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Welcome to the first Headmaster’s newsletter of the academic year! 

And what a delightful start to a new school year we have had so far.  Our new students joining us in Year 7 and Year 

12 have settled in well, bringing enthusiasm and a new energy that I have no doubt will ensure their success at 

Watford Grammar School for Boys.  

This September marks the first school term for over a year in which a full spectrum of group and extra-curricular 

activities have been allowed to take place.  The brilliance and passion of our staff shines through when you see the 

diverse range of clubs and societies on offer, with over 66 different activities to choose from, boys are spoilt for 

choice.  The sporting calendar is full and the boys are back in training for forthcoming fixtures.   

The School open morning welcomed approximately 1000 prospective students to visit our school with over one 

hundred Year 9 students and many of our Sixth Formers sacrificing their Saturday morning to volunteer as school 

tour guides and answer questions. My personal thanks to those students for their help and of course to our staff 

who each brought their departments to life with displays and demonstrations.   

We closed the beginning of our first half term of the academic year with an inspection from Ofsted.  Alas, the results 

of our inspection will not be announced until after the half term break but I would like to share with you the 

comments from our esteemed Chair of Governors Mr Nokes:  

“We as Governors know that we have an excellent school. We are so proud of the ability, enthusiasm and energy of 

the staff. We have an impressive student body and supportive parents. You deliver exceptional education every 

day…” 

So in just one half-term the school has been very busy indeed.  

Enjoy reading the newsletter.  I wish you all a restful half-term. 

 

Mr Ian Cooksey 
Headmaster 

INSIDE THIS HALF-TERM’S NEWSLETTER 
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IF YOU NEED TO CONTACT US 

School email: office@watfordboys.org 

School website: www.watfordboys.org 

Report absences: 

absence@watfordboys.org  

Lost property: 

lostproperty@watfordboys.org 

Useful links 

WBGS website 

Term dates 

WBGS Sport 

Friends of the School 
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PRE – Request for Artefacts 

 

Team Watford Boys raised over £1000! 
 

New Basketball Facilities 

 Our basketball players now have the benefit of the brand new 

equipment which has been installed on the astro-pitches and at 

the new field courtesy of a £20,000.00 grant from the Watford 

Grammar Schools Foundation. 

Thanks to the foundation’s 

generous grant WBGS continues to 

be able to boast excellent sporting 

facilities.  

Basketball is very popular at the 

school both as an organised sport 

and in terms of ‘casual’ break and 

lunchtime play; now all of our 

‘ballers’ can enjoy  first class 

facilities.  

Mr G Curwen 

Assistant Head & Basketball Coach 

 

Our PRE Department are looking to source primary resources such as Seder Plates, Crosses etc. to support our 

students learning experience. If anyone has any appropriate items they would be willing to donate please email Miss 

Connolly mailto:connollyd@watfordboys.org 

Mrs Charlton 

Head of PRE 

The Holocaust Educational Trust has been leading Holocaust education in the United Kingdom for over 30 years & we 

as a school have benefitted from their work for 15 years.  

The Holocaust Educational Trust’s vision is a future where every young person, in every corner of the country, from 

every background knows about Europe’s darkest days. Even when the Holocaust is no longer in living memory, they 

will work tirelessly to ensure that it always has a central place in our national consciousness. Whenever, wherever, 

and however young people are learning, they will have access to memorable learning experiences. 

Donations from team Watford Boys towards the HET’s recent 36 hour fundraising campaign exceeded £1,000.  

Thanks to everyone for supporting the valuable work of The Holocaust Educational Trust.  

Mrs Charlton 

Head of PRE 

 

mailto:connollyd@watfordboys.org
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Tobi Plays for England 

 

Sports News 

 

 

Well done to Old Fullarian Tobias Elliot who gained his first 

England U18 cap against Italy in the summer. Unfortunately, 

England lost 27-17 to a very strong Italian side but Tobi and 

his family were very pleased with his performance. We look 

forward to hearing about his achievements going forward. 

Mr G. H. Wallis 

PE Teacher / Head of Transition 

 

 

 

Rugby update 

This half term has seen the return to competitive rugby for the first time since 2019. The first XV and the U15A both 

progressed to the second round of the National Schools Cup with good wins against Davenant School, Essex. The 

U15s are unbeaten so far this season having won all four of their fixtures to date.  

The U13s and U12s have both experienced their first competitive rugby at WBGS and the future looks bright with 

some exceptional performances amongst these age groups. Congratulations to 7G who won the Year 7 interhouse 

rugby competition on Saturday. 

The highlight of the term, so far, has been seeing the number of boys that have been able to participate, and get 

back to enjoying their rugby again. Well done to the 300 boys who have represented the School this half term across 

all age groups. A superb effort!  

 

Mr Dyson 

Head of Physical Education 
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Academic Blog – The Looking Glass 

 

New House Captains  

 

The academic blog written and managed by a dedicated team of WBGS Sixth 

Formers offers some very interesting reading.  “You cannot understand Quantum 

Physics. Should you?” is the subject of the latest blog written by James Neville-

Rolfe. Read the blog here: The Looking Glass 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and welcome to our new House Captains! 

BUSHEY: Rueben M, David R, Brian H,  Vinesh S  

CASSIO: Aydan S, Ishan P, Rohan P 

FULLER: Ashvanth V, Husayn M, Zain M, Marcus S, Shailan B  

GROVES: Yujin C, Wesley A, Mike G, Qays J 

NEW:  Aviral J, Aryan K, Ahmad R, Zaki B 

PLATT: Finn M, Tom L, Jameel W  

Kazim I, Praneeth U, Bhavya S   

TURNER: Shivan F, Jonathan T, Harry H, Theo A, Mashur C 
    

Mr A. P. Beere 
House Coordinator 
  

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2021/09/you-cannot-understand-quantum-physics.html
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Computing News 

 

History News 

 

Young Film maker win 

 

 
2021/22 has started with a “bang” in Computing; we now have 

more students than ever electing to take the subject at both 

GCSE and A Level which is incredible but it also presents its 

challenges! To solve this problem we’re pleased to welcome 

Mrs A Pakoglu to the department, who is joining us from 

industry with a wealth of experience and expertise; please do 

welcome her if you see her around in school. 

Another early highlight has seen the return of the Computing 

Society; lead by Hamish S, Harsh B and Harshal S. The club 

kicked off with a session on sonic Pi; a language in which 

students can write code to make their own music! TCL was 

humming like the muse! The club is open to all students and runs every Tuesday in TCL during lunchtime, so why not 

come along to learn how to code your own tune?! 

Finally, the new academic year has seen the return of computing support and catch-up club; run by Mr Adcock and 

Dr. Hedges every Monday lunchtime in TCL. We’ve already had the pleasure of welcoming a number of Year 11 & 10 

students who wanted some extra support with their GCSE work. The sessions are open to all; we would encourage 

anyone who would like that little extra support or who need to catch-up because of extended absence, so come 

along. See you there! 

Mr Adcock     

Head of Computing & ICT 

Year 7 Medieval Warfare training 

All year 7 students bar 7N (don’t worry boys, you will get a chance after half-term) have received hands-on medieval 

weapon training over the last fortnight.  All recruits performed admirably in their longbow and longsword drills, 

some proving particularly skilled with their (mock) sabres and others proving harder to kill than Monty Python’s 

Black Knight. Their hand-on History education will continue later in the school year, with further combat exercises, 

including full-scale battle re-enactments. Many thanks, as ever, to Mr Silver and Mrs Barnes for bringing events like 

this to the school, and to all of the boys for getting stuck in, safely and enthusiastically.  

Mr Ponte 
History 

 

Congratulations to William N in year 9 whose entry into a local young 

people’s film competition won first place for the third year in a row!  

 

You can enjoy William’s winning entry on You Tube here:  

Mid Highland Murders A Porgi Mystery 
 

William receiving his award. 

https://youtu.be/ny6_s9QAxjM
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Open Morning 2021  

Student expert shares knowledge  

 Kabir in year 12 has been invited to speak online at the Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar about 

Greening the curriculum. He will be speaking about how it is important for his generation to be more aware of the 

environment and how a Natural History GCSE is necessary. He will also be speaking about the green initiatives at 

Watford Boys.  

The talk will be chaired by Caroline Lucas MP, with keynote contributions from: Sir Tim Smit Co-Founder of the Eden 

Project, Craig Bennett Chief Executive Officer for The Wildlife Trust, Paul Steer Head of Policy of the OCR, Dr Laura 

Colucci-Gray a Senior Lecturer in Science and Sustainability Education at University of Edinburg, Dr Christina Kwauk 

Education Consultant; and Author, Education International Climate Change Education Ambition Report Card 

Kabir has also received an award for his conservation work by the charity, IFAW, at the House of Lords – 

congratulations Kabir for all your excellent work! 

 

 

 

 

After a hiatus last year due to the pandemic it was a delight to open our doors 

to prospective year 6 students and their families for Open Morning on 

Saturday 2nd October  2021.  Over 100 year 9 students along with our House 

and Prefect teams from Sixth Form sacrificed their Saturday morning to 

volunteer as guides for the event.  Thank you to all of those students who did 

a wonderful job showing future 

students around you were excellent 

representatives of WBGS.  The hard 

work of the staff was enjoyed by our visitors who were able to see a 

sample of some of the excellent teaching and the captivating way in which 

students at WBGS Learn. 
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Black History Month  

Maths Clubs News   

 

 

 

 

October 2021 is Black History Month and our school community was proud to be part of the national celebrations 

and events to honour the too-often unheralded accomplishments of Black Britons in every area of endeavour 

throughout our history. Our librarian Mrs Waterman worked with prefects to select a reading list to celebrate the 

works of black writers, whilst different subjects marked the month using specialised lessons planned to focus on the 

importance of Black History Month.  

 

 

 
 

From left to right the students are Hamish, Salman, Jakub and Ray. 
 
After a year and a half of Covid-19-
related dormancy, this term the 
school's Maths Club has returned to 
M4 at Monday lunchtime. Thanks to 
the pent-up demand (and not 
hindered by the refreshments kindly 
provided by Ms Glypti!), we have 
seen record turnouts for the past 
few weeks, in some cases leading to 
extra chairs needing to be purloined 
from M3!  
 
Fronted by two Sixth Formers and 
Ms Glypti, the club consists, each 
week, of a challenging starter 
question, followed by practice for 
the Hans Woyda Mathematics 
competition, which the school has 
competed in every year for over 10 
years. With our first match on Wednesday being played by a team of the most prosperous club members in a local 
derby against the Girls' school, we hope to record a win to start this season on a high. To be selected for future Hans 
Woyda matches, interested students should join the Google Classroom and come along each Monday to practice. 
Later in the year, the Maths Club will broaden out to discuss other topics such as interesting areas of maths, and to 
practice for other competitions including the Olympiads. However it's already a great place to meet like-minded 
people and spend your lunchtime cracking interesting problems, so if you're passionate about Mathematics we'd 
urge you to come along.   

 

Hamish S & Yueyang H 
Year 12 
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Despite a rather turbulent year, we managed to have face-to-face music exams in July, which was a relief to many of 

our musicians.  Again, many of them distinguished themselves with Distinctions achieved by Rory B on the clarinet at 

Grade 5, Motiejus Z on the saxophone at Grade 2, Yueyang H and Izac R both on the violin at Grade 8, Tom H on the 

trumpet at Grade 8 and Quinton F on the trumpet at Grade 1. Merits were achieved by Todd G on trumpet at Grade 

5, Kevin G on the violin at Grade 4, Joaquin A on the guitar at Grade 1, Jamie S on the saxophone at Grade 4, Manraj 

S on the saxophone at Grade 8, Jonathan G on the saxophone at Grade 7, Jay A on the guitar at Grade 1, Morgan S 

on the trumpet at Grade 5, Trishan M on the violin at Grade 2, Khelan M on the trumpet at Grade 6, Amit P on the 

trombone at Grade 4, Todd G on the trumpet at Grade 3 and Andrew G on the trombone at Grade 8. There were a 

further 27 passes, an amazing achievement from our students who deserve great praise for keeping up their work 

rate on their instruments during the year. Anyone taking their music lessons out of school who would also like to 

take their ABRSM music exam this term with us, must let Mr Hussey know straight after half term. 

The Music Competition that took place at the end of the summer term was a great success and in the forthcoming 

Year assemblies, Mr Hussey will be presenting the awards to students, including the Rosebowl and the Rising Star 

Award. Many of our Competition entrants were engaged in performing to the masses that descended on the school 

during Open Morning last week and everyone was delighted with the contribution that these students made to the 

event, so congratulations to them. 

The Instrumental Music Timetables for the second half of this term will be sent to the boys via their Gmail account 

during the half term break. They will not receive a hard copy, so boys will need to check their email account very 

carefully for the email attachment and then write their lesson times into their planner. As usual, students are 

reminded to let Mr Hussey know if they do not receive their timetable this way and he will check and resend. Please 

also remind your son that he must sign out for his music lesson from the front office in the main school building and 

wear the orange lanyard, which needs to be returned at the end of the lesson. Hand washing is also essential and 

there is a sink in the foyer of the Muse for this purpose. 

We are also delighted to inform you that we have managed to start up a range of ensembles again during the 

morning breaks, at lunchtimes and after school and it is our hope to invite you along to our Autumn Concerts 

scheduled for November 24th and 25th in due course, fingers crossed! Our students have plenty of music to practise 

during half term for these ensembles too! Any Year 7 musicians who have not been allocated a group to perform in, 

either instrumentally or vocally should see Mr Hussey, Mr Mehta or Mr Thorold. Any student that would like help 

with their Grade 5 theory preparation needs to know that we have a class after school on a Wednesday and would 

be more than welcome to join, numbers permitting! 

Mr Hussey 
Director of Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music News   
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Politics Society, which continued throughout 2020-21 as a virtual society, is back in person with a bang. The weekly 

Thursday lunchtime debates in EC4, hosted by Ibrahim, Magadev and Stefan in Y13, are attracting over 60 boys a 

week from across the school and generating really impressive – and fun – discussions. This half-term the society also 

welcomed its first external speaker since coronavirus entered our lives: David Gauke, former Conservative Cabinet 

Minister and MP for South-West Herts. He hosted a fascinating Q&A attended by over 120 boys, in which he spoke 

frankly about his relationship with the PM, the government’s handling of Covid-19 and divisions in Cabinet over 

Brexit policy. Further external speakers are lined up for next half-term, including old boy Kelsey Trevett, currently 

studying PPE at Oxford, who is the national co-chair of the Green Party’s youth group. If your son is interested in 

what is going on in the news, please encourage him to come along to Pols Soc and get involved!    

Mr Ponte 
History 

 

 

Mid September, I was hearing my language teachers talking about EDL week. I was very confused. EDL week? What 
does this stand for? English Defence League (I had to look it up), probably not; Eggs During Languages, can’t be; 
Enjoyment during lessons, surely not! Egyptians Drove Lorries, did they?; Ecce Domminus Laetus (Yes that's my latin 
knowledge) 
No, EDL week actually means European Day of Languages. During the whole week, there were lots of fun activities 

organised during language lessons, at break time and at lunch time. 
During one of my French lessons, we did a music quiz where we had to 
recognise well known songs sung in foreign languages. It was really fun 
and very surprising to hear an Ed Sheeran song in Spanish. One of my 
favourite activities was ordering and buying a croissant in French at 
break time (well actually I bought 2) and having it as our snack.  
There were other challenges too. One of them was to complete a sheet 
with lots of fun activities like listening to a French song and also to 
watch either Peppa Pig, Dora the explorer or my favourite THE 
OCTONAUTS (I loved it and was even named after one of the 
characters by my neighbours!) or make something sweet that was 
French. For the more creative students, there was also the chance to 
build a model representing a famous landmark and I saw an amazing 
bridge and the Tower of Pisa. There was so much going on that I 
couldn't keep up. I didn’t manage to go to the boules session at lunch 

time but my friends said that it was really good fun. Overall the week was very eventful and extremely fun.  It was 
probably my favourite week since I joined the school in September. 

Todd G  
7R 
Congratulations to the winners of the model making competition Todd G in 7 R, Aaron P 7R, Angad W in 7 N, Shaan S 
in 7F and Eesa H in 7 R. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Politics Society   

Modern Foreign Languages News   
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Welcome to our new foreign language assistants 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new modern foreign language assistants; our French 

assistant is Alexandre Azalbert and our German assistant is Lara 

Frische. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angie Dukes, our very highly valued member of staff received her 

Medal of the Order of the British Empire (BEM) for services to 

education, recognising her 46 years of service with us at Watford 

Grammar School for Boys.  Well done Angie – we are all so proud. 

 

  

Mrs Dukes receives her BEM   

Modern Foreign Languages News   
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A very warm welcome from the Friends of WBGS to all newcomers to the school. We hope that with a return to 

more “normal” times we will be able to welcome you in person to one of our events.  

We ran the first of these mid-September – our Year 7 Parent Welcome Social. Held in the foyer of the James 

Theatre, this gave Year 7 parents an opportunity to meet and socialise with other new parents. We welcomed 100 

parents to a relaxed evening with a buffet and bar. We were delighted to see so many there and wish you and your 

sons happy times ahead at WBGS. 

 

 

Annual Quiz Night – Saturday 20th November – Tickets on sale now 

The next event open to all is the annual Quiz Night which will be held on the top floor of the STEM Centre at 7pm 

on Saturday 20th November, hosted by our Quizmaster, Mr Cooksey. 

Tickets are now on sale here. 
 
This is always a fun evening and usually sells out, so be sure to book your tickets early! You can either get some 
friends together and make up a table (max. 10 per table) or book as a couple / individually and we will put you onto 
a table with other parents from your son’s year if possible.   
 
Ticket prices are £20 to include food, which will once again be provided by Punjabi Gourmet – the menu (meat or 
vegetarian) is on the booking site. 
 
Take advantage of our Early Bird Discount Offer which ends at the end of half-term, Friday 29th October and SAVE 
£2 off each ticket.  
 
If you have any questions, have specific dietary requirements or wish to make a group booking please email Amanda 
at aerafferty@gmail.com.    

 

 

 

Friends of WBGS News & Updates  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/watford-boys-grammar-school-friends-association/watford-grammar-school-for-boys-quiz-night/2021-11-20/19:00/t-rmpekv
mailto:aerafferty@gmail.com
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Friends of WBGS News & Updates  
 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop: Winter Coat Sale  

The uniform shop continues to offer a valuable service to parents and we are always grateful for donations.  We 

currently have a large stock of winter coats and so will be holding a COAT SALE with all coats £5 or less on Weds 3rd 

Nov and Sat 6th Nov.  

As always, appointments to visit the shop need to be booked in advance. Please book your visit here.  

If you have any questions please email uniformshop@friendsofwbgs.org 

Volunteers needed. We need another 1 or 2 volunteers to run the shop on a Wednesday and / or Saturday. This is 

only for an hour or so and is on a rota basis, so you don’t need to commit to every week. But if you are able to help it 

would be greatly appreciated - please do get in touch at uniformshop@friendsofwbgs.org 

 

Family Draw  

Help us to Help your Sons by Joining the 

Family Draw Termly Lottery 

The Family Draw is our 100-club style lottery and gives you the opportunity to win a cash prize whilst also supporting 

the school. 

All you need to do is pay £25 a year into the Family Draw Fund and we will allocate you a unique lucky number, 

which will automatically be entered into our termly lottery. There are three cash prizes each year and you can ‘buy’ 

as many lucky numbers as you like to increase your chances of winning. 

25% of the income raised is given as prizes and the remaining 75% is donated to directly benefit students at WBGS.   

If you don’t currently participate in the Family Draw but would like to do so, more information and a form to join can 

be found on our website here. 

To join the Family Draw for the next academic year, please contact Jean Ryba on 

familydraw@friendsofwbgs.org 

Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday 16th November FoS AGM – All Welcome 

Saturday 20th November Quiz Night – book tickets here. 

Thank you for your continued support, we wish you a happy and healthy half-term break and look forward to seeing 

you at an event soon. 

Best wishes 

Mrs Amanda Rafferty   

Chair WBGS Friends of School      www.friendsofwbgs.org 

E-mail info@friendsofwbgs.org 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FgalC5_dYfGfqBDUgWTc5cve0MKF-xT2IYjb8NvwvoM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:uniformshop@friendsofwbgs.org
mailto:uniformshop@friendsofwbgs.org
https://www.friendsofwbgs.org/
mailto:familydraw@friendsofwbgs.org
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/watford-boys-grammar-school-friends-association/watford-grammar-school-for-boys-quiz-night/2021-11-20/19:00/t-rmpekv
http://www.friendsofwbgs.org/
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Try something new  

 

 
We are really keen for all boys to try something new and take part in our school’s extensive extra-curricular 

programme of activities.  There really is something for everyone from Lego to Latin.  Take a look at the timetable and 

see what ‘new thing’ you might want to try after half-term.  

Remember clubs are a great opportunity to make friends, develop skills, increase in confidence and have fun.  

https://www.watfordboys.org/Clubs-And-Societies.aspx 

 

Stay in Touch 
If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram 

@watfordboysgrammar 

https://www.instagram.com/watfordboysgrammar/ 

Facebook – School Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys 

Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/WBGSExcellence 

Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

 

https://www.watfordboys.org/Clubs-And-Societies.aspx
https://www.watfordboys.org/Clubs-And-Societies.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys

