessments, ensure high standards of hygiene, follow new procedures and more 

recently perform the artful delivery of lessons simultaneously face-to-face in the classroom whilst also connecting 

via live-stream to our students who are learning remotely. Despite the additional work this has involved, it never 

fails to impress me, how every single challenge is met with consideration, care, intelligence and dedication.  

The introduction of remote parents’ evenings has been a success.   Thanks to our excellent team of IT technicians 

and teaching staff for setting up the new system.  The overall feedback has been very positive and we are very 

grateful for those parents who have taken time to send appreciative emails.  

As Christmas approaches we enter a time of caring and gratitude.  So whilst things are still far from ‘normal’, it still 

seems very unusual to have no sporting fixture results for example, I would like I take the opportunity to give thanks 

to every member our school community and wish you all a safe and Happy Christmas and restful holiday.  

 

Mr Ian Cooksey 

Headmaster  
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ART on Instagram 
The Art Department have launched an Instagram account.  This provides 

a great way to see the remarkable creative talents of our students and 

view some of the brilliant skills and techniques boys develop during their 

lessons.  Follow the Art Instagram account here: 

https://www.instagram.com/wbgs_art/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computing News 

Despite the current C19 Government restrictions on extra-

curricular activities in schools, the Computing Department 

have managed to provide an element of extracurricular 

involvement by taking our annual Cyber Discovery Club 

virtual (it sort of goes with the territory!). 

Backed by HM Government and GCHQ, Cyber Discover is 

composed of a number of stages each made-up of 

increasingly difficult challenges which have been designed to introduce the students to the world of cyber security. 

The competition kicked off in September with the Cyber Assess stage; this round closed in October.  To qualify for 

the next stage, Cyber Game, the students had to complete a number of Assess levels which involved solving some 

fiendishly difficult cyber security challenges.   This Year 64 students signed up for the club; we’re happy to report 

that 29 of them made it through to the next stage (Cyber Games), which is excellent going!  

In the past I’ve had a dabble at the Assess stage challenges; I can reliably inform you that they're quite difficult! (I 

only managed to complete 9 out of the 14 challenges!!).  

 So it is fantastic news that we have 29 aspiring cyber security experts within our ranks.   Amongst those students is 

our resident cyber discovery expert Hamish Starling, who has for the past two years managed to be selected for the 

national Elite Camp which takes place at UK universities over the summer.   Hamish is one of only 200 students 

nationally (out of 30,000 each year), who have managed to qualify for this stage which not only demonstrates the 

level of competition but his cyber security credentials; well done Hamish!  We wish both Hamish and the rest of the 

students well in their pursuit of an elite stage place in this year’s competition. 

 

 For those students who have missed out on a place or qualification this year, have no fear the club will be back 

come September 2021.  A huge congratulations to Jamie and Tom Robbins who placed second in the national Alan 

Turing Cryptography Competition, with over 1000 teams competing across the country.  After being in the top 20 or 

so for the first five puzzles, the brothers (working under the pseudonym crazycolanders) rocketed into second with 

one of the fastest solutions to the final puzzle. Well done! 

Mr N Adcock 

Head of Computing & ITC 

 

https://www.instagram.com/wbgs_art/


Economics NEWS 

 

History 

In the run up to Remembrance Day this year classes in year 7 

and 8 were tasked with researching an old boy who fell in the 

Great War.  They then had to produce a poppy stone with the 

name and details of the chosen soldier. The results were 

amazing and 7R were fortunate enough for their lesson to 

coincide with Remembrance Day, during which we held a 

service in their classroom with The Last Post, poetry and 

presentations from every student.   A thought provoking activity that brought a real connection for the boys 

involved.  

Mr Williams 

History 

 

Remembrance 2020 – A chance to say thank you 

For this year's assemblies on Remembrance, students were encouraged to seek out the lesser known stories from 

Britain's involvements in 20th Century conflicts and take time to reflect on the sacrifices on their behalves.  The 

Royal British Legion has been badly affected like many charities, as it can't collect donations via its Poppy Appeal in 

the same way it does each year. I encouraged each student to get their own poppy and continue to make donations 

to the RBL directly so it can continue in its magnificent work of supporting the most affected by military conflict and 

their families. Here is a link to the RBL and my assembly if people at home want to rewatch 

it: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jSfHpN0CPC4u-lHAh1oZ4BVLE9dciNAl/view?usp=sharing  

Mr McDermott 

Head of History and Politics 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jSfHpN0CPC4u-lHAh1oZ4BVLE9dciNAl/view?usp=sharing


 
 

History Boys Academic Society 
This term has seen the move of History Boys, the long running society, online. With many extra-curricular 

opportunities lost we have had to adapt and so far the response has been tremendous. Dozens of students, 

particularly in years 7 & 8, have signed up and joined the online classrooms engaging in intellectual debates covering 

topics from slave traders, through to espionage. Many students have taken the opportunity to flex their Historical 

muscles with recommendations of reading, videos and podcasts to explore those topics which we do not get time for 

in class. We’re living through history every day and our History Boys have been leading the way with remarkable 

insight and impressive appetites for learning. If anyone would like to join them please contact Mr Silver. 

Mr Silver 

History 

Mathematics News: Senior Maths challengE

The Senior Maths Challenge took place in November, with over 150 students taking part from Years 11, 12 and 13. 

Many of the students achieved Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates, with 15 students qualifying for subsequent 

rounds. A special mention to Shyam Chandarana,  Krishi Seksaria, Thomas Connor and Hasan Shahrestani who 

qualified for round one of the British Mathematical Olympiad. A superb effort! Younger year groups will get the 

chance to participate in the Junior and Intermediate Maths Challenges that take place in 2021. 

In November, about 50 Year 12 Maths and Core Maths students took part in an interactive Maths Inspiration show, 

broadcast to the STEM Hall.  They learned about some of the Maths involved in Covid testing, car Insurance and in 

simulating a variant of the “Pass the Pigs” game.  It was a fascinating insight into various applications of the subject. 

At the end of term, Sixth Form students will have the chance to take part in a Christmas Maths Challenge about 

different ways to organise a Secret Santa.  We will announce the winners next term! 

 

Mr F. Slingsby 

Acting Head of the Mathematics Department

Modern Foreign Languages  
German, French and Spanish language clubs are back! 

 All students of German at Key Stage Three are invited to join the KS3 

German Google classroom. It will be regularly updated with news and 

links to competitions and article.   

Spanish Club has re-started and is for Year 7G and 7N and will be held 

at lunchtime.   All of our clubs are run by our Foreign Language 

Assistants Mathilde, Lucas and Paloma and include cultural activities, 

games and quizzes to the enhance students’ learning and enjoyment of 

languages.  We are currently advertising a competition run by the 

organisation Routes into Languages to create a foreign language 

Christmas Card. 

Congratulations to our German A level debating team who won the first round of the Goethe Institute Debating 

competition this week.  Four of our year 12 students, Yueyang, Bob, Umika and Abigail performed confidently in an 

online live debate in German against students from Chelmsford High School on the topic of whether street and 

buildings with colonial or racist names should be renamed. They now go forward to the second round which will take 

place in January. 

Mrs Twyford 

Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

Mathilde, Lucas and Paloma 



 
 

Music Department NEWs 
The good news is that we have started to have some Year Group rehearsals in the Muse since half term. We have 

managed to put together a Big Band with members only from the Upper Sixth and we hope to be able to exhibit the 

fruits of our labours in due course. Both an Upper Sixth string trio, a Year 10 string quartet and an Upper Sixth Senior 

Strings group have been working hard each week to prepare some new music for consumption at a later date, so 

ensembles are beginning to emerge again. I hope that at some point we will be able to resume the larger cross-year 

ensembles, the wind bands, brass band, orchestras and choir. 

Our ‘Happy’ project is in full swing and we have been filming musicians in their own bubbles performing Pharrell 

Williams’ upbeat song. So far, the Upper Sixth, Lower Sixth, Year 11 and Year 10 musicians have done this separately 

and, after the holidays, we will be inviting the Year 9s, 8s and 7s to come and perform for the project. We will need 

everyone involved to record their own part at home in time with the backing track, just as we did in lockdown, so 

that we can put the whole project together. All the details are being sent to the boys via their g-mail account, so 

please remind them to be on the lookout for these. 

For the majority of the time, Instrumental Music Lessons have continued to be taught face-to-face during the second 

half of term and just a few have taken place remotely. The Instrumental Music Timetables for the start of the Spring 

term will be sent to the boys via their Gmail account during the Christmas holidays. We will not issue hard copies, 

but we would ask the boys to write their lesson times down carefully in their planners. If anyone has not received 

their timetable by the start of the Spring term, then please email Mr Hussey who will check and resend if necessary. 

Those of you with instruments in school, please remember to take them home over the holiday period to practise. 

Mr S. M. Hussey 

Director of Music 

 

 

  



 
 

PSHE DROP DOWN DAY  
On the 11th of November 2020, the whole of year 8 had a PSHE drop down day. We learnt about many things like 

gender equality, what it means to be a man, toxic masculinity and the stereotypical ways of being a man. 

We learnt that even now, after 100s of years there still isn't equality everywhere. For example, women were not 

allowed to drive in Saudi Arabia until 2017 and job salaries are unequal sometimes between men and women even 

though they could be doing the same job. Men could be getting paid more but in my opinion it was a lot worse 150 

years ago when women couldn't even vote. 

We also learnt the “stereo typical ways of being a man”.  We had some statements and had to say if we agree or 

disagree with them, for example “men shouldn't wear light blue”, I completely disagree with this because men and 

women should be allowed to wear what they want. Another example is, ‘men shouldn't cry or show their feelings, this 

is another statement I completely disagree with because if you don't share or show your feelings they will get bottled 

up and you will feel stressed.  

As well as this, we learnt about the #metoo movement on twitter and other social media. The hashtag started in 

2006 to spread awareness about sexual assault and how people shouldn’t be scared to speak out for themselves and 

tell people about their story and this could make people feel like they are not alone.  

We learnt about positive and negative role models. One negative role model in my opinion is   Justin Bieber because 

he kicked one of his fans whilst he was performing because they touched the stage, on the other hand, a positive role 

model for me is Tyson Fury (aka the Gypsy King) because he was a traveller and was into drugs and had many suicidal 

thoughts but then he switched his whole life around and became a professional boxer.  Right now, his net worth is 40 

million pounds. I think he is a positive role model because we could learn from him that when you work hard you can 

do anything.  

At the end of the day, we learnt that you shouldn't assume people's genders and not address them in a particular 

way if you don't know their gender.  You should address the person as they or them. We watched an interview about 

2 transgender people that felt like they weren't a woman or man and they weren't really gendered. 

I think this day was really important to me because it's very good to spread awareness about things we don't really 

learn about and as we go to a boys school it is good to learn about gender equality and the gender pay gap. I learnt 

that we shouldn’t assume people genders and next time I see someone and I'm not too sure what gender they are.  I 

believe in equality and that I will be un-judgemental by the way people are, their background and how they appear.    

Aryan Nithiyananthan 
Year 8 F 

  



 
 

PRE NEWS 
Year 13 PRE students took part in revision sessions with Libby Ahulwalia - a leader in the development of A Level 

PRE. More sessions will follow after Christmas for both year 12 and 13 A level students.   

Year 10 PRE students took part in virtual Q & A sessions with Imran Khan.  This was to prepare them for their Islam 

paper 

 All year 9 students should note that we will be off timetable for the annual talk by Michael Bibring period 4 & 5 on 

Thursday 21st January. They will also be off timetable all day on 4th February for a PRE drop down day.  

 

Interfaith Week 2020:  Due to the ongoing pandemic, we were unable to mark Interfaith Week in our normal 

manner.  However, it was marked through form time activities & year group assemblies.  As well as this, the 6th form 

marked it through a very lively debate before half term as well as a lecture on Religion & the Media by Rabbi Debbie 

Young - Somers.    

Mrs T. Charlton 

Head of Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 

 Lecture Review: 

The department hosted an interfaith lecture, here Sixth Former Sidney reports on the event:  

The Interfaith Lecture was based on the question, 'The house believes a plethora of religions brings tolerance to 

society'. We were appointed the 'for' position in which my partner, Hamish Starling and I had to propose the position 

that the statement was true. I believe it was an insightful experience from the start, having to research the effects 

and implications of diverse societies and having to formulate these complex ideas into easily digestible sentences for 

the audience was challenging but an intriguing and intellectually stimulating endeavour.  

On the day of the debate, although perhaps intimidating, having to present in front of our peers, I do believe it was a 

very gratifying hour where we applied all our research. Despite having to debate to a rowdy and pressuring crowd, 

we managed to deliver our arguments in what we would deem to be a composed manner.  Overall, it was an 

enjoyable experience albeit at times very intimidating. 

Sidney Sarpong  

Year 12 B  

Faith @ WBGS 
The Faith Societies are growing.  Any students interested in joining should follow the link.  All faith societies are open 

to all students.  Take a look here: https://sites.google.com/watfordboys.org/faith-wbgs/home 

  

https://sites.google.com/watfordboys.org/faith-wbgs/home


 
 

Sports News December 2020 
The PE and games department have adapted and modified our provision to keep up to date with changing guidance 

and managed to offer a broad range of activities in a safe and secure environment. The early autumn saw cricket and 

other traditional summer activities being played at School, with cricket fixtures a welcome sight in September. 

Hockey and Rugby have been adapted, with a greater focus on skills and safe competition in the form of adapted 

small sided games. We have increased the amount of table tennis played within curriculum time, and encouraged 

pupils to work through 'Couch to 5k' progressions in PE lessons. In the sixth form, ultimate frisbee has been a 

popular activity. 

 

The PE department would like to thank pupils for their support as we have worked through these new modified 

activities. We recognise the physical and mental health benefits that physical activity brings and we hope that pupils 

have been able to participate in activities that have been enjoyable this term.  As we look toward the spring term, it 

is our hope that we can start to return to our more traditional provision, with the potential for increased extra-

curricular activities and a return of some inter school sport. Pupils will be informed of our extra-curricular activity 

timetable before the end of term, and we look forward to welcoming as many pupils as possible to our clubs and 

practices. 

Mr J. Dyson 

 

MOVEMBER  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Movember has been and passed for another year - although you can still donate to the WBGS team if you so wish!  

This year we have raised £1,484.00 for charity. I would like to thank all the boys who joined the team to raise 

funds, in particular Nikhil Ruparelia, who raised a whopping £645.00. 

My thanks to everyone who has donated so far for your support of the Movember Foundation - a link to their 

website, and to find out how the money is spent can be found here. 

For anyone who would like to donate, a link to the WBGS team page can be found below. Many thanks for your 

support. https://movember.com/t/WBGS?mc=1 

Mr J. Dyson 

Head of Physical Education 

  

https://uk.movember.com/report-cards
https://movember.com/t/WBGS?mc=1


Announcement of 2020/21 Senior Prefects 

Congratulations to the following boys:  

Head Boy: Ali Shah  
 

Deputies: James Foley, James Haddo and Aarush Lal 
 

Head boy team: Daniel Baars, Alex Chase, Dominic Dale, Luke Dale, Tim Hire, Praveen Kathirvasan, Khush Pau, Luca 
Ponzini, Ben Post, Fred Roberts, Charlie Scott, Joe Sewell, Ali Shah, Saksham Sidana, Harry Soma, Akhil Sonecha, 
Archie Stevens, Qadeer Zaman. 
 
Senior Prefects:  Kyran Alles-Shah,  Johan Kato, Ethan Underwood , Rafi Brister, Sami Majeed, Arnav Verma, Shyam 
Chandarana, Joseph Miller, Jerry Yang, Edward Chen, Imran Omerdeen, Kai Zhou, Thomas Connor, Shiv Parmar, 
Ethan Crockford, Ravi Patel, Krish Desai, Nathan Phua, Justin Dieobi,  Gianopalo Piccirillo, Avishar Dutta, James 
Rafferty, Harrison Francis, Rajiv Raichoora, Dhilan Gohil, Rohit Ramanan, Finlay Graham,  Avi Ruparelia, Jaishulin 
Harsiani, James Savage, Bilal Hassan, Adam Serag, Harry Henderson, Peter Shaw, Pallav Hingu, Alex Silva, Aliyan 
Hussain, Ben Smith, Gopinath Jani, Max Springer, Anderson Jolly, Morgan Springer, Sevak Juss,  James Turvey.

  

Head Boy Ali Shah and the Head Boy Teams (Photography courtesy of Nathan Phua)  

James Foley’s 

 Head Boy Team 

Jacob Haddo’s  

Head Boy Team 

Aarush Lal’s  

Head Boy Team 



 
 

24 Acts of Kindness

24 Acts of Kindness is a movement which encourages   

thoughtful acts in the run up to Christmas. Our librarian Mrs 

Waterman has been working with Year 7 and inspired by ‘24 

Acts of Kindness’ the boys have each created a hand drawn 

Christmas card and written a festive message within the 

cards.  The cards will be delivered to the residents of local 

care homes.  On hearing about receiving the cards Olivia 

Warner from one of the homes commented, “Thank you for 

thinking of our residents.  They love to receive cards, 

especially as some residents have no remaining family of 

their own. “ Mrs. Waterman noted that the artwork on the cards is very impressive and the messages within them 

are very thoughtful.  

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor classroom Underway

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mason has been working on the development of the School’s dedicated outdoor classroom.  A section of the field 

has been carefully redeveloped to optimise wildlife and promote biodiversity within this part of the grounds.  On 

completion the outdoor classroom will be able to seat 32 students, centred on a pond and planted with native 

species.  The planted scheme will encourage wildlife to the area and will create numerous opportunities for learning. 

  



 
 

 

 

WRITING SUCCESS FOR RIKIL 
During lockdown in March, Rikhil in Year 7 

completed a six-week creative writing 

course, hosted by children’s author R.A. 

Powell.   As part of the course, Rikil wrote a 

story entitled ‘My way to the top’ to enter into 

the Rainbow Writing Competition which the 

author ran during the summer.   

Since then, alongside R.A. Powell and children 

from across England, Wales, Scotland & 

Australia, stories have been collated from the 

competition into a book entitled Rainbows 

During Lockdown; a collection of 58 rainbow-

inspired tales written during lockdown by 

children as young as four, all the way up to 15 

years old.   

The book is due for release on Tuesday 15 

December via Blossom Spring Publishing and 

will be available online at Amazon & 

Waterstones. 100% of the author’s royalties 

are being donated to ICUsteps and School-

Home Support and we are aiming to raise as 

much as we can for these two fantastic 

charities that have worked so hard during 

Covid-19 to keep vulnerable people safe.  To buy a copy online, click here.

 

Boys Organise Charity Bike Ride 

Together with 5 other individuals, Fabio Ponzini managed to organise a fundraising event for the House Charities.  

Fabio Ponzini, Anirudh Ganesh, Tanush Desai, Rajan Basi, and Jabir Dhalla organised a 30 miles bike ride for charity 

on Wednesday 28th October, their collective pedalling raised £640.00 in aid of Campaign Against Living Miserably 

(CALM), a charity leading a movement against suicide.  CALM  gives support online by talking to people about issues 

they face on a day to day basis.   The boys started their journey at the School, cycled to Pinner station and back.   

Well done boys!  

If you would like to make a donation please visit the boys’ Go fund Me page here. 

 

Writing of Merit 

Congratulations to Arjun Santilale in 7T, Arjun has received a Certificate of Merit and found out that his 100 word 

story will be published for his entry in the Young Writers competition 'Trapped'. 

https://www.icusteps.org/
https://www.schoolhomesupport.org.uk/
https://www.schoolhomesupport.org.uk/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/pz2vf-cycle-for-charity?sharetype=teams&member=6268894&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_na+share-sheet&rcid=df762238013f4e08832151b155e7e0fd
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4/trapped


 
 

 

   

 

BBC Young Reporter Competition 

Competition Update: 

Season’s greetings to all, our names are Adam Hasan and Tavish Desai and we are 

writing about our experience so far in the BBC Young Reporters Competition. We have 

just been notified that our story has made it through the first round of shortlisting for 

the competition. Both of us were overjoyed when we received the news. Our article 

will be about modern day cyber-crime, including the whats, whos and whys concerning 

the ever-growing topic of digital criminality. We first heard about this when an English 

Teacher posted some details on Google Classroom which instantly sparked our 

interest. We decided to work together as we both have parents in the field of IT and 

Modern Technology and would have first-hand access to stories and resources 

regarding the crimes of their world. There will be another shortlisting process soon 

with the real judges of the competition and the reporters of the BBC. If our brief makes it past them, we will be able 

to write our story with official reporters who will have hand-picked it and we will have support from them to do a 

real project, which will then be shortlisted again for the final judging. We really hope that we can win a position to 

have the opportunity to broadcast our story across the BBC and have it aired on national TV. This has been a 

wonderful experience for us so far and would definitely encourage others to take part next year! 

Stay safe and Merry Christmas!   Tavish and Adam 
 

 

Stay in Touch 

 

If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam  

Instagram 

@watfordboysgrammar 

https://www.instagram.com/watfordboysgrammar/ 

Facebook – School Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys 

Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/WBGSExcellence 

Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/company/watford-grammar-school-for-boys


 
 

Update from Friends of School 

 

Sadly, another very quiet half-term for the Friends of School, although, apart from the weeks of lockdown, we have 

managed to keep the school uniform shop open, providing a valuable service to all parents.  A reminder that the 

shop is open in the Cloisters (Shepherd’s Road entrance next to the James Theatre) every Wednesday from 3.30-

4.30pm and the first Saturday of each half-term – the next Saturday opening will be 9th January.  Visiting continues to 

be by pre-booked appointment only here.    

We are in real need of donations of good quality, clean uniform, and sports kit – particularly green sports kit in small 

sizes. If you have spare, out-grown uniform at home please do bring it into school donations can be accepted every 

Friday morning at the West Gate from 8.15-10.30am.  If you are unable to bring it at these times, please get in touch 

info@friendsofwbgs.org 

Fundraising Donation for the School Year 2019-2020 

We are pleased to say that despite our fundraising activities being cut very short in March this year, we were still 

able to make the donation target of £9,000 to the IT department for the school year 2019 – 2020. Thank you to all of 

you for your continued support and contribution to making this possible.  

The new fundraising target which will be for this, and the next couple of years, is to fund another new school 

minibus. We look forward to your support once we are able to get back into action again.    

Forthcoming Events  

It is unlikely that we will be able to run any in-person events next term, however we are keen to have some 

fundraising activity where possible, and so are looking at running the annual “Big Raffle” in the Spring – look out for 

more information at the start of the term.  Additionally, if anyone has any ideas for virtual events that we could run 

up until March please do get in touch as we would love to hear your ideas -  info@friendsofwbgs.org   

Family Draw 

This terms’ winner is Kathryn Bourke, number 159. If you don’t currently participate in the draw but would like to do 

so to be in with a chance of winning a cash prize each term, please contact familydraw@friendsofwbgs.org 

Wishing you and your families a very healthy and happy festive season.  

The Friends of School  

www.friendsofwbgs.org 

Mrs Amanda Rafferty  

Chair of Friends  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xIP3e-KbZ28kXAcrN3RHchev8zZJCqn89oaZiJmGlYY/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:info@friendsofwbgs.org
mailto:info@friendsofwbgs.org
mailto:familydraw@friendsofwbgs.org
http://www.friendsofwbgs.org/

