
  
Reading List 

 
Fiction 

Younger Readers: 
 

 The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson - Library shelf mark:  JF Will 
David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think he’s gay. The school bully thinks he’s a freak. 
Only his two best friends know the real truth – David wants to be a girl.  
On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one goal – to be invisible. Attracting the attention of 
the most beautiful girl in year eleven is definitely not part of that plan.  
When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms. But things are about to get messy. 
Because, at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit of not staying secret for long… 
 

 Release by Patrick Ness - Library shelf mark:  JF Nes 
Inspired by Judy Blume’s Forever and Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway, this is a new classic about teenage 
relationships, self-acceptance and what happens when the walls we build start coming down.  
Adam Thorn doesn’t know it yet, but today will change his life. Between his religious family, a deeply 
unpleasant ultimatum from his boss, and his own unrequited love for his sort-of ex, Enzo, it seems as 
though Adam’s life is falling apart. At least he has two people to keep him sane: his new boyfriend and 
his best friend, Angela. But all day long, old memories and new heartaches come crashing together, 
throwing Adam’s life into chaos. The bindings of his world are coming untied one by one; yet in spite of 
everything he has to let go, he may also find freedom in the release. 
 

 We are Made of Molecules by Susan Nielsen - Library shelf mark:  JF Niel 
13 year old Stewart and 14 year old Ashley think theirs worlds have been turned upside down when their 
parents suddenly move in with each other. After Ashley's dad left her mom, when he realized he was 
gay and Stewart's mom died of cancer a few years ago. 
 



 Trials of the Apollo by Rick Riordan - Library shelf mark:  JF Rio 
After angering his father Zeus, the god Apollo is cast down from Olympus. Weak and disoriented, he 
lands in New York City as a regular teenage boy. Now, without his godly powers, the four-thousand-
year-old deity must learn to survive in the modern world until he can somehow find a way to regain 
Zeus’s favor. 
Apollo is bisexual and flirts with men and women in the story; there is also a gay half-god boy in this  
story. 
 

 Black Flamingo by Dean Atta - Library shelf mark:  JF Att 
Fiercely told, this is a powerful coming-of-age story told in verse, from one of the UK's leading poets, 
Dean Atta.  

 

Older Readers: 

 Proxy by Alex London - Library shelf mark:  F Lon 
Knox was born into one of the City’s wealthiest families. A Patron, he has everything a boy could 
possibly want, the latest tech, the coolest clothes, and a Proxy to take all his punishments. When Knox 
breaks a vase, Syd is beaten. When Knox plays a practical joke, Syd is forced to haul rocks. And when 
Knox crashes a car, killing one of his friends, Syd is branded and sentenced to death. Knox and Syd have 
more in common than either would guess. So when Knox and Syd realize that the only way to beat the 
system is to save each other, they flee. 
 

 Maurice by E.M.Forster - Library shelf mark:  F For 
Maurice is heartbroken over unrequited love, which opened his heart and mind to his own sexual 
identity. In order to be true to himself, he goes against the grain of society’s often unspoken rules of 
class, wealth, and politics. 
 



 Every Day by David Levithan - Library shelf mark:  F Lev 
"A" is a traveling spirit who wakes up in the body of a different male or female teenager, every day.  
There’s never any warning about where it will be or who it will be. “A” has made peace with that, even 
established guidelines by which to live: Never get too attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not 
interfere. It’s all fine until the morning that “A” wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin’s 
girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which A has been living no longer apply. Because 
finally A has found someone he wants to be with—day in, day out, day after day - can truly love 
someone who is destined to change every day. 
 

 Happy Families by Tanita S. Davis - Library shelf mark:  F Dav 
Teenage twins Ysabel and Justin Nicholas are lucky. Ysabel's jewelry designs have already caught the 
eyes of the art world and Justin's intelligence and drive are sure to gain him entrance into the most 
prestigious of colleges. They even like their parents.  
But their father has a secret--one that threatens to destroy the twins' happy family and life as they know 
it. Over the course of spring break, Ysabel and Justin will be forced to come to terms with their dad's 
new life, but can they overcome their fears to piece together their happy family again? 
 

 Love Simon by Becky Albertalli - Library shelf mark:  F Alb 
Everyone deserves a great love story. But for seventeen-year old Simon Spier it's a little more 
complicated: he's yet to tell his family or friends he's gay and he doesn't actually know the identity of 
the anonymous classmate he's fallen for online. Resolving both issues proves hilarious, terrifying and 
life-changing.  
 

 Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin - Library shelf mark:  F Bal 
Set in 1950s Paris, an American falls for an Italian bartender after having proposed to a young woman in 
an effort to live a conventional life. Giovanni’s Room was controversial in its time, but stands today as 
one of the greatest treatments of sexual identity. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soul


 The Color Purple by Alice Walker - Library shelf mark:  F Wal 
Set in Georgia in the 1930s, The Color Purple takes a sweeping view of the intersectionality of race, 
gender, family, and sexuality. Celie has a rough childhood with a man she calls "father," and is trapped 
in an ugly marriage. Then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, a singer who takes charge of her own 
destiny. 
 

 Death in Venice by Thomas Mann - Library shelf mark:  F Man 
Gustav von Aschenbach, a successful but aging writer, in his 50s. Follows his wanderlust to Venice in 
search of spiritual fulfillment. He falls for a handsome young man in Venice who captivates him body 
and soul.  
 

 Orlando by Virginia Woolf - Library shelf mark:  F Woo 
In a "literature love letter" to Woolf’s close friend and lover, Vita Sackville-West, Woolf depicts the life of 
Orlando, a young nobleman who wakes one morning as a woman on the world stage during women’s 
suffrage. Orlando is now a wife and mother poised on the brink of new hope for all women. 
 

 The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde - Library shelf mark:  F WIL 
This novel might not be overtly gay, but enough subtext like Dorian’s best friends’ admiration for his 
beauty and Basil’s clearly homoerotic feelings for Dorian were stricken by an editor from the original 
manuscript. Even the originally published novel made reference to Dorian’s corruption of both young 
men and young women. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Hours by Michael Cunningham - Library shelf mark:  F CUN 
Another Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, The Hours follows three queer characters across different times 
and places. Virginia Woolf in the 1920s is struggling to write while an LA housewife Laura Brown finds 
herself attracted to women. Finally, lesbian Clarissa Vaughn in 1990s NYC plans a party for her friend 
dying of AIDS. 
 

 Oranges are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson - Library shelf mark:  F WIN 
Published in 1985, this coming-of-age tale of a young woman details her grappling with lesbian 
sexuality in a Pentecostal world. Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit tackles the tough relationship between 
religion and LGBTQ identity. 
 

 Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky - Library shelf mark:  F CHB 
And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means popular. Shy, introspective, 
intelligent beyond his year yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught between trying to live his life 
and trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting to navigate his way through uncharted territory: the 
world of first dates and mix tapes, family dramas and new friends. 
 

  Will Grayson, Will Grayson by John Green - Library shelf mark:  F GRE 
One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, two strangers cross paths. Two teens with the 
same name, running in two very different circles, suddenly find their lives going in new and unexpected 
directions, culminating in heroic turns-of-heart and the most epic musical ever to grace the high-school 
stage. 
 



  Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller - Library shelf mark:  F MIL 
Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been exiled to the court of King 
Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. By all rights their paths should never cross, but Achilles takes the 
shamed prince as his friend, and as they grow into young men skilled in the arts of war and medicine 
their bond blossoms into something deeper 
 

 Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evarsito - Library shelf mark:  F Eva 
From Newcastle to Cornwall, from the birth of the twentieth century to the teens of the twenty-first, 

Girl, Woman, Other follows a cast of twelve characters on their personal journeys through this country 

and the last hundred years. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LGBT Non Fiction 

 Rapture by Carol Ann Duffy - Library shelf mark: 821.914 
A collection of poem’s that has love as its underlying theme. The collection is made up of short lyrical 
poems in which Miss Duffy sets out to express and explore a range of emotions and ideas surrounding 
the notion of love. 
Dame Carol Ann Duffy, DBE, FRSL is a Scottish poet and playwright, and was appointed Britain's Poet 
Laureate in May 2009. She is the first woman, the first Scot, and the first openly LGBT person to hold 
the position. Her poems address issues such as oppression, gender, and violence, in an accessible 
language. 
 

 This Book Is Gay by James Dawson - Library shelf mark: 158.108 
This book is for everyone, regardless of gender or sexual preference. This book is for YOU. There's a 
long-running joke that, after "coming out," a lesbian, gay guy, bisexual, or Trans person should receive a 
membership card and instruction manual. THIS IS THAT INSTRUCTION MANUAL. You're welcome. 
Inside you'll find the answers to all the questions you ever wanted to ask. 
 

 PROUD by Juno Dawson - Library shelf mark:  820.803 
An anthology of stories and poetry by top LGBTQ+ YA authors and new talent, giving their unique 
responses to the broad theme of pride. Each story has an illustration by an artist identifying as part of 
the LGBTQ+ community. 
 

 The Full Spectrum by David Levithan - Library shelf mark: 306.766 
YA authors David Levithan and Billy Merrell have collected original poems, essays, and stories by young 
adults in their teens and early 20s. 
 



 What is Gender? How does it Define Us? By Juno Dawson - Library shelf mark:  305.3 

What's the difference between sex and gender? What does it mean to be defined by your gender? Are 
there only two genders? This informative book helps readers to explore these questions and more, 
explaining that there are differences of opinion and that answers are not always straightforward. 
 

 GLBTQ: The Survival Guide by Kelly Huegel Madrone - Library shelf mark:  306.766 
Teen years are full of challenges. For gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, and questioning teens, 
these challenges can include prejudice, discrimination, rejection, reprisals, insensitive remarks and, 
sometimes, violence. But being a GLBTQ teen can also be fun and enlightening, when you are 
comfortable with who you are. This book is written for teens who are beginning to question their sexual 
or gender identity, who interested in GLBT issues and rights, and who need guidance, reassurance, or 
reminders  they aren’t alone.  
 

  Moab Is My Washpot by Stephen Fry - Library shelf mark:  792 Biography 
 Stephen Fry's autobiography, covering the first 20 years of his life.  Fry is candid about his past 
indiscretions, including stealing, cheating and lying.  The book covers some of the same ground as in 
Fry's first novel, The Liar, published in 1991. In that work, public schoolboy Adrian Healey falls in love 
with a boy called Hugo Cartwright; in the autobiography, 14-year-old Fry becomes besotted with 13-
year-old "Matthew Osborne". 
 

 The Fry Chronicles by Stephen Fry - Library shelf mark:  792 Biography 
The Fry Chronicles: An Autobiography is the 2010 autobiography of Stephen Fry. The book is a 
continuation from the end of his 1997 publication of his first autobiography, Moab Is My Washpot: An 
Autobiography. Though without a strict chronology, it concentrates on a seven-year period of Fry's life, 
taking up the story after his release from prison, his time at the University of Cambridge and his career 
in comedy by the late 1980s. 



 

 Proud by Gareth Thomas - Library shelf mark:  796.333 THO Biography 
Gareth Thomas had it all. He was a national hero, a sporting icon. He was a leader of men, captain of 
Wales and the British Lions. To him, rugby was an expression of cultural identity, a sacred code. It was 
no mere ball game. It gave him everything, except the freedom to be himself.  
This is the story of a man with a secret that was slowly killing him. Something that might devastate not 
only his own life but the lives of his wife, family, friends, and teammates. His fear that telling the truth 
about his sexuality would lose him everything he loved almost sent him over the edge.  
 

 The Glamour Boys by Chris Bryant - Library shelf mark:  940.530 
In the early 1930s, a group of young, queer British MPs visited Berlin on trips that would change the 
course of the Second World War. Having witnessed the Nazis' brutality first-hand, these men were 
some of the first to warn Britain about Hitler. 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain hated them. Branding them 'the glamour boys' to insinuate 
something untoward about them,.At a time when even the suggestion of homosexuality could land you 
in prison, the bravery these men were forced to show in their personal lives gave them extraordinary 
courage in public.  
 

 The History Boys by Alan Bennett – 
An unruly bunch of bright, funny sixth-form boys in pursuit of sex, sport and a place at university. 
A maverick English teacher at odds with the young and shrewd supply teacher. 
A headmaster obsessed with results; a history teacher who thinks he's a fool. 
In Alan Bennett's new play, staff room rivalry and the anarchy of adolescence provoke insistent 
questions about history and how you teach it; about education and its purpose. 
 
 

 

 



Films – DVD’s 

 Geography Club - DVD 

Russel is still going on dates with girls. Kevin would do anything to prevent his teammates on the 

baseball team from finding out. Min and Terese tell everyone they're really just good friends. But after a 

while, the truth's too hard to hide - at least from each other - so they form the "Geography Club." 

Nobody else will come. Why would they want to? Their secret should be safe. 

 The History Boys – DVD 

An unruly bunch of bright, funny sixth-form boys in pursuit of sex, sport and a place at university. 
 
A maverick English teacher at odds with the young and shrewd supply teacher. 
 
A headmaster obsessed with results; a history teacher who thinks he's a fool. 
 
In Alan Bennett's new play, staff room rivalry and the anarchy of adolescence provoke insistent 
questions about history and how you teach it; about education and its purpose. 
 

 


