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Start of Autumn Term 2022 

Friday 2nd September 2022 - Year 7 & Year 12 

only 

Monday 5th September 2022 – All years return 

Link to full school calendar 
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Message from the Headmaster  

 

As each July draws to a close I reflect on the academic year that has passed. The triumphs and tribulations, the faces 

we have welcomed and sadly said goodbye to, and accomplishments made by our students in their numerous 

endeavours, be they in the arts, sporting or academic arenas.  Each year is unique but I don’t hesitate to say that this 

year has been outstanding.  

Across the board, each and every one of our departments has demonstrated the expertise and passion they hold for 

their subject and shared this with students to ensure boys’ growth both academically and personally.  

Hundreds of sports fixtures, international maths competitions, science awards, the art and design exhibition, PRE 

drop down days, guest lectures, visiting theatre groups and music concerts;  these are to name just a few of the 

enriching educational opportunities that boys have experienced this year. 

Enrichment week was once again a hit, with students off-timetable, to take part in a whole host of activities.  

Then we brought in the end of term with a glorious, and quite literally, show-stopping close with our school 

production of Oliver!  The James Theatre was sold out and a cast of over 50 students produced an extraordinary 

show – the quality of which would rival the West End, a view offered by WBGS alumnus actor and producer David 

Westhead who took time out of his busy schedule to join the audience on Friday’s performance.  

When I stop to look back to the year before - one that included boys restricted to ‘bubbles,’ limited group activity, 

LFD testing, isolation, constant change and uncertainty – the year we have had in comparison is remarkable. In 

perspective there is no doubt that every single member of the WBGS community, our teachers, our support staff, 

our administration team, our site team, each and every student, and of course our parents, have been instrumental 

in such a successful return to school life without restrictions.  

Please enjoy the last newsletter of the year, I wish you all a glorious summer break. 

Mr Ian Cooksey 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

The Looking Glass is the academic blog written, 

edited and published by WBGS Sixth form Students. 

The warm weather hasn’t damped the intellectual 

thoughts from our Sixth formers.  Read the latest 

blog posts here: 

The Looking Glass Academic 

Blog 

 

 

 

School Student Publications    

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2022/05/our-government-built-on-crisis-how.html
https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2022/05/our-government-built-on-crisis-how.html
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Friends Refreshments supporting Oliver! 
 As the heat of the summer sun beat down on the audience arriving to enjoy our musical Oliver they were greeted 

with the welcome sight of the Friends of School volunteers set up to provide a range of refreshments at the bar.  The 

show ran for 4 nights, so the coordination of setting up the bar and recruiting volunteers was a major challenge.  The 

school would like to note special thanks all of our parents who gave up their time to help, especially those who 

volunteered for every show.  In addition to offering much needed refreshments, the sale of drinks and snacks, 

alongside the raffle provided a huge boost to fundraising.  

Reminder - Please donate your old/outgrown uniform items 
A reminder to donate your outgrown uniform.  

The Second hand uniform shop run by the Friends of School 

volunteers need your donations!  Uniform can be dropped off any 

time at the drop point by the West Gate.  Please make sure: 

 Uniform is in good repair 

 Clean and dry 

 Placed in a clean bag 

Forthcoming Events 
Keep an eye out for notices about forthcoming events including our fun Quiz night!  

Volunteer position available - Chairperson 

 Would you be willing to spare a couple of hours a term? 

 Get to know other parents and make new friends. 

 Could you help support our school? 

The Friends of WBGS are currently looking for a new Chairperson. To apply for this position please send an email to 

connollyd@watfordboys.org for more information. 

The Friends of School Committee 

Registered Charity no. 1073843 

 

 
 
 
 
Taking inspiration from the heatwave year 7 have been designing their own ice 

lollies with Miss Leigh in the art department.  

 

 

 

 

Friends of School News   

Second hand uniform drop point at the 

West Gate 

Ice art   

mailto:connollyd@watfordboys.org
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The Model United Nations competition 

Recently, two teams (or should I say delegations) of 

sixth form students spent the weekend taking part 

in the Model UN Conference competition at HABS. 

Representing Japan and Myanmar respectively in 

various committees, a whole host of global issues 

were debated by students from each country’s 

perspective - ranging from the question of 

compulsory vaccinations to the sale of illicit arms on 

the dark web. The three-day-long event saw 

resolutions to these matters being drafted, lobbied, 

amended, and eventually discussed in the General 

Assembly at the competition’s climax in front of all 

400 delegates representing 60 different countries.  

However, it was not all serious. Through the formation of strong allies and note-passing via Secretariats, plenty of 

diplomatic incidents occurred - like the declaration of war against Cuba signed by almost every delegate in the 

‘Disarmament and Security’ committee, or the ‘Social, Cultural and Humanitarian 1’ committee stealing the ‘Special 

Commission’ committee’s sacred drum. All in all, it was an extremely enjoyable event. Great friendships were 

formed and success was achieved by Husayn Merali and Thomas Larkman (winning individual awards for their own 

committees) and the Japan delegation (winning the overall award for ‘Best Delegation’). 

Theo Adam 

Student Year 13 

 

 

On Friday 15th July the final lecture of 

the school year for Sixth Form took 

place in the form of a debate involving 

Year 12 students from Watford Girls 

and Watford Boys - this was be the 

final debate of an all-day competition 

arranged by the Head Girl and Head 

Boy teams at their respective schools. 

This debating competition was started 

by sixth forms at the schools a few 

years ago in memory of Robert Gordon 

- the winning team are awarded the 

Robert Gordon cup. Robert was a 

highly regarded local councillor in the 

Nascot Ward for many years, and 

leader of Herts County Council before 

his untimely death in 2017.  He took a special interest in education and both grammar schools, in particular, given 

the links to his local area.  The WBGS winners were Qays Judge and Ahmad Randhawa. 

 

Politics News   

Robert Gordon Cup   
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Ansh and Sohum, together with 4 other year 7 groups worked hard to put 

together a presentation on climate change over several weeks as part of 

the Kew Royal Botanic Garden’s Endeavour climate change competition. 

The teams presented to the whole year group in assembly and year 7 voted 

on which presentation they liked best. Ansh and Sohum were their 

favourite and so we put forward their presentation and submitted it for the 

competition. Clearly, the competition judges agreed as they have been 

announced as winners and have won an impressive £1000 for the school to 

spend on science equipment.  The Kew judging panel commented: 

"We were impressed with the background research and innovative 

proposed solutions for helping to combat climate change. The pupils also 

demonstrated impressive public speaking skills. Well done!" 

 

Mrs Butler 

Science 

 

 

 

 

Huge congratulations to the following boys who will graduate from the Alan Senitt Upstanders Project in September 

at Watford Football Club: ABIR DHALLA , DANIEL EVANS, ASHER FUTERMAN, MUHAMMED SAFA KAYA, MARK 

KURIAN, KIAN ASADI, ARUN PATEL, SAM WADDELL, CODY WAGEMAKER and JAY YANG. 

Ten year 9 students represented WBGS at an Interfaith event at Northwood College run by Hillingdon Council. 

 

During Enrichment week year 7, year 9 and 10 took part in PRE-Drop down Days.  Year 7 had guest parents in to 

discuss their view of religion and faith.  Year 9 took part in one focused on medical ethics presented by Dr Jeremy 

Roskin and year 10 took part in 3 days focused on debating skills. Year 10 looked at questions such as 'is crime ever 

right'? 

Year 7 PRE students have all been invited to a summer Minecraft competition. The deadline for this is 20th August.  

 

Mrs Charlton  

Head of Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE News   

Kew Endeavour Climate Change Winners   
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King Lear at The Globe 

Ms Marshall organised a trip for Y12 Literature, Language and Film students to go the Globe Theatre. 

The play staged was King Lear – arguably, one of the 

bard’s finest. 

Hamlet is play set by the exam board and this was a 

great opportunity to expand, enrich and deepen the 

understanding of tragedy, power and betrayal 

which permeate both works. 

Berkoff at The James Theatre 

Year 12 English Literature, Language and Film 

students were treated to a performance of 

Berkoff’s two plays: Dog and Actor.  Stephen Smith 

performed the pieces.  This was followed by a Q&A 

session and a workshop where students could learn 

and experiment with the dramatic art of 

pantomime. The event was a great success -  the show is challenging, thought-provoking and full of ingenuity.  

Stephen will tour this show and perform at the Edinburgh Fringe festival this summer – he will be returning to WBGS 

in September to deliver the show and workshop again for a greater audience this time. 

Mr Tokarz 

Head of English 

 

 

 

 

This year again, we were lucky to secure a 

booking with Onatti, a company which produces 

plays in Modern Languages. On Wednesday 8th 

June our Year 8 and Year 9 students of French 

were treated to a play called “Mon père ne me 

comprend pas”: When Hélène doesn’t get what 

she wants for her birthday, she wishes for a 

better present, better family, in fact, better 

everything! However, when her wishes start to 

come true, she regrets being so greedy and 

misses normality. 

For a whole hour, our students coped very well 

with an all-in -French play and they were able to use all the techniques they are regularly practising in class such as 

listening for key words or using mimes and facial expressions. Understanding the gist rather than every single word 

was also key to following the play. Our students were once again a credit to the school and they behaved in a perfect 

manner whilst having fun and enjoying French being used in context. Here are a few thoughts from our students: 

One Year 9 student thought that “the play was an excellent opportunity to understand more words in French,  whilst 
another student said:  ”I could understand enough of it to be able to follow the story” and “it was funny and 
enjoyable”. 

Mrs Graham 
Modern Foreign Languages  

Year 12 Theatre Experiences   

French Theatre comes to school    
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A 4 night run of an intense two act musical in blistering temperatures and they didn’t even break a sweat.  

It brings me great joy to say Oliver! Was a brilliant success. With close to 100 people involved in its creation it was a 

huge undertaking full of trials and tribulations but after show week there is no doubt in mine or anyone's mind that 

it was worth it. 

A sell-out opening night 

marked the start of the run 

and we were off to a flying 

start as the opening number 

was awarded with a huge 

applause it spirited the cast 

on to deliver a first rate 

performance. The ensemble 

was tight, sang brilliantly 

and brought life to every 

scene. Our principal actors 

commanded the stage, 

induced laughs, tears and more rapturous applause when it was time for the curtain call.  

The stage hands and tech crew all banded together in the most professional of ways, undergoing intricate scene 

changes, meticulous lighting queues and had to wrestle with a radio microphone system none of them had any 

previous experience with.  

The show got better and better every night as we 

learned together as a team and fed off the 

palpable energy in the theatre given to us by some 

magnificent audiences. The final show on Saturday 

was followed by some lovely words and gifts from 

the students that myself and the team are all 

incredibly grateful for. 

However, our contributions would mean nothing 

without the hard work talent and effort put into 

the process by the students themselves. 

I would say unreservedly the show exceeded 

people’s expectations by a long margin, I set out to 

create something of a very high standard knowing I had the talent and resources around me to pull it together.  

It was an experience that will stay with myself, the cast and crew for a lifetime and I hope it shall be the first of many 

more shows of that stature to grace the legendary space of the James Theatre in years to come.  

Mr Campion 
Dramatist-in-Residence 

 

 

Oliver! Review   
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Following the success of our inaugural walk in the Chess Valley back in May, the Hiking Club went a bit further afield 

in July, walking a 12 mile section of the Ridgeway from Wendover to Ivinghoe Beacon.  12 boys took part, 

accompanied by Mr Matthews, Dr Reda and Mr White.  We were again blessed with beautiful weather, but 

benefited from tree cover for much of the first half of the walk, and a gentle breeze on the chalk escarpment in the 

second half.  We were also very grateful for an ice cream and water stop mid-afternoon in Wigginton!  The Ridgeway 

is one of the oldest routes in Britain and one of 15 national trails.  It affords some spectacular views and these were 

well capture by some very talented photographers in our group: Luke Weedon (who took the picture included here), 

and James Vandy, whose stunning drone footage can be seen here on the WBGS You Tube channel: 

https://youtu.be/aQFp4YmNjNA

  
 

Mr Matthews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hiking club – Ridgeway Walk   

https://youtu.be/aQFp4YmNjNA
https://youtu.be/aQFp4YmNjNA
https://youtu.be/aQFp4YmNjNA
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This term has been another very busy one musically. Our weekly rehearsals have continued to engage lots of our 

students as we prepare for our Autumn concert series. Many of our younger musicians have risen to the musical 

challenges of being involved with a more senior group whilst our Year 11 musicians have been mastering the 

challenges of their GCSE examinations and our Upper Sixth musicians prepare to move on from Watford Boys.  Our 

Upper Sixth students have given most generously of their time, some of them over seven years, to be part of the 

ensembles that we run and we wish them all the best for their future.  

Our main energies have been focussed on preparing for our 

ambitious production of Oliver! and I do hope that you were able 

to come and see it and be part of the great collaboration and 

camaraderie that a school production brings to the community. A 

massive thank you to everyone who has helped bring this show, 

and indeed live music and drama to the James Theatre stage once 

again. 

 

 

Following on from this, I am delighted to announce that we have 

appointed a very experienced singing teacher who starts in 

September. She will be able to teach all styles of vocal music, songs from the shows, Hamilton, School of Rock etc, 

pop and rock songs, classical songs and many more. I know that a number of students have enquired about having 

singing lessons, but in the last couple of years, we have not been able to accommodate these requests, largely due 

to the restrictions that were put in place. Please email Mr Hussey if you are interested in pursuing this opportunity 

to learn to improve your vocal technique and musicianship and we will be able to add you to the timetable for 

September. 

 

Congratulations to the 30 musicians who have very kindly performed in assembly on a Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday each week throughout the whole year. Their performances have been extremely well received and their 

contributions always add something to the start of each assembly and I thank you so much for your sterling efforts in 

preparing and delivering your chosen pieces to a wider audience. 

 

We have a number of students taking their Associated Board music exams on the last two days of term, so we wish 

them every success in their endeavours. We will know their results during the holidays. 

 

If any of our musicians would like the use of a locker in the Muse to house their musical instruments, I now have 

some available following the departure of the Upper Sixth. Please email if this is something that is of interest to you. 

Finally, a reminder to all musicians to empty their music lockers and take their musical instruments home before the 

start of the holiday. 

 

WBGS Music Competition 2022 
Our musicians have also been preparing for the Annual Music Competition, which was adjudicated by Mr Steve 

Williams, a local professional musician. We very much enjoyed to this traditional event in the WBGS music calendar. 

The standard of performance was excellent and commendation to all of the entrants.  I am delighted to announce 

our winners.  Congratulations! 

The full list of winners can be found on the school website here:  Music Competition Winners 2022 

Mr Hussey  

Director of Music 

Music News   

https://www.watfordboys.org/110/latest-news/post/104/music-competition-2022
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This summer we have been blessed with excellent weather and a welcome return to a full calendar of post pandemic 

sports, with boys competing in cricket, athletics and tennis fixtures throughout the term. 

This summer has seen the School play eighty seven fixtures across 19 different teams with over 220 pupils 

experiencing inter-school fixtures from A-D teams. 

Our thanks go to all of the pupils, parents and staff and ground staff who have supported the cricket programme this 

summer, and made it so successful. 

Our season highlights include County cup finals for both the U13A and U15A teams, and a thrilling 1st XI game against 

the MCC. 

The U13A had a fantastic high scoring game against Haileybury, where we eventually lost by 18 runs. Man of the 

match was Jonah Elliot for his 70 runs at better than a run a ball. 

The U15A lost a very tight match with Haberdashers. WBGS scored 102-4 on a tired wicket, with Amar Bandali 

scoring 46n.o .Khrishan Patel was the pick of the WBGS bowlers and man of the match with a fantastic spell of swing 

bowling – finishing with figures of 4-2-2-1, but unfortunately HABs got home with 3 overs to spare. 

The 1st XI had a fantastic game against the MCC, drawing the game on the last ball. The MCC set the School 188 runs 

to win, in a generous declaration after a rain affected first innings. Aarnav Kochhar was the pick of the bowlers for 

the School, with figures of 6-2-23-1 including a wicket with the first ball of the game. WBGS chased well and got off 

to a flying start with Maheen Kasturaraichchi and Yash Parikh taking the score past 50 for the loss of the first wicket. 

Lower order runs from Jonah Elliott set up a grandstand finish with two runs required of the last ball to win. 

Unfortunately, despite a good connection, we couldn’t clear mid-on, and ended up on 187-7 – drawing the game. It 

was a very positive performance from a very young 1st XI side, with a draw our best result against the MCC for the 

last few seasons. 

As I come to the end of my last cricket season at WBGS, I can look back proudly at the way that our boys have played 

this season. It has been fantastic to get so many fixtures at A-D level to allow so many boys to be able to represent 

the School, in what is easily our most popular school sport. The future of cricket at WBGS is looking bright.  

Mr Dyson  

Head of Physical Education 

 

 

 

 

 

We hosted a successful whole school sports day for nearly 800 students! 

The weather even played ball with the sun shining upon us.   

There were at least 2 school records broken in the Boyt Mile but Dr 

Hedges' staff record stays with him this year.  

Well done to Mr Nunes who triumphed in the staff 100m and the maths 

department in the relay.  Congratulations to all boys who took part in 

events, the camaraderie and spirited support boys displayed in support of 

competitors from their House was great to see.  

 

 

 

Sports Day   

WBGS Cricket Round Up  
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The traditional leavers’ lunch returned for the first time since the outbreak of Covid and gave us the chance to wish 

our students from year 13 farewell and good luck for their future.  Students gathered alongside their teachers, staff 

and parents to enjoy a shared lunch and presentations.   We wish all of  our leavers the best in the next steps of their 

lives as they go on to pursue studies, travel and the beginning of bright careers.  Leavers who haven’t done so 

already should ensure they register as alumni to stay in contact with the School. This can be done online here: 

https://www.watfordboys.org/115/register-for-free 

 

 

 

Another event we were delighted to see the return of was our Art and Design Technology Departments annual 

exhibition.  The show was held in the school’s main hall and showcased work from our key stage 4 and 5 students. 

You can see more examples of work created by boys on the Art departments’ Instagram account, follow the link 

here:   https://www.instagram.com/wbgs_art/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leavers Lunch   

Art and Design Technology Exhibition   

https://www.watfordboys.org/115/register-for-free
https://www.instagram.com/wbgs_art/
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Holding a Meer cat, taking part in a debate, 

hearing an inspirational career talks, making a  

DT project,  climbing a tower or taking part in 

a yoga session; these are just some of many 

activities boys might have found themselves 

doing during our Enrichment week.  Taking 

boys off timetable gives them the chance to 

learn in news ways, helps develop 

friendships, and take part in challenging 

activities with plenty of opportunities for fun.  

The planning and coordination of the week 

requires lots of organisation but this is rewarded when staff see the boys challenging themselves and developing 

both socially and personally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment Week   
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After a year of chess competitions and tournaments, we were fortunate enough to be able to run Interhouse Chess 

2022 for Years 7 to 9 during this half term. This was the first tournament where all competitors played on boards and 

with chess clocks, as previous tournaments either had been completely online or were a mixture of both. With a 

representative from each form competing, and a strict 5-minute time limit for both players, there were some truly 

thrilling games and all players should be lauded for their efforts. 

 

Ultimately, Year 7 interhouse chess was won by Aarnav J from New House, with 7/7 games won. The winner in Year 

8 was Siddharth S from Ree, with 6.5/7 games won, and Rishabh S from Groves won in Year 9 with 5/5 games won. 

Fantastic achievements by them! Overall, after the scores from Year 7 to 9 were combined, Platt House were the 

winners with a combined 14.5 points out of a possible 19 - the third successive time where Platt were the overall 

interhouse chess winners! 

 

It has been a wonderful experience being able to run Chess Club over the past two years: after 4 knockout 

tournaments, 3 interhouse tournaments, 2 matches against other schools and countless lunchtime Chess Club 

sessions, it is safe to say that the passion and enthusiasm for Chess at Watford Boys is still going strong! I am very 

grateful to Mr Slingsby, who selflessly took on the role as teacher in charge of Chess at the start of the year, and 

ensured that all of these events were carried out successfully and efficiently. Being a part of a club or society is one 

of the most rewarding things the school can offer - with that in mind, we look forward to welcoming a whole host of 

new, talented chess players in September! 

 

Yueyang Han 13N 

 

 

 
 

The talents of WBGS boys stretch far and wide outside of school 

and one our students has been awarded for his accomplishment in 

open water swimming.   Felipe in year 7 completed a British Long 

Distance Swimming Association (BLDSA) event called Champion of 

Champions.  The event in Dover Harbour is described as “One of 

the toughest swims on the BLDSA calendar”. Felipe swam three 

events 5 miles, 3 miles and then one mile, in a total time of 6 hours, 

2 minutes and 6 seconds.  The water temperature was 14.9oC, 

Felipe was not wearing a wetsuit and strong winds were producing 

large waves. At the age of 12 Felipe is the youngest swimmer ever 

to have completed this event.  Congratulations to Felipe on this 

extraordinary accomplishment.  Your commitment, drive and 

endurance are an inspiration to us all.  

 

 

 

Our school boasts a staff of over 200, each and every single one of whom is valued and makes WBGS the wonderful 

community it is.  However, with such a large number of  people it is part of the course that every year we have to say 

farewell to members of staff as they go on to new chapters of their life, whether that is retirement, to develop their 

professional careers or to make a change for a new role.  We wish all of our leavers the best of luck with the next 

steps of their life and thank them for all they have given.  Our school magazine The Fullerian will give full details of 

staff we are wishing farewell to, which will be published in September 2022.  

Chess Club   

Open Water Swimming Achievement   

Farewell and Good Luck   
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Stay connected with the latest from WBGS  

 

 

 

WBGS has several Twitter accounts managed by departments and staff which are a fantastic way to stay 

connected with the day-to-day events and activities taking place in our school, from who won the 

hockey to words of inspiration. Click through to follow on Twitter today: 

Geography @WBGSGeography PRE @WbgsPRE 

Main School Twitter Account @WBGSExcellence  Science @WBGSScience 

Maths @WBGS_Maths Sixth Form @WBGS6thform 

MFL @WBSLanguages Sports @WBGSSport 

Music @WBGSMusic   

Stay in Touch 
If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook – School Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys 

Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 
Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys

