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Message from the Headmaster  

Academic Blog – The Looking Glass 

 

 

 

 

As we approach the close of the year it is a natural point from which to review all we have achieved, all that has 

passed, give thanks, mourn losses and ponder what the New Year might bring. 

2021 has certainly followed 2020 in being very unusual, but the first term of the 2021 school year brought with it a 

sense of ‘normality’ and optimism.  The reinstatement of our extra-curricular activities has been nothing short of 

brilliant. Over 60 different clubs, societies and groups are available to boys. All delivered thanks to the kindness and 

dedication of staff and students who volunteer their time to share their own passions with enthusiasm.  Boys have 

risen to challenge of getting involved and a recent survey showed the majority of students are indeed engaging with 

some form of club or society.  Re-building enrichment has been one of the biggest tasks we faced, as we know that 

opportunities to engage socially and develop personally have been one of the biggest losses for young people 

throughout the pandemic and is something we will continue to cultivate.   

As you will be aware, we also received our Ofsted inspection report this term, which I am sure you will agree is 

tremendous.  As a school we exist to serve our boys and ensure we harness our expertise to deliver the very best 

education we can offer and to help produce well-rounded, ambitious young men who can look forward to bright and 

successful lives. To have the external validation from the Ofsted inspectors, who were in complete agreement that 

we are working to deliver the aims and ethos of WBGS, is a fantastic feeling and an accomplishment of which the 

whole school community should be very proud.  

I realise that as you read this there will be uncertainties about the rise of Omicron cases but please rest assured that 

we will continue to follow guidance provided by Public Health and the Department of Education to keep everyone 

safe, whilst continuing to provide the best possible experience in the circumstances. There is little to be gained from 

speculating about what we may have to deal with in January – let’s just wait and see and adapt as ever. 

The articles submitted by various members from the staff and student body never fail to raise a smile to my face and 

I feel the stories featured within this newsletter really embody the spirit of WBGS. I hope that you enjoy them as 

much as I did. 

I wish you all a wonderful festive season.  

 

Mr Ian Cooksey 
Headmaster 

 

The Academic bloggers have been busy.  Take the time over the 

Christmas holidays to enjoy the often thought provoking and always 

intelligent blog posts on The Looking Glass. Recent posts include 

Henry Peart's History prizewinning "The Stasi - An Analysis", which 

details the methods used by the East German police in the 20th 

century to torture victims and provides a convincing argument for 

why the modern German government should do more to compensate 

victims.  

The Looking Glass Academic Blog 

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/
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This past week marked the first performance in the James Theatre for over two years; Arthur Miller's, A View from 

the Bridge. 

I will reluctantly admit that a production of such maturity and complexity was ambitious to take on, however, I can 

confidently say now I asked the cast to perform it and they pulled it off to phenomenal effect. It was a joyful process 

from start to finish to have a group of driven, ambitious, and certainly talented individuals to work with. For some, it 

was their first experience of being on stage which given the prowess they showed in their performances was 

staggering. I explained to some of the boys how that feeling of being on stage, feeding off the energy of the audience 

was not only intoxicating but also addictive and I hope those of them who are leaving us this year will continue this 

passion to pastures new. Thank you to all of you who came and supported, we were graced with an especially good 

audience on Saturday. This is the type of energy I want to continue into the next production and keep building from 

this momentum in the future to come.  

Mr Campion 

Dramatist-in-Residence 

 

 

 

A Return to the Stage!   
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Chess Club News 

 

Yet another busy half term for Chess Club has passed us by. We are very pleased attendance to the club has 

remained strong every week, with around 30 boys, ranging from Year 7 to sixth form, consistently coming to M3 and 

M4 on a Thursday lunchtime to play. The atmosphere has been lovely and it is extremely uplifting that, after a tough 

year for all of us, we are able to have a social atmosphere once more in the form of chess. 

 

In addition, we also ran the WBGS Chess knockout tournament, which saw 16 of the top players from Year 7 to 9 

play timed chess matches against each other over a period of 6 weeks, until they either lose twice or win the entire 

tournament. Although we have run two of these tournaments earlier this year, this was the first time (due to 

previous social guidelines) that we could host the tournament in person, and with the collaboration of sixth formers, 

teachers and the students’ eager participation, the tournament was a success, leading to some incredibly tight chess 

games and amazing performances all round! Congratulations must therefore go to the following boys: Rishabh S, 9G 

who achieved 1st place, Aarnav J, 7N who achieved both 2nd place and Top Year 7, and Alex F 9P who achieved 3rd 

place.  

 

Overall, 2021 has been a wonderful year for chess at the school: we have expanded and shifted from a purely online 

club with only Year 7’s in January to a full-school in-person enterprise by December! Thank you to all the chess club 

members that have made the club successful, as well as Mr Slingsby, Mrs Waterman and Mrs Revell for helping out 

this half term. We look forward to what we can achieve in 2022, with some more tournaments and perhaps even 

chess matches against other schools planned! 

 

Yueyang Han 
Year 13 Chess Club Coordinator 
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Maths Club News 

 

Sports News 

 

This half term, Maths Club has pressed on with great vigour. Since the last Headmaster's Newsletter, we've 
continued practicing for the Hans Woyda competition, practice which has led to some success in the competition 
itself. 
The team finished in 2nd place in our group, with two victories (against Watford Girls and Immanuel College) and 

one defeat (away to Haberdashers' Girls). This suffices to qualify for the plate competition, which the school has won 

twice before. With plate matches starting next term, we encourage prospective team members to continue coming 

to M4 on Monday lunchtimes for further practice and to demonstrate why they should be in the team. 

Congratulations to all those who have represented us this half term, in some excellently fought matches: Aarav P, 

Salman C, Kshitij T, Husayn M, Aaryan L, Shivam P, Ray C and Jakub S. 

 

But that's not all! The club has also 

managed to fit in time to explore 

plenty of fun Maths topics, namely 

Euler's Number, Modular Arithmetic 

and Mental Mathematics, as well as a 

(hopefully) fun Christmas Quiz, 

containing a mixture of mathematical 

and general knowledge questions. 

We'd both like to extend our 

continued thanks to Ms Glypti for her 

support in ensuring the success of the club. 

 

As always, if you like Maths come to Maths Club! 

Hamish S (13C) and Yueyang H (13N) 

 

Triumphant First Win for 

Basketball team!  
 

A great start to the season for senior 

basketball team.  In their first fixture they 

beat Berkhamsted by 100-35! 

Mr Curwen 

Assistant Head and Basketball Coach 

Racquet Sports 

Both under 16 badminton and table tennis 

teams have won the Hertfordshire county 

championships, recently held, at de Havilland 

Sports Village. 

The Under 19 team were also crowned county champions, both under 16 and under 19 table tennis teams will 

progress to the zone finals, to be held on Sunday, 16th January, in Tower Hamlets, London. 

Dr White 

A festive puzzle from Maths Club 
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Computing News 

 

History News 

 

As we draw to the end of our first term of the 2021/22 academic 

year in Computing, we have several reasons to be cheerful… 

The first of which is that the leadership of Computer Society 

ComSoc, has recently changed hands. Hamish S and Harsh B (both 

Upper Sixth students), have handed the leadership reigns over to 

Harshal S and Maulik T (Lower sixth students). 

Harshal and Maulik have launched a new era of the society with a 

look at web development skills; so if you’re interested in 

developing your own website then why not come along?! The 

details and timings of the society are included below.  

It is with immense gratitude that we say a massive thank you to both Hamish and Harsh for re-establishing the 

society and for doing such an outstanding job in leading the weekly club with such a variety of well-planned and 

enjoyable computing sessions. Both I, the Computing Department and all of the students who attended their 

amazing sessions have appreciate their efforts in leading the society. We wish them all the best as their attention 

now turn to preparing for their UCAS interviews and final A Level examination preparation.  

We also wish Harshal and Maulik the very best going forwards leading ComSoc; having had the courage to step-up to 

the role. They have large shoes to fill but I’m confident that they will do a sterling job in doing so!   

[NEW] Introducing Raspberry Pi Club: 

It is with great excitement that we launch a new computing club, 

come national competition; The 2022 PA Raspberry Pi 

Competition. The competition/club is being led by Mrs Pakaglu 

and meets every Wednesday lunchtime in TCL. It involves students 

forming small teams to develop an innovative solution, using a 

Raspberry Pi to help save our planet. If you think you have what it 

takes, then why not come along and develop your idea?!  

 

From all of us in the Computing Department we wish you a restful and safe holiday season. 

Mr Adcock 
Head of Computing & ICT 

Year 7 Medieval Warfare training  

All year 7 students have received hands-on medieval weapon training! All recruits performed admirably in their 

longbow and longsword drills, some proving particularly skilled with their (mock) sabres and others proving harder 

to kill than Monty Python’s Black Knight. Their hand-on History education will continue later in the school year, with 

further combat exercises, including full-scale battle re-enactments. Many thanks, as ever, to Mr Silver and Mrs 

Barnes for bringing events like this to the school, and to all of the boys for getting stuck in, safely and 

enthusiastically.  

Mr Ponte 
History 

 

https://www.paconsulting.com/events/raspberry-pi-competition-uk/
https://www.paconsulting.com/events/raspberry-pi-competition-uk/
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English Department News 

 

Library News 

 

Lots of exciting activities have been going in the English Department so far this term. .. 

Despite the fears of Covid, we were very fortunate to be able to run our first residential trip for some time - to the 

Arvon Creative Writing Centre and The Hurst, in Shropshire (previous home of the playwright John Osborne).  Mrs 

Marshall and Mr Roy escorted a group of 14 Key Stage Five and Four students to the centre in October half-term, 

where they enjoyed creative writing tutorials with professional writers, and were able to relax and flex their writing 

muscles in the peaceful setting of the beautiful Shropshire Hills (and develop their cooking and washing up skills!). 

We were also thrilled to host the wonderful Globe Players in the school for a day where three different year groups 

were able to experience live theatre performances.  Year 7s were thrilled by a performance of 'A Christmas Carol' 

and enthusiastically showed their engagement by bombarding the actors with questions.  Year 10s and 11s had the 

opportunity to see engage with some of their key English Literature exam texts on stage - 'An Inspector Calls' and 

'Macbeth' - and this talented troop of actors brought key scenes and essential contextual ideas to life in a 

memorable way that will aid their studies. 

Finally, we had a large number of Key Stage Three students entering their poetry into a Young Writers competition 

where students were asked to take back control by writing a poem on the subject 'Empowered'.   We have had a 

number of students whose poems have been chosen for inclusion into the Empowered Anthology - and are very 

excited about seeing their poems in a published work. 

Mrs Marshall 
English Key Stage Four Co-ordinator 

I’m presently very lucky to have several D of E volunteers in the Library, they all turn up each week eager to help 
with various task’s, usually after school…they are that dedicated! 

As part of their evidence based work they have decided to put up book displays in the 
Library to encourage their peers to borrow and read books. Our first display has been 
produced by Sasha M 10R, the title is ‘Books adapted to Film’, they are all a personal 
choice of Sasha’s. Please see the below picture and if you are passing the Library you 
may be encouraged to borrow one of his books. 

Acts of Kindness 
Alongside Mr Tokarz and the English Department, Year 7 have been working to create 
handmade cards which will be given to residents of local care homes.  As part of the 

‘Acts of Kindness’ movement I have been very impressed by the creativity, artistic focus and kindness that the boys 
have poured into these cards.  The Care Home managers have told me what a difference these cards make; many 
residents have few visitors or family and the cards made by the boys bring a lot of joy and happiness. Check the 
school website to see these wonderful cards soon. 

 

Mrs Waterman 
Librarian 
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Classics Department News  

Professor gives advice to Oxbridge candidates 

 On Thursday 2nd December we were privileged to welcome 

Professor Peter Maunden to school to provide a practice interview 

experience for our students applying to Cambridge and Oxford 

universities.  

Professor Maunden is a former university professor and chief 

examiner. Our Oxbridge candidates benefited hugely from this 

experience, prior to the real thing. Students found the interview 

tips and the experience invaluable.  

Mr Nagpal 
Professor Maunden pictured with Head Boy Sidney.  

 

 

 

 

It's been a really busy term in Classics: we've watched 

the global premiere of Tom Stoppard's 'Penelope'; sixth-

form students have attended a webinar on Roman 

Britain and competed in the David Raeburn dramatic 

competition; Year 10 Classical Civilisation students have 

crafted Roman versions of the Ancient Egyptian game 

'Senet' where the players have to navigate their way 

through the underworld; and Year 8 Latinists have 

entered the Classical Association's national creative 

writing competition (this is open to all ages and we 

encourage everyone to get involved: 

https://classicalassociation.org/competition/).  

We also settled the question of whether fifth-century 

Athens or first-century Rome provided a better life for 

male citizens, using the Spartan method of 'acclamation' 

to vote at the end of assemblies, with Athens winning the 

overall victory.  

  Classics Club has returned in force, with topics as 

diverse as Persian Kings, the earliest writing system of 

Ancient Greek (Linear B) and a resoundingly 

successful premiere of a new game, devised by Year 9, 

based on the assassination of Julius Caesar: 'Secret Brutus'.  

We wish everyone a happy Saturnalia (the Roman festival that took place during December): io Saturnalia! 

Ms Sams 

Head of Classics 

 

 

https://classicalassociation.org/competition/
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Senior Maths Challenge   

Safeguarding & Wellbeing Update   

 

 
 

The Senior Maths Challenge took place in November for students in years 11, 12, and 13. The Senior Maths 

Challenge is run by the UK Maths Trust and uses the knowledge students learn in school to test them on problem 

solving and logic questions. 

Another successful year resulted in over 100 of the competing students gaining certificates in either bronze, silver or 

gold, with 16 achieving gold and qualifying for the follow on 'Senior Kangaroo'. We expect to hear the results from 

this in the coming weeks. 

A special mention to Aaryan L, Salman C, and Hasan S who achieved the best scores in their respective year groups. 

 

Mr F. Slingsby 

2nd in the Mathematics Department 

 
 
 
 
 
Amongst the judgements of Ofsted, we were very pleased that they found we have a ‘strong culture of safeguarding’ 
and ‘make sure that the well-being of every pupil is of the highest importance.’ We will continue to work closely with 
parents to ensure this remains the case. 
  
Details of counselling and counselling-type services available within the school can be found on the school website 
here:  https://www.watfordboys.org/573/counselling  
 
Parents should always feel welcome to raise concerns with the school about their son’s mental health and to enquire 
about services available. 
  
A reminder that the school engages with Operation Encompass. Under this national strategy, schools are informed 
when the police attend domestic incidents in homes where children are resident. More information is available 
here: www.operationencompass.org. We make discreet wellbeing checks on such students. 
  
A further reminder that the school has previously and will in the future engage the services of a sniffer dog to seek 

confirmation of our view that the school is safe from the presence of drugs. 

 

Mr MacLeod 
Deputy Headmaster & Safeguarding Lead 

 

 

 

 

 
The embodiment of the WBGS value of ‘kindness’ was shown with the success of a series of fundraising 
events.  To date fundraising for charities from members of our school community are as follows: 
  Non-uniform/Christmas Jumper Day £2,272.00 
  8P AfghanAid     £ 114.85 
  7T Sponsored silence     £ 250.13 
  Dark Knight Rises – Charity film event £ 416.00 

Well done to everyone involved for your hard work and generosity! 
 

 

Charity Success throughout the School   

https://www.watfordboys.org/573/counselling
http://www.operationencompass.org/
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Our musicians have once again had a very busy 

term! After a slow and slightly cautious start in 

September with some of our ensembles, our 

musicians worked extremely hard to prepare two 

outstanding concerts in late November. We were 

delighted with the boys’ efforts to bring music 

back to what had been an often quiet Muse 

Concert Hall. As a result, the 180 boys managed to 

recapture the atmosphere and musical quality 

witnessed on so many past occasions before a 

grateful and very proud audience. The concerts 

started with a performance that should have 

occurred in the summer if we had been able to 

have our usual Prizewinners’ Concert. Kaeshav A 

and Ben P had both been awarded the Rosebowl by the visiting adjudicator at the Music Competition. I thought it 

would be fitting to restart our concert series with one of these solo performances. Ben has now left school, but 

Kaeshav is still with us and he started the proceedings with two Kaputsin Concert Etudes that were absolutely 

outstanding and had the audience on their feet. Many of our new year 7 students have  had very few opportunities 

for performance in their primary schools during the pandemic, so in September we put them all together to create 

the Year 7 Orchestra; they presented Mars Bonfire’s Born to be Wild most effectively, some of the students playing 

in a concert for the very first time. Following the brass ensemble’s lively rendition of Bruce Fraser’s Bossa Nova, it 

was the turn of the Senior Choir to present a programme of popular pieces: Barbra Ann, made famous by the Beach 

Boys, two Lennon and McCartney songs, When I’m 64 and With a little help from my Friends and the more recent A 

Million Dreams from The Greatest Showman. After a period of a year and half with no singing or very little singing 

either in class or in ensembles due to the restrictions, it was really great to hear the combined voices of the Senior 

Choir again.  

Quincy Jones’s Soul Bossa Nova was 

the chosen piece for the Intermediate 

Wind Band, and their performance 

was most enjoyable to listen to. Just 

before the interval it was the turn of 

the Big Band with two pieces, firstly 

the Neal Hefti original, Splanky made 

famous by Count Basie and his 

orchestra. There were great solo 

moments from Charlie C, Will V and 

Tom H and once again an exciting 

ensemble sound produced by so many 

new members. The second piece was 

Mongo Santamaria’s Afro Blue with 

exciting solos from Geoff C and 

Kaeshav A. At the start of the second half of the concert, the Rising Star Trophy was awarded to Sammy L for the 

musical potential witnessed during lockdown when he submitted excellent solo video recordings for our music 

projects. He also gained a place in the National Children’s Orchestra, a great achievement and honour for one of our 

young trombonists. The next musical item was the Brass Band’s performance of Survivor’s Eye of the Tiger, played 

with great energy and character.  

 

Music News   
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The Senior Wind Band were in fine form too with their rendition of Paul Mertha’s arrangement of Queen of Soul and 

then John Williams’ iconic music to Star Wars: The Force Awakens. The final group to play was the Senior Orchestra 

with Tchaikovsky’s March Slav and then a spectacular arrangement of pieces linked together by references to New 

York and entitled A Salute to the Big Apple. It was a real pleasure to introduce many new players to the delights of 

orchestral playing and produce an electric performance to round off the evening’s entertainment. Echoing the 

Headmaster’s summing up, this was truly outstanding and everyone should be very proud of their achievements and 

indeed being part of the eagerly awaited renaissance of live concert performances at school.   

 

Next term’s concerts are scheduled for Wednesday 23rd March and Thursday 24th March.: dates for the diary! 

ABRSM Music Exams are being hosted in this last week of term and the results should be with us in early January. 

Those wishing to take an exam here next term should let Mr Hussey know in the first week back after the Christmas 

holiday. 

 

The Instrumental Music Timetables for the first half of the Spring Term will be sent out during the holidays, so please 

ask your son to look out for his timetable via his school gmail account and to make every effort to practise and to 

attend the lessons regularly, so that they are not wasted. Some lessons will start on Tuesday 4th January, the first day 

back after the break, so please ask him to check the dates and timings very carefully. 

 

Mr Hussey 
Director of Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were very excited to host a climate debate in the 

STEM centre, our first debate in over a year and a half. 

The panel, chaired by Mr Horner, consisted of House of 

Lords members Natalie Bennet and John Randall; local 

MP Dean Russell; and Insulate Britain spokesman Liam 

Norton. They debated several topics including what 

individuals can do to combat the climate crisis, and the 

government's green agenda, encouraging a large 

audience to attend and ask the panellists thought-

provoking questions. We are glad that it was such a 

success! 

Kabir K Year 12 

 
 
 
 

  

  
  

Music News   

Politics Society - Climate Change Debate 
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PRE News 

 

 

 

 

Zohaib and the rest of 8P organised a charity football tournament to raise money for AfghanAid. All the Year 8 form 

groups competed in a knockout tournament, with 8C coming out as the eventual winners after beating 8R in the 

final. Altogether, over £100 was raised from the entry fees. 

Zohaib: "After seeing what has 

been happening in Afghanistan, 

innocent people being caught 

in the middle of a conflict, I 

wanted to support them in 

some way. So I thought, what 

better than to seek the help of 

Year 8. Hopefully, the money 

raised could change a life, 

provide a family shelter, or give 

them food for a month." 

Thabo (from the winning team): 

"The frosty pitch was definitely 

a struggle to play on and maybe affected the outcome of the game. 8C had controlled the midfield for the majority 

of the game, however the defence of 8R was unmatched.  Towards the end of the game, the push for a goal had 

begun, and this vital opportunity presented itself from a free kick. The ball was passed to Desmond, who faked a 

shot and proceeded to shoot, where his shot was deflected into the bottom left corner. The game finished 1-0 to 8C, 

sealing their first inter-form win since they arrived at the school last year." 

 

We had an incredible Interfaith Week. Year 7 - 9 participated in a logo competition, year assemblies were led by A 

Level PRE students and the Sixth Form lecture was a debate about the role of Christianity in the UK.    

In addition to this, faith societies opened their doors to everyone and led some fascinating sessions as well as 

incredible Junior debating society led by our fantastic Senior Prefects.    

 Year 12 & 13 A level students have participated in online exam skill sessions with our lead author Libby Ahluwalia 
 Year 10 GCSE students welcomed old boy Imran to their lessons where he ran Q & A sessions on Islam.  This is to 

prepare them for their Islam exam 
 All of year 9 should note that they will all be off timetable 25th January (period 3 and 4) & 4th February (all day) 

for Core PRE sessions 
 We are thrilled to see the return of the year 10 Alan Senitt Upstanders Programme. The programme, now in its 

13th year, gives ten of our Year 10 students the opportunity to work with other schools and build their 
leadership skills.  We are proud at Watford Boys, to have been one of the four founding schools of the 
programme.  This year we will be working with Immanuel College (Bushey), Eden Girls School (Waltham Forest) 
& King Soloman High Schol (Ilford).  The 1st session took place here in December and the next session is in 
January at Immanuel College.  The students will graduate in late June with a graduation planned to take place at 
Facebook (now Meta) in London.   
 

Mrs Charlton 
Head of Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 

8p Organise a Charity Football Match   
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Inter Faith Week Art Competition 

 

Inter Faith Week  

 

 

 

Year 12 student Josh  describes what Inter Faith week is all about: 

 

Interfaith Week 2021 

 

In times where religious persecution is spreading at a high rate, it is mandatory to make steps to at least slow down 

this problem if we can not prevent these acts of religiously motivated violence. Engaging in political dialogue and 

speaking up about the need to obey legal standards and international law obligations is nearly not enough.  

 
This is where interfaith dialogue can be a great step towards solving this issue. Interfaith dialogue is the 
communication, dialogue and cooperation between different faiths and religious groups although the key concept of 
interfaith dialogue is it being an international encounter and interaction between religious groups. Interfaith 
dialogue can unlock the power of religious traditions and provide the inspiration, guidance and validation necessary 
for populations to move toward non-violent means of conflict resolution. These dialogues have become an 
increasingly important tool for those who seek to end conflict worldwide. 
 
Interfaith week (14-21 November 2021) raises awareness to the idea of interfaith dialogue however it is important to 
understand that interfaith is a constant battle and not just an ‘event’. The aims of the week are: 

 Strengthen good interfaith relations at all levels 
 Increase awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the UK, in particular celebrating and 

building on the contribution which their members make to their neighbourhoods and to wider society 
 Increase understanding between people of religious and non-religious beliefs 

 

“Inter Faith Week is a perfect opportunity for people of all beliefs to reach out to and learn from different 

communities. - Kemi Badenoch MP 

 

Each year, thousands of people get involved in activities relating to interfaith. In recent years, millions of people 

have encountered the week and its positive messages especially through social media. In 2020, the first mainly 

virtual interfaith week was developed due to impacts on COVID and this is still done to this day. Hundreds of 

organisations hold activities for the week, using it as a platform for activities which share its aims. Many also use it to 

try out new approaches and create new partnerships between different religious groups and ultimately stopping 

discrimination. 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8 had an art competition during 

Interfaith week to design a 

logo.  Congratulations to Noah in 7B who won 

with this cheerful and optimistic creation 

pictured below. 
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Year 7 & 8 PRE Christmas competition 2021 
Over the Christmas holidays get creative! 

Choose any famous religious story from any religion. 

Create a scene from that story using LEGO. 

Take a photo of the scene and email it to your PRE teacher by 4th January 

2022 along with a short description.  

There will be prizes for 1st and 2nd in both year 7 and 8. 

For more information, please contact Mrs Charlton. 

GO & GET CREATIVE! 

 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 27th January 2022 ‘One Day’ 

 
Create a piece of artwork that represents this year’s theme of ‘One Day’. 
It could be: 

 A photograph 
 A logo 
 A sculpture 
 A painting  
 A short video 

Anything can be considered a piece of art.  The best pieces will be entered into The Fullerian 2022 
 

All submissions must be with Mrs Charlton & Miss Dreiser by 5th January 2022. 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/this-years-theme/ 

 

 

 

 

This term we are delighted to report that practical lessons in the food 

department are back in full swing. Year 7 have been designing and making 

their own savoury salads, whilst year 8 have created international street 

food dishes. 

We have also seen the return of year 8 baking club with Mrs Zacharia, 

supported by year 12 students Dilan R and Joseph D. The current year 8 

bakers have enjoyed making their sweet bakes which include shortbread 

biscuits and chocolate marble cakes. Each group will have a bake off, the winner going forward to the final in the 

summer term.  Year 8 pupils can add their name to join future baking clubs by contacting Mrs Zacharia. 

The end of this term has seen the introduction of a course of cooking lessons specifically for year 12 and 13 students, 

teaching essential skills and a variety of dishes to those who will be going to university in the next year or so. 

Students have made chilli and macaroni cheese so far and will be tackling a chicken or vegetable roast next! These 

lessons are run by Akshay Patel and Ms Howard on a Friday after school - if your son is interested then he should 

contact one of us to discuss it. 

Ms Howard 

Food Technology 

Food Tech News   

PRE Christmas Holidays Lego Competition   

Holocaust Memorial Day   

https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/this-years-theme/
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We have had a fantastic response across all three Key Stages to our inaugural 

History Essay competition. Students took it upon themselves to read and 

research a wide variety of topics and themes to answer the three questions. 

We had discussions from Ancient Rome, to Sun Tzu through to Napoleon and 

WWI and the field of entries was very strong. Prizes will be awarded at the 

end of term assemblies, but great credit needs to go to the students who 

went above and beyond their work in the classroom to submit such excellent 

essays. If you weren't successful this year, then I would suggest beginning 

your reading earlier so you are more than prepared for an even stronger 

competition next year. 

Best wishes for a peaceful 

festive season. 

Mr McDermott 
Head of History 

 

 

 

The Fathers’ Book Club is an opportunity to get together to 
chat about a book. At the end of each meeting, another 
book is suggested for the next half-term.  Meetings are very 
informal and friendly, please be assured you won’t have to 
sit at a desk, sit a test or listen to a lecture by a teacher.  

Research shows that boys read when they see their fathers 
reading, which is why we are making it a men-only affair. So, 
we particularly wish to extend this invitation to those of you 
who may not have picked up a book for a few years. 

We have been running the Fathers’ Book Club for 16 years 
and it is always great to see new faces at the start of the 
year. Feel free to try it out once! I look forward to meeting 
some of you. 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each half term at 
7pm in the Clarendon Muse. 

The next meeting of the Book Club will be on Tuesday 4th January 
2022 at 7pm in The Clarendon Muse, discussing A Wizard of 
Earthsea. 

Mr Jim MacLeod 
Deputy Headmaster 

 

 

Witold Pilecki, the man who volunteered to go into Auschwitz concentration camp. Find out more and 

read the winning entry from WBGS student in last year’s competition here: 

https://historyoftotalitarianism.com/school-history-essay-prize-2020-21-results/ 

 

Father’s Book Club – come along!  

Witold Pilecki History Essay Competition 2021   

https://historyoftotalitarianism.com/school-history-essay-prize-2020-21-results/
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Christmas Jumper Day  

Friends of WBGS News & Updates  

 

 

 

 

Friday 10th December saw school ties replaced with tinsel and blazer with 
baubles as Christmas jumper day was celebrated with a non-uniform day.  Mr 
Beere and Thomas from Year 7 really got into the spirit of things (pictured 
below).   

  

 

 

 

 
It was so wonderful to be welcoming people back this half-term to our 

first big in-person event since March 2020, and for it to be one of the 

most popular too – our annual Quiz Night.  It was once again a well-

attended and really enjoyable evening, with almost 140 tickets sold and 

as always, hosted by Mr Cooksey as Quizmaster.  Accompanied by 

delicious food prepared once again by Punjabi Gourmet, those taking 

part enjoyed a fun night stretching their minds to answer a wide variety 

of questions. There were a lot of high-scoring teams this year and the 

evening culminated in a tiebreaker; with the only staff team this year eventually being declared the winners. As well 

as it being a most enjoyable evening, we raised just a few 

pounds short of £2000 for the school, so thank you to everyone 

for your support. Let’s hope fundraising events and activities are 

back! 

Match Funding - Can You Help Us Double the Quiz Night Profit? 

Many organisations offer its employees a match funding policy, 

which means monies raised from a charity you nominate could 

be matched by your employer. Companies may match the 

fundraising total from a particular event or fundraising activity 

such as a raffle.  

If just one parent could nominate us for their match funding, then we could potentially immediately double the quiz 

night profit to £3,952.72! Could you be that one parent?  All you need to do is ask your employer / HR department if 

they offer a match funding policy, then the Friends of School can supply you with a letter detailing the date and 

nature of the event, together with the total raised. It really is that simple! 

We understand that the high street banks, building societies, supermarkets and large corporations are likely to do 

match funding, but these schemes are not exclusive to the major corporate giants. If you work for an independent 

company, they may be interested in charitable giving through match funding too. 

Please ask your employer and if it is possible to match fund, email to info@friendsofwbgs.org and we will 

provide the information you need.  

mailto:info@friendsofwbgs.org
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Moving On – A Last Thank you!  

This Friends of School report is my last as, after 4 years in the role, I stood down as Chair at the recent AGM.  I have 

immensely enjoyed my time as Chair and, as well as feeling proud to have been part of a number of activities and 

events which have brought parents and students together and raised considerable funds for the school, it has 

enabled me to meet other parents and feel much more a part of the school community.  My role would not have 

been possible without the support and hard work of a small, but hugely dedicated team of volunteers and I would 

like to thank each and every one of them, as well as all those parents who have bought event or raffle tickets, 

donated uniform and raffle prizes, and supported our activities in many different ways.   

I am delighted to be handing over the role to two Year 7 parents, Rakhshanda Hussain and Nikita Mistry who, along 

with the support of new and longer-standing Committee Members, the Class Reps and other volunteers, will do a 

great job continuing the work of the Friends of School, and I wish them the very best of luck. We are always keen to 

welcome new faces to the Friends, in whatever capacity you’d like to get involved, be it serving drinks, helping 

organise events or contributing new ideas. Any amount of time you can give, small or large, will always be welcomed 

and much appreciated. Please get in touch via info@friendsofwbgs.org 

Thank you. Wishing you and your families a very healthy and happy festive season.  

Mrs Amanda Rafferty   

Chair WBGS Friends of School      www.friendsofwbgs.org 

E-mail info@friendsofwbgs.org 

 

Stay in Touch 
If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram 

@watfordboysgrammar 

https://www.instagram.com/watfordboysgrammar/ 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/WBGSExcellence 

Facebook – School Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys 

Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

 

mailto:info@friendsofwbgs.org
http://www.friendsofwbgs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys

