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Back to school after half-term  

Monday 6th June 2022 

Useful dates Summer Term 2022: 

INSET DAY – Thursday 16th June 2022 

END OF TERM – Friday 21st July 

Link to full school calendar 
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Message from the Headmaster  

 

 

 
The summer term started with much anticipation as we prepared for our return to the exam season, as we once 

knew it.  Year 11 pupils were attentive in their lessons until their final periods and we wish our boys all the best as 

they now embark on their GCSE examinations.   

Assemblies this half term have included themes such as ‘Reasons to be cheerful’ and our staff deliver a range of 

thought-provoking, interesting and always educational assemblies.  They are a pivotal element of school life, 

providing an important opportunity for boys to gather with their whole year group and engage communally.  I would 

encourage you to talk to your sons and ask about their assemblies. I am in no doubt that you will find their feedback 

interesting. They may even remember my recent assembly on ‘integrity’ which is one of our school values and 

something which features regularly in the news at present. 

Aside from the normal full timetable of teaching and exams one can expect in the first half of the summer term, we 

also see our bustling schedule of extra-curricular activities continue to thrive.  A group of maths students crossed the 

pond to America in what can only be described as phenomenal mathematics achievement to take part in the finals of 

the International M3 Maths Competition. Closer to home, but still demonstrating their intrepid capabilities, our Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh Students undertook their expedition to the wilds of Dartmoor. 

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter full of details about school life and wish you all a most enjoyable half term 

break. 

 

Mr Ian Cooksey 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

The Goggle, is the brand new 

and official WBGS science 

newsletter! Click the image to 

read online. 

 

 

 

The Looking Glass is the academic blog written, edited and published 

by WBGS Sixth form Students. 

Read the latest article ‘Our Government Built on Crisis: How Crises 

have Shaped Politics’: 

The Looking Glass Academic Blog 

 

 

School Student Publications    

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2022/05/our-government-built-on-crisis-how.html
file://///filestaff.staff.watfordboys.local/users$/ConnollyD/My%20Pictures/The%20Goggle%20-%20Spring%20_.pdf
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Donate your old/outgrown uniform items 

A call to all those boys who have recently left in Year 11 and anyone 

who has had a growth spurt – please donate your uniform.  

The Second hand uniform shop run by the Friends of School 

volunteers need your donations!  The shop provides affordable 

uniform for boys as well as looking after the environment by 

reducing items going to landfill.  Uniform can be dropped off any 

time at the drop point by the West Gate.  Please make sure: 

 Uniform is in good repair 

 Clean and dry 

 Placed in a clean bag 

Join the Friends of School – parents we need you! 

 Would you be willing to spare a couple of hours a term? 

 Get to know other parents and make new friends. 

 Could you help support our school? 

The Friends of WBGS is our parent association, a registered charity that supports our school and thanks to the social 

connection it provides and the funds raised, helps to make Watford Boys such a very special place.  

We currently need parents to join our executive committee but there so many other ways you can get involved; 

from serving drinks at events to helping with the quiz. Whatever time you can give is welcomed.  

If you would like to get involved, please send us an email to info@friendsofwbgs.org  or visit our website 

http://www.friendsofwbgs.org 

Big Raffle Time 

We are very pleased to announce, it’s the time of 

year to have some fun and get everyone you know to 

support the Friends of School for the Big Raffle 

2022! 

Tickets are on sale now online – click here  

This year we have an extra element of fun.  The form 

which manages to buy the most tickets will receive a 

goodie hamper to thank them for their efforts! So remember to enter your son’s year and form when buying your 

tickets.  Please share the link with all of your friends and family. 

Good Luck! 

The Friends of School Committee 

Registered Charity no. 1073843 

 

Friends of School News   

Second hand uniform drop point at the 

West Gate 

mailto:info@friendsofwbgs.org
http://www.friendsofwbgs.org/
https://www.friendsofwbgs.org/raffles/view/i33jr6afwmra5w7i
https://www.friendsofwbgs.org/raffles/view/i33jr6afwmra5w7i
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In honour of the Queen’s Jubilee Mrs Waterman our School Librarian has created a reading list 

with a selection of fiction books published throughout Queen Elizabeth’s II reign 1952-2022 

Make sure you read a book from each era! Follow the link below to see: 

WBGS Fuller Memorial Jubilee Reading List 

 
 

 

 

 

Year 10 and year 8 pupils had an incredible experience with the 95th Rifle 

Volunteers. 

They experienced the life of a 

volunteer soldier including drilling and 

skirmishes. How a soldier lived on its 

stomach and the food on offer and 

how rudimentary surgery and medical 

care took place on the battlefield. 

They also saw the a rifle volley similar 

to the experience at the Battle of 

Waterloo. A great deal of thanks goes 

out to all the reenactors from the 

95th Rifle Volunteers including 

youngest recruit Ellie and Field Marshal Barnes for creating this amazing 

opportunity for Year 10 Historians and Yr8s. 

Mr McDermott 

Head of History 

  

 

 

 

SPEECH COMPETITIONS 

Students in year 9 and 10 worked on delivering persuasive speeches this term.  A winner was selected in each class 

to perform in front of the entire year group in the James' Theatre. 

We'd like to thank Ms Waterman, our librarian, for leading the judges' panel together with Heads of Year- Ms 

Kotecha (year 9) and Mr Eddon (year 10) who were joined by a selection of our Sixth Form Literature students. 

Congratulations to Theo Guerra and Ajjar Mansor who won for their year group. 

Equal congratulations to all competitors whose humour and intelligence made the event enjoyable or all. The 

presentations were compelling topically and stylistically- it wasn't just talking the talk, but walking the walk! 

Mr Tokarz 

Head of English 

Library News   

95th Rifle Volunteers – Living History Day   

English News   

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/100/jubilee-reading-list
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Student Review - A Theatre Review of Black Love at the Kiln Theatre 
On the last day of the spring term, the English and Film A-Level classes were invited on a school trip to a show called 

Black Love, which took place in the Kiln Theatre. It was a musical 
about three characters, set in a small London flat, how they struggle 
with memories of loved ones and how culture clashes can affect 
relationships. The musical followed the journey of two siblings who 
are healing from the death of their mother - Aurora, a black feminist, 
and Orion, an aspiring actor who wants to break racial stereotypes 
within his industry. Aurora does not believe in interracial marriage, 
just like her mother. However, when Orion falls in love with a white 
woman, the relationship between the siblings starts to fall apart. 
 
The staging was a 

theatre-in-the-round, meaning the stage was in the middle and the 
audience surrounded it. This intimate setting really brought out the 
emotions of the show, and as there were only three actors, we felt a 
real personal connection to the characters. The theatrical effects 
throughout the show, like strobing red lights and sudden sound effects 
also helped to really immerse the audience into it, even though at 
times it was rather scary (we even heard a couple screams!). The 
opening was somewhat shocking yet powerful, the sensual dancing and 
unexpectedly explicit language was humorous at first but then 
developed into something more meaningful and reflective in terms of 
gender attitudes and family in modern society. Racial divide was a key 
theme in the show, constantly tackling controversial and taboo topics such as interracial couple identity; at one 
point, the character of the white woman let slip “as black women we…-” which led to some horrific gasps in the 
audience! 
 

The musical was amusing, upbeat, and very topical. 
One of the criticisms that we had was that the 
performance seemed to have a target demographic 
to begin with, as it presented a viewpoint that would 
only appeal to certain people. The positive side of 
this was that the belief was challenged, questioning 
traditional yet relevant values throughout the play. 
This sense of challenging conventions and 
stereotypes seemed to be a running theme in the 
musical, with songs of an explicit nature sung at the 
beginning, to an unclear, unresolved ending. It truly 
subverted our expectations. Even in the simple and 

intimate staging, accompanied by sudden, unexplained sequences of noise and light, we thought that this musical 
was one that stood against traditional theatre. But the characters themselves were the driving forces of the 
narrative, especially Orion. He not only appeared to be a metaphor of new and current beliefs that challenged the 
old (Aurora), but the narrative also seemed to be told through his eyes, too. At first, we saw him auditioning for an 
acting part, reciting Shakespeare, and this was seen several times in the play. However, this “audition” turned into 
an aggressive soliloquy about his personal troubles. Acting did not matter to him at all: what did, was his personal 
life and relationship as it was challenged by his sister. 
 
Overall, it challenged our perspectives on theatre, musical storytelling and how they interact with controversial 
topics. A huge thanks to the English Department for this wonderful experience, and to Dr. Zanganeh for organising it. 

 

Aryan Kaul, 12N 

Jonathan Goldsmith, 12T 

 

English News   
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A One-Day Introductory Tutorial In Neuroscience - On Thursday 5th May, Dr Guy Sutton Assistant Professor at 

Nottingham University came in to take to us about the brain and the links between neuroscience and psychology. 

The day comprised of 6 talks. 

 

From Neuron to Brain - In this section of the talk, Dr Sutton summarised various characteristics of the human brain 

such as: why it is so bumpy, what do the bumps do, what happens if you don’t have bumps? This gave us a far 

greater insight on how complex the brain is and how everything must form correctly for a human being to not be 

faced with psychological disorders.  

 

Drugs and the Brain - Dr Sutton felt this section was particularly relevant to us as it focused on how susceptible to 

addiction the teenage brain can be. He talked about the impact of recreational drugs, pornography and other 

addictive stimuli on the brain and how it can shape our behaviour. Unsurprisingly, we found out that it is clearly bad 

for us but the magnitude of how bad it is was quite shocking considering how common this type of behaviour is in 

young adults such as ourselves.  

 

The Working Brain - In this section, Dr Sutton really gave us an insight into neuroscience where we found out more 

about different parts of the brain such as Wernicke’s area 

which, if damaged can greatly hinder a person’s ability to 

communicate.  

 

The Dissected Brain - This was perhaps the highlight of the talk 

as Dr Sutton got a sheep brain out to dissect, we were able to 

get a close up look of all the parts which were introduced to us 

in the other sections of the talk. We also passed around the 

different parts and got to recognise them and how they 

related to the psychological research we had been studying, 

furthering our understanding. 

 

Is there a Criminal Brain? - As technology has improved the biological area of psychology has been able to develop 

alongside it as well. Scientists initially thought that if there was a certain gene assigned to criminal behaviour, then if 

we could eliminate this gene it would potentially make the world far better. However, through more research we 

now know that there isn’t just one gene which can cause someone to be criminal but multiple which can increase 

the likelihood of criminal behaviour. 

 

The Shattered Mind - Another personal highlight was this section in which Dr Sutton showed us different case 

studies of how biological and chemical factors had changed people’s behaviour. One interesting case was of a person 

whose reports had stated was completely normal and in fact seemed very gentle.  However their job mixing fertiliser 

without protective equipment meant that the chemicals he was inhaling caused his mental state to completely 

change and he brutally killed someone. This was interesting as it shows just how prone our behaviour can be to 

changes in our biology.  

 

Overall, Dr Guy Sutton’s talk really gave us an insight into the more specialised area of psychology that is 

neuroscience and helped us realise what psychology at university would be like. 

 

Darsh Gudka  

Year 13 

 

Psychology Department – Brain Day   



Page 7 of 13 
 

 

 

 

This term has been very busy musically, as ever and we have continued to rehearse each week to prepare new music 

for next term. We have also introduced some of our younger students to the challenges of playing in more senior 

groups as the older students start their GCSEs and A Levels. We have also been very busy preparing for the musical 

Oliver! Which is due to hit the James Theatre Stage in July, between Wednesday 13th and Saturday 16th, so we would 

very much like you to come along to that, if you are able to. 

Once again, we are very excited to be able to offer the boys a chance to perform as soloists in the Annual Music 

Competition that takes place in the last week of term, on Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th July. I am delighted to 

inform you that Mr Steve Williams, who teaches and coaches for the Watford School of Music will be the 

adjudicator. Your son will be able to put in their entry via a Google Form at the start of the second half of term. The 

entry form will be available from the website along with their Google Classroom Music Classes interface. Please 

encourage your son to enter. By the time of the Music Competition, there will not be any academic exams, trips, 

enrichment or debating! 

Later that week, between Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st July, we have our face-to-face Associated Board 

examinations in the Muse. I will be sending out emails regarding exam entry to parents in due course and I will need 

responses to those by Monday 13th June, at the latest, please. Last term’s results were excellent, so we are looking 

forward to running these once again. 

The new instrumental timetables for the second half of the summer term will be issued to students via their school 

Gmail during half term. Any changes to music lessons for September need to be communicated to Mr Hussey before 

the end of half term. I will be sending requests to students having music lessons in school to accept the invitation to 

join each music teacher’s Google Classroom class, so please remind them to look out for this. Students in the Upper 

Sixth have been reminded to return their music locker keys to Mr Hussey before they leave school. This will allow the 

lockers to be recycled for others; please let me know if your son would like to be put on the waiting list for a music 

locker next year, as we will have a few spare. 

Mr Hussey  

Director of Music 

 

 

 

 

British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths that place in March with 

the  theme ‘Growth’. More information can be found here: Homepage - British Science WeekA poster 

competition run this year for learners up to age 14. Well done to all the boys who submitted entries. your After 

much deliberations 3 posters by Salim M in 8G, Samuel F in 7C and Dylan G in 7C that demonstrated a fabulous 

knowledge on growth in different contexts were entered into the competition to be reviewed by the judging panel 

later in May.  The efforts and knowledge that went into the posters is to be commended.  

Mrs Butler  

Music News   

Science Week    

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
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 This half term saw 5 players from our U16 team (Jeff, Daniel, Rishabh, Thomas, Alex) and 6 players from our U13 

team (Siddharth, Rupert, Rishi, Max, Rohan, Aarnav) compete in another fixture against local rivals, St Albans School. 

After some tight matches, our under 16’s  finished with 4 wins and 1 loss, while our under 13’s had 4 wins and 2 

draws from our top two boards, with no losses! This resulted in a final score of 9-2 to WBGS. A very convincing 

victory and congratulations to our wonderful players! 

 

In other news, Chess Club is still in full swing, and despite the glorious sunshine we have had over the past few 

Thursday lunchtimes, the participation at the club has still been solid. On Thursday 12thMay we had a celebration 

event in Chess Club, consisting of a chess Kahoot, followed by some Krispy Kremes. We were rather blown away by 

the turnout for this event, but it ultimately proved successful and was a fitting last session for some of the Year 13s. 

 

As the final half term approaches, we look forward to Inter-house Chess 2022 for Years 7-9: please let your form 

tutors know when the time comes if you’re interested! 

Yueyang Han 

Year 13 
Year 13 / Chess Club Coordinator  

 

 

 

We announced the volunteer Essay Writing on Consequence of Rapid Economic Growth and over 24 students 

participated out of 200 Young Economists. Congratulations to Roshan Shah and Justin Li who were the two winners 

for a recent ‘Essay of the Week’ competition. 

Mr Nagpal  

Economics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mason and Mrs Butler ably assisted by other members of 

staff have been enjoying running a very successful Gardening 

Club with year 7 students this year. The club runs on 

Wednesday lunchtimes from 1.40pm until 2.10pm and all boys 

are welcome to come and learn some horticultural skills. 

Mrs Butler 

 

 

 
 

 

Chess Club News   

Young Economist Essay of the Week Winners   

Gardening Club operates from a 

dedicated greenhouse behind the 

science department. 

Gardening Club    
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The WBGS Hiking Club took its inaugural steps with 19 

Year 9 students, alongside myself and Dr Reda, walking 

from Chesham to Rickmansworth along the route of the 

River Chess. It was a beautiful cloudless day and the 

scenery was stunning. We also saw plenty of wildlife, 

including a slow worm and many red kites. A great first 

experience of hiking for many and something we hope 

to repeat soon. Talented student photographer and 

drone expert James Vandy created as short film, which 

you can view online here: 

 

Hiking Club Drone Film by James Vandy 
Mr Matthews 

 
 
 

 

Another successful term for the Computer Science Society. 

This term we’ve been doing a Python bootcamp so anyone 

can learn to code. We’ve been looking at programming 

constructs such as iteration and validation and even looked 

at sequential programming.  

 

We also had our incredbily successful hackathon where 

teams competed to solve problems the fastest.  

 

Come to TCL on Tuesday lunchtimes if you want to take part 

too!  

 

Harshal Sadwelkar and Maulik Tripathi 

Year 12   
 

 
 

Science Club has been a great success this half term! We’ve been looking the fascinating flames produced by ion 

tests, we have pioneered power by making our very own potato batties and we even looked at the Briggs Rauscher 

reaction which is a key example of an oscillating reaction.  

 

Come to the Chemistry block at Friday lunchtime if you want to have some science fun!  

 

Harshal Sadwelkar 

Year 12   

 
 

   Hiking Club    

  Computer Science Society News  

  Science Club News  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rir3s28r0to
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It has been another fantastic half-term for the school’s Politics society. Prior to the recent local elections, the school 

hosted a hustings debate featuring the three candidates running to be Mayor of Watford.  

 

The following week we hosted a 

Q&A with veteran Mail on 

Sunday columnist and political 

broadcaster Peter Hitchens. This 

was then followed by two 

further specials: first, a Q&A 

with Adam McVie, a UN disaster 

preparedness professional, who 

worked on the World Food 

Programme initiative, which was 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2020; and, second, a panel debate on whether our current government is in crisis. 

The panellists at the latter event were Lord Bethell (a Conservative peer and Minister at the Department of Health 

during the COVID pandemic), Charlotte Nichols MP (Labour member for Warrington North), John Rentoul (Chief 

Political Commentator for The Independent), and 

Christopher Snowdon (Head of Lifestyle Economics at the 

Institute for Economic Affairs). All the events were well 

attended from boys across the school, who kept our 

speakers on their toes with a range of challenging, 

perceptive and occasionally off-the-wall questions. As ever, 

if your son is interested in what is going on in the news, 

please do encourage him to participate in Politics Society 

events. Our regular meeting slot is Thursday lunchtime in the 

Economics Rooms. 

 

Mr Russel-Ponte  

History and Politics 

 

  Politics Society News  

L to R: Christopher Snowden Institute of Economic 

Affairs; Spiked magazine columnist,  John Rentoul Chief 

Political Commentator for The Independent , Charlotte 

Nichols Labour MP for Warrington North and Lord James 

Bethell Conservative peer and former Health Minister 

during COVID pandemic 
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History Society, the place to learn all about the past! We’ve had a remarkable half term with presentations about 

Just War Theory, the Schlieffen Plan and History’s Mildly Insane Leaders.  

 

We have a lot planned for the final half term of the year - with a historial debate that everyone can participate in to 

a battle reenactment!  

 

The History Society runs every Wednesday lunchtime in EC1. Come for detailed presentation and also a fun Kahoot!  

 

Harshal Sadwelkar 

Year 12   
 

 

Our intrepid Duke of Edinburgh Gold award students undertook their expedition to Dartmoor. Along with Duke of 

Edinburgh Coordinator the D of E group embraced the wilds of Devon’s moors as part of the Gold award. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

As part of raising money for 

charity, the Head Boy Teams of 

both Year 12 and Year 13 

collaborated in April 2022 to 

organise a sleepover event for Year 

7 in the Sixth Form Centre. This 

feat had been done before - in fact, 

it was the Year 13s themselves that 

had participated as Year 7s in a 

similar sleepover event 6 years 

ago! Consequently, it became 

essential that this event took 

place, particularly as the past few 

years have seen a decline in 

residential trips due to restrictions. 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award 

Year 7 Sleepover 

  History Society News  
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And so it was! After hours of tough planning and logistics, setting up the sixth form centre and shopping at Costco’s, 

we opened the doors on Friday evening to over 80 Year 7s. The evening began with football on the school astro turf, 

in an attempt to tire out the boys - little did we know that this had the opposite effect, with sports being played right 

up until 10:30pm and even early in the morning. 

 

 Dinner was also successful - our rather generous order of 40 Domino’s Pizzas was in fact almost finished by the 

morning! After dinner, the Year 7s were offered hot chocolate and some time to wind down before the movie, 

“Spiderman: No Way Home”, began. This lasted until nearly 2am, by which time the majority were still awake, and 

some even made it through the best part of the night like this, fuelled by sweets and chocolates no doubt! 

We were blessed with a beautiful sunny day in the morning, and after an early rise at 6:30 for some, Mr Silver took 

the History department’s bow and arrows, and we had some practice firing at targets (pizza boxes from the night 

before!) outside, which proved to be highly entertaining. Then, after breakfast and some efficient tidying up led by 

Mr Chase, the Year 7s were collected at 9am. Overall, it was a memorable evening and a smooth event, helped 

considerably by the enthusiasm of the boys, and the supervision of all the staff members and sixth formers who 

kindly volunteered to support. At the end of it all, a total of just under £400 was raised for charity. 

  

Statistics:  

40 Large Pizzas, 70 litres of squash, 96 croissants, 90 cups of hot chocolate, 2 Footballs, 20 Basketballs and 15 sets of 

(practice) bows and arrows - courtesy of Mr Silver 

  

Teachers: Mr Chase, Mr Nunes, Mr Gregory, Mr Braddick-Southgate, Mr Silver, Mr Kennedy, Mrs Bertram, Mrs 

Sylvester, Mr Ferris, Mrs Netscher, Mrs Tang, Mr Brookes 

Special thank you to Mr Ditchfield for letting us use the astro and sports hall 

And Mrs Groves for helping with planning, ensuring safety and giving the go ahead for the event! 

  

Sixth formers: Year 13 - Dev Soneji, Yueyang Han, Akshay Mehta, Harry Burke, Sidney Sarpong 

Year 12 - David Roberts, Finn McLean, Zaki Brister, Tom Leach 

Yueyang Han 

Year 13 

 

 

 

WBGS has several Twitter accounts managed by departments and staff which are a fantastic way to stay 

connected with the day-to-day events and activities taking place in our school, from who won the 

hockey to words of inspiration. Click through to follow on Twitter today: 

Geography @WBGSGeography PRE @WbgsPRE 

Main School Twitter Account @WBGSExcellence  Science @WBGSScience 

Maths @WBGS_Maths Sixth Form @WBGS6thform 

MFL @WBSLanguages Sports @WBGSSport 

Music @WBGSMusic 

 

  

Year 7 Sleepover 
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We have a thriving Alumni community and want to make sure this continues to grow so a reminder to our students 

in year 11 and year 13 to make sure they register with as WBGS Alumni, which they can do online here: 

https://www.watfordboys.org/115/register-for-free 

 

 

Stay in Touch 
If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook – School Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys 

Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 
Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

ALUMNI NEWS   

 

 
  

https://www.watfordboys.org/115/register-for-free
https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys

