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Welcome to the first Headmaster’s Newsletter of 2022! Christmas seems a distant memory now and with good 

reason, as the first half-term of the year has been very busy. Our Year 11 students undertook their mock exams, an 

important practice experience ahead of public examinations this summer. Well done boys, your hard work and 

preparation for mocks will be rewarded with the results you deserve in the summer.  

The frequency with which mini-buses and coaches depart the school on an almost daily occurrence is a very 

welcome sign that our WBGS Sports teams are back in the game.   Our brilliant PE Department have been working 

assiduously (including weekends) to ensure Watford Boys are representing a wide range of sports at competitive 

fixtures including hockey, rugby, basketball, racquet sports and swimming.  It has not just been the sportsmen busy 

attending competitive events, our academic prowess has also been demonstrated in maths and chess too.  

 

Please enjoy reading updates from subjects, news and events from around the whole school community, remember 

you can also stay up-to-date with school news on the school website www.watfordboys.org 

I wish you an enjoyable February half term break. 

 

Mr Ian Cooksey 

Headmaster 
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The Academic bloggers are continuing with their intellectual 

endeavours with recent posts such as “On the Modern-day Pandora’s 

Box : 2. Beginning our Voyage – The Greek Genesis2”. 

 

The Looking Glass Academic Blog 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The English Department organised a trip to the Freud Museum for all the A- level students studying English and Film 

studies.  Read the full student report detailing the experience the trip offered on the school website here: 

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/91/film-studies-students-visit-freud-museum 

 

Dr Zanganeh  

English Teacher and KS5 Coordinator  

Academic Blog   

English & Film students visit Freud Museum   

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/
https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/91/film-studies-students-visit-freud-museum
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House Competitions 

Students have continued to earn an amazing amount of House points this half term. Just over 37000 have been 

awarded with Year 7 being the main recipients. This sees Fuller lead the race for House Cup at the half way stage 

with 6910 Hps with Bushey close behind with 6030 Hps. The Houses were updated with all the latest standings by 

their Lower 6th House Captains, who delivered another excellent set of assemblies to round the term off.  In the 

Charity Goblet, Fuller also lead the way with a staggering £720 raised so far, there are still lots of opportunities to 

fund raise to contribute to the fantastic £2,992.00 already banked for our good causes – The Samaritans and Herts 

Young Homeless. Well done all. 

Mr Beere 

House Coordinator 

 

 

 

  

  

French Club 
Every Thursday French club is on and all the year 7s and 

8s are welcome. We play a variety of games, such as 

baccalauréat, boules, quizzes and hangman, with lots of 

snacks and prizes to be won! French club provides lots of 

opportunities to improve your French and learn more 

about French culture in a fun and fantastic way. This term 

on 6th of January we have celebrated La Fête des Rois 

where Mrs Hems kindly made a delicious Galette des Rois 

as well as a Couronne des Rois. The boys who found the 

charm in their cake won the crown. This week was La 

Chandeleur and we had pancakes to celebrate. The club is 

run by Alex (French assistant) and Mrs Twyford with the 

help of three sixth-formers - Henry, Miren and Daanyaal. 

 

Year 12 French soirée 

 On the last Thursday before Christmas we were treated to an evening of French culture! Luckily we had the whole 

James Theatre to ourselves as we watched La Famille Bélier. Afterwards, Mrs Twyford and Mrs Graham prepared 

(rather a lot of) delicious traditional food and drink, which was also accompanied by traditional French music. Sadly, 

the evening had to end at around 5:00pm, but we all had a great time.  

Mrs Twyford 

Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

 

 

 

House News   

MFL News   
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The PRE department has been exceptionally active this half term with a wide variety of events and activities taking 

place. 

 The winner of the PRE Lego competition was Jonathan Kallanpuran 

 The winners of the Holocaust Memorial Day art competition were Todd Graham and Alexander Macmillian 

 Abhinav winner of the Holocaust Memorial Day 

Logo Competition. 

 The winner of the PRE Lego competition was 

Jonathan Kallanpuran. 

 The winner of the Holocaust Memorial Day essay 

writing competition was Shaarigan Nisanthan. 

 Dame Helen Hyde gave a lecture to Sixth 

Formers. 

 Year 10 Alan Senitt Upstanders participants had 

their first session of the programme at Guru 

Nanak Academy. The next session will be after 

half term at Nower Hill School. 

 Year 12 PRE students were off timetable for an online Philosophy Conference hosted by Merchant Taylors.  

Year 9 Core PRE 
All of year 9 were off timetable for the 1st of two Core PRE drop down days. The theme for the day was the 

Holocaust.  The next drop down will be on the 6th July during Enrichment Week. Student Aarav Pradeep has 

written an account of what took place during Drop Down day which can be read in full on the school website 

here: https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/89/pre-drop-down-day-by-aarav-pradeep 

Guest Lecture from Mr Michael Birbing   

All of year 9 were off timetable to hear the testimony of Michael Bibring, son of Harry Bibring. Harry (Michael's 

father) visited WBGS every year for 10 years until his passing away in 2019 when he would talk about being a 

child of the Kindertransport.  The A Level PRE prize is named in Harry's honour 

‘One Day’ Essay Writing Competition  
The winner of the ‘One Day’ essay writing competition was Theo. Read his winning entry on The Looking Glass 

Academic Blog here: 

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2022/01/the-importance-of-one-day-holocaust.html 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE News   

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/89/pre-drop-down-day-by-aarav-pradeep
https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2022/01/the-importance-of-one-day-holocaust.html
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Holocaust Memorial Day – Thursday 27th January 2022 
WBGS has marked Holocaust Memorial day this year.   The theme of 'one day' has been marked through: 

 Main school assemblies led by Sixth Form Historians 
 An article in the 'Looking Glass' by Caleb Huang in year 12 
 A Holocaust Memorial Day essay writing competition by Shaarigan Nisanthan  
 A Holocaust Memorial Day art competition were Todd Graham,and Alexander Macmillian  
 Year 9 lecture on the life of Harry Bibring by his son Michael 
 KS3 English students wrote a 200 didactic story based around 'one day' 

 
Students and staff across our school community took part 
in the Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony by lighting 
candles and safely putting them in their windows to 
remember those who were murdered for who they were 
and to stand against prejudice and hatred today.  
If you are interested in finding out more about Holocaust 
Memorial Day, please visit www.hmd.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day 2022 PRE Challenge  

How many of these can you read between now and 3rd March 2022? Have a go! 

Email Mrs Charlton & Mrs Waterman by 2nd March with no more than 600 words on 

which of the characters in at least two of the books you would choose to invite for 

dinner and why? 

Anyone who reads all of them could win a prize! Enjoy! 

 

 You Are a Champion: How to Be the Best You Can Be by 

Marcus Rashford 

 Anne Frank the Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 

 The Lion Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S Lewis 

 A Good Day for Climbing Trees by Jaco Jacobs  

 The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown 

 Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

 

 

Remember…Hertfordshire Libraries members are able to borrow books, read eBooks and listen to 

audiobooks for free! 

If you are not yet a member, you are able to join for free then borrow items from the Library or online. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hmd.org.uk/
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Well done to all students who submitted entries to the Witold Pilecki History essay competition and congratulations 

to our winners Henry, Rupert and Esa. Well done on writing and submitting such a diverse and detailed range of 

essays, reading them all was a pleasure; families of boys who entered the competition should be feeling very proud.  

 

The key stage 5 winner was Henry Peart and his essay has been published on Looking Glass Academic Blog 

here: https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2021/12/the-stasi.html  

The key stage 3 winner was a great essay by Rupert Zahibi and the key stage 4 winner Esa Brister, both essays can be 

read in full here: https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/94/history-witold-pileckio-essay-competition-

winners 

 

 

 

Hans Woyda, an incredibly challenging and hence prestigious mathematical competition among 64 schools with a 

long waiting list for schools interested to be part of. 

In the first round of the competition we achieved a high score placing us in the top 25 schools among the 64 

competing and although we did not make it to the Main competition (the top 16 schools), we qualified for the Plate 

competition. WBGS are unique in the fact that we have ensured that as many boys as possible have had the 

opportunity to experience a Hans Woyda match in the first round and we had different members of the team every 

time. WBGS were the Plate Winner back in 2017 and we believe we can repeat this achievement again this year. 

Quarter Finals 

A team of 4 of our boys competed in the quarter-

finals of the Hans Woyda Plate Competition on 

Thursday 27th January – it took place in University 

College School in Hampstead, our hosts and 

opponents, and it was a knockout match at this 

stage. 

Hamish S – Yr13, Salman C– Yr12, Jakub S – Yr11, 

Ray C – Yr9 

The boys WON in a very tightly contested match 

with a superb effort in the final race of the 

competition - they entered losing by one point 

(UCS - WBGS : 25-24) but managed to win with 

final score 27-34! Next, semi-finals… 

Read a full report about the semi-finals here: 

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/95/hans-woyda-northern-plate-competition-semi-final-

wbgs-qeb 

 

Miss Glypti  

History News    

Hans Woyda Mathematical Competition    

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2021/12/the-stasi.html
https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/94/history-witold-pileckio-essay-competition-winners
https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/94/history-witold-pileckio-essay-competition-winners
https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/95/hans-woyda-northern-plate-competition-semi-final-wbgs-qeb
https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/95/hans-woyda-northern-plate-competition-semi-final-wbgs-qeb
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We are delighted to report a success for 

our very own WBGS chess team. The 

U14A team, consisting of Rishabh S 9G, 

Siddharth S 8R, Rupert Z 8P and Aarnav J 

8N, have proven themselves to be some 

of the best players in the lower school, 

and this was shown by their incredible 

performance against St Albans, where 

they stayed calm and collected against 

very strong opposition. This resulted in a 

confident victory of 3.5 - 0.5. 

 

This is an outstanding result: not only is 

this the first chess fixture we have had as 

a school in WBGS’ recent history, but it 

was also the first time for almost all of 

the players playing competitively outside of school, although you wouldn’t have known given their performance! We 

are lucky to have such talented chess players, as well as Mr Slingsby to organise all of this for us, and we look 

forward to future chess fixtures. 

 

Yueyang Year 13 

Chess Club Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Football Discussions Society has 

been running on Tuesday 

lunchtimes (in Room 201) for 

students in Year 8. We discuss 

and debate a range of footballing 

topics and recent discussions 

have included the Newcastle 

takeover, AFCON and Messi v 

Ronaldo! We always do a quiz at 

the end of the session and the 

current leader is Shiv S with an 

impressive 12 points. If you are in 

Year 8 and this sounds interesting 

then come along! 

Uzayr M & Mohammed D (Year 8) 

 

Football Society    

Chess Champions    
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Geography society has 

been taking place on a 

Friday lunchtime in Room 

200 and has attracted a 

lot of interest from 

students in Year 7 right up 

to Year 13. Each week a 

new topic is explored, 

ranging from small-scale 

sustainable practises to 

the deepest corners of the oceans. It has allowed students of all age groups and different interests to learn 

something new! Usually Geography A-Level students in the Lower Sixth organise the sessions, but in recent weeks 

we have seen some fantastic presentations from students lower down the school, with Saad R (Year 8) looking at 

natural resources, Jameel P (Year 10) investigating innovative technologies and Adam H (Year 10) exploring flags and 

unknown places. We look forward to more exciting sessions in the coming weeks!  

Qays J (Year 12) 

 

 

 

The talents of our students go well beyond the classroom as demonstrated by James V in year 9.  James has been 

combining his passion for photography and technology by capturing stunning images of local scenes from the sky. 

Here are a few samples of his excellent work, see if you can recognise the local landmarks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talented photography from the sky    

Geography Society    

 

 
 



Page 9 of 14 
 

Economics Update  

Music News  

 

c 

The study of Economics at WBGS has to keep up with the ever changing pace of economics in the real world and we 

have made a positive start to 2022:   

-Economics club, is reactivated and students are attending regularly including KS3 and KS4 alongside with KS5 

students,  

- Renovated economics boards which attracts more students' attention,  

- Subscription to Economics Today for students' access 

Mrs Shams 

 

 

 

Many congratulations to the musicians who played at Senior Prizegiving in early January. The evening started with a 

wonderfully evocative rendition of the Prelude from the Suite Bergamasque played on the piano by Yueyang Han. 

The musical interlude should have been a performance of one of Shostakovich’s string quartet movements, but 

sadly, Covid reduced our quartet and so the leader of the quartet, Isaac Boxall very kindly stepped up to play the 

traditional Black Eyes on the violin, and what a flamboyant performance he gave. The musical finale was a further 

flamboyant performance, this time by Kaeshav Anand on the piano, a rendition of Etude no. 11, op. 25, Winter Wind 

by Chopin, a magnificent end to a superb evening of celebration. 

In the Christmas exam period, we were delighted to hear the news of three of our musicians achieving superb results 

in their performance diplomas, Izac Rabot and Conan Li on the piano and Stefan Makhoul on the flute. An amazing 

accomplishment for all three young musicians. 

Congratulations also go to Benjamin Smith (cello) for his Distinction at Grade 7 and to Isaac Boxall (violin) for his 

Distinction at Grade 8. Merits were achieved by Khelan Mistry (cello) at Grade 6 and Veer Dhanani (flute) at Grade 4. 

There were strong passes secured by William Farnsworth (piano) at Grade 5, Kirijan Vignarajan (clarinet) at Grade 7, 

Nabil Moledina (piano) at Grade 6 and Edward Dunn (piano) also at Grade 6. This term’s Associated Board Music 

Examinations are on Friday April 1stand anyone who is having lessons outside school and wants to join us for their 

assessment, then please let Mr Hussey know straight after the half term break. 

Students having instrumental lessons in school will receive their new instrumental timetables for the second half of 

term via their personal school Gmail during the half term holiday. Please remind your son to check his school Gmail 

for this timetable and he should let Mr Hussey know if this has not been received at the very start of term. We would 

suggest that students make a careful note of their weekly lesson times in their school planners so that they do not 

miss their lessons. 

Looking towards the second half of term, we have the two Spring Concerts planned for Wednesday 23rd March and 

Thursday 24th March and I will issue details about these events in due course via InTouch. I do hope that lots of you 

will be able to join us for these events. 

At some point in the summer term, we hope to hold our Annual Music Competition. This will give many students an 

opportunity to perform in the Muse Concert Hall in front of a visiting adjudicator. Details about how to enter will 

appear during the second half of term. There will be classes that cater for any instrument, prizes awarded and it is a 

great experience for our musicians and fun too! 

Mr Hussey 

Director of Music 
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Drama News  

Science News  

 

 

 

We are delighted to announce that WBGS will be 

presenting a whole school production of Lionel 

Bart’s Oliver this summer.  

This is a very exciting opportunity for boys to get 

involved in what will be an all singing, all dancing 

spectacular show.   

Auditions will take place after half-term. 

Save the date for the shows which will take place at 7pm from 13th to 16th July 2022. 

 

 

 

Industrial Cadets Gold University Residential Workshop - 13-14 January 

       
 

After what feels like an eternity of restrictions, six year 12 students attended a two day residential workshop at the 

University of Kent as part of the Industrial Cadets Gold programme.  Watford Boys was one of twelve schools 

attending. They enjoyed a tour of the university’s engineering department and the facilities available to them during 

the workshop, not to mention a couple of short presentations relating to careers in engineering and student life at 

University of Kent. The rest of the time they worked on their project and were able to take advantage of the 

AutoCAD software available to render a 2D file which allowed them to use a laser cutter to cut out the wood pieces 

needed for their model. This was fantastic as they could not have done this at school and in addition to learning 

some new skills, enabled them to make significant progress on their project. It was not all work though, everyone 

tried out the virtual reality equipment members of the university department are working on which was very 

exciting. All in all the trip was rewarding and productive for the team and they returned more enthusiastic than ever. 

 

Dr Sadler 
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Sports News  

 

 

 

 
The Sports department has been a flurry of activity since the start of the new term and we have been impressed 

with the dedication and enthusiasm shown by all of the boys.  To stay up to date with the latest news about 

forthcoming fixtures and to see the latest results please make use of the Watford Boys dedicated sports website 

here:  https://www.watfordboyssports.org/Fixtures_Teams.asp?Id=359 

 

 

Cross Country 

The Senior relay team recently competed at the King Henry VIII Coventry National Open event. Just over 50 schools 

competed and our runners from years 10, 12 and 13 ran excellent legs against English Schools champions and held 

their own. Our top runner was Filippos M in Y10 who was running his first fixture for the school. A thank you goes to 

Captain Joshua H who supplied the team with cookies for the bus trip home!  

Mr Beere 

 

 

https://www.watfordboyssports.org/Fixtures_Teams.asp?Id=359
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Sports News  

 

 

Hockey 

We have turned to our students to provide match reports to capture some of our recent fixtures, Husayn Meralinand 

QAYS Judge have written brilliant overviews of the fixtures which you can read in full here: 

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/92/hockey-news-february-2022 

 

Return to Swimming with success! 

This half term has seen a welcome 

return to swimming competition after 

a two year hiatus due to the Covid 

pandemic. Congratulations to the 

following boys who won their 

respective events and are now District 

Champions! 

 

Junior Boys 

Yuvan Gulvady - 100m Individual 

Medley and 25m Butterfly 

Intermediate Boys 

Will Buckley - 100m IM and 50m 

Backstroke 

Alex Twyford - 50m Breaststroke 

Theo Lim - 50m Butterfly 

Charlie Padgham - 50m Freestyle 

Senior Boys 

Will Presland - 50m Freestyle 

Luke Flynn, Enzo Lim, Hasan Sharestani, Will Presland - 4x 50m Freestyle Relay and 4x25m Medley Relay 

We also had silver medals for: 

Juniors 

Nils Cars - 50m Back 

Niko Tkaczuk - 50m Breast 

Felipe Irvine, Victor Dalinet, Kartik Kumar, Kaiyan Shah and Kaiyan Shah (relays) 

Seniors 

Luke Flynn - 100m IM and 50m Back 

Enzo Lim - 50m Fly 

Mr Dyson 

Head of Physical Education 

 

 

 

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/92/hockey-news-february-2022
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Stay connected with the latest from WBGS  

 

 

 

WBGS has several Twitter accounts managed by departments and staff which are a fantastic way to stay 

connected with the day-to-day events and activities taking place in our school, from who won the 

hockey to words of inspiration. Click through to follow on Twitter today: 

Geography @WBGSGeography PRE @WbgsPRE 

Main School Twitter Account @WBGSExcellence  Science @WBGSScience 

Maths @WBGS_Maths Sixth Form @WBGS6thform 

MFL @WBSLanguages Sports @WBGSSport 

Music @WBGSMusic   

 

 

 

As a school with more than 300 years of history we are proud to have a strong alumni network. Former WBGS boys 

go on to a wide variety of careers and we love to share their stories.  Cranfield University recently approached the 

school with a request for information from the archives (The Fuller Memorial Library hosts a dedicated archive room 

in which hundreds of artefacts dating back over the centuries are stored). Cranfield were preparing a film to honour 

Professor Emeritus Denis Howe. Denis attended WBGS from 1938 to 1944 and became Dean of Engineering at 

Cranfield University.  Please enjoy this short film interviewing Denis, an inspiration for all our boys with their sights 

on a career in engineering and aeronautics:  

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/81/alumni-news-professor-denis-howe-interview 

 

ALUMNI NEWS    

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/81/alumni-news-professor-denis-howe-interview
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Friends of WBGS News & Updates  

 

 

 

The Friends made a wonderful start to 2022 by kindly supporting the school with provision of small grants in 

response to requests from departments totalling £1,422,28.  This generous donation has enabled the PRE 

department to buy artefacts to bring learning to life, SSD Cards to speed up music software programmes as well as 

guitar cables and new drumsticks for the Music Department, access to an exam practice online subscription for the 

Maths Department and access to an online verb practice subscription called ‘Language Gym’ for Modern Foreign 

Languages Department.  

Join the Friends of School – get involved! 

Would you… 

 be willing to spare a couple of hours a term? 

 like to get to know other parents and make new friends? 

 help raise money to support our school? 

 have fun? 

The Friends of WBGS is our parent association, a registered charity, that supports our school and thanks to the funds 

raised, helps to make Watford Boys such a very special place. 

More than raising funds the Friends (as the name suggest) helps build and connect our school community.  

There are so many different ways you can get involved from serving drinks at events to helping with the quiz. 

Whatever time you can give is welcomed. 

If you would like to get involved: 

Send us an email to info@friendsofwbgs.org  or 

Come along  -  our next committee meeting takes place on Tuesday 22nd February 2022 at 7:15pm at school in 

the Sports Pavilion – there will be free biscuits  

We look forward to meeting you in person or receiving your emails. 

The Friends of School Committee 

www.friendsofwbgs.org

Stay in Touch 
If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook – School Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys 

Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

 

mailto:info@friendsofwbgs.org
http://www.friendsofwbgs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys

