
Fu
llerian

 20
19

-20



Editor’s Note
When I became editor of the Fullerian, the then headmaster pointed 
to all the copies of the previous magazines held in his study and said 
they reflected the very life and ethos of the school, and were held  for 
posterity. Each year, three copies of the magazine are placed in the 
library and have, on occasion, been taken out and used as historical 
references.

But what was going to happen this year when school trips, visits 
and musical events were cancelled from early March and then, finally, the 
school buildings themselves were closed on March 20th to the majority 
of students?  

The annual music report is shorter this year, with spring, summer 
and chamber concerts cancelled; there are no cricket or Sports Day 
reports and the number of visits and trips are very few.

However, school did carry on for students and teachers in a 
different form. Teachers had to become accustomed to unfamiliar (to 
some teachers and a fair few students) technology, and students had 
to develop skills in independent learning, very rapidly, in very unusual 
circumstances. But from all of this emerged some outstanding work, and 
a large section of this Fullerian has been given over to celebrating the 
resilience and determination our students have shown to work in a very 
different manner from usual. 

In addition, you’ll find some evidence of extracurricular activities 
continuing, albeit on a modified basis, and some of our students taking 
advantage of Lockdown to pursue their own personal interests.

Thank you to all those students, members of staff and parents who 
have helped provide contributions for this issue.

GA

John Dunne – Design and Artwork
For many years now, John Dunne has ‘put the Fullerian together’ from the articles and images that have been sent to 
him, many flooding in as the deadline approaches.

As usual, there have been last minute changes, last minute requests to add articles, and difficulties with 
images that aren’t sharp enough for reproduction.

John always remains calm and has a sympathetic understanding of the importance to students of seeing their 
piece of work in the magazine. 

This year’s magazine has been a particular challenge: the usual long established sections into which articles 
can easily slot have changed and we have had to try and create new sections, Lockdown Work, and Lockdown Life, 
and move things around to fit in as much material as possible in what has been a particularly text heavy edition. 

I am extremely grateful to John for his patience and expertise with this year’s edition.
GA
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A 
word we have come to hear with increasing 
regularity over the course of the last 9 months. 
It has been used to justify the extraordinary 
restrictions to our lives and to excuse the 
limitations in humanity’s response to the 
challenges presented. It has also been used 

to explain why we simply don’t know how the future will pan 
out from this point. Listening to various news reports and 
ministerial briefings, the opportunity to play ‘unprecedented’ 
bingo provided a very small measure of light relief, in an 
otherwise troubling and uncertain period.

Since our foundation in 1704, we have operated on 
different sites, under different systems of governance and 
throughout numerous wars, including the Napoleonic, Boer and 
World Wars, but we have always remained open to all of our 
students in each successive year. Until this year. Our closure, 
along with all other schools was, well … unprecedented! This 
has been a significant moment in the history of the world, our 
nation and our school. 

In this edition of the Fullerian magazine, we have been 
able to capture first-hand accounts of our students, our parents 
and our staff to record for posterity. We are well-blessed with 
an incredible archive of material spanning the history of our 
school and we have sought to add to this as we live through 
these extraordinary times. 

I have often said that there is so much more to education 
than examinations and that we need to be preparing our 
students for a rapidly changing world. However, I had never 
anticipated that our boys would receive an education without 
any examinations or that the world could change so dramatically, 
so suddenly. This period has provided a test, but also an 
opportunity for our community to rise to the challenges and 
develop the attributes that mark out a Fullerian. We have been 
able to witness a remarkable level of agility and adaptation from 
our staff and students in seeking to sustain learning throughout 
the period of lockdown, often with imaginative approaches. 
Our community has demonstrated resilience, initiative and 
collaborative endeavour. Most importantly there have been 
many examples of kindness and care for others, some of which 
we have captured in these pages.

Our normal operations may have been compromised, 
but I truly believe that our boys will have learnt more about 
themselves and the world as they have borne witness to this 
period. Some of our students will lead lives that will extend into 
the 22nd Century and it is inevitable that they will encounter 
more unprecedented episodes as the history of humanity 
unfolds. They may have to deal with further pandemics, the 
consequences of climate change and the biodiversity crisis, 
geopolitical realignment and population explosions or collapse. 
Whatever comes their way, the attributes and skills that they 
will have acquired during this period will serve to develop 
characters who can face and change the world, however 
uncertain and novel their predicament. I am extremely proud of 
our community and I hope that you will be similarly impressed 
as you read through this unique and unprecedented edition of 
the Fullerian. 

Ian Cooksey

unprecedented
/Λn'prεsΙdεntΙd/

adjective
never done or known before.



Remote Teaching

J
ust ten years ago it would have 
been considered practically 
impossible. Twenty years ago it 
would have been quite literally, 
technologically, impossible. More 
than thirty years ago it would 

have sat comfortably within the realm of 
science fiction. But from Monday, March 
23rd 2020, every class, of every subject, 
in every year group was taught entirely 
remotely.

Without wanting to wear out the 
words ‘unprecedented’ and ‘unthinkable’ 
any further, the sudden drastic change to 
education in late March was truly without... 
well, precedent. Decades (dare we say 
centuries?) of collective classroom teaching 
experience were temporarily shelved, albeit 
still within easy reach. Naturally, protocols 
and preparation for remote teaching had 
been in place during early 2020, but the 
reality of the first few weeks still required 
some remarkable adaptation from students 
and staff alike.

Watford Boys had been in the 
fortunate position of steadily increasing 
their use of Google Classroom over the 
past few years, which formed the digital 

platform for teaching over the coming 
months. Remote teaching techniques 
were as varied as techniques seen in the 
classroom during more normal times. 
Some lessons were delivered over a 
video call, or in a live school ‘chat room’, 
others required some good old-fashioned 
careful reading and comprehension, 
while pre-recorded lessons with a 
webcam and slides allowed a teacher 
to explain more complex topics. (The 
Headmaster was an early adopter of 
this for staff briefings, allowing staff to 
track the rise and fall of his wonderful 
lockdown barnet).

It is interesting to note what is 
missed when teaching remotely. Despite 
spending a small, but significant, portion 
of my last few years asking my year 8 
classes to be quiet and listen, it quickly 
became apparent that teaching a class 
whose microphones were all on mute 
and webcams off to avoid distraction 
was slightly eerie and unnerving. Was 
everyone still there? Had anyone fallen 

asleep? Did everyone understand, or 
were they looking at the screen with a 
confused expression on their faces? The 
small interactions around school were 
missing, a greeting in passing through 
a corridor, a year 7 student proudly 
informing me that they had completed 
their homework on time this week, a 
cheeky year 10 student asking if I had 
enjoyed my rice salad lunch in order to 
stall the start of the final lesson of the 
day.

Yet, there is much that students 
and staff can take from what is often 
referred to as a ‘disruption’ to teaching 
and education. Students have been 
required to learn substantial topics 
independently, a skill that would usually 
be introduced to sixth formers, and 
mastered whilst at university. Staff have 
reconsidered how content and topics in 
their subject might be delivered. Above 
all, those small, absent interactions are 
appreciated all the more when teaching 
and learning face-to-face finally resumes.

TH
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Origami Club
E

ver since I was ten, I loved making origami. After finding 
an origami book and trying to make a turtle, I was 
instantly hooked on origami making. Later, I would get 
more books and paper until I could make all sorts of 

things out of square paper as one of my hobbies. Once I reached 
year seven and went to Watford Boys, Mrs Rayat from Learning 
Support saw my origami passion and asked if I could be her 
special guest for teaching in the 25-hour Maths challenge. I 
said yes!

After that conversation, I made many origami water 
balloons and I brought them to school for Mrs Rayat. She taught 
me and some older students about ‘Origami and Maths’ and 
how origami connects to geometry and inspired people to make 
amazing discoveries and inventions. Then I, along with a Sixth 
Form student, hit the paper water balloons with light sabres for 
fun and and to learn about shape and movement. I impressed 
the older students with my ability to make great origami models 
so fast. One said ‘Kid’s a genius!’

About two years later, a few months through year nine, 
Mrs Rayat gave me the opportunity to start a new club at school: 
the origami club. I was really excited! So every Wednesday, 
I brought my huge bag full of origami paper, books and 
instructions to school and hosted Origami Club in Learning 
support. Not many people came, but I adored teaching and 
helping those who did. My main students were my brother, 
Jamie Stickland and his friends Archie, Gili and Orion.

Later, Mrs Rayat set the five of us a challenge: to make a 
huge origami poster to show on open day in autumn. First, we 

worked together to paint an ocean and a jungle landscape on 
large sheets of paper and stuck them together. Over the span of 
weeks, we made models of origami animals, plants and planes 
and stuck them on the poster. I even made five origami people 
to represent the origami club group. We continued until the 
summer holidays.

The following year, we were back at school. I had started 
year 10 while Jamie, Archie, Gili and Orion were all in year 8. We 
made some finishing touches to our project in the library, where 
Jamie and his friends got the idea to add a paper Spongebob 
Squarepants to the sea! Later that week was open day. Our final 
project was put up in the library for all to see and many teachers 
and students were very impressed with it. I mostly stayed in the 
library, so I sat at the Librarian’s desk and made origami models 
from coloured paper. This impressed a year seven boy and the 
Librarian so I made her an origami turtle and taught the student 
how to make a few models until Jamie and I had to go.

After that, the origami club continued as normal. I would 
let my four students make their own models from my books and 
help them when needed, all while sharing a conversation with 
them all. However, due to the virus, I had to cancel some of the 
meetings until we were told to stay at home. But I’m still happily 
making models and can’t wait to go back to school. I couldn’t 
have got far without Mrs Rayat or my Origami Club friends. 
Thank you!

Liam Stickland 10N



Goethe-Institut Debating Competition 2020

T
hank you to everyone for taking part and well done to 
both teams for their exceptional speeches. The winner 
of the Goethe-Institut debating competition 2020 is …. 
Watford Grammar School” That’s us. But how did we 

get here?
The Goethe-Institut is a German state funded organisation 

which operates in 98 countries around the world to promote 
German cultural exchange and the study of German abroad.

Every year the Institute pits teams of four from 16 
secondary schools across the UK against each other in a 
knockout German debating competition. Previous Watford Boys 
efforts in the event had been without avail: all knocked out in 
the first round. Yet this year our 
team - Luke Dale, Amelia Young, 
Aryan Jolly and myself - were to go 
where no Fullerian had gone before.

The first round began on a 
Friday afternoon in November, with 
a debate at home against Sir John 
Lawes school, in which we argued in 
favour of students being permitted 
to strike for the climate. Since the 
title had been released two weeks 
before, our German lessons had 
been filled with brainstorming ideas, 
practising speeches and coming up 
with every possible combination of 
counterarguments our opposition could concoct.

After a short introduction by the judges, the debate began 
with the team captain introducing their team, laying out their 
main arguments and beginning with their first point. Each team 
member would then have four minutes in turn to refute any 
opposition arguments and present their point.

Despite a strong opening speech by Luke, the speech from 
the captain of the other team was one of the greatest German 
speeches ever to be seen - rolling of complex conjugations and 
mesmerising multi-letter words. We had surely lost. Yet the rest 
of their team was not up to the captain’s high standards and, 
after solid speeches embracing our inner Greta from Aryan, 
Amelia and myself as well as a final unexpected on-the-hoof 
speech from Luke, we managed to win and move on to the 
second round.

Should we make public transport free in Europe? Maybe a 
free ride on the Met line would be nice? However for the second 
round against Bishop Stortford High School in late January, we 
would have to argue against this motion to secure a place in 
round 3. Once again at home in room 112, we had the screeching 
of Year 7s in the quads to spur us on a sunny Tuesday 
afternoon. The team from Bishop Stortford, accompanied a 
twenty-strong German class hype squad, debated well and 
outlined good arguments but ultimately fell short. From citing 
distant studies from Estonia where free public transport had 
failed, to reminding our opposition that “Geld wächst nicht auf 
Bäumen” (money simply doesn’t grow on trees). We managed to 
earn a place in the 3rd round.

Yet this time we didn’t have the support of the screeching 
squads of Year 7s and the familiarity of room 112, as we were away 

at Farnborough College 6th Form in early March - a sprawling 
centre of over 2000 sixth form students compared to our mere 
210. For this round, the debate title: “Schools should only serve 
vegan and vegetarian food in their canteens”. A title which we 
were to argue vehemently against. Our opposition began with 
a strong speech brandishing a life-size poster of themselves 
eating a vegan sausage roll outside of Greggs. Surely we had 
lost! How could we overcome this vegan sausage roll wielder? 
Talking to the team from Farnborough College after the debate 
we found out some of the extreme measures they had taken to 
help them in the debate. With levels of surveillance that would 
rival the KGB, they had stalked us on LinkedIn, investigated 

our school’s canteen providers and 
analysed the carbon footprint of an 
average Watford Boys school lunch. 
Their preparations were immense and 
egos immenser. So obsessed were 
they with their opponents, that they 
had failed to make any convincing 
arguments. Admittedly, it felt good 
when the judges pronounced their 
failures and their smirks were wiped 
off their faces. We had made it to the 
final.

However, while we had been 
debating about vegan sausage rolls 
and whether public transport should 

be free, the Coronavirus pandemic had begun to take its firm 
grip on the UK and on the day of the final, the UK entered 
lockdown, dashing our hopes of a live final at the Goethe 
Institute in London.

Nevertheless, the debating final would take place online 
on a video call. On the 22nd April, our team from the Watford 
Grammar Schools went up against Royal Grammar School 
High Wycombe to debate against the motion that “Capitalism 
is responsible for climate change”. This time there was more 
than one enemy. Not only did we have to grapple with the 
rhetoric of our rivals, but also with the unreliability of the 
technology. Ardent arguments from High Wycombe outlining 
the overproduction and overconsumption that capitalism drives 
were met with scathing speeches from ourselves asserting that 
“Der Kapitalismus ist nicht das Problem, sondern die Lösung.” 
(Capitalism is not the problem but rather the solution).

Finally the judges gave their final verdict on 6-months of 
debating.

“Thank you to everyone for taking part and well done 
to both teams for their exceptional speeches. The winner of 
the Goethe-Institut debating competition 2020 is ... Watford 
Grammar School”

This entire competition would not have been possible 
without the consistent and extensive support from the German 
department, most especially Mrs Hensman and Miss Gramm, 
who helped us craft speeches and come up with ideas I don’t 
think any of us thought we could at the start of the year. We wish 
the new Lower Sixth all the best for next year.

Thomas Connor L6G
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Tunnock’s Competition
Year 10 Food preparation and nutrition students were given the 
opportunity to take part in a food styling challenge run by the Food 
Teachers Centre and sponsored by Tunnock’s. 

Students were asked to produce a plate with a focus on the 
styling and presentation of a Tunnock’s Teacake. The theme for the 
creations was “Seasons”. 
Entries will be judged for creativity; presentation; skills and 
adding nutritional balance to the plate by the use of seasonal, 
locally sourced ingredients relevant to their design. 

We were allowed two entries: 14-17year old and the most 
novel and the winning entries will be announced in September. 

Both year 10 food groups put a lot of thought, effort and 
creativity into their designs. After much deliberation Mrs Zacharia 
entered Akshay’s and Nirapam’s designs in 10P 

Category: Most Novel 
Ingredients have been used to create a mirror image contrast 
between summer and winter. A 3D White chocolate tree sculpture 
and icing sugar depicts a frost and snow winter scene; satsuma 
has been used as a seasonal fruit. A contrasting chocolate 
sculpture and crumbled biscuit depicts a summer scene at the 
beach, mango cubes have been used as a seasonal summer fruit. 

Nirupam Singh 10P 

Category: 14-17 year olds 
A summer plate has been artistically piped, arranged and created 
using summer seasonal ingredients: carrot puree, passion fruit 
and mint. The teacake is piped with a contrast of white chocolate 
and surrounded by biscuit sand. Icing sugar flowers have been 
used creatively to add a contrast of summer colour.

Akshay Patel 10P

The Ash From The Bones
Shortlisted in the Christopher Tower Poetry Competition

(Christchurch College Oxford)

Nirupam Singh 10P

Akshay Patel 10P

History entails the tinge of autumn leaves that 
saddle currents; the curved
stones that shape eddies;
the river’s rubble to provide framework. 
Legacies are not like that. Legacies
are reductive, by 
nature;

like the ash from
the bones of trees once inevitable, 
they are now
pretext
for new gnarly roots,
new brown bark, new green seeds 
quilted in starshine.

Love is both history and legacy. 
The confluence of
the Us into myth. 
for nuance calls, 
and the ashes of
the bones of trees remember.

Shae Mehta L6G
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A group of teenagers do something bad, really bad, then panic and 
cover the whole thing up. But when they find that the cover-up unites 
them and brings harmony to their otherwise fractious lives, where’s the 
incentive to put things right? 

Dennis Kelly’s ‘DNA’ is a challenging play which examines 
relationships, responsibility and power circles. The plot revolves around 
a potential murder within a group of young people, and their attempts to 
cover it up. WBGS decided to take on such a challenge under the newly 
appointed Mr Campion as Dramatist in Residence. With a sensational 
cast in collaboration with WGGS it took a tumultuous 3 months to bring 
such a project to life. 

Many aspiring talents attended auditions from both schools and 
left Mr Campion with many difficult decisions. A wide range of characters 
up for grabs, the silent man in charge ‘Phil’, the loudmouth ‘John Tate’ and 
the potentially hilarious double act of ‘Mel and Jan’. With the final decisions 
made, rehearsals got underway, starting with team building and character 
development work. The cast explored ways to build atmosphere and assess 
the gravity of the situation. Themes of loss and guilt are difficult to manifest 
and come to terms with and the cast worked together to build this feeling 
which was palpable in the theatre come performance night! 

With time pressing on and lots of difficult dialogue to learn, 
the production took an unexpected turn. Our incredibly talented Fred 
Roberts was poached by the X-Factor no less, to go and make his name 
on the big stage. We wished him all the best and had to adapt. Some 
cast reworks this late in the process were nerve racking and difficult, but 
everyone was determined to make it work. Archie Stevens stepped up 
like a true professional to play Phil, and Ellie Razavi took up the role of 
Mel (originally cast as Mark, so even more difficult!). The last few weeks 
were very intense, with new cast changes an additional hurdle to deal 
with. The lighting operation and design by Dominic Dale and Praveen 
Kathirvasan helped us all get into a performance state of mind. The new 
lighting systems in the James Theatre were used to such great potential 
and really added to the performance. 

Performance week was upon us and tensions were running high. 
Mr Campion had pallets delivered from a local garden centre and with 
everyone’s help - including some much needed guidance and assistance 
from WGBS technology department - we built a very captivating set. 

Adding some personal touches by graffitiing on the set in character was 
an extra bit of fun as well. Members of the audience arrived and were 
shown to their seats with the tension rising. Mr Campion gave us one 
last talk and reassured us we were not only going to be great, but that 
we were going to have fun. It was all in our hands now. 

The show was a major success, with a brilliantly spirited 
performance from Jaishulin Harsiani commanding the stage with presence 
and some excellent timed one liners from George Williams as Danny, 
the introverted aspiring dentist. Everyone worked together brilliantly 
and bounced off one another with real energy and the audience were 
gripped from start to finish. Sophie Stevens captivated with a sinister 
performance, perfectly juxtaposed against the moody, despondent Jan 
played by Sable Blake. Mr Campion received so much great feedback from 
the first performance from parents, friends and members of staff alike. 
The calm after the storm set in as people got changed and ran to talk with 
friends - a brilliant first night and onwards to the finale. 

The second performance went off without a hitch, small niggles 
and kinks were well and truly ironed out from the first performance 
and everyone enjoyed themselves a little bit more. Charlotte Watson 
managed to handle over 90 pages of dialogue as Leah and didn’t skip a 
beat. Elinam Dumor played a fantastic central character and didn’t get 
too carried away with the swearing.. And Arthur Simcenco masterfully 
performed his monologue, really cementing it as the most tense and 
memorable moments of the play. Manas Balla, who summoned energy 
into his performance that very few could muster showed us a young man 
who had been tipped over the edge of sanity. With the final moments 
of the show drawing to a close, Sasksham Sidana delivered the final 
pensive speech with gravity and emotion. Archie Stevens sat resolute as 
always on that very uncomfortable tree stump. The curtain fell and the 
bows came to rapturous applause, a brilliant performance and fantastic 
experience even in the face of many adversities. 

The enigmatic Mr Campion was presented with a bouquet 
of flowers and great thanks from the cast. He made a short speech 
about the return of Drama to the school and its importance to us all. A 
message that we hope resonates in the school for many years to come. 
Onto the next show!

EC
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Rotary Young Chef Competition
On Saturday 2nd November 2019, during the half term holidays, 
I went to West Herts College to compete in the Rotary Young Chef 
competition. There were 4 other participants, and our challenge 
was to prepare and serve three dishes in a time limit of only 
2 hours. The aims/goals of the competition were: to make a 
healthy meal; to develop food presentation skills; to consider 
food hygiene; to developing organisational and planning skills 
as well as being able to cope under tight time pressure.

The task brief was simply to make three dishes (starter, 
main and dessert) for two people for which the ingredients had 
to cost less than £20. Therefore we had a large variety of dishes 
we could make. For my starter I made a couscous and quinoa 
salad by boiling some couscous and quinoa, which I mixed 
with some finely diced vegetables and served with a honey 
dressing. My main course was a roasted vegetable flan served 
with an eggless mayonnaise coleslaw. This dish involved making 
shortcrust pastry, baking blind, roasting vegetables, making 
a bechamel sauce and emulsifying a mayonnaise sauce using 
aquafaba (chickpea water). I used aquafaba as a substitute 
for the standard eggs in a mayonnaise because I am a lacto 
vegetarian and don’t eat eggs or meat or fish. As a dessert I 
made a lemon mousse served with fresh berries. 

I really enjoyed the experience of making three dishes in 
a different cooking environment, as this was a kitchen that had 
lots of bigger and fancy equipment to cater for a restaurant. As 
well as adapting to a completely different sized kitchen, time 
pressure was another major obstacle, because I constantly had 
to work efficiently and in an organised manner to complete on 
time. However thanks to my detailed and colour coded time 
planner, I easily worked through most of my steps according to 
my predicted timings. In my opinion it was essential to relieve as 
much pressure from yourself, because extra stress would result 
in some mistakes, so it was necessary to take a few moments 
during the time period to just have a breather. 

Overall I am very proud of myself, although I came runner 
up, because I never imagined I would be able to make all 
three of these dishes in only 2 hours. It was a new experience 
for me, being the only male participant which I will always 
cherish and remember. It was a great chance to represent 
Watford Boys as a chef, and I hope it will inspire some younger 
students to continue and expand their cooking abilities by 
taking this opportunity. A massive thank you to Mrs Zacharia, 
our amazing food technology teacher, for all her help, guidance 
and suggestions throughout this journey.

Santosh Shah 11P
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Year 7 and 8 French Club 
L’année dernière was another successful 
year for our school’s French Club. 
I really enjoyed helping run the club 
with Quentin, our football-crazy French 
Assistant as it included a range of 
activities aimed at building up students’ 
interest and passion for French. 

Throughout the year, our sessions 
focused on the festivals occurring 
throughout the year: Noël, la Saint 

Valentin, Mardi Gras and Pâques. 
This gave us the opportunity to 
learn about French traditions around 
these occasions, while increasing 
our French vocabulary and practising 
pronunciation. In other sessions, we 
watched films, did translation bee 
competitions, played French card 
games, did quizzes, or played boules, 
the French version of Bowls.

The French club is a change from 
lessons and allowed all of us gain a 
broader appreciation and enjoyment of 
the language, while also having fun.

We look forward to another 
successful year at French Club next year, 
with more activities and the occasional 
French dessert.

Daniel Baars L6P 



Open Morning in the Library

The hustle of Open Morning began quite 
early for Mrs. Waterman, the librarian, Ms 
Riaz, from the History Department, Mr. 
Pegler, our volunteer Archivist. and myself. 
Whilst the library was busy showing off 
its splendour, the Archive had its own 
exhibition, giving the historic glamour of 
our school the full glory it deserved.

“Mr. Pegler is back?” I hear you say. 
Even better – we have Mr. Pegler Senior. You 
may have already spotted him digging out 
the old treasures tucked up in that storeroom 
at the back of the library. We have our own 
mini museum down there. Go on and have a 
look some Tuesday lunchtime. Mr. Pegler is 
a lovely gentleman to chat to and he might 
show you around if you’re lucky!

At first glance this ‘exhibition’ may 
have seemed like an antiques stall, with 
weird and wonderful artefacts strewn 
across the tables; they certainly would 
have brought a sense of nostalgia to 
some of our longer serving teachers and 
Old Fullerians. However, what was so 
special about them was that they were 
about us, how school life has changed, 
how the school has physically changed, 
and the ancient practices and traditions 
we would have followed if we came to 
the school in the 20th century, or perhaps 
even 1704 when it all started.

There was a whole table designated 
to Dame Elizabeth Fuller – the founder 
of WBGS - to whom we are so grateful. 
There lay her original will, and beside it a 
quite old (seriously very old) bible, which 
had belonged to her father before her. A 
book so fragile yet evidently so lovingly 
nurtured, with the pages stroked thin to 
transparency by Dame Fuller herself. Now 
I watch that inanimate portrait of her in 
the main hall slowly come to life.

The pomp of the olden days made 
me feel somewhat jealous, As we no 
longer receive medals made of bronze 
for competing in sports day, and we 
don’t get to read from novels with marble 
decorated pages, those leather bound 
luxurious pages made from creamy paper, 
and leather bound have been replaced by 
mere pixels. But what we must appreciate 
and take pride in is that we have thrived 

beyond what is expected, even as a state 
school (back then we were a private 
school). These books were very kindly 
donated by an old boy, just so we can 
envy them of course!

But what hasn’t changed in all 
these years is the nature and spirit of our 
school sports – those great school trips 
abroad. Whilst boys would once have 
gone to Argentina for a football trip (the 
tournament was won and we received a 
glass award), or France on a history trip, 
we too host cricket tours to Barbados and 
music trips to Germany. Today we sustain 
great sports teams in rugby, hockey and 
cricket. Thankfully we can learn what 
the boys would have done on their trips 
abroad through the hefty journals each 
student would have invested time in 
assembling of their travels. You can go 
and read them today but do be careful, 
because they’re so old that they crumble 
apart at the touch.

Perhaps you should make your own 
little journal for your next school trip. It 
can be a tacky coalescence of pictures, 
sketches, letters, newspaper articles, 
text, maps, and even leaves and feathers, 
as the students would have done back 
then. Who knows, it may be put out on 
display during a WBGS open day in 2122, 
when the future Year 6 will gaze at it, 
aghast at the thought of having to write 
on paper.

Certainly, my favourite section of 
the exhibition was the uniform display. 
It was actually rather amusing to see the 
costumes us boys would have had to 
wear back then; the old-school blazers, 
impractical PE kits and school scarves. We 
complain about having to wear ties, but 
imagine wearing straw boaters or caps. 
Mrs. Waterman dressed up a mannequin 
in full school uniform, hat and blazer, to 
help bring those old photos of boys sat in 
the classrooms to life. 

Today all we have left is this handful 
of ornate objects to provide us with a 
small window through which we could 
see, touch and live the history of our 
school – a history that is so rich too. 
Though we are lucky enough to embrace 
and treasure this history in that humble 
closet at the back of our library.

Akhil Sonecha L6th
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Dear Levi,
How did you feel when they ripped you from your homes?
Did you think of your family as they took your clothes?
Did you accept your departure as they shaved your head?
What was it like to only have bread and knowing that 
you’ll soon be dead?

What helped you not to cry?
Was it the other Jews that worked nearby?
Was it the cattle that roamed in the hills?
Or was it that you were all being killed?

What was it like when they raided your homes?
Soon to be nothing but ash and bones.
Was the camp quite a fright?
Waiting for that fateful night

Were you huddled together sobbing and weeping?
Hoping that it wasn’t your very last evening.
Did you want to hold and cling onto life?
Or just end the suffering and leave the light.

Inspired by Michael Rosen
Jack Barun 7F

Michael Bibring  
Visit

O
n 30th January 2020, our school was very fortunate 
to have the son of a Holocaust survivor come into 
the school. Michael Bibring, who is the son of Harry 
Bibring, visited our school and gave a talk to us 

about Harry’s experiences of the Holocaust. Unfortunately, 
Harry passed away last year on the 31st January, and Michael 
still decided to carry on Harry’s legacy which is a wonderful 
thing to do. 

Michael shared with us some of the inspirational moments 
and actions that Harry had gone through during Hitler’s 
gruesome and truly evil reign as Germany’s Chancellor. There 
was one thing that stood out to us that Harry had experienced. 
One day, Harry got thrown out of his flat and was suddenly 
taken to another Jew’s flat where there were about 40-50 other 
Jews, many women and children, packed in with only food that 
the previous owners had left. A truly shocking revelation hit 
us when Michael told us that if he or anybody was to go back 
to their old flat, or even leave their current accommodation, 
they would get shot dead on the spot. In spite of the officer’s 
orders, some people disobeyed them and understandably, 
some people snuck out to buy some food. Luckily, nobody got 
caught, however, everybody was still starving, cold, thirsty and 
sleep-deprived. 

During the talk, Michael had brought some memorabilia 
along with him, such as The British Empire Medal that Harry 
had won as a result of educating young people about the 
Holocaust and his experiences of it, and many of the important 
documents that were related to Harry. Even in the absence of 
Harry, we hadn’t felt like we were missing out on anything, and 
the extreme touch to detail Michael had placed on every word, 
made it feel like he was there with us through the whole 2 
hours. Michael had made sure that we could still hear the story 
from the man himself, and video clips of Harry talking were 
played throughout the presentation. By the end of the talk, we 
felt like we knew this man so well, and the obvious bittersweet 
nature of the talk was apparent. 

It was especially poignant to know that the day after our 
talk was the anniversary of Harry’s death, however, we knew 
that Harry had lived his life to the fullest, especially considering 
how he spent his last week in this world. Harry lived his life 
by many different rules, but one that stuck out to us was that 
‘There is only one race - the human race.’ 

Genocides continue to happen, but if we all live our lives 
like Harry did, spreading the message to younger individuals 
about how bad these things can be, then the world can be a 
much better place. After all, in the words of Mrs Charlton, Harry 
was and, even after he left us, is still ‘Showing how a minority 
can survive a dictator.’ 

Roshan Parmar 9C,  
Rohan Thakker 9B and  

Shrey Chandarana 9B

Route 1-2-1
Last year, I partook in the Route 1-2-1 scheme, tutoring 
my mentee in Year 8 in English. Though I was no longer 
studying English, the scheme gave me the opportunity 
to share my interest in the subject and provide my 
mentee with a new perspective on the work he had 
studied. We focused to a greater extent on English 
language, not only grammar, structural techniques and 
language techniques, but also skills in developing a 
story, character descriptions and understanding the 
richness of example texts. Through activities such as 
this, I tried to make English a more enjoyable subject, 
by allowing my mentee to introduce his own creativity 
to our activities. 

These sessions also became enjoyable for me, as I 
discovered a keenness for teaching, as any student who 
has reached sixth form would, there’s a part of you that 
wants to teach the lessons that you learnt a few years 
before, and you feel that you will be able to communicate 
your lessons in an interesting and engaging way- as it is 
likely you can! The Route 1-2-1 scheme benefited me 
by allowing me to improve my communication skills, 
and help me with my ability to break down concepts 
in an understandable way. For my mentee, I feel that 
he benefited from having an older student helping him 
with his studies each week. Over the course of a year 
(though for me this was only half a year, but still to the 
same effect) the mentor and mentee build up a rapport 
that helps with the tuition, an advantage of this scheme 
over the classroom. 

Daniel Baars L6P



Animal Kingdom Visit
It was the fifth period on another tiring 
Friday afternoon, when we were all bliss 
that tomorrow we could lie in our beds 
until nine or ten. But this was not a usual 
Friday afternoon, no. We didn’t go to the 
fifth period but actually led directions 
towards the STEM Centre. As today we 
had visitors…

 Not normal visitors but some 
visitors with scaly backs and some with 
colourful feathers. Yes, that’s right. We 

had a visit from wildlife. As we entered the 
hall we couldn’t wait to see what animals 
we had in store. We had a wide variety 
of animals to see - from exotic and bold 
birds, to scaly and remarkable reptiles, 
harmless insects, mesmerising mammals 
and ancient amphibians, all with their fair 
share of feathers, scales, claws, fur and 
beaks. While looking at the animals, we 
also learnt a portion about them, how they 
have adapted in their environments over 
millions and millions of years. 

But I think the best part was when 
some of us were allowed to hold the 
animals. Unfortunately, I didn’t get picked 
but we had our laughs watching fellow 
pupils get hit by the hawk in the face, 
watching the bat cling on to their blazers 
and watching the owl swoop and wander 
around, ducking so it didn’t encounter and 
knock us as we watched overawed. Luckily, 
we all did get to experience the feeling 
of a colossal-in my opinion- snake at the 
end, I was hesitating to touch it but in the 
end, was courageous enough to trace my 
fingers along those detailed scales and it 
was worth touching its slimy back. 

In general this was a climactic end 
to a Friday afternoon and a great one too. 
I thoroughly enjoyed learning about how 
the animals have adapted and to see their 
wonderful talents, it was a real treat for 
us Year 7s. 

Ahmed Khan 7F

Politics Society
I

t has been another bumper term for Politics within 
the school. Guest speakers at Politics Society have 
included Lord Finkelstein and Oliver Dowden MP. The 
new group of L6 students running Politics Society put 

on a range of exciting and interactive lunchtime sessions 
for the large number of boys from across the school who 
came to the society in what was an exciting period in 
British politics. In room 206 at lunchtime on Thursdays 
they debated, dissected and poked fun at the week’s news. 
The undoubted highlight of the term was a pre-election 
hustings event, featuring the three main Parliamentary 
candidates for the Watford constituency: Chris Ostrowski 
(Lab), Dean Russell (Con) and Ian Stotesbury (Lib Dem). 
This event was firmly compered by Mr Ponte, who made 
sure the candidates stuck to time and answered the 
questions posed of them. The event was very popular 
and numbers were boosted even further with fellow 
students from Watford Girls and Westfield Academy. All 
three candidates performed very well under challenging 
questioning from the audience... and coped similarly well 
with the post-event deluge of student selfie requests. 

Elsewhere, Miss Riaz organised a school-wide 
election to coincide with what now appears to be our 
last General Election for a while. At 3 separate school 
assemblies, selling the policies of their respective parties 
(which they don’t necessarily personally support) to the 
Watford Boys electorate, the following students did an 
excellent job: James Bourke U6B & Akhil Sonecha L6F(Con); 
Shyam Chandarana L6P(Lib Dem); Sevak Juss L6N (Brexit); 
Ali Shah L6G (Lab); and Trey Tallon U6C (Green). 

All students were polled during form time on the day 
of the General Election, with Labour emerging victorious 
with 30% of the vote, ahead of the Lib Democrats on 24%, 
Conservatives on 22%, Greens on 19% and Brexit Party 
on 5%. A special mention also to Peter Shaw in the Lower 
Sixth, who predicted the outcome of the General Election 
with an accuracy surpassing all pre-election opinion polls 
and, indeed, most of the election day Exit polls.

T H E  F U L L E R I A N  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  1 1



E
very year, six budding Year 12 students take part in 
the EDT Engineering Education Scheme. Pitted against 
other teams from around the country, they are given 
a real engineering brief and the opportunity to build 

something outside the scope of normal school STEM projects. 
This year our group chose to build a prototype Pluto rover thanks 
to our mentor’s (Leonardo) links to the astronautical industry. The 
scheme, better known at school as ‘Young Engineers’ consists of 
a team working on an engineering project that is chosen from a 
range of briefs presented to the team. The scheme aims to give 
a group of students a greater understanding of engineering, 
including an understanding of the nature of the industry, the 
types of roles that an engineer can take, and an opportunity to 
undertake a real-world engineering problem. This year’s 6-man 
“dream-team” was composed of Dominic Dale, Pallav Hingu, 
Daniel Baars, Tim Hire, Ben Post and James Turvey. 

Our two mentors, Dan and Anthony were both employees 
of Leonardo, a multinational aerospace, defence and security 
company that has partnered with Watford Boys for the Education 
in Engineering Science programme for many years. Leonardo 
provided us with a range of briefs related to many of Leonardo’s 
own innovations and contributions to a series of defence and 
international projects. The project that most caught the team’s 
eye, and chosen as our project after discussion of a variety of 
other options, was the creation of a prototype of a rover capable 
of searching Pluto for metals. This was an opportunity for our 

whole group to explore and carry out a part of a project in an 
area of engineering or computer sciences that interests us, be it 
designing electronic systems, coding, or structural engineering. 

 Our journey began with an introduction to the engineering 
process and other primary project management. Research was 
a key focus, and analysis of past rover designs allowed us to 
design a rover that would be capable of traversing the solid 
nitrogen surface of Pluto while also being nimble enough to 
avoid large obstacles. We had to be careful to separate research 
that was related to our prototype and that for a later-stage rover, 
as initially we wanted to power the rover using a nuclear power 
source! Unfortunately, this did not pass the school’s safety 
policy and we reverted back to batteries.

Once we had our background knowledge in place (over 
20 pages - thanks Tim!), we could move on to the exciting part 
- the design. CAD was used throughout the process allowing 
us to make revisions and render beautiful scenes of our rover 
taking its first steps on Pluto (for the stakeholders, of course). 
Key design features were built around our research and the 
successes of past rovers. This included an implementation 
industry-standard rocker-bogie suspension system ensuring a 
constant six points of contact. We also harnessed the power of 
finite element analysis, using software to stress test weak parts 
of our design and to modify accordingly.

Given that Pluto is distant from Earth, we figured it 
would be wise to ensure the rover had some autonomy. The 3D 
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Young Engineers



vision technology used on Curiosity is not (entirely) dissimilar 
from that found in motion-sensing cameras, and after some 
brief modifications, we were able to extract an accurate depth 
image from an Xbox Kinect. A patterned IR image is projected 
in front of the Kinect; the reflection is then recorded and some 
complicated mathematics and circuitry translates this into 
usable data. With help from our in house programmer Pallav, 
a navigation system that could traverse terrain and evade 
obstacles was up and running in a flash.

One highlight of the process was a 2-day visit to the 
workshops of Loughborough University. We were greeted by 
an entire room full of 3D printers, serried lathes and milling 
machines, and a £90,000 waterjet machine. With the assistance 
of the helpful lab technicians, we made full use of the equipment, 
cutting our aluminium sheets precisely to the dimensions of our 
computer model. Assembly then followed with the chassis 
quickly riveted together by a rather terrifying pneumatic gun.

Not only was the university well equipped in traditional 
mechanical workshops, but hidden deep within the sprawling 
brutalist blocks were electronics laboratories filled with 
oscilloscopes, function generators and soldering fumes. With 
one of our requirements being the ability to detect metals on 
the surface of Pluto, half of the team ventured to this location 
to work on a prototype. Eventually, our homemade ‘pulse 
induction’ detector was ready - created from a microcontroller 
and large coil. The change in inductance of the coil upon the 
presence of metal was the trigger: a shrill scream emanated 
from the buzzer as cast iron was detected. We, in turn, screamed 
with joy in the buzzing atmosphere.

As part of the EES process, the team were able to visit 
and look around Leonardo’s Luton facility. While unable to poke 
around the more clandestine areas of the facility, as much of 
their work is Top Secret and Classified, we were able to visit an 
anechoic chamber in the bowels of the building. Designed to 
absorb almost all Electromagnetic radiation, anechoic chambers 
are lined with foamy protuberances, great black spikes that 
nose the stiff, filtered air. They also have the effect of absorbing 
all incident sound waves creating the unnerving effect of 
eliminating all echoes. These labs are encased in a Faraday 
cage, so that the planes passing over, landing at Luton, with one 
end of the airport’s runway only around two kilometres away do 
not affect the contents.

It was great to meet so many Leonardo employees from 
all sectors of the company, and we all gained an insight into the 
world of defence engineering.

The final part of the project, and arguably the most 
enjoyable, was the final assembly of all electronics and 
installation into the chassis. During the design phase, Dominic 
had engineered an incredible custom PCB; wiring the motor 
drivers, microcontroller, power supplies and Raspberry Pi 
together on a single 1.57mm glass fibre sheet. Following 
manufacture all components were manually placed and 
soldered to the board, a painstaking task due to the surface-
mounted design. We breathed a collective sigh of relief when 
we connected the power and no smoke was to be seen. As a 
final touch, both the PCB and the Raspberry Pi which runs the 
Xbox Kinect were mounted on a plinth in the back of the Rover, 
complete with a laser engraving of the CAD rover design. 

Arguably, testing is the most important part of any 
project. To declare you have created a work of genius is easy. 
To prove this by testing is veritably more difficult. Throughout 
the project, we attempted to conduct small-scale unit tests to 
make sure we were always on the right track. These included 
important milestones such as making sure the final metal 
detector worked and driving the rover for the first time. It was 
great to see the rover a’roving in its final form after so many 
months of researching, procrastinating, designing, building and 
programming. 

Unfortunately, our EES experience was cut short due to 
the global pandemic. While we did not get the chance to present 
our project to a panel of experts, we did get the opportunity 
to refine the report into what we think is testament to our 
boffinhood! It was also exciting to learn how to use LaTeX which 
was vital in creating a professional-looking well formatted 
report. 

While missions to explore Pluto are quite a way off, 
this project gave the whole team a chance to research a wide 
range of technologies and create a project that we think is both 
interesting and exciting. We want to give the utmost thanks to 
our mentors, Anthony and Dan, along with Mr Chase who made 
this project possible. And most of all, to Pluto itself, which 
throughout the project watched over us from the fringes of the 
Solar System.

Tim Hire L6G,  

Dominic Dale L6C and  

Daniel Baars L6P
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Core Maths
In the Sixth Form, WBGS already offers 
several excellent options that students 
can take alongside three A Levels: a fourth 
A Level, an EPQ or a MOOC. This year a 
further option was added: Core Maths. 

This course is equivalent to an AS 
Level and anyone admitted to the Sixth 
Form can take it. It is an alternative to A 
Level Maths, but should not be considered 
an “easier” option: it is designed to develop 
different skills. The focus of the course is 
on applying Maths to the contexts students 
are likely to encounter in everyday life, 
their other A Level courses, university and 
employment. The course has particular 

emphases on personal finance, analysing 
data and using spreadsheets.

During lockdown there have plenty of 
opportunities to develop Core Maths skills 
in context. We have looked at mathematical 
models for managing disease (and bringing 
down the R number), the Maths of disease 
testing (e.g. dealing with false negatives), 
models for ending the Premier League 
season, tracking pollution levels, key 
workers’ pay, an analysis of the UK’s sunny 
spring using the normal distribution and the 
various mathematical crimes committed by 
the media during the pandemic! 

PM
Maths appeared everywhere in lockdown, 

including in A&E departments.

But what do the students in the first Core Maths cohort think? Here are some short testimonials:

When it came to choosing my A-levels I 
was conflicted between whether to study 
maths or not, but the new choice of Core 
Maths met my demands perfectly in the 
middle. It allowed me to carry on learning 
a good standard of maths whilst avoiding 
the time consuming and high academic 
demands of a traditional Maths A-level. 
The course met all my expectations and 
more; the topics studied all have important 
and useful real world applications and can 
be applied to countless topics which are 
of interest to you, resulting in an engaging 
and enjoyable style of teaching without 
a dull lesson. The reduced workload of 
this course allows sufficient time to put 
towards your other A-levels whilst teaching 
a level of maths which is beneficial and 
applicable to a variety of other subjects 
that you are likely to be taking, which 
provides a surprising advantage when 
learning new topics in your other subjects. 
The real life applications of this topic have 
been prevalent in this current COVID19 
period, as we have been studying topics 
such as critical analysis which has allowed 
us to use and analyse current and relevant 
data to come to conclusions. 

I would recommend this course 
to anyone as it has something that will 
interest everybody, however I would 
specifically encourage people who 
may not particularly want to study the 
traditional A-level Maths course but are 
still interested in maintaining a level of 
maths that is beneficial and interesting.

Connor McShannon L6R

I chose the Core Maths course as after 
GCSEs I wanted to continue with my 
maths, as it was a subject I enjoyed and 
was good at. However, I did not want to do 
the full A-Level Maths course as I preferred 
other subjects instead. Therefore Core 
Maths was the perfect choice for me in 
that I could continue to study maths in a 
real-life and helpful way without having 
to use a whole A-Level choice. The course 
has been as I expected in that it focuses 
on very relevant and useful topics such 
as personal finance which is definitely 
very useful to know. The lessons are in 
a very chilled and relaxed environment 
which makes them a lot more enjoyable 
compared to other A-Levels that I do as it 
allows the class to study the whole course 
in detail together, without feeling pressure 
to move on too quickly. I believe that the 
Core Maths course will benefit me as it 
has taught me a lot about personal finance 
and mortgages etc. that you are not taught 
at school normally which I think is vital 
information that you need in the future. 
During the lockdown period, Core Maths 
has been the easiest to keep up with and 
learn due to the very good structure that 
was adopted from week 1 with an online 
task on a Tuesday and an online lesson on 
a Thursday. 

I’d recommend Core Maths for 
anyone that has any interest in Maths 
but does not want to do the Mathematics 
A-Level. 

Ethan Lane L6R

I chose Core Maths over an EPQ or fourth 
A-level course because it was a chance to 
carry on maths studies at a level that would 
assist me in becoming a designer, having more 
relevance than a Maths A-level could. Also it 
shows I have a remained interested in maths, 
something that that would always be valued.

It has met my expectations regarding 
the style of Maths (being used in common 
situations e.g. use of VAT). However the lessons 
have been more collaborative then I expected, 
making it easier to learn aspects of the course.

I’d recommend it for someone who 
does not want a maths-based career 
necessarily but wants to keep learning about 
it, as this will most likely be relevant for your 
preferred occupation

Arjun Gill L6G

I decided to choose Core Maths because it 
seemed to be more focused on everyday 
maths skills and learning the maths we 
would definitely need later on in life. I am 
very happy that I chose it because I have 
learnt a lot about mortgages, interest rates 
and taxes which will help me in the future, 
and the lesson style is fun as it’s more 
discussion based and very different to 
the normal lessons. I particularly enjoyed 
doing the topic on housing and mortgages 
as it has always been something I’m 
unsure about, but knowing all the types of 
mortgages and how they’re calculated will 
benefit me a lot. I would recommend Core 
Maths to anyone who is maybe unsure 
about doing A level maths, as it is a step 
down but still very challenging. 

More details about Core Maths can 
be found in the Sixth Form Prospectus

Joe Sewell L6R



Charity Collections
Since November 2019 I, Santosh Shah and my team of 
other year 11 students, have been collecting unwanted and 
unopened items from local pharmacies such as catheters, 
dressings and stoma appliances. There is a lack of these items 
in developing countries in Asia and Africa. I worked with a 
charitable organisation called Shishukunj who support and 
fund a hospital in Bhuj, India. Unfortunately I only managed 
to send across one batch of collected items to the Bhuj 
hospital, because of the Coronavirus Pandemic. However I 
hope to continue sending more of the collected items once this 
pandemic ends, in order to provide these basic items to people 
who currently don’t have access to them. Therefore instead of 
disposing them in the UK, it is beneficial for places such as in 
India, where at least the patients can benefit from these basic 
items. Hence I would like to thank everyone involved who 
helped me in this charitable work. 

Santosh Shah 11P
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UKMT Maths Challenge

Maths in Motion Club
Over the past year we have run Maths in Motion Club regularly 
during Tuesday lunchtimes, along with support from Mr Kendal and 
Mr Chase. Maths and Motion Club is a Formula 1 Racing simulation, 
where the participants create their individual cars to race one 
another. All of our club members have learnt about different tyres, 
weather patterns, different bends or straights, safe speeds, petrol 
calculations and most importantly risk taking. Through these skills, 
they have developed as more competitive members. We are sure 
they all have enjoyed the rollercoaster ride we have been on with 
the club which started in October up until March when the Corona 
virus pandemic halted further progress. 

Throughout this shorter club year, we have completed 
numerous races on different racetracks scattered all over the 
world. These range from the Suzuka circuit in Japan to Silverstone 
in England. Mostly we followed the racetracks according to the 
Formula 1 calendar, but have also challenged the members of our 
club to some trickier races. The latest races we completed were all 
preparing for entry into the world challenge knockouts, which we 
never got round to completing because of the pandemic breakout. 
However we are proud of all our members for their dedication and 
commitment towards the club and we hope to see them continuing 
the following year, at the other end of this pandemic.  

Kirijan Vignarajan 11N Santosh Shah 11P 

I have been participating in Maths in Motion ever since I joined the 
school and I’ve enjoyed it thoroughly. Whether it’s the moments 
of despair such as when my car was cruising towards victory in 
Singapore only to run out of fuel on the final lap, or moments of joy 
when my car and strategy beat the year 11s by less than half a second 
to qualify it for the world challenge. I really enjoy the club because 

you really get a feel and taste for victory when you make that one 
small change in the strategy such as pitting a single lap earlier, or 
managing to improve one of your key features so you can trump 
everyone on that part of the circuit. 

What also helps me really enjoy the club is my love for 
motorsport, particularly Formula One. I really enjoy the ability to 
design my own cars, the same things that people like Adrian Newey 
of Red Bull or James Allison of Mercedes do on a day-to-day basis, 
even though it is a much simpler version of the high-tech, complex 
machinery they are involved with. When school was closed, I 
was third in the championship, only 19 points behind second and 
26 points off the lead. I’m certain that if the championship had 
continued, I would have won. (I was hot on their heels) I can’t wait 
until the next school year starts so that another season of Maths in 
Motion can begin. 

Sasha Macmillen 



Young Enterprise
Young Enterprise is an international programme offering a 
chance to start and run a real company while gaining invaluable 
opportunities to improve core ‘soft skills’. Everything from 
fundraising through to selling the product is managed by the 
students, who progress through the competition competing 
against similar student companies.

This year our team designed and sold the Viprus Link. The 
Viprus Link utilises NFC (near field communication) technology to 
allow seamless Wi-Fi connection with a ‘tap or a snap’. The product 
was developed and manufactured by us in school and marketed 
through our website viprus.co.uk along with other events.

Our company is made up of a team of 13 members, 
including a board of directors, where each board member heads 
a department of the business. We are extremely fortunate to 
have had a positive working relationship with our business 
mentor. Initially, we came up with the idea ourselves and our 
centre lead arranged a day where potential teams could pitch 
their idea to the business mentors. Ian (our mentor) who works 
for a leading broadband provider, loved our idea and chose to 
work with us, and has given great guidance since. 

The board met once a week with Ian in order to discuss 
and receive advice on the future direction of the company, 
discuss operations of different departments and make sure 
we were operating sustainably as an enterprise. Moreover, the 
separate sub-teams met regularly to ensure we were achieving 
the individual departmental goals, especially prior to trade fairs 
and other selling events for which we needed to be organised.

During Young Enterprise, we promoted our product 
through 2 main streams - through events and social media. At 
events such as trade fairs organised by Young Enterprise, as 
well as parents’ evenings and school concerts, we handed out 
leaflets and business cards which contained links to our digital 
platforms. Our main social media platform was Instagram, 
where we engaged with over 700 followers. This generated up to 
1500 views per week, many of which translated into visits to our 
website. Our tailored website has been successful in generating 
awareness for Viprus, having had over 3100 visitors in the past 
month alone! Throughout the Young Enterprise journey, we 
all learnt valuable practical knowledge about marketing, both 
physical and digital.

Soon after the first few weeks attending trade stalls and 
other events, we started to gain a large understanding of how 
people react to our product and the best way to sell the Viprus 
Link. This led to higher sales, and at most recent events, we sold 
out and had to take pre-orders. Soon after our sales increased, 
we faced a large obstacle: the lockdown due to Covid-19. Most 
of our business was carried out face to face with customers, and 
so we were unable to maintain the recently attained high sales 
figures. But, we decided to push digital sales and were able to 
get customers through our website during the lockdown. From 
this obstacle, we have learnt the importance of resilience. 

Overall we found the Enterprise program to be a challenging 
but fruitful experience. Everyone in the team unanimously agreed 
that we’d learnt invaluable skills as we raised our company from 
its infancy to a somewhat short lived period of success. These 
successes include winning several awards such as Best Company 
which we received multiple times from different panels and 
consistently selling a significant number of units at trade fairs. 
Yet our biggest achievement was being able to bring our chic 
practical pack to households across the country - the satisfaction 
of delivering utility made all our toils worthwhile.

Pallav Hingu L6R
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STEM Activities: 

Before, during and after lockdown
Students at WBGS have the opportunity 
to participate in a wide range of STEM 
activities. Some are organised events 
with a very competitive selection process, 
such as Young Engineers and Go4SET, 
others are focused on specific groups, 
such as First Lego League and Rampaging 
Chariots, whilst still more are open to 
everyone who wishes to compete, such 
as Maths in Motion. 

Lockdown curtailed many of our 
organised groups. The Young Enterprise 
“Company of the Year” competition 
continued with teams having to hurriedly 
film their corporate presentation for remote 
judging. Both this year’s teams reacted 
with ingenuity and positivity to the sudden 
changes and received deserved praise, 
reaching the regional final. Similarly, the 
Young Engineers, whose teamwork and 
outstanding engineering would surely have 
received plaudits had the competition been 
able to take place, were suddenly faced 
with online submissions and putting into 
writing what might have been easier to 
portray in a face to face presentation and 
Q&A. To make matters more difficult, many 
of the trusts that run these competitions 
are heavily reliant on contributions from 
industry, workshops and competition entry 
fees – without which many of their staff had 
to be furloughed and enquiries handled 
through a centralised service. 

For some, such as the Year 9 
“Go4SET” and Year 10 Rampaging Chariots, 
the competition was over before it could 
even begin and Year 8 students who 
had performed so well in the First Lego 
League missed-out on mentoring Year 7s 
in what would have been an inaugural 

inter-school competition. The STEM day 
during Enrichment Week and an activity 
day organised with Affinity Water all met a 
similar fate.

To fill some of these gaps STEM 
was taken online and a STEM Club virtual 
classroom was setup. 88 Students are 
currently enrolled with several teachers 
and the STEM ambassador from the new 
Head Boy’s Team. Many students have 
taken advantage of the opportunities that 
have been provided free of charge by 
organisations wanting to continue their 
outreach. These include the Shell “Bright 
Ideas” challenge; Equal engineers’ 
“COVID 19” competition and “Digital 
Explorers” facilitated by the Engineering 
Development Trust. Just as exciting has 
been the way that the Year 11 students 

leading Maths in Motion have facilitated 
additional fun races, taking the initiative 
to do so entirely by themselves. 

Clearly these opportunities require 
more initiative and motivation than would 
otherwise have been the case in school 
and not everything has gone to plan: 
online registration has frequently tested 
our “resilience” WBGS Learner Attribute! 

What does next year hold? There 
are many unknowns: when can inter-
school competitions be held again; will 
companies be able and willing to host 
school groups; will schools be able to have 
industry mentors come on site? There will 
be significant changes. However, what is 
clear is that students at WBGS will always 
be inquisitive and have an appetite for 
extra-curricular learning in STEM and 
Enterprise, and that companies and 
organisations are developing their online 
platforms to deliver these experiences 
and opportunities to schools. We are 
very grateful for the commitment of these 
groups and we are always looking for 
new ways of working with individuals, 
companies and the wider community. 
In many ways, STEM and Enterprise 
activities at WBGS are a microcosm of 
the challenges and opportunities being 
faced by industry. As the school motto 
reads: Sperate Parati! (Go forward with 
preparation).

RC
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Nathan Phua - Photographer
For several years, I’ve been practising photography and enjoy 
shooting many genres. I started mainly with architecture in 
London for my art GCSE, then shot landscapes and streets as well 
whenever I went abroad, especially on the valuable opportunities 
of school trips (such as in Italy and the Rhineland). My most 
recent photography venture has been in wildlife. Although I 
had past experience with macro photography (extreme close-
ups) of flora and insects, photographing birds in Singapore 
in summer 2019 inspired me to base my EPQ (extended 

project qualification, worth over half an A-Level) on wildlife 
photography. Since then, I’ve participated in a Richmond Park 
deer photography workshop and gone out to photograph birds 
in the various wildlife parks, building up a reasonable portfolio 
along the way. I enjoy photography because it is a form of 
creative expression and it is an accessible skill that can be easily 
learnt. You can visit my website nathanphua.com (which I built 
from scratch as part of my EPQ) for more details and photos and 
follow my photography on Instagram @nathanphua.

IET Engineering & Technology Photographer of the Year 2019
Awards:
Overall youth winner (2nd year in a row)
Structure category: winner + highly commended (2nd year in a row) 
Transport category winner
Photos:
Speed Demon in Hot Pursuit
Hyperspace Tunnel
Trigonometric Tunnel

Canary Wharf Photography Competition 2019
Awards:
Overall 12-17 age group winner (2nd year in a row)  
3 shortlisted photos
Photos:
Abstraction at Citigroup Centre (winning photo)
Emerald Repeat (shortlisted photo)
Fractal Red (shortlisted photo) 

Nathan Phua L6N

Cassio House Charity Litter Pick
At Watford Boys, houses form a crucial part in the school’s 
contribution to supporting charities. We wanted to carry out a 
fundraiser that would encourage all Cassio year groups to take 
part in combating a topical issue. 

Working with 8C and Mr Chase, we decided to run a house-
wide charity litter pick in Cassiobury Park given the special link 
to our house. The event provided an incredible opportunity to 
support Watford’s open spaces and combat the ever-increasing 
issue of litter. Equipped with litter pickers, maps and gloves, we 
set off for Cassiobury Park after school on the 12th of February. 

The money raised by the house will be supporting the 
school charities, Campaign Against Living Misery and Prostate 
Cancer UK. We were pleased to see so many students getting 
involved in maintaining the local park. Thanks to the support 
of form tutors and students, the litter pick was a success. We 
hope that house captains will continue to run charity events that 
support the community in future years.

Praveen Kathirvasan L6C & Dominic Dale L6C 
Cassio House Captains 
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Freddy was educated at Watford Grammar 
School for Boys before enlisting in the 
Royal Marines Band Service aged 17. He 
spent the next six years in a variety of 
RM Bands supporting events around the 
world, performing music as far north as 
Arkhangelsk, Russia and as far south as 
Port Stanley, Falkland Islands.

In 2017 Freddy was selected to 
attend Britannia Royal Naval College 
and after training onboard HMS ALBION 
he was commissioned into the logistics 
branch, graduating in the top division. 
In March 2018 he joined HMS DUNCAN 
as the assistant logistics officer during 
a challenging NATO tour of the eastern 
Mediterranean and Black Sea, including 
successful strikes against Syrian chemical 
weapons factories. 

It’s a privilege to be back here eight 
years after I left, and though I think myself 
a young man I appreciate that eight years 
is a generational gap in terms of secondary 
schools. These gaps in experience are often 
the hardest to overcome, especially as it will 
be more you than me who shapes the future.

Remembrance is often taught in the 
context of the world wars but to take a step 
further we can see how the culture of 1914 
was grounded in these events, forgotten by 
the general public. The Crimean War and the 
Boer Wars were the first examples of true 
warzone journalism and poetry, with Hardy’s 
Drummer Hodge and Tennyson’s Charge of 
the Light Brigade bringing home the realities 
of conflict, credit as well as failings. ‘Theirs 
not to make reply, theirs not to reason why, 
theirs but to do and die’. These were the 
first conflicts in which monuments for the 
common soldier were made, starting a slow 
shift away from the cult of the leader to the 
democratisation of honour.

This era would shape world leaders 
such as Ghandi, who is seen in the centre 
with his arms crossed having founded 
the Natal-Indian ambulance corps in the 
second Boer War. He would later be given 
the title ‘Muhatma’ by the South African 
people for his efforts. He and those who 
served with him would still be alive to see 
what came next.

The Great War changed everything. 
A mobilised population that held a single 
vision for the future and would suffer for 
that vision. Sons went overseas and many 
would not return, knowing no resting 

place beyond some foreign field or the 
dark seabed. We are all familiar with the 
sight of huge war graves around Europe 
and the world. ‘Those long uneven lines 
standing as patiently as if they were 
stretched outside the Oval or Villa Park’.

Those who returned from the Great 
War would see the horrors of another 
conflict, this time inflicting casualties on 
a civilian population in a way not seen in 
Britain before. Yet again huge numbers 
signed up, ‘The men, leaving the gardens 
tidy, the thousands of marriages lasting 
a little longer. Never such innocence 
again.’ Over these decades we saw local 
monuments raised, services held and 
nations grappled with how best to come 
to terms with what had happened. How 
are such events to be commemorated? 
This question has brought us here.

The context of the World Wars defined 
our great-grandparents, no matter where 
you came from. From the east, where the 
Muslim League endorsed and spearheaded 
the expansion of the Imperial Indian army 
to fight in Burma and China, to the African 
forces fighting to secure a northern Africa 
they would recognise. At home, British 
warplanes were flown by exiled Polish, 
who knew more than most that a Europe 
without an independent Polish state was 
not one worth having.

The British would often claim that 
the fight was against fascism and yet there 
was a reality of fighting for survival looming 
overhead also. Like Macaulay’s Horatius at 
the gate, the romanticism of death or glory 
would take hold, a concept that sounds 
archaic to modern, more comfortable souls. 
As Wilfred Owen had quoted ironically: 
Dulce et decorum est Pro patria mori.

The next seventy years have brought 
the most peaceful time in recorded human 
history, and yet conflict remains. Complex 
scenarios have been played out in Korea, 
Sierra Leone, The Falklands and across the 
middle east to name a few, explanations 
for these have been often oversimplified 
into that ubiquitous line ‘for the national 
interest’.

But the politicisation of these 
discussions are however not useful when 
discussing remembrance and the sacrifices 
of the dead. Consider Matthew Talbot, 
who earlier this year died in anti-poaching 
operations in Malawi. His death is not best 
immortalised in a debate of the merits of 
Environmental policy, but better focused on 
his willingness to put himself forward in the 
first place. Not to glorify, but to recognise.

At present, we see a changing veteran 
population with their own challenges and 
our links with the living past are beginning 
to strain. Prince Harry, himself having 
seen active service, has revolutionised 
the way we see disabled veterans through 
the Invictus Games, and Prince William 
has channelled his own experiences to 
modernise attitudes to mental health for 
those serving and civilian alike.

In a global world where we intermingle 
ideas and interpretations of the past and 
future, it will be you who will dictate the 
public’s relationship with those who would 
die for them. The Royal British Legion has this 
year extended the dedication of the poppy to 
all those who fall in war: aid workers, police, 
teachers, journalists and the innumerable 
innocent. This gives us much to consider, 
ask questions and engage with your history.

This school has always produced 
young men of a high calibre, and as you 
develop and become captains of industry, 
pillars of the community and pioneers of 
change, I hope you will also spend the time 
to consider what remembrance means 
to you. We are a far cry from the simple 
monuments of centuries past and you will 
shape the remembrance of the future. For 
now, I’ll close with the last lines of Tennyson’s 
poem: ‘When will their glory fade? O the wild 
charge they made! All the world wondered. 
Honour the charge they made! Honour the 
light brigade, Noble six hundred!’

Remembrance Day Speech 2019
Lieutenant Frederick Stokes Royal Navy
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The Demon Child
(extract)

Annabelle was just realising her mistake of bringing Rico onto 
the team. He was absolutely addicted to popcorn. It was as if 
he could munch down 3 full large Cineworld popcorn packets 
in a few minutes. Jackson looked at her in a surprised way, 
pointing at Rico and pretending to vomit and making swift 
glances at her, which portrayed ‘Why would you bring him 
here?’. Annabelle herself wasn’t sure why she brought Rico 
into the gang. She thought he was pretty brave and bold on his 
own, a great asset to the team, but she might have been wrong. 
Which is very rare. ‘We’ll just see how he copes against the real 
problem,’ she thought. They were all a gang/team to take on the 
school bully, Jeff, and his evil gang. All of them in the team had 
fallen prey to their vicious assaults and bullying tactics. Jackson 
had a deep scar on his left arm, when Jeff had scratched into 
his flesh with his especially sharp nails. Annabelle had a burn 
mark on her right shoulder blade where Jeff’s gang had burnt it 
with a Bunsen burner. Rico had been eating popcorn, and when 
he put it down, Jeff put beetles in it, making Rico ill for a few 
weeks. Leo, Piper, Hank and Harold had all been sitting together 
when Jeff and his crew turned up and hit them on the back with 
baseball bats. They had been suffering from bruises and pains 
for many days.

Annabelle was the ringleader of her gang. She was the brains 
of the operation and was extremely intelligent. Jackson was the 
deputy and the rest were the ones who helped out. Their job 
was to make sure Jeff’s gang weren’t bullying anyone, especially 
the younger Year 7s and 8s. They were especially at risk as Jeff 
liked targeting them to show them who’s boss and convert them 
at a younger age to his crew. The team’s mission was to stop 
Jeff’s crew from getting any bigger. 

Jeff had already gathered a few dozen Year 7 and 8s to add to his 
gang. They were now loyal members and swore to do whatever 
Jeff commanded them to do. 
“We must stop them from taking any younger students into his 
gang!” exclaimed Annabelle in their meeting room, which was in 
a tree house in her back garden. 
“But how?” replied Jackson. Piper was quite quiet, and thinking 
deeply about the situation. 
“Maybe we should show all of the children how evil Jeff really 
is? Then they might steer clear of them and not join them,” 
commented Piper. 

At break time, the gang all headed for the staff room.
“Ok.” Hank was the first one to think up of a distraction. After 
all, he was a master in pranks and what not. He decided to make 
water balloons and throw them in the lobby. This would attract 

all the teachers. 

Rico was very worried at the beginning. He had no idea what to 
do. There was no turning back though as he knew he couldn’t 
fail his team.
 “Haha, look what we have here.” The menacing voice of Jeff’s 
rang in Rico’s ears. “Last time, didn’t we make this runt so ill he 
was sick for weeks? That’s what you get, popcorn addict. ”He 
swiftly flicked the switch and turned around to them. 
“What do you want, Jeff?” Rico asked in a small voice. “Oh, 
nothing. All I need is your lunch money.
“And what if I say no?”
“Well, Ludo over here says your head will go CRUNCH in his 
grasp. I’m not so sure. I think it will go SQUISH.” 
“HAHA!”
“Very funny Jeff,” replied Rico.
“Oh, you find it funny if we talk about it. Why don’t we find out 
how funny it is when we actually do it? Ludo, he’s all yours.” 
Ludo smiled menacingly and started advancing towards Rico 
slowly. Out of the blue, Jackson and Annabelle jumped out and 
tackled Ludo. The rest of the team surrounded Ludo. “Ludo, get 
up and come here now!” shouted Jeff. 
“Yes boss,” replied Ludo, while standing up and shaking off 
Annabelle and Jackson. All of Jeff’s gang stormed off in a huff, 
leaving Annabelle and her team alone. Suddenly, dozens of 
teachers came running out into the playground, half of them 
heading after Jeff’s gang, half of them coming towards them. 
Annabelle was unsure whether they were going to shout at them 
and give them detention slips for a month. 
Mrs Owen-Grady, the deputy exclaimed “You have uncovered 
the people who have been causing all these predicaments and 
trouble over the years. I never thought that Jeff would be behind 
all this. He was so well behaved in class…..They will have to pay 
for their misdeeds. What do you suggest?”
“They should get lunchtime detention for a few months, miss!” 
exclaimed Leo.

“AAAAAAAAAAaaaaa....” A high pitched scream filled the air. All 
the teachers looked around, just to see a monstrous sight. Jeff 
had grown huge canines and dark wings sprouted from his back. 
(To be continued….)

Rishabh Shill 7T

The Ann Frank Competition invites pieces of writing from students that show how 
we should live with Kindness and respect.
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In The Darkness
A girl. In the darkness. Sitting in silence, not allowed to move. 
But why? Why should one girl, the same as all of us here today, 
be hidden away, in the darkness, in fear. At the mercy of only the 
kindest of hearts. People today can look outside and they see 
a free world, a world to explore, a world to conquer, a world to 
succeed in and live in liberty and happiness.

No one should see anything different, anything full of 
darkness, or fear, like what that little girl was seeing.

She must have been thinking, thinking of a time when she 
was allowed to roam free. Or maybe she was thinking of a life 
she wishes she could be living, a person she wishes she was. A 
person who could decide their own fate, make their own story, 
something she was denied of. But everyone’s story should be 
their own, and no one should be denied their chance, to be 
happy, or to make a difference.

Just imagine: you were once a happy child, with friends 
who could play and have fun, but slowly, your world turns 
upside down, to one where you are abused and rejected by a 
society and nation, which doesn’t know you. And hunted out, 
like an animal, like you’ve done something wrong, but you’re 
really just an innocent child, full of dreams, and wonder. 

Just imagine the thought of having people trying to 
kill you, through the thin walls next to you. The thought that 
any sudden movement or sound could get you killed. The 
thought that, if not for a few, kind and selfless people, you’d be 
captured… caged… killed. 

But the truth is, we can’t begin to imagine what it feels 
like, for you, your family, friends, and millions of others you 
don’t know, that could be just like you, or nothing like you, 
to be sought out, by people trying to exterminate anyone 
and everyone who has the same beliefs as you off the face 
of the earth. 

We can’t imagine it, but there are people who do 
experience abuse, neglect and hate, from people who don’t 
know them. It is a terrible thing, and affects people more than 
you could ever know. We need to stop judging people we don’t 
know, because everyone has their own beliefs, and everyone 
is different, but underneath all of that, we are all humans, and 
humans need to be kind to each other, respect one another, and 
be friends, so that we can live in peace, and live in a hate free 
world. A world which we can look at and see a bright future, and 
a world on which we can make our own story. 

Aaditya Chohan 7P 
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Anne Frank and Discrimination
Anne Frank was a young girl who had to go into hiding on 
the day of her 13th birthday  She was an ordinary Jewish 
person who was living in Amsterdam until  the Nazis 
called her sister up. That meant she had to be taken to 
a camp. She was just a teenager like any girl of her age 
in Amsterdam. There was nothing particularly special 
about her except her poignant diary which she wrote to 
reflect back on herself. It showed the everyday struggles 
of hiding but most importantly it talked about her feelings 
and provided a deeply moving and unforgettable image of 
Anne Frank an ordinary yet extraordinary girl. 

Recent events such as the killing of George Floyd, 
Eyad Al Halaq and Trayvon Martin have all shown inequality 
and hostility towards disadvantaged and minority ethnic 
groups.

These are just some of the examples of racism and 
no matter how technologically advanced we get over the 
years people have been at disadvantage. In 1619 because 
of slavery or the Jews in 1940 because of Hitler and 

concentration camps, or whether it is victims of supremacy 
and oppression we have always been the same and we 
need to change. And we need to change now, not tomorrow 
or next year. Now is the time to make things right and shine 
a light upon the underprivileged people of the world. And 
for all the people who want to make a difference in this 
prejudiced world stand up now to make this world the best 
world.

I think that the main thing to keep in mind is that no 
matter how bad it was in the reign of Hitler for the Jews, 
the same prejudice still is alive where some think that they 
have priorities over others. I have come to the realisation 
that it must have been very hard for her as she wasn’t 
allowed to do many things and she wasn’t allowed to make 
a lot of noise for fear of being discovered. Another thing 
that must have driven her crazy was the fact she couldn’t 
go outside at all. 

Nikita Rusu 7F 



On the 14th January two teams from the Year 8 Robotics Club 
from Watford Boys travelled to the prestigious Department of 
Engineering at Cambridge University. We were there to compete 
against other teams from across the region in the 2020 First 
Lego League Tournament. This is an event to build robots and 
then pit your skills against other clubs. We had been preparing 
for several months under the watchful eyes of our teachers, Mr 
Chase and Mr Adcock, and helped by Matthew Bennett from the 
sixth form. Find out how we got on.

This global event, held annually, tries to ‘Inspire Youth 
Through Hands-on STEM Learning’. It takes place in over 100 
countries, involving 67,000 teams and nearly 500,000 students. 
And we were part of it! There is a different theme each year, this 
time it was titled ‘City Shapers’.  Our cities and towns face big 
issues, like transportation, accessibility and natural disasters. 
We had to think about how we could shape a better future for 
everyone. We knew it would take teamwork and imagination, 
but we were up for the challenge!

Mr Chase first advertised the Lego League in assembly. A 
combination of coding and lego. Two things I enjoy, so off I went 
to the Stem Block to sign up. There were lots of boys interested, 
too many to fit in the room, so little chance of getting in I thought. 
Imagine my surprise when I was one of 12 randomly selected. 
Then the preparations began; twice weekly lunchtime and after 
school clubs to practise the coding and building required for 
the tournament. We had to work through a set of tasks. Points 
would be awarded for each one we completed correctly in the 
competition. These, we found out, would go towards our final 

scores. Throughout the term we built a robot from Lego that could 
be programmed to move and lift things. Each week we added new 
features that needed to be coded so we could eventually instruct 
our robot to carry out a variety of tasks.

Then came the big day. We had an early start at 6.45am 
to be on the coach to get from school to Cambridge. We all 
chatted excitedly about the competition. After arriving at the 
Department of Engineering we were taken to a large lecture hall. 
Officials from the Lego League gave us a presentation about the 
event and its themes.

For each round we first had to test out our robot in a 
large computing lab. A camera crew from BBC News was even 
there reporting about the event. In fact, the side of my head 
was featured on the evening news that day! Every team had 
its own area and we set to work checking our robot. We had 
to run through the tasks we had practised during our club 
sessions back at school. It was essential to get our robot’s 
starting positions accurate and that we could quickly change 
the different parts of our design to successfully complete the 
challenges in the time allowed.

Teams were called separately into the competition room. 
We had to set up and run through the set challenges in front of the 
judges and against the clock. There was someone commentating 
on the event to add to the excitement. We then had to do two 
presentations to different judges: one about how we could 

improve the community and another about our robot’s design. 
The climax of the day was a closing ceremony back in 

the lecture hall. Each person received a medal and the winning 
teams were announced in each of the three categories: Robot 
Award, Project Award and Core Values Award. There was also 
going to be an overall winner that went through to the National 
Finals.  My team, the WBGS Wonders, was lucky enough to win 
one of the categories, the Core Values Trophy, which was given 
for innovation, inclusion and teamwork. We were all really excited 
and very proud to have won one of the awards. The trophy looked 
excellent, so on the coach back home we all took photos of it to 
send to our parents for them to marvel at our success.

Everyone had a great day. It would not have been possible 
without Mr Chase and Mr Adcock, who organised the teams and 
ran the club, and our mentor, Matthew Bennett. If you ever get a 
chance to take part in Lego League I would highly recommend it.

Drew Tallon 8C
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Year 10 in the Gym

A-Level P.E.
A

s I approached the final part of my Watford Boys 
journey, I needed to decide which A-level subjects 
were going to best help me get to where I wanted 
to be. With a keen interest in Sports Science, my 

preferred university option, PE seemed like a natural choice. 
After looking over the course content I discovered many overlaps 
of topics from my other potential subjects, namely Psychology 
and Biology, which proved to be very helpful later on in the year. 
The wide range of topics covered in A-level PE provide you with 
many core skills that can be applied to a range of other subjects 
that are on offer, which often allows you to be one step ahead 
when learning new topics.

The benefits of A-level PE are not just seen in the 
classroom but stretch to the outside world too, particularly on 
the sports pitch. The subject develops your understanding of 
exercise and training, which is a crucial component allowing 
you to effectively develop as a sportsman in your chosen area. 
Further topics such as prevention and treatment of injuries can 
be of personal benefit and benefit to others in certain sporting 
situations. However, you aren’t just confined to your individual 
sport; the practical lessons give you an opportunity to try sports 
you may have never attempted and could spark an interest 
in something you’ve never thought about before. As well as 
this great opportunity, the practical element allows you to let 
off steam during the school day alongside your friends, which 
makes the subject more dynamic than others and makes it 
consistently enjoyable and maintain your interest throughout 
the year, as well as increasing overall wellbeing through fitness.

The style of teaching and course content ensures an 
engaging and enjoyable approach to learning so there is never 
a dull lesson and you look forward to each and every one. The 
wide range of topics from anatomy and physiology, sports 
psychology, sports history or nutrition makes the subject very 
adaptable and benefits you no matter what your interests 
are. The flexibility of the subject is seen through the range 

of careers A-level PE can lead to, for example; sports coach, 
physiotherapist, diet and fitness instructor, journalist, sports 
psychologist etc…

If you are looking for an enjoyable, engaging and 
interesting subject that is going to provide you with valuable 
skills from physical to analytical that will be useful in any 
workplace then A-level PE is the perfect subject for you. 

Connor McShannon L6R

If you possess a passion for PE then, studying it at A-level is for 
you. I chose PE for the variety of sections the subject possesses. 
From the socio-culture, to the psychology, and the physiology to 
the practical, PE is a subject with a broad spectrum of different 
aspects which adds variety to your week which could otherwise 
be filled with essays, equations and calculations. 

After studying PE at GCSE, I found a passion for all aspects 
of the subject, and couldn’t leave it behind, so decided to 
further my studies and complete the A-Level course. The theory 
element of the course enables you to have an edge over other 
performers when it comes to the practical side, as you learn 
how to adapt your training, and calm your nerves to be at your 
best. As I am a Trampolinist, learning about different training 
methods and muscle fibres types has enabled me to perform 
higher than ever before, improving my performance constantly. 
Each lesson is different from the last, which keeps your week 
interesting as the PE staff engages our class with different 
activities, teaching methods and discussions. As well as 
continuing your studies at Watford Grammar School for Boys, 
you are joined by students from Watford Grammar School 
for Girls, which make debates and discussion about gender 
in the media more interesting. In addition, different teaching 
styles from both schools help to improve your learning and 
memorisation of different topics.

Lily Wheeler L6th 
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French Play

Les Garçons
Phenomenal. If there was one word I could use to describe the 
experience I had, this would be it. The play was entertainment 
at its finest. It seemed as though the performance was enough 
to transform the dull setting of the school theatre into another 
world, with us sitting in the very centre of it.

The first scene started off with the actor and actress 
presenting themselves. Yes, that’s right, these two people 
managed to pull off a whole play, and it wasn’t entirely obvious 
either. We were shown the interior of a house, clearly created 
from a mixture of cardboard, paint and props. But once the 
acting started, this was all forgotten, and the set came to life.

The amusing yet educational story was about a man 
and his wife who went on a night out and left their baby with 
a teenage girl. However their fun night out and the girl’s quiet 
night in did not go as planned. A boy about the same age as 
the girl looking after the baby turned up at the house. There 
seemed to be some relationship confusion as the boy wanted to 
get ‘back together’ with her but she knew that he had been with 
another girl (modern day problems at their finest!). Throughout 
the night the parents of the baby kept checking in on the girl to 
see how she was coping with the baby but when this happened 
the boy had to disappear, sometimes through a window, into 
another room or even just behind the sofa out of view. The set 
on the stage was meant to be the house where the girl was 

babysitting, it was very simple but effective; a few walls, a fake 
window and a door. That was all they needed to entertain a 
bunch of teenage boys. To make it even more impressive we 
discovered at the end that all of the characters were played by 
one man and one woman!

The play was clearly well thought out and thoroughly 
rehearsed. For just two people to create a whole complex story 
like this one, running around and putting on costumes without 
the audience realising, was incredible. The acting standard was 
sky high. If it hadn’t been for their voices, there would have 
been no way to tell the different characters were played by 
the same actor or actress. They both engaged and interacted 
with the audience much more than expected. By the end, they 
had the audience joining in on every conversation, every bit of 
action, every argument. 

I haven’t seen many plays acted out in a school theatre 
before, but of the ones I have seen, this has to be my favourite. 
And to be fully acted out in French too! The storyline, acting, 
audience interaction - it had it all. I found myself smiling and 
wanting to contribute, and this was visibly true with the rest of 
the audience too. À mon avis, je l’ai trouvé formidable.

Ozgur Dorunay 9T and Max Bilbie 9T



Canary Wharf Rowathon
After the sad passing of old boy Elias Taylor in 2018 aged just 
22, his family and friends have fundraised extensively for 
the UCLH Haematology Cancer Centre in the hope that in the 
future, nobody will have to suffer from leukaemia as Elias did. 
One such event entered by the family was the annual Canary 
Wharf Rowathon, which raises money for the charity Hope and 
Home for Children. Hope and Homes for Children strive to make 
orphanages obsolete worldwide by ensuring each and every 
child has their own loving parents.

Set in the heart of Canary Wharf, surrounded by towering 
skyscrapers erupting from the old docklands, the Rowathon 
was to be completed on indoor rowing machines thankfully 
situated inside a warm building! Each team was made up of 4 
rowers rowing 2000 metres each, with the machines linked so 
the final time of the team would be generated from the average 
of individual efforts. I was invited to join the team, named the 
Vegas After Party in memory of Elias, as a representative of 
WBGS alongside Elias’ father, brother and cousin.

Our team was raring to go as we took our place on the 
rowing machines. Luckily, or perhaps unluckily, for us, our heat 
involved the team which ended up coming second overall in the 
competition which started its row at a blistering pace. However, 
a large projector had been set up which displayed the relative 
distances between each of the team. This gave the whole team 
a visual reference and with an extra burst of speed, allowed us 
to claw back the deficit to finish with the fastest overall average 
time of 7:06.6 out of the total 22 teams. Vegas After Party was 

victorious!
I would like to thank Jonathan Taylor for inviting me 

along to be part of the team and I wish him all the best in his 
continued fundraising.

Tim Hire L6G
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Run for Shun
Year 13 Students arranged a fundraising run in memory of 
one of the students who had been in the year and donated 
£1200 to CALM the Campaign Against Living Miserably. Year 
13 students, ex students and members of staff took part. 



ENGLISHLockdown Writing Competition Winners
Graphic Short Story
1st Aaditya Chohan 7P
2nd William Nice 7F
3rd Aryan Dashti 8N
Highly Commended 
 Isaac Finkelstein 8T

Short Story
Year 8
1st Daksh Mishra 8C
2nd Joseph Evans 8P
3rd Joseph Haddo 8N
Highly Commended 
 Neel Navarange 8P
Year 7 
1st Michal Davis 7G
2nd Prasun Nandan 7B
3rd Daniyal Khan 7F
 Felix McCanna-Banks 7P
Highly Commended
 Haider Khan 7B
 Oscar Laracca 7G

Poetry
Year 8
1st  Lochan Pennant-Shah 8N
2nd  Rhys Doshi 8C
3rd Hassen Farook 8B
 Tavish Desai 8P
Year 7
1st Jai Arora   7P
2nd Charlie Foster 7G
3rd Ishaan Shah 7P

1st place, Aaditya Chohan 7P

3rd place, Aryan Dashti 8N Highly Commended, Isaac Finkelstein 8T
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English Competition On the theme of ‘Victory’

2nd place William Nice 7F

The Fight for Ice
An original graphic novel

1 2

3 4

5 6
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Extracts from winning short stories

Year 7 Short Story
1st Place

A thick mist had consumed the entire 
ship and the smell of gunpowder filled 
the already thick air, this all happened 
as hundreds of men struggled to reload 
the massive cannons that litter the many 
decks of the almighty Victory.  The men 
had been undertaking such an action for 
hours on end; firing the dangerous and 
destructive guns at the enemy, or more an 
enemy of the king, generals and officers 
who gave orders to aim at the other ships 
that came into sight that did not have the 
flag of king George to us common soldiers 
who down in side did not want or even 
wish to kill other fellow humans but are 
forced to by those higher than us.  The 
officers aboard the ship were telling us to 
aim at different parts of the French ship 
but did not even seem to think about the 

men on the other side of that great timber 
barrier who would be killed thanks to 
their war.

This is a war of generals and officers 
and we common soldiers are forced to 
fight it for them and to even die for the 
cause.

  As the Victory neared the French and 
Spanish ships which were in a common 
naval formation we were in no position to 
be able to fire so I decided to eat what I 
had left of my minimal rations which had 
been given to me by the commanding 
officer of my row of cannons, they were all 
a man needed to fight on the field of battle 
which was what the admiral who enjoyed 
lavish and expensive meals aboard the 
ship in his expensively decorated officers 
quarters said.  The Duke of Wellington 

was indeed correct in stating that the only 
thing that our morale is merely kept up 
by is our rations of rum, this is because 
that is the only thing to be thankful for 
when you are on what is simplified as a 
large wooden raft packed tight with many 
guns and resting on an ever moving and 
shifting blue blanket beneath our feet.  
This reasoning would of course not be 
understood by an aristocrat and he would 
most likely counter argument against my 
point by saying that we should be grateful 
that we are actually employed, soldiers 
being mostly made up of poor men who 
do not have any other choice but to join 
the army or navy to make some sort of 
money to live on once off duty.

Michal Davis 7G

2nd place
Brainwashed

There is an island in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, miles away from any other 
landmass. There, the waves are strong and 
the air is thick. The Hexaton. Until now, I had 
no idea such a place even existed, and I still 
don’t know what they do there. All I do know 
is that the ship I am on is taking me there.

I am standing in a crowded space 
on what the others said was a cargo ship. 
Once I was aboard, however, I was quickly 
knocked out and taken inside one of the 
larger containers. On its wall, an explanation. 

‘You have been chosen to take part 
in this experiment. You are being taken to 
the Hexaton, an island base. Do not make 
any attempt to leave this container, or the 
consequences will be fatal.’

Well, any action with a ‘fatal 
consequence’ is out of the question. 
I suppose I’ll stay here then. But, an 
experiment? Surely, even if I comply, death 
is what will meet me by the end of all this. 
I would absolutely consider death by a 
bullet to be quicker, and generally better, 

than a slow painful demise by some toxic 
mutation. But, I’m banking on the chance 
that I won’t die. It’s a small chance to be 
sure, but since when has anyone ever 
been rational in situations like this?

I suppose there isn’t much point in 
staying awake, the ship probably has a long 
way to go, and I should probably conserve 
my energy. I’m going to go to sleep in the 
safest spot I can find, and hopefully, once 
I’m awake, we’ll have arrived.

Prasun Nandan 7B

3rd Place
Apollo 11 Moon Landing

“That’s one small step for [a] man, one 
giant leap for mankind.”

It was the famous words of Neil 
Armstrong, the first man to ever step on 
our Moon. He was closely followed by 
Buzz Aldrin, and their landing inspired 
many more successful moon missions. It 
was a victory for all humankind, just as 
Armstrong said, and everyone globally 
knew it was a massive accomplishment 
and ultimately a win.

But it wasn’t simple. There were 
many, many aspects to the moon landing 

of Apollo 11, and it wasn’t a victory for 
just the astronauts alone. There were 
thousands of people involved. There were 
NASA workers, the friends and family 
of astronauts, everyone in America 
and worldwide. So, let’s explore what 
the different smaller victories were for 
everyone else, from the families to the 
engineers.

Let’s look at everybody’s story.
It all started when the President of 

America at the time, John F Kennedy, said 
from America to the world, “We choose to 

go to the moon. Not because it is easy, but 
because it is hard”. It was a much longer 
speech than that (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=g25G1M4EXrQ), but those 
were the key parts. They committed their 
country to going to the moon before 1970. 
It was a challenge. “Not because it is easy 
but because it is hard.” That was what 
made it a win. An ultimate victory.

But there was a twist to the tale.
Felix McCanna-Banks 7P
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3rd place
The VLogger

Hi, my name is Nas and I am going to tell 
you about how I become a successful 
Vlogger 

It started with me working a 6-figure 
job. I had been working there for 2 years, 
I had good friendship with everyone, I 
was known as the brain box as I know a 
lot, “Did you know in new York the life 
expectancy is 78 and I’m 25 so I have 
lived 33 percent of my life.” So I thought 
of an idea, a way to make the most of my 

remaining life and it was to make a video 
so everyone could share their ideas and 
thoughts about the company, so more 
people would join. If you’re wandering 
why I came up with this idea it was 
because I’d spent 2 years copying legal 
documents, writing reports, and much 
more.

So the next day I had prepared my 
speech, my posters and everything was 
ready. I marched in the office and the boss 

said “John what is it?” and already I was 
devastated he had not got my name right 
in 2 years.

So, I stuttered then said, “Umm my 
name is Nas sir and I have something to 
share.”

He said, “Well what is it Jonas!”
(Once again, he’d got my name 

wrong)
 Daniyal Khan 7F

Highly Commended

My victory is being able to do exercise for 
a longer period of time without having to 
gasp for air. Growing up, I really enjoyed 
doing many different types of sports. 
They included football, tennis, running 
and badminton. When I went to school in 
Italy I remember running down the stairs 
which led to the high street. Even though 
it was less than fifty metres in distance 
I had always felt tired. My mum worked 
here in England, while my dad and I lived 
in Italy. We visited my mum often, nearly 
every half term or term break. 
A few days into my break one night I 
had suddenly had an ear infection. My 
mum gave me the usual medicine, like 
Paracetamol and ibuprofen. But after a 

few hours, I woke up again and I was still 
in pain. None of us could sleep, so my 
parents decided that it was best to take 
me to the hospital because it didn’t look 
as if I was going to get any better without 
getting any sleep. We lived in London 
at the time and we went to The Royal 3 
Hospital. I don’t remember the details at 
the hospital but I do remember having 
to stay the whole night and having a 
stronger dose of medicine which was only 
used in hospitals or given by the doctors 
as prescriptions. To pass the time, one 
of the nurses asked if I wanted to see 
my heart via Electrocardiogram (ECG). 
Being as curious as I was I said yes. When 
they were scanning my heart they noticed 

that my heart was beating irregularly 
and slowly. These are signs of a medical 
condition called sinus bradycardia, which 
is a condition caused by the sinus node 
not regulating the heart beats properly, 
making them inconsistent and at an 
average rate of less than 60bpm when 
not doing some form of exercise. They 
told my family that I should go and see a 
cardiologist. The hospital booked us an 
appointment at the Great Ormond Street 
Hospital (GOSH) where I met my doctor. 
He explained to us how my heart needed 
a pacemaker to help the heart pump 
blood into the body faster. The pacemaker 
would do the same job as the sinus node. 

Oscar Laracca 7G

Year 8 Short Story
1st Place

The commotion was brutal. Bodies lay 
as floorboards in the trenches, mortars 
launching and ricocheting off the 
ground and artillery. Soldiers crying out 
commands and young men shrieking 
out in untameable agony .No one was 
unscathed, either you were dead or half 
ripped apart.

Glimmering light glinted in the 
afternoon battlefield as glittering bomber 
plane lights gleamed down on the 
scorching summer catastrophe. Smoke-
tinged air was laced with terror as it 
hovered over the mist of war suffering and 

pain .I instantly realised I had to escape.
Sulking, panting I stared on at the 

chaos and destruction that was taking 
place around me in this noisy warzone. 
Guns were fired, bombs blasted and 
flames were spread across some rundown 
trenches. Soldiers screamed and shouted 
at the top of their lungs for backup and 
help as blood splattered across the 
gruesome battlefield I wondered in terror 
if the bloodshed would ever end. I just 
couldn’t stand it.

Dashing, sneaking, I hastily made 
my way to the back of the trenches where 

the border was. I threw my weapons down 
including my grenades and pistol; anxious 
and full of fright I thought if all this war 
was worth it at all in the end? I ducked 
and crouched to avoid being seen and 
shot. I ran and ran till I had emptied my 
entire lungs. I was told at the beginning of 
this war that if I deserted I would be shot. 
The thought of just being shot made me 
reminisce about my family and if I would 
shame them, but this made me think that 
I could possibly escape without being 
caught.

Daksh Mishra.8C
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2nd Place

The tension building, the air is thick with 
anticipation. 

Running in, the ball flies towards 
the wicket, and swings away, nicking the 
line on the mud. Wide. A groan from the 
crowd. Could it not be? The atmosphere 
rises, hearts in mouths. 

The next ball rockets in, a Yorker, 
in his feet. Neesham bats it away, down 
the ground, for two. Sprinting, sprinting, 
diving for the line and it is two. They have 
escaped again. 

Now the ball is into the slot, and he 
steps forward, and it is in the air. A pigeon 

lazily circling the ground flies out of the 
way of the white blur that would knock it 
from the sky. It is up and over the stands, 
a six! Despair covers the stadium in a 
grey blanket, only extinguished in a small 
pocket of fans and in the New Zealand 
dressing room, where the red fire of joy is 
beginning to creep in. 

Then Archer is in again, already 
blinding pace lent an edge by rage and 
humiliation. It is gone again! Through past 
cover, and a misfield! They have made 
two. The pressure is weighing heavily on 
England, their minds fighting against the 

pressure, yet still bowing before it. 
Through another gap! The clean, 

quick connection between willow and 
leather creates a ‘snick’ that rebounds 
the ball through cover. Roy picks up and 
throws. It is to Archer, yet Guptill is back. 
They are on track, with another two runs. 

Then a rising ball, off the bat, ‘snick’ 
into his shoulder. But Neesham runs, 
diving for the line to snatch a precious 
single from the ball. The grounds’ 
collective heartbeats merge, hearts in 
mouths, as Archer begins to run. 

Joseph Evans 8P

3rd Place

“Take a deep breath. You can do this.”
As I gulped the air in front of me 

my thoughts went back to the day this all 
started. A normal day, a few clouds in the 
sky but no rain forecast. I had decided to 
cycle around the neighbourhood a bit to 
take in the warm summer’s air. I was up 
to the end of the road, looked left and 
right and turned. As I began to speed up 
again a violent screech pierced my ears. 
I turned my head around to see what it 
was, spotted a sports car coming closer 
and … black.

I came to about ten minutes later. 
I was inside a vehicle of some sort, and 
a low, muffle drone nagged at my head. 

I realised I was wearing ear defenders 
and tried to take them off. No movement. 
Panicking, I tried to sit up. A searing bolt of 
pain shot up my back. I shouted out in pain 
and was greeted by a face. It looked at me 
and said something, but the ear defenders 
stopped me from hearing what. Then I felt a 
cold needle pierce my skin and everything 
faded, once more, to black.

The next time I regained 
consciousness I was lying in a bed. The 
cool sheets rested against my body. I 
was surrounded by white walls. I tried 
to shift over but something was holding 
me in place. I began to struggle, trying 
to break free. I must have been causing a 

commotion because someone came over. 
They went to a machine overhead and I 
saw their clothes - scrubs. That’s when I 
realised. I had been hit! The car must have 
hit me off my bike and someone called 
the emergency services. I was taken by air 
ambulance to hospital and was strapped 
down to avoid further injuring myself.

The next year was a blur. I had 
countless operations trying to regain 
control of my limbs. When they were all 
done, I began physio to relearn how to use 
them. It had been so long. Countless tries 
and fails led me to this moment one year 
after the accident. I was going to stand up.

Jacob Haddo 8N

Highly Commended

The radio was on. To me it was just 
meaningless noise, but to my grandfather 
listening to it in the next room it was 
wonderful. When I looked at him I couldn’t 
tell he was listening or just staring into 
space. Nevertheless, he kept it on. 

After I became ten, I started 
wondering if he just kept it on because 
of my Mother. When she died he was left 
with almost no family except for me. Both 

of his sons were killed in the Great War, 
in the Battle of the Somme. I think it may 
have hurt him even more, because so 
many others had been killed. My father 
was someone who had enjoyed glory, and 
it had hurt my father to know that he was 
one of a million, just another soldier of so 
many more.

And then there was me. I was one 
of few who had come back from my time 

fighting. I was in the army for three years, 
from 1941 to 1944. I had to come out 
because one day I had come home injured 
and he had put his foot down. He didn’t 
want me to go as well. I was his one weak 
link to a family, and he didn’t want to lose 
that link. 

Neil Navarange 8P
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Year 7 Poetry

1st Place
Victory
The thought of Victory is the initiator of war, the breaker of peace
The reminder of doom, the glint of hope, the mark of valour
Victory is a pain ridden journey but it is full of rewards.

The barge of victory sails along the River of Destiny, awaiting for a worthwhile stop
It sails slowly but steadily, to reach every port of life’s highs, to rest at every dock of doubt, 
But it always ends with the harbour of peace.

Victories happen all the time: some small, some big- but all important
Fictional or real-victory is a journey
A journey of bravery, conquest, belief, pride, spirit and joy.

Victory is a powerful force of faith and determination, a storm of sacrifice
Victory is noble, humble, powerful and changing  
Victory can be seen in war, competitions, and always in one’s conscience.

Victory is sought in the belief of its goodness
Because victory is always worth it
Written in ancient tongues - Jai, Nike, Sigyn, Neith, Andraste and Victoria
Victory lives in all hearts, because the desire for victory is inevitable.

Jai Arora 7P

2nd Place
At what cost?
 The silence is deafening,
Broken only by the sounds of cheering, like sunbeams breaking through the dark clouds.
We have won the war and defeated the enemy.
Relief washes over me and floods my senses,
So, for that moment I cannot feel a thing.
I think of my family and happiness sparks inside me,
Bright and fizzing with the hope of seeing them.
Victory is ours
 
As I peak over the trench my heart sinks, heavy with guilt and despair.
I see the dead bodies of so many men who fought and paid the ultimate sacrifice.
One of the bodies is facing me and I can see the stain of a tear on his cheek,
His stare fixed and empty, echoing the hollowness of this victory.
The ill complexion of his face is all too familiar.
The feelings of joy at our triumph soon subside,
And the sweetness of our success soon turns to the bitterness of loss.
Victory is ours, but at what cost?

As we pull into the station crowds of excited people gather,
Their cheers and bright flags mocking the men who are not coming home.
I search for my family, but they are not here.
I run home, my heart beating like the sound of shellfire in my ears.
There is only rubble where my home used to stand.
I spot my wife’s necklace glimmering in the wreckage, blood stained and broken.
The harsh reality of war pushes down on me and I crumple to the ground.
Victory is ours, but at what cost?

Charlie Foster 7G

3rd Place

When standing two meters apart
There was panic at the start.

Seeing loved family upon a screen 
And friends from school you haven’t seen

The hustle and bustle of buying food
Only dimmed with the lightening of the mood

How much more can we take
I never had the chance to share my cake

People feeling lonely at the top of the hill
I only stay inside to stop others getting ill

The strange fear in your belly, as you wonder
what’s going on

Hoping that your Grandparents won’t be gone

Easing of the lockdown lifts restraints
Finally, I can go out and meet my mates

We wash our hands for twenty seconds long
Only waiting for that dinner gong!

Watching movies on Disney plus
Helps ease the pain and the fuss

My heart sinks into my chest 
Just thinking about my friends and the rest

At last, lockdown is nearly over
We might have worn out our last controller

We reached the painful victory
Even though it was done very strictly

Ishaan Shah 7P
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Year 8 Poetry 
1st Place

Victory 
I’m always there,
Never from your side,
In some ways I’m part of you,
Like a palm and a branch,

I am your dreams,
I am your nightmares,
But I push you on, a 
force spurring you on,

I drive you, fuel you,
Make you tenacious,
Determined and dogged,
Intent and insistent,
Steely and strong,

With me you’re
Wily and witty,
Canny and crafty,
Shrewd and sly,
Able, apt and astute
Yet you are
Wise and wonderful,
artful and audacious,
Kind and caring,

Remember:
I am a spark,
 
Yet you are the torch.

Lochan Pennant-Shah 8N

2nd place
Victory
The adrenaline pumping, 
Flowing through you just like blood,
It is your blood now, 
It doesn’t stop...neither will the monster,
The monster that was created by yourself,
That lives in the shadows,
Especially in yours.

This monster is different, 
Like said in many countless stories, 
The monster comes out at night, 
But in this case it never gets seen at night.

Someone once told me, 
Without light,
There cannot be darkness. 
So when light shines upon,
The monster comes out to play,
But at night you think it’s gone away.

 One night it strikes you,
That the monster doesn’t disappear,
It changes form and moves along,
When you realise it is too late,
Before you know it,
It has won,
At night it doesn’t go away,
You become it...

Rhys Doshi  8C

3rd Place
Victory is all about winning,
Winning all sorts of things,
From crowns to diamond rings,
And each little thing sets me grinning,
But what really flies,
Is my big prize,
Is companies and businesses,
Which means losses for my witnesses.
Another move,
Gives me something to prove,
Bored, I yawn,
As I use my pawn,
I jump over your piece,
And acquire Greece,
I read a card, 
My pile of money a safeguard,
I see the world through black and white,
Where both show their might,
I dance and dance as if I were a dancer,
Time running out, you must answer,
More money I accumulate,
Ensures there’s no debate,
Over who is better,
To the letter,
That’s me.
I giggle with glee,
As I send you to prison,
As your debt has risen.
One by one,
Begins the fun,
As you all drop out,
With a protested shout,
Until only I am left,
And of hope you are bereft,
That. That is victory
To your prior knowledge, I know, 
contradictory!
And while you played oh, so sloppily,
With a smile, I think I just won Monopoly.

Tavish Desai 8P

3rd Place
We strive for victory every day,
Whether in the shortest arguments or the 
longest conflicts,
Whether in the hushed houses or the 
bloodthirsty battlefield,
The rewards of a victory lie around us. 

But not all causes are worthy,
For there are those that throw aside human 
lives for marks on paper,
For personal gain,
To feed arrogance and wealth

Many of the wars of the past are amongst 
them,
The empires of the past are all fuelled by 
the desire for wealth and power,
At cost of the lives of millions of powerless 
men, women and children,
Are these victories?

Even when it comes to taking small strips of 
land, we all celebrate victory,
Simply victory of our side over the other,
The victory of good against evil,
But is that victory to be celebrated?

Victory always comes at a cost,
And we as humans too regularly forget that,
Too regularly do we celebrate occasions 
that ought not to be remembered for 
victory,
Too regularly do we throw aside human 
lives for unworthy causes.

We must overcome our desires, needs and 
lusts,
We must know when to accept defeat,
Even when the light of victory is shining 
relentlessly on our door,
Should we pursue victory? 

Haseen Farook 8B
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LOCKDOWN WORKShould Britain re-evaluate her historical monuments?
A debate.

Statues SHOULD NOT be taken down

Statues SHOULD be taken down
I strongly believe that in this country, we need to critically re-evaluate 
our public monuments. In this current climate, the issue of statues 
being removed has been brought to the attention of the mainstream 
media and I believe that it’s a conversation that needs to be had. For 
far too long statues have remained up with very little evaluation of who 
we’re celebrating. While we may glorify them for their contributions to 
society, we erase any sort of nuance in our examinations of them. 
Take for example the statue of Edward Colston that was pulled down 
in Bristol, the event that sparked the debate in the UK. All throughout 
Bristol, Colston’s name is everywhere: on roads, on schools, even on 
Bristol’s biggest music venue. Even the biggest stained glass window 
in Bristol cathedral commemorates him. Colston and his philanthropy 
that helped to build Bristol are revered, however there was previously 
very little  attention placed on how he made his money. Even on his 
statue, there was nothing denoting him as a man who profited off 
the exploitation and suffering of the thousands of men, women and 
children that he helped to abduct. He is simply referred to as “one of 
the most virtuous and wise sons of their city.” 

I bring this up in order to combat the idea that the removal 
of statues will ‘erase history’. The idea that the removal of a statue 
will somehow make it so an individual becomes lost to the annals 
of time is simply absurd. Figures like Colston are ingrained in our 
society and exist as far more than just a lump of bronze. As a matter 

of fact, having these statues up with no context does more of a 
disservice to the history that many of these ardent statue defenders 
are wishing to defend. England is a nation built on colonial violence 
and exploitation and the fact that this is often just brushed over is 
unacceptable and an injustice to countless exploited individuals who 
died so this country could be what it is today. Almost every figure that 
gets put on a plinth in this nation has done terrible things, from the 
aforementioned Colston to Cecil Rhodes, Captain James Cook to even 
Winston Churchill. With England being the multicultural country that 
it is, it’s a kick in the teeth to ethnic minorities to see their oppressors 
glorified and their own history erased.

While I may advocate for the removal of these statues, I am 
by no means calling for their complete destruction. Did I enjoy 
watching the statue of Colston being toppled and dumped? Yes, but 
I understand that direct action such as that isn’t always practical. 
What I propose should happen is that if we wish to preserve 
British history then put it in a museum. I wholeheartedly agree that 
history shouldn’t be ‘erased’ but it should be put in a place where 
it can be properly considered with the proper context and nuanced 
information. We need to allow people to form their own opinions 
rather than simply expose them to almost deified caricatures and 
expect them to be celebrated. 

Morgan Springer L6T

The toppling of Colston has refired the national debate on 
controversial statues - to fell or not to fell? Suddenly these bronze 
beings that stud our streets are being scrutinised. Should we really 
have slave traders immortalised in metal? Colonists fashioned on 
college façades? For a few weeks in June, vandals slunk through 
streets armed with spray paint and slogans. “Take it down!” 
demanded many of the Rhodes statuette at Oriel College, Oxford. 
Even the Archbishop agrees - “Some statues will have to come 
down,” he said of the Church’s offending effigies. The hit list is 
extensive. Mahatma Gandhi. Oliver Cromwell. Winston Churchill. 
And suddenly, Nelson’s column looks awfully precarious. 

The demands of protesters are not unfounded. After all, 
was Gandhi not a supporter of racist policies in South Africa? 
Did Cromwell not conquer the Irish? Was Churchill not negligent 
during the Bengal Famine? All these charges are historical, but the 
conclusion thence to tear down statues is wrong for three reasons. 

First - the reality is that heroes of one nation are often 
antiheroes of others. This fact may be most controversial regarding 
colonial figures, but is best illustrated in Britain’s ancient archenemy: 
France. We honour Nelson in Trafalgar Square, while the French 
honour one of Napoleon’s victories at the Gare d’Austerlitz. Each 
battle involved slaughtering humans, and yet these figures are 
glorified. They are remembered as heroes for their influence 
on history. Were we to purge all those statues with blood on 
their hands, we would purge near every statute of every man of 
significance ever.

Secondly, and similarly, we must assess historical figures in 
historical context. If racism is deemed unacceptable in our statues, 
then surely every pre-1800 European figure must be felled; and not 
for anti-Black racism, but for anti-Semitism, a centuries-old blight 
endemic in Europe since Jews arrived. When we foist foolishly 

our enlightened values on peoples of the past, it is impossible to 
discern much good in their actions, virtue fogged in prejudicial 
plumes. Much criticism levelled at 19th century colonists ignores 
ideological differences - this was a time when The Guardian was 
a vociferous supporter of the Confederacy. We must therefore 
inhabit the perspectives of our forefathers, and recognise why 
their statues were erected in the first place. Polarising narratives 
of the subjugators and the subjugated rarely illustrate well the true 
complexities of history.

Thirdly, and finally; even if by the above sympathetic analysis, 
we conclude a historical statue ought to be felled, there remains a 
strong argument to leave it be. Specifically, all of the rhetoric that 
demands statuary extermination makes one bold assumption: that 
statues exist for the sole purpose of glorification. This assumption 
is false. Statues can have manifold purposes - they can provide 
aesthetic pleasure, they can serve as warnings, they can educate. 
Indeed: statues only have the power to glorify if we use them to do 
so. Many have suggested that contentious statues be relocated to 
museums, but is it not a privilege in this country that merely walking 
the streets gives us an historical and educational experience? Has 
our national self-abasement reached such depths as to demand an 
evacuation of history from public plazas to hidden halls?

Were the hare-brained demands of iconoclasts heeded, 
empty plinths would pock our cities. To demand moral purity 
and clean records of our heroes would be to simply abolish 
heroes. Instead, we should recognise and scrutinise their mistakes, 
remember and admire their successes and leave their statues be. 
As classicist Mary Beard commented “more important is to look 
history in the eye and reflect on our awkward relationship to it… not 
to simply photoshop the nasty bits out.”

Luke Dale L6F
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Mon blog vidéo-French
Un sandwich au miel et à la banane
Bonjour et bienvenue sur mon blog 
vidéo! Aujourd’hui je vous présente 
une recette d’un sandwich au miel et 
à la banane. Alors, c’est parti! Pour 
commencer, il vous faut une grande 
banane, cent grammes de miel, vingt 
grammes de beurre et deux tranches 
de pain. D’abord, étalez le miel et le 
beurre sur une face. Puis, coupez la 
banane. Alors, mettez la banane sur 
le pain. Fermez le sandwich et servez! 
Bon Appétit ! miam, miam ! Merci 
d’avoir regardé la vidéo et bonne 
journée à tous!
Sam Serag 8P

German
In 10 Jahren wird der Bedarf an Fremdsprachenkenntnissen im Vereinigten Königreich geringer sein: 

Inwiefern stimmst Du dieser Aussage, besonders in Bezug auf das Deutschlernen, zu?

In 10 years the need for foreign language skills in the UK will be less: to what extent do you agree  
with this statement, especially with regard to learning German?

Für viele Leute aus aller Welt sind die 
britischen Fremdsprachenkenntnisse 
unerreicht. Wir sind ein Land, das 
stolz auf unsere eigene Kultur und 
Geschichte ist, aber um ehrlich zu sein, 
sind Fremdsprachen alles ander als eine 
unserer Stärken. Laut der BBC sind 95% 
der britischen Bevölkerung einsprachig.

In den letzten 100 Jahren war 
Englisch die Weltsprache, aber da wir 
uns immer mehr von der Welt abspalten 
und andere Sprachen immer populärer 
werden, scheint es so, als würden sich die 
Zeiten ändern und wir müssen aufpassen, 
dass wir nicht zurückbleiben.

Sprachen sind schon lange kein 
optionales Extra mehr, das nur auf dem 
Steckbrief gut aussieht. Zusammen als ein 
Land müssen uns der Herausforderung 

stellen und nachzuweisen, dass wir eine 
offene, aufgeschlossene und globale 
Nation sind.

Obwohl wir politisch nicht mehr zur 
EU gehören fühlen sich viele Engländer 
weiterhin mit ihr verbunden und die EU 
liegt vielen im Herzen.

Doch besonders das Deutschlernen 
sollte in England besser gefördert werden. 
Deutschland ist die größte Volkswirtschaft 
in Europa und wird im europäischen 
Handel in Zukunft eine entscheidende 
Rolle spielen. Ohne gute Verständigung 
kann nicht gehandelt werden und somit 
kommt die Vermittlung durch Sprache ins 
Spiel. Berühmte Worte von Willi Brandt 
bestätigen das: “I’m selling to you, I speak 
your language. If I’m buying, dann müssen 
Sie Deutsch sprechen!” 

Doch noch besteht Hoffnung. 
Durch die Digitalisierung der Gesellschaft 
wird der Zugang zur Sprache für alle 
Bevölkerungsschichten, unabhängig 
von ihrem Hintergrund, immer mehr 
erreichbar. Sprachkenntnisse werden 
nicht mehr als ein Symbol der Oberschicht 
oder der Bildung angesehen werden. 

Online-Apps wie Duolingo mit 300 
Millionen Nutzern weltweit zeigen dies. 
Viele Menschen erklären sich bereit 
Sprachen zu lernen, doch aufgrund 
fehlender Bildung bleibt ihnen dieser 
Zugang verwehrt. Dementsprechend 
sollten wir frühestmöglich damit 
anfangen diese Leute zu fördern, sodass 
auch sie sich in der Welt verständigen 
können.

Thomas Connor l6G

Les crêpes
Bonjour et bienvenue sur mon blog vidéo dans la cuisine française! 
Aujourd’hui je vous présente une recette pour les crêpes. Alors, c’est parti!
Pour commencer, il vous faut: cent grammes de farine, deux grands œufs, trois 
cents millilitres de lait, cinq millilitres d’huile

D’abord ajoutez cent grammes de farine dans un bol.
Ajoutez deux grands œufs dans le bol.
Ajoutez trois cents millilitres de lait.
Ajoutez cinq millilitres d’huile.
Mélangez.
Alors versez un peu de pâte dans une casserole. Faites cuire.
Finalement, Servez et bon appétit! 

Et voilà le résultat, miam, miam ça sent très bon! Si vous aimez la recette, 
n’hésitez pas à la partager. Merci d’avoir regardé la vidéo et bonne journée à 
tous!
Nyle Rahman 8P
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There as an excellent response to the Great 
International Bake off, organised by the 
Modern Foreign Languages Department 
held to celebrate the European Week of 
Languages. 

The Senior Leadership Team was 
lucky enough to judge the competition 
and found the task difficult tut enjoyable.

Prizewinners
International design

1st William Nice 7F - German Football Cake
2nd Leonard Roberts 7T - Welsh Tea Cake 
3rd Ben Chase 8F - Chocolate Flag cake

International recipe

1st Rory Bartlett-Tisdall - Pastel de Nata 
Joint 2nd Dominic 8B and Aaron De Jonge 
9B - Kremowka 
3rd Alex Green 7N - German Apple Cake

International Bake Off

Spanish
The work (right) was completed 
on line by Amelia Young in the L6 
Spanish class, and then marked 
on line (in green) by her teacher. 
At A-Level, Spanish, students 
study a book called “Como Agua 
Para Chocolate” from Laura 
Esquivel. After having studied the 
12 chapters of the book in detail, 
students then learn to write an 
essay of 300 words about the 
book for the A Level exam.

FW
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13th October 0054

Interviews conducted in relation to the suspicious  
death of Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus

All were asked to provide a statement on the events that caused the death:

Forensic Report
Date: 13 October 54 AD

Name Of The Deceased:
Emperor Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus

Time Of Discovery: 0810

Time Of Death: Unknown, Estimation;05.00, Dawn

Cause Of Death: Unknown, Potential MURDER, First guess poison 

Witness Report
Personal taster

Claims he heard a commotion from the kitchen sounded  
like vomiting but no other news 

Agrippina 
Claims Augustus seemed fine all night then suddenly was dead; refused 

further questioning on the grounds of grief 

Nero
Claims he saw Augustus in a dazed stupor unable to speak

Britannicus 
Claims he witnessed Agrippina leading Augustus away following with a 
pale face. Also claims he was not allowed to see his father and denied 

access to his chambers on Agrippina's orders 

Octavia
Claims she saw Agrippina feeding Claudius mushrooms,  

of which he was very fond 

Antonia 
Claims to be in the lavatory during the commotion 

Potential Suspects  
Suspect: Agrippina

Suspicious Actions: Led Claudius away and handed him mushrooms 
Additional Information: Had the motive for murder; wanted her son Nero 

to be emperor. Also was having an affair
Suspect: Taster

Suspicious Actions: Tastes Claudius’ food but didn't get poisoned 
Additional Information: Chefs and waiters state he did not tamper with 

the food at all suggesting innocence  
Suspect: Nero

Suspicious Actions: Claims not to know anything. However nobody 
witnessed any suspicious actions

Additional Information: Most likely covering for his mother who actually 
had an opportunity and did suspicious actions 

Suspect: Pallas
Suspicious Actions: Had an affair with Agrippina 

Additional Information: Motive-to get rid of Agrippina's husband 
however wasn't at the dinner so had no opportunity

Concluding Analysis
Agrippina poisoned her husband. She administered the poison herself 

either into his food as they ate or fed him a mushroom she had that the 
taster and kitchen had not provided.

Furthermore she took Augustus to his room where he couldn't be treated 
and she had another opportunity to poison him.

Despite our findings as Nero her son is now Emperor we will not push her 
as guilty for fear of repercussions.

Loose Ends  
We do not know if Claudius threw up and was poisoned again, or if he 

was just poisoned once

It is unclear whether the poison was fed as a separate food like the 
mushrooms we've seen or merely added to his food as a powder, pill or fluid.  

Julia Agrippina

I am too distraught to talk right now, my dear dear husband. We 
were just having dinner and I think he choked, I reminded him 
that we had the mushrooms he so loved and he scoffed them 
so quickly, I called in the surgeon and he tried to help him but 
I think Claudius did not trust him and so did not allow him to 
complete his work. I’m sorry- I just cannot think right now.

Tiberius Claudius Caesar Britannicus 

My dad was eating as normal but Agrippina kept trying to get 
him to eat those mushrooms; it was very odd, she normally 
couldn’t care less what he had to eat. Eventually she managed 
to get him to try them and only a couple of minutes later he 
threw up and started choking. He got up and moved towards 
the door as Agrippina called for the doctor. The doctor shoved 
a feather down his throat and made him throw up even more. 
He went to sit by the fountain so he could drink some water 
but a few minutes later he was dead.
 
Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus

It was very funny, he was throwing up everywhere and mum 
couldn’t stop smiling. I’m glad to see the bugger dead he 
was very boring. Now go and annoy someone else I’ve got 
to go to the Praetorians now, make way for your emperor!

Marcus Antonius Pallas

I was not present during the dinner but when I came in 
earlier everything seemed fine. From what I could see when 
everyone was rushing about it looked like he choked on 
some mushrooms. Apparently the doctor made a mistake 
and gave him the wrong medicine; that would explain how 
such a great man could come to such an ignoble end.

Tiberius Claudius Narcissus

I was out of the room at the time. I did my best to help but 
he was too far gone. It did not look entirely like fair play 
but I will reserve my judgement for a later date. I am sorry I 
cannot help more.

Gaius Stertinius Xenophon

I was called in when he started choking. I tried to use a 
feather to dislodge the item but it failed to move. I then 
attempted to relax him to make the process easier using 
some of my proprietary remedies but that failed and so he 
told me to leave him alone. When the emperor orders you to 
do something you do it. It is an unfortunate aspect of my job 
seeing the man you care for dying and refusing aid.

Hallotus

I tasted all his food as usual. I believe he choked on some 
mushrooms. I cannot say any more than that, I was not 
permitted to help save my beloved master.

James Turvey L6G



What is a coronavirus?
Coronavirus (as COVID-19 
is informally known) are a 
group of viruses which has 
been typically known to make 
the species jump from other 
animals to humans.

What is COVID-19 then?
COVID-19 is one of the viruses 
from the coronavirus family. It 
is thought the outbreak began in Wuhan 
City, China in a live animal market. It is 
also thought that the virus jumped from 
bats to humans. The date that the virus 
started was December 2019, thus the 
name COVID-19. At the time of writing, 
387,742 people worldwide have been 
infected, with around 17,000 deaths and 
106,000 people have recovered.

What are the Symptoms?
There are many COVID-19 symptoms, 
however there are 3 main ones according 
to the World Health Organisation (WHO). 
These are: fever (any temperature), 
tiredness and a dry cough. If you have 
any of these symptoms you should 
immediately self isolate. Other symptoms 
(as shown in the diagram) include: 
shortness of breath, sore throat, runny 
nose, sneezing, fewer white blood cells, 
diarrhea and decreased function of the 
kidneys.

How does COVID-19 spread?
Covid-19 is contagious, which means 
it can spread from person to person. 
This is through droplets from coughing 
or exhaling. The droplets may land on 
surfaces and you can catch them there. 
One of the most important things is 
touching your nose, mouth or eyes. This 
is how the virus gets inside your body 
and infects you, however you usually 
don’t show any symptoms for about a 
week.

What can I do to protect myself and 
prevent the spread of the disease?
There are many things you can do to protect 
yourself, the WHO website is helpful for this. 
Somethings that you can do include:
• Wash your hands on a regular basis 
using soap, hand sanitiser or an alcohol 
based solution. This is so the hand wash 
or whatever you are using can kill the 
germs on your hand so you don’t put it in 
your eye or mouth.
• Keep at least 1 metre away from others 
as much as you can and avoid people 
who are coughing and sneezing, so the 
virus can’t spread to you.
• Try not to touch your nose, eyes and 
mouth so the virus can’t enter your body.
• Cover your mouth whenever you cough 
or sneeze so if you end up with the virus, 
you don’t spread it to others.
• Self isolate if you have any of the key 
symptoms.

Should I worry about COVID-19?
Whilst you should keep it in mind, you 
shouldn’t overly worry about COVID-19. 
This is because most cases are just a 
mild illness and you can recover quickly, 
however according to the WHO, for 1 in 5 
people it will be more severe.

Who is at risk of developing 
severe illness?
The people most at risk from 
COVID-19 are:
• Older people
• People with pre-existing 
illnesses like: cancer, asthma, 
high blood pressure, any lung 
conditions and diabetes.
However, people who were 
supposedly ‘healthy’ without 

any pre-existing conditions have been 
seriously affected by the virus.

Are antibiotics effective at dealing with 
COVID-19?
Antibiotics don’t work on viruses, they 
only work on bacterial infections if you 
see something on social media that says 
otherwise, it is untrue and you should tell 
others about it.

Are there any medicines or therapies 
that can prevent or cure COVID-19?
Some methods might provide short 
term comfort however it has not been 
scientifically proven yet, and it is advised 
you don’t use traditional methods.

Is there a vaccine for COVID-19?
Not so far, however possible vaccines are 
being researched and tested 

Should I wear a mask?
You should only wear a mask when you 
are visiting someone who has tested
positive for the virus or if you have it to 
protect others. However, be wise when
using masks as there is a shortage 
worldwide.

Remember To Stay Indoors and Protect 
the NHS

Taylor Shell 7P
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“Freud’s understanding of conscience  
in terms of the super-ego is convincing” 

Discuss.
Freud believed that the super-ego was present in all humans 
and that it ‘internalises’ the rules given to us by our parents and 
other authority figures. He based this upon his studies of human 
behaviour and the existence of guilt which philosophers such as 
Thomas Aquinas had a different view on.

The belief that all humans have a super-ego, which ultimately 
dictates our actions, contrasts with the Thomistic idea that we have 
an inherent knowledge of good and evil. Aquinas’s Natural Law 
Theory: specifically Eternal Law, specifies that God instilled norms in 
creation which encourages beings to strive for eudaimonia. 

Freud’s perspective differs, in that his moral standpoint 
does not require God’s influence and uses the secular view that 
society shapes our norms. This perspective accounts for different 
cultures having differing norms and a major weakness in Aquinas 
Natural Law Theory. Specifically addressing the question’s wording, 
Aquinas view of conscience as inherent and instilled by God is not 
as convincing as he Freud’s – using this evidence as he allows for 
differing activities to have differing moral approaches, which is key.

Bonaventure defined synderesis as ‘an inclination towards 
the good which if denied becomes inner torment (guilt)’.  When 
referring to conscience, this definition shows a difference, with 
synderesis providing the reasoning and  conscience making 
the decision. These are linked as conscience can lead to inner 
turmoil and guilt, and idea founded by human experiences that 
can work with Freud’s idea of the super-ego. It works with Freud 
by specifying that there is not just an innate knowledge of good 
and evil, but that the scenario provides that synderesis in order 
to make a decision which can differ. Bonaventure’s appreciation 
of differing moralities in the definition of synderesis allows Freud 
to resonate with him with scientific psychological studies, once 
again displaying that Freud’s understanding of the super-ego is 
convincing when referring to the conscience. 

Returning to Aquinas, he argued that conscience is God-given 
but has been corrupted. He consistently holds the existence of God 
at the forefront of his idea of conscience, and this resonates with 
philosophers such as Thomas Hobbes and Bonhoeffer who noted 
that there will always be ‘something in us serving to remind us that 
this corruption is against nature’ when speaking about the  feeling’ 
(guilt). In returning to Freud’s idea of the super-ego it can be argued 
that this feeling, guilt, is the knowledge of society’s standard, and 
this leading onto a feeling of disappointment from loved ones and 
authority figures. These are two differing perspectives, however 
when holding God as essential to conscience, a strong point can be 
made for the side of religion. Therefore, using this evidence it can 
be said that the super-ego is not as convincing as Aquinas idea that 
conscience has been corrupted.

Freud’s ‘super-ego’ comes into question when we consider 
the need of the ‘id’ and ‘ego’ being suppressed. If our primate 
instinctual desires are entirely suppressed by society’s standards, 
it can be argued that we are suppressing our true ability to choose 
our conscience’s decisions. This can lead to friction at all of Freud’s 
psychosexual stages, which are portrayed as unhealthy. When 
removing society’s standards and playing God at the forefront, 
there is a ‘perfect scapegoat’ with superior knowledge to base our 
morals on which Aquinas would argue is a much more justifiable 
cause Therefore, in this case, super-ego is not convincing

In conclusion, Freud’s euder-ego’s conflict is with the mainly 
Thomistic idea of a set moral code and conscience set by God. 
Overall, it triumphs over this due to its use of human experience 
in response to the problem of God creating different moral codes 
throughout humanity. Bonaventure’s ideas resonate with Freud’s 
due to there being less super-ego is convincing when discussing 
the conscience 

Harrison Francis 12R

The Launch of The Student Economist
On the 22nd of April, in the midst of 
lockdown, a new initiative was started: it was 
called The Student Economist. The Student 
Economist is a digital media site delivering 
simple economic news driven by students at 
Watford Grammar School for Boys. 

The Student Economist was founded 
and developed in response to a need to 
promote Economics as a subject at Watford 
Grammar School for Boys.  It is a means to 
provide the school with weekly articles on 
current economic affairs written by students 
for students, endorsed by teachers. The 
economy is an important part of life. The 
financial system, the political climate, and the 
everyday choices we make in our lives shape 
the economic world we live in. This website 

aims to encourage students to connect, 
collaborate and interact by empowering them 
to contribute articles, create discussions and 
learn about economics and its application in 
the real world. 

A detailed article is produced every 
Wednesday which can be found on our 
blog page: 
www.thestudenteconomist.com/blog. We 
have also started a new series written 
by Rohit Ramanan L6 about the future of 
money. Alongside the articles a weekly 
round-up of the economics news of the 
week is released on Fridays, this may 
be replaced by, on some weeks, our 
new initiative, exclusive interviews with 
professionals in economics, banking and 

finance these can be found here: 
www.thestudenteconomist.com/interviews. 
The interviews are both video and podcast 
format so feel free to watch or listen!

We are always looking for new writers 
so if you are interested please fill out the 
form on this webpage: 
www.thestudenteconomist.com/writing-for-us 
and we will be more than happy to let you 
write! The Student Economist appreciates 
all support whether it is a comment beneath 
our articles, an email, or a note in our contact 
section. Over the next few months we are 
looking to expand, so there may be some 
opportunities to get involved, so stay tuned! 

www.thestudenteconomist.com 
Avi Ruparelia L6N



On the evening of Monday 20th April 2020 WTI crude oil, (West Texas 
Intermediate), the benchmark for US oil, turned negative over concerns 
that storage space for oil would run out in May. The WTI index reached 
a low of $-40.32 per barrel. The corona virus pandemic has reduced the 
demand for oil by nearly a third, according to some estimates. Producers 
have continued to pump, but with air travel halted and people staying 
home, there’s nowhere for this oil to go.

How did this happen? Oil has been one of the most volatile markets 
in the past 18 months.   A significant trigger was when OPEC nations (The 
Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) and Russia (the world's 
third largest oil producer) had a disagreement about the way to cut supplies 
of oil. The leading voice of OPEC, Saudi Arabia, has an unofficial agreement 
with Russia to work together outside of OPEC regarding global supplies of 
crude oil. This agreement worked until they engaged in talks around cutting 
supplies of crude oil. These talks ended without agreement and caused 
further problems, with Russia and the OPEC nations deciding to increase 
their oil productions - both trying to drive each other out of business. This 
was the first of two blows to the oil markets. 

The second blow to the oil market was out of oil-producing 
countries' hands: Corona virus. Corona virus caused a global lockdown 
meaning consumption of petroleum and other refined crude oil materials 
is extremely low. With transport usage very low, in particular airplanes 
grounded, and logistics companies at full capacity, the demand for crude 
oil is low and with Russia and OPEC continually pumping oil the market 
equilibrium will be pushed lower. This caused crude oil to plummet once 
again, with the USA crude oil index turning negative. 

What do negative oil prices mean? First, you will not get free 
petrol as the cost to refine crude oil is a minimum of four times the price 
of crude oil and taxes will essentially mean you will still pay for petrol 
but it will become cheaper as the cost of crude oil is a lot cheaper. What 
negative oil actually means is that crude oil producers will pay suppliers 
to take crude oil off of their hands. There's another conundrum in this 
situation, there aren’t enough storage facilities for millions of crude oil 
barrels to be stored. People who have bought barrels of oil are having 

large cargo ships sent to them where the ships are being used as 
makeshift storage units, the only people profiteering from this are the 
shipping companies.

How have commodities traders in financial institutions been 
affected? First, the demand for investing in oil ETF (exchange traded 
fund, an index tracker that tracks the price of oil without having to 
physically buy it) has increased to its highest level with more than $1.5 
billion invested in a single week with many investors betting on a bad 
situation. This is not too dissimilar to the stock market crash in March, 
but investments in oil are more likely to come into fruition in the medium 
to long term.  

The more direct effect has been on the short term monthly trading 
of futures. So, in the trading of futures, we use a derivative. A derivative 
is a contract between two or more parties that is based on an underlying 
financial asset (or set of assets), in this case oil. Traders use derivatives to 
speculate on the future price movements of an underlying asset, without 
having to purchase the actual asset itself, in the hope of booking a profit. 
The foundation of a futures contract is that a speculator (trader) agrees 
to a certain price to buy an asset from a producer of that asset, if the 
price increases the speculator will make a profit if the price decreases 
the producer still gets a fixed price for their asset. How are the contracts 
fulfilled? Most derivatives contracts are settled financially, meaning that 
at the end of the contract, the speculator will pay the producer if prices 
have gone down, and the producer will pay the speculator if prices have 
gone up. This still locks in a price for the producer but reduces their profits 
if prices go up. However, in the current situation the financial institutions 
have had to pay the producers the contracted price. The blow has now 
also been taken to financial institutions as well.

Where do I see the future of oil? I believe that actually this is the 
beginning of the end for crude oil, with global concerns of global warming 
and pollution increasing and investment in oil decreasing we are moving 
towards more eco-friendly investments. We have also seen a major fall in 
pollution globally since lockdown even with oil producers continuing to 
pump oil, people across the globe are realising the dangers of crude oil. 

After this crisis, what will demand for oil be? With the UAE one of the 
world's oil superpowers now acknowledging the global warming issue, they 
have produced the world's largest solar farm. With cars now moving away 
from petrol power but to electricity (which still has a carbon footprint but a 
smaller one) and a dependence on plastic materials reducing, demand for 
oil will diminish. Another reason we will see a reduction in demand is that 
we are looking at a deep and prolonged U-shaped recession potentially 
with world economies struggling, world demand for oil will decrease. I 
believe the future of oil is looking very bleak, however, until a sustainable 
and cheap renewable energy is found that is cheaper and more sustainable 
than oil, there will be a demand for oil in the near future.

Avi Ruparelia L6N
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What you need to know about the oil market crash

Source: CNBC- FactSet
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The Olympian Times
By Hermes, Olympian of messages

Demeter Monologue

Breaking news! Plants, trees and crops from all of Greece are 
dying at an alarming rate and the temperature has dropped 
lower than ever recorded. This is having a disastrous effect on 
the human race as many are perishing due to the lack of food 
and warmth. Reports from the Underworld confirm that these 
mass deaths have caused hundreds of souls to be transported 
across the river Styx all at once. Additionally, another incident is 
that Demeter, the goddess of the harvest’s daughter Persephone 

has become absent for days and no god nor mortal has seen 
her since. “I hypothesize that these two catastrophes share 
a connection and I’m going to get to the bottom of it”, says 
Hermes, Olympian of messages and director, writer, producer 
and reporter of The Olympian Times. 

Hermes travelled to Mount Olympus to gain answers from 
the Olympian Gods themselves, starting with Persephone’s 
mother, Demeter. The interview went as follows:

Hermes: Greetings beautiful-haired 
Demeter, holy goddess. Please excuse 
me, but I want to ask about how you 
feel about the disappearance of your 
daughter. It must feel very saddening, 
does it not?
Demeter: (In tears) Yes it does indeed. 
She just disappeared without a trace! 
I’ve searched the entire earth and asked 
every immortal being I know and there 
is still no sign of her. I just can’t take it 
anymore. Therefore I have caused all of 
the crops to perish until someone tells 
me where my daughter is.
Hermes: So you are the cause of the 
starvation of the mortals? Do you not 
care if they perish?
Demeter: Yes, I am the cause and I care 
for them, but nobody is still telling me 
the whereabouts of my daughter. I know 
that at least some of the other Olympians 
care for the mortals, whether it be 
because of their successes and skills 
or just for sacrifices and gifts. But until 
someone owns up and tells me where my 
daughter is, the famine will...
Helios: Excuse me, but I think I have the 
answer!
Hermes: And you are good sir…?
Helios: Helios. God of the sun. And I’ve 

seen your daughter holy Demeter.
Demeter: You do? But why have you kept 
it a secret until just now?
Helios: I see everything, but I didn’t know 
that keeping my mouth shut would cause 
a mass famine. Besides, no one really 
knows or cares about me. Even the god 
of news himself didn’t know my name!
Hermes: Deepest apologies sir.
Helios: I accept your apology. Anyway, I 
saw that Persephone was abducted by 
none other than Hades, the ruler of the 
Underworld!
Demeter: Hades? How dare he! What 
does he want with my daughter? Doesn’t 
he know who she is? How could you let 
him get away?
Helios: I’m afraid there wasn’t anything I 
could do. I’m so sorry I couldn’t save her, 
or tell you where she went.
Demeter: Well, thank you for telling us 
anyway. But how can we get her back and 
how could my brother Zeus not know of this?
Hermes: Gorgeous Demeter, if you don’t 
mind me saying, could I ask permission 
to have an interview with Zeus the king 
of gods? We could find answers to your 
questions… and I can get more views on 
the Olympian Times. And besides, I’m 
one of the only other gods allowed in the 

Underworld, so I can rescue Persephone 
for you after we get some answers.
Demeter: Thanks Hermes. I’ll do anything 
to get my daughter back.

* The culprit for Persephone’s abduction was 
Hades the god and ruler of the Underworld 
and brother to the Olympians. After 
permission from Demeter, Hermes was able 
to interview Zeus, the mighty king of the 
gods himself. 

“I was so excited to talk to the king of the 
gods… but the answers I received were 
shocking...”-Hermes, Olympian of messages

Hermes: Greetings father… I mean your 
majesty. I hope you don’t mind if I ask 
you a few questions that will hopefully 
help with my case.
Zeus: Well, if it isn’t my fellow Olympian 
Hermes! You’re lucky you came at a good 
time to talk to me. Please, let me answer 
your questions!
Hermes: Thank you, your majesty. My 
previous interviews included Demeter 
and Helios and I’ve discovered that 
Hades is the one guilty of abducting 
Persephone and where this famine has 
come from. But I have to ask, how come 
you didn’t see her abduction and why 
didn’t you do anything in your power to 
stop it?

Liam Stickland 10N

Demeter, the Ancient Greek Goddess 
of the Harvest, mourns the loss of her 
daughter Persephone to the Underworld.

Oh, woe is me! How dare he, brother 
of mine, Zeus, give my beautiful daughter, 
my beautiful Persephone, to Hades, ruler 
of many?

Woe unto them who forsaken me! 

Woe unto he who stole my precious 
Persephone from me! No more shall I live 
among traitors, no more shall I live among 
liars, no more shall I bask in the presence 
of immortals! 

Oh, but my pitiful, poor Persephone, 
my delicate-ankled, deep-bosomed daughter 
whom I call my own, snatched away from 

my own hands! Sorrow and grief plagues 
my heart, thoughts of Persephone cloud my 
mind while rage and resentment burns a fiery 
hole through my soul.

My beautiful Persephone, when will 
I be able to see your radiant face again?

Dominic Tsun 10T



Black Lives Matter Story
(Short listed in National Competition)

Only the most fortunate people in the world are lucky enough 
to come across such a person as 15-year-old schoolboy James 
Carter who is endeavouring to fight for his rights, to fight for 
the fact that black and other ethnic lives matter. Even though 
he is very sensitive, he does this because he is a very spiritual 
person with awesome leadership skills and likes to explore 
the extreme side of things. By this, I mean he likes to take his 
chances a little in almost everything he does. 

It just so happens that he is currently being bullied by a 
much older kid named Seamus Nevilles. Everyday, once school 
begins, Nevilles picks on the poor schoolboy and calls him 
‘Fames Farter’. Poor Carter doesn’t even know what to do at 
all and just smiles back as if he is tongue-tied in front of all his 
school, but especially his classmates. 

So here’s exactly what James Carter decided to do about 
it. The following summer, he started clandestine meetings 
with his community friends because he just knew that he was 

destined to get revenge against his tormentors at some point. 
He didn’t know how but he just knew he would.

And so, he started a protest with only six people  - until 
many others seemed to suddenly, surprisingly gain interest.

Throughout the summer, tens of thousands of people 
participated in this protest. Seamus Nevilles however, was not 
the least overcome due to his belief that all of this ‘kerfuffle’ 
was going to end quickly. He wondered how many people 
would join forces with ‘Fartacus’.

The protests went on for days, even weeks until the 
Prime Minister - Fred Whitley - announced it would become a 
crime to insult a person depending on their race.

As you can now see very clearly James Carter had had 
enough of people judging him just because of his race. He 
hadn’t even done anything to any other person ever. Just all 
these unnecessary messes because of how he looked.

Aarav Pradeep 7P
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THIS EVENING Persephone, daughter of Demeter, goddess 
of the harvest, was reunited with her mother after a long 
imprisonment in the Underworld by her new husband Hades. ‘I 
am thrilled to have my only daughter with me’ said the Goddess. 
‘I can spend more time with her and help mortals with their 

harvest once more’. The King of the Gods, Zeus negotiated a 
deal with Demeter that Persephone would have to spend one-
third of each year with Hades, after he gave her forbidden fruit 
from the Underworld.

Persephone declined to contribute, so it is not known 
why she was kidnapped, although it is widely speculated that it 
was on the orders of her father. She cried aloud for help while 
in Hades’ chariot, and only two beings heard her. Hecate, and 
Helios, son of Hyperion, who reassured Demeter that she was 
lucky to have the God of the Underworld as a son-in-law. This 
sent poor Demeter into a long lament. She replied: I felt like 
any other mortal, groping the streets of Eleusis, but I saw all 
the crops around me failing, and the world turned grey. I knew 
that this was because I was not fulfilling my role, but I would 
not do anything until I was allowed by my own brother to see 
my daughter. Shame on him for this terrible crime; let us hope 
the mortals cancel their Olympic Games this year, and take 
advantage of their high yields’.

The daughter of Demeter did not see the light of day for 
weeks, and was forced to marry her uncle Hades. However, the 
heroic actions of Hermes saw her released from the hellish land 
of the dead, and transported to her mother. However, Hades’ 
cunning trick of giving Persephone a forbidden pomegranate 
seed took action, meaning she will stay in the Underworld a lot 
more often now. But for now, mother and daughter are safe, 
unless ‘almighty’ Zeus revokes their deal.

Kabir Kaul 10T

The Olympian Times

Persephone Freed From The Jaws Of Hell
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Lockdown Go-kart

Chemistry Spring Progress Check Notes
Praveen Kathirvasan L6C

Back in April, once we became aware that we 
would be spending the next few months in 
lockdown, we decided to build a hill-powered 
go-kart using just basic tools and scrap wood. 
The main limiting factor was that we were 
unable to buy many parts, for example wheels 
- all we bought throughout the entire build 
process was a set of bolts. We eventually 
found some wheels from a couple of old 
wheelie bins, and the wood came from scraps 
we already had as well as a house which was 
being demolished nearby. Our screw and tool 
selections were also somewhat limited. This 
made the go-kart quite a challenging and 
time-consuming project; however it has been 
an enjoyable experience. 

After multiple redesigns and alterations, 
it now moves and steers smoothly, but we 
hope to add hand-operated brakes over the 
summer so that we can be more confident 
sending it down steeper hills.

Thomas and William 
Farnsworth L6B & 8N
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Well done to Cem in Y11,  
who used his 3D printer at home to 

create protective masks  
for NHS staff. 

Michael Rosen  
and The Bear Hunt

We are delighted to hear that Michael Rosen, 
the well known children’ author of The Bear 
Hunt, is making a steady recovery from a 
very serious case of Covid 19 which left him 
in ICU for 47 days and in hospital for over 
eight weeks.

Soon after his illness was made public, 
children began placing bears in their window 
in support of Rosen and families in the UK 
went on their own Bear Hunts around the 
local streets inspired by reading Rosen’s 
book ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.’

Michael is an avid user of Twitter and 
as soon as his health allowed, he was back 
on line again narrating, in good humour, his 
rehabilitation and return home with ‘Sticky 
McStickstick’.  He has written articles since 
then expressing his gratitude to all those 
working in the NHS in any capacity. 

Michael was in the sixth form at 
Watford Boys Grammar School and we have 
been lucky that he has returned to the 
school to give sixth form lectures which are 
always very popular.  

We hope his recovery continues and 
wish him all the best. 

Lockdown
What have you done that you are proud  

of you since school closed?
I have cooked from scratch - a lot of homemade food for my 
family like fruit salad, chicken pie, omelette and lasagne. I have 
also learnt how to play a new board game called Risk, where 
your objective is to conquer the world and world domination. 
Also I have started playing Othello and drafts with my brothers. 
At Easter I made a handmade Easter card for my grandfather 
and I bought him an Easter egg out of my pocket money. I also 
bought my biggest brother a voucher from Amazon for his 21st 
birthday out of my pocket money too. In tech I made a chain 
reaction project of a cool way to turn Christmas lights on.

When we return to school, how are you  
going to do things differently?

There will be social distancing and we have to be safer and carry 
a hand sanitizer and wash our hands regularly to stay clean and 
safe. All the restrictions will mean that there is going to be no 
contact sports for the first term of school. These restrictions 
could cause annoyance and impatience in the year groups as 
they could miss out on sporting events, social and activity days 
out. I will wear a facemask on the tube to get to and from school 
and hand sanitize my hands regularly. I will be trying to conform 
to all the new regulations put into place with social distancing.

Lewis Martin 7C
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Cooking Journey
Home cooking recipe challenge 

The next few weeks, are a great opportunity for you to go on a 
gastronomic journey to develop your cooking skills; still staying 
in isolation in the safety of your own home and only having to 
venture as far as your kitchen! (Hopefully an adult will try to get 
your ingredients as part of any other shopping they will do). 

I would like you to make recipes of your choice – perhaps 
setting yourself challenges from easy to more difficult recipes – 
depending on how confident you are – so you can make some 
tasty meals and snacks for yourself and your family.

There will be some challenges you will be faced with, for 
example: 

Some ingredients may not be available – what can I use instead?

What can I use from the fridge and store cupboards?

Can I use left overs?

How can I adapt/change recipes?

Can I make recipes healthier?

Can I make recipes to meet special dietary needs?

Aneesh Kulkarni, 7B
Sweet and Sour Chicken with Rice

Ingredients:
Red Pepper
Ginger Garlic Paste
Green Pepper
Spring Onion
Soya Sauce
Chicken Breast pieces
Rice
Sauces (Can choose different ones)  
e.g. sweet and sour or sweet chilli
Recipe method – how you made it:
1. Heat a deep frying pan 
2. Pour 2 table spoon of oil
3. Add two tea spoons of Ginger Garlic Paste
4. Stir fry for two minutes
5. Cut spring onions into small pieces
6. Add to deep frying pan
7. Cut chicken into small, thin strips
8. Add chicken into deep frying pan
9. Stir fry till Chicken is cooked – check it is   
white inside.
10. Add 1 tbl spoon of soya sauce
11. Add 2 tbl spoon of chosen sauce
12. Add Vegetables
13. Season with Salt
14. Serve with Rice
Where did the recipe come from?
Family recipe
Family/your review 
My family and I really like the dish and think it 
was delicious
How did you adapt or change any ingredients?
We added different sauces.
How you would improve the recipe.
Add a little more sauce to make it juicier.
Your top tips if someone else were to make it.
Make sure the chicken is white all the way through
Description of the dish:
It has a tangy taste and is filled with a sweet 
and sour sauce.

Daniel Kealey, 7F
Malaysian Soy Chicken

Ingredients:
Two skinless chicken breasts cut into strips
1 tablespoon of vegetable oil
100g mangetout
For the marinade
3 cloves of garlic, minced
2.5cm fresh ginger, minced
50 ml water
200 ml sweet soy sauce (ketjap Manis)
2 tablespoons oyster sauce
Recipe method – how you made it:
Mix the marinade ingredients in a bowl, then 
add the chicken strips and leave to marinate in 
a fridge for 30 mins
Heat a frying pan over medium heat until it’s 
hot then add the oil
Cook the marinated chicken for 3 - 4 minutes 
lightly tossing until the chicken is cooked 
through
Add the mange tout and any leftover marinade 
and cook for two minutes until the vegetables 
are slightly wilted
Turn off the heat and serve with jasmine rice
How did you adapt or change any ingredients? 
I used less Ketjap Manis because a bottle is 
only 150 ml this was plenty.
Description of the dish: a quick and tasty stir fry
Where did the recipe come from?
Amazing Malaysian by Norman Musa
Any problems you had and how you overcame them. 
Didn’t have any problems
How you would improve the recipe. 
wouldn’t
Your top tips if someone else were to make it.
There’s plenty of sauce so you can add more 
chicken without increasing the amount of sauce
Family/your review 
Me: fantastic
Mum: very quick and easy very yummy
Dad: delicious
Brother: good and tasty

Noah Rawlings, 7T
Chicken Schnitzel Chips

Ingredients:
4 x Chicken breasts
4 large potatoes
1x Egg
olive oil
Seasoning salt, and garlic salt
Breadcrumbs (as much as you need)
Recipe method – how you made it:
First I peeled the potatoes I cut them up into 
the shape of chips and put them in boiling 
salted water to simmer for 10 minutes.
I drained them, then mixed them in the pan 
with salt, pepper, garlic salt and oil and coated 
them all.
I transfered to the oven where take about 20 
minutes 
Whilst they were cooking I got the chicken and 
to make it as thin as possible I bashed it with a 
hammer to tenderize it too. I used 4 pieces.
I put breadcrumbs in a bowl and to them I 
added, salt, pepper and powder from a chicken 
soup mix to add flavor.
Then I coated the chicken in a beaten egg then 
dipped it into the breadcrumbs and made sure 
it was fully covered.
I heated the oil in a pan and fried each side on 
a medium heat for about 8 minutes each
By then the chips were cooked and it was 
ready to eat!
Where did the recipe come from?
This is from my mum. She cooks it for me all 
the time and it is one of my favourite meals. 
I want to be able to cook it for myself when I 
leave to go to university.
How did you adapt or change any ingredients?
My mum usually cooks it with an onion which 
I did not include as I don’t like them. I also 
added more salt then my mum does when I 
made the chips.
Any other information
We have a gas hob and it’s quite hard to 
control the temperature so the chicken doesn’t 
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burn so that was the trickiest part
How you would improve the recipe.
The chicken was slightly dry so next time will 
make a gravy which I already know how to do
Your top tips if someone else were to make it.
Make sure you when you make the coating for 
the schnitzel be careful as it can be messy and 
make sure the chicken is cooked thoroughly 
so you don’t poison your family! The chips can 
burn quickly so make sure you keep an eye 

Sajan Bheda 7P 
Homemade Pizza

Ingredients 
Dough/pizza base:
2 tsp yeast and 1 tbsp sugar in 450ml body 
temperature water
200g plain flour, 200g double zero flour, 600g 
strong bread flour, 1 tbsp olive oil and 400ml 
tap water, 3 tsp Salt
Sauce:
1 tin plum tomatoes, 2 tbsp olive oil, 4 cloves 
garlic, Sprinkle dried thyme, Sprinkle dried 
oregano, Salt to taste
Toppings: buffalo mozzarella cheese, cheddar 
cheese, Parmesan cheese, drizzle of olive oil 
Recipe method – how you made it:
Dough/pizza base:
Activate the yeast by adding it to a solution of 
sugar and body temperature water and leave 
for 30 minutes until the mixture becomes 
frothy.
Mix all the dry ingredients for the pizza base in 
a mixing bowl.
Once the yeast is activated, add it and the 
liquid it’s in to the dry ingredients.
Attach the knead and hook to the food mixer 
and turn it to a fast setting for four minutes.
Add the olive oil and tap water and turn the 
mixer setting too low for another three minutes 
until the dough forms a soft wet ball.
Grease a separate bowl with olive oil and add 
the dough into the bowl.
Leave to prove for a minimum of 24 hours.
After 24 hours, knock the dough back and 
leave to prove for another 6 hours.
After 6 hours split the dough into four pieces 
and roll out the dough on a floured surface to 
avoid sticking.
Preheat your oven to its hottest setting
Sauce:
Fry the garlic in the olive oil for no more than a 
minute and a half, add the tomatoes and other 
ingredients.
Simmer for at least one hour until it reaches 
the consistency of the pizza sauce.
Place the rolled-out dough on an oiled baking 
tray, add the sauce on top, add your toppings 
and place in the oven for approximately 4 
minutes or until the pizza crust has risen 
golden.
Take it out of the oven cut it up and enjoy.
Where did the recipe come from?

My dad
How did you adapt or change any ingredients?
I used my own preferred toppings rather than 
my dads.
Any problems you had and how you overcame them.
We didn’t have any double zero flour so we had 
to use extra plain flour instead. 
Family/your review
My dad said that the pizza was 9/10 because 
the crust could have been thinner.

Recipe 5. 11/05/20
Homemade Beef Burger

Ingredients list:
400g lean beef mince
Pinch of salt
1 egg
I slice of bread soaked in milk
Chipotle flakes
Pepper
Four tablespoons of oil to fry.
Recipe method – how you made it:
Start by soaking one slice of bread in milk until 
the bread gets dissolved into a paste. Add the 
mince beef in a shallow bowl and add the egg, 
soaked bread, salt, pepper and chipotle.
Mix well together using hands or two wooden 
spoons. Cover with clingfilm and then let it rest 
for at least half an hour.
Divide the mixture into four patties using your 
hands and fry them in a frying pan with the oil 
until cooked through.
Serve with crusty bread wedges and some 
salad with any sauce you like.
Where did the recipe come from?
America
Family/your review 
Very tasty and filling
How did you adapt or change any ingredients?
I didn’t have to
Your top tips if someone else were to make it.
Wet your hands before you form the burgers.

Jamie Robbins Form 8T
Jamie’s Rocky Road

Ingredients list: 
250g unsalted butter 
600g dark chocolate 
150g golden syrup 
400g digestive biscuits 
150g mini marshmallows 
100g glace cherries 
100g raisins
Recipe method – how you made it: 
Melt together the butter, chocolate and golden 
syrup. 
Crush the biscuits, halve the cherries. 
Stir all the ingredients into the chocolate 
mixture.
Press into 9 x 13 in tin. 
Refrigerate overnight. Cut into squares.

Any problems you had and how you overcame them.
I couldn’t get any regular digestives so i had to 
use dark chocolate digestives.
How you would improve the recipe.
I wouldn’t
Your top tips if someone else were to make it.
Put the marshmallows in last so they don’t 
melt in the hot chocolate mixture
Description of the dish: 
Sweet treat I used to bake to sell at my primary 
school
Where did the recipe come from?
my mum used to run a home bakery business, 
this is her recipe 
How did you adapt or change any ingredients? 
I could not get any mini marshmallows so I 
used large marshmallows and cut them in half
Family/your review
Me: 10/10 
Mum: delicious but bad for my waistline
Brother: very tasty 
Dad: Gobsmackingly Good!

Max Pendry, 8B
Turkey Meatballs with Feta

Ingredients list: 
Half tbsp coconut oil, 
Half red onion, 
1 pepper,
Half courgette, 
300g turkey meatballs, 
400g chopped toms, 20g feta, 
Half bunch parsley.
Recipe method – how you made it: 
Fry turkey in coconut oil 
Add onion, pepper and courgette.
Stir fry until turkey begins to brown 
Pour in chopped toms, and bring to boil
Simmer for 5 mins Ensure meat has turned to 
white 
Remove from heat Crumble over feta 
Serve with rice
Description of the dish
Homemade fresh turkey meatballs with rice 
and vegetables 
Where did the recipe come from?
Joe Wicks lean in 15 cook book
Family/your review 
It was very delicious and easy to make. We had 
some left over to freeze for another day too 
so Mum was happy! Next time I will try to use 
turkey breast mince as the thigh mince is a bit 
too rich 
Any problems you had and how you overcame them. 
No turkey meatballs in the supermarket so we 
adapted the recipe and just used turkey mince 
and added herbs such as oregano 
How you would improve the recipe.
Use turkey meatballs or turkey breast mince. 
More feta too as everyone liked that! Your top 
tips if someone else were to make it - make 
sure the turkey is cooked thoroughly.



Steam Roasted Salmon and Broccoli with 
Lime, Ginger, Garlic and Chilli 
‘The Roasting Tin’ by Rukmini Iyer
Serves: 4
Prep: 10 mins (the book says, but it took 
me 20 mins)
Cook: 20-25mins
Ingredients:
400g broccoli, cut into small florets
2 cloves of garlic, grated
2 tablespoons sesame/vegetable oil
4 salmon fillets (recipe says approx. 800g 
total, but 4 salmon fillets any size will be 
fine)
2 spring onions finely chopped
2.5cm ginger, grated
1 red chilli, finely sliced
2 tablespoons of fish sauce
4 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 limes, zest and juice
30g fresh coriander, finely chopped
55g peanuts, roughly chopped
Method:
1. Preheat the oven to 180 degrees C 
fan/200 degrees C/Gas 6.  Place the 
broccoli florets in a large roasting tin, 
scatter over the grated garlic, sprinkle over 
the oil and toss well to mix.
2. Place the salmon fillets into the roasting 
tin along with the broccoli, cover the tin 
tightly with foil, then transfer to the oven 
and bake for 20-25 minutes, until the 
salmon is cooked through to your liking.
3. Meanwhile, mix together the spring 
onions, ginger, chilli, fish sauce, vegetable 
oil, lime zest and juice, coriander and 
peanuts. Taste and adjust the levels of fish 
sauce and lime juice as you wish.
4. Remove the cooked salmon and 
broccoli from the oven and generously 
coat the salmon with dressing.  Drizzle 
the remaining dressing over the broccoli, 
and serve immediately.

We served with jasmine rice!

Mrs K Mogose

Spice up the ‘Spag Bol”
This is not exactly a recipe as such, but 
out of desperation, I cooked a Spag 
Bol sauce by frying the onions in chilli 
infused dipping oil as it was the only oil I 
had! But it gave the dish a much needed 
“kick” and the whole family raved about 
it (it’s not often my cooking gets any 
kind of mention!). This might be the way 
forward for Spag Bol henceforth in the 
Avis household.

Mrs C Avis

Home made Schwarma
Ingredients:
2 large turkey legs
Schwarma spice
To do:
1. Put turkey legs in large pot of boiling 
water. Boil and then leave to simmer for 
2 hours
2. Cut all the turkey meat off the legs and 
put in a dish
3. Cover the meat in schwarma spice and 
cook at 180 degrees for 20 minutes or 
until it is brown!
Mrs T Charlton 

Bread Recipe 
I have a great advanced bread recipe 
using a preferment known as a poolish 
which gives rise to a lovely open crumb 
and soft but chewy texture. (Poolish 
Preferment Sometimes referred to as a 
sponge or barm (although a barm is more 
technically a natural levain or sourdough 
starter), tradition has it that the term 
“Poolish” comes from Polish baker’s in 
Vienna who developed the technique of 
prefermentation, later adopted by French 
bakers. – Editor’s note)

Ingredients: 600g Strong white bread 
flour, 390ml filtered water, 0.5g instant 
yeast, 12g salt.
Stage 1, make the poolish: In a large bowl 
mix 300ml of water and the 0.5g of yeast 
with a quick stir. Add the 300g of the flour 
and combine with the water using a flat 
knife. This will make a loose porridge like 
mixture. To measure half a gram of yeast, 
measure 1g and use half.
Cover with clingfilm and set this aside at 
room temperature for 12-16 hours, it should 
double or triple in volume. To test if it’s 
ready for the next stage drop a teaspoon 
of mixture into some water. If it sinks, the 
mixture needs more time, if it floats then 
it’s good to go. If it breaks up and dissolves 
then it’s overdone.
When the mix is ready then loosen it from 
its bowl with the remaining 90ml of water 
and the salt. Gently combine the remaining 
300g of flour. Combine in the bowl using a 
flat knife again to make the dough. Knead 
lightly for 5 minutes to mix the ingredients.
For the next 2 hours stretch and fold the 
dough every 30 mins. This entails a simple 
stretch of the dough away from you and 
folding back over towards you. Rotate 
the bowl 90 degrees, stretch and fold and 
twice more. This fourfold stretch and fold is 
repeated every 30 minutes.
After letting the dough to develop for 3-4 
hours it is ready to be shaped. Turn the 
dough out and gently knock back. Shape 
into a boule/baguette or preferred shape. 
Using rice flour dust the top of the dough 
and basket. Cover with clingfilm and 
leave to prove for 4 more hours at room 
temperature or 12 hours in the fridge. 
Half an hour before baking, turn up oven 
to nearly full power, 240C. Turn the dough 
out onto a floured baking sheet and place 
in the oven. After ten minutes reduce the 
temperature to 220 and bake for a further 
20-30 minutes depending on how crusty 
you like it.
Remove from oven and place on a rack, to 
allow steam to escape from the bottom, for 
20 minutes.

Enjoy!

Mr N Clarke
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Lockdown Family Favourites
Teacher cooking and baking

Like many of the population, our members of staff have been honing their culinary skills or adapting family  
favourites because of lack of ingredients as a result of unavoidable supermarket delivery delays.
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Helping NHS Workers on the Frontline
My name is Riyan Shah and I am currently in Year 10. As an aspiring 
doctor and the founder of our Lower School Medical Society, I 
decided to offer my time to raise money to help the NHS when the 
world was facing a pandemic. I became a volunteer with Medic 
Mentor to spread awareness and gain support for the doctors on 
the front line during the COVID-19 crisis. We all face a huge amount 
of uncertainty in these unprecedented times; however, I strongly 
believe that the actions and steps one take, hugely determine the 
final outcome. Taking this into account, I thought about the measures 
I could carry out to try and help the community from my own home. 

This opportunity to campaign for the health and psychological 
well being of frontline staff was phenomenal. A chance that I simply 
couldn’t turn down! As someone with a strong passion for medicine, I 
was determined to offer my support, always giving 100% and showed 
my dedication to this worthy cause. As I compiled my campaign, I kept 
in mind the dilemma facing medical staff, treating and diagnosing 
hundreds of patients in extremely difficult conditions. The physical 
stamina of our frontline workers is incredible, but even greater is the 
mental and emotional challenges that they encounter every day. 

The skills that this volunteering experience has equipped me 
with have been invaluable. The teamwork involved in this project 
is massive - collaborating with people of all ages was vital to 
brainstorm and implement ideas to achieve real results. I have also 
been able to improve and develop my networking skills - being given 
independence to prioritise and manage the contacts I engage with. 
Above all, I have truly learnt the sincere generosity and benevolence 
of people eager to donate to this deserving cause. 

My family, friends and, indeed, WGBS responded with 
overwhelming kindness hoping to increase NHS morale and 
lift the spirits of workers on the frontline. I really feel a sense 
of satisfaction knowing that my campaigning via methods of 
fundraising, musical tributes and photography has contributed to 
allow Medic Mentor to reach their target amount of £10,000. As 
an individual, I was able to raise around £100 for the real heroes 
of society which I am extremely proud of. It just goes to show that 
even in the most unpredictable situations, if the nation unites 
together to support each other we can pull through. 

Riyan Shah 10B
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I also need help with 
figuring distance; I know 

basic ray diagrams and 
how ray diagrams of 

microscopes are. 

Building a Microscope 

Here is an onion cell I also made a X500 using 
a X5 eyepiece and a X100 
objective lens
Onion skin cell:

During the 
quarantine period I built 
a microscope because I 
was interested in the 
microscopic world. 
I built a X30 microscope 
using X10 eyepiece lens 
and X3 objective lens

Harshil Mehta

Common Sailor’s account of Battle in the British Fleet
The loud booming voice of Lord Horatio Nelson, instructing 
us to prepare for battle, rang out across the whole ship and 
suddenly a mad frenzy erupted as sailors frantically galloped 
to their station. David Smith, my cabin mate who also was 
from the tiny town of Rye, hobbled along to join me at the 
cannon station. He had been badly wounded in our last battle, 
a splinter to the hip, but he had been lucky. His brother, John 
Smith was splintered in the leg as well: the surgeon managed 
to remove it but he died from infection a few days later and 
was buried at sea along with 200 of his fellow comrades.

As the large, 4 deck enemy ship came into view 
we were instructed to prepare the cannons and fire on 
command. A tense 2 minutes later, the command was given 
and all hell broke loose. Instantly after “Fire” was shouted, 
an ear splitting explosion sent shockwaves through the 
deck and the whole deck was covered top to bottom in 
smoke. I heard at least half a dozen people coughing their 
lungs out, but I was used to it - 10 years of experience out 
at sea  had hardened me to be as tough as the calluses 
on my hands. I felt something warm trickle down onto 
my hand. The recoil of the cannon had blasted my hand 

against the wall, but it didn’t matter. One tiny little scratch 
wasn’t enough to qualify you to go to the surgeon for help; 
it was only for the people on their last legs.

30 minutes of hell passed and I was already exhausted. 
I put my sleeve to my head to brush away the sweat and felt a 
sharp pain in my shoulder, I had been hit by a splinter and it had 
gone right through my shoulder. I dropped the cannon I was 
holding and immediately rushed off to the surgeon, I could feel 
the lump of wood in my shoulder cutting off the blood. I arrived 
at the surgeon’s room to a massive queue of injured soldiers all 
waiting for help. The longest 10 minutes of my life went by and 
at last it was my turn. But my eyelids started to get heavy as I 
climbed onto the table; my vision became blurry splodges of 
colour as I lay down. The light above me stared intensely down 
as the sounds around me started to muffle, all I could hear was 
the rapid beat of my heart like a hummingbird. Time started to 
slow down before my eyes, it was like everything was in slow 
motion. Everything stopped, the light above me began to flicker 
and then. Silence.

Theo Lim 8T



Why we celebrate VE Day
Friday 8th May 2020 was a Bank Holiday and was the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day, which stands for Victory in Europe that 
marks the day in 1945, towards the end of World War Two 
(WW2), when fighting against Nazi Germany ended in Europe.  

A brief history of World War 2
Many historians believe that WW2 was inevitable following 
the Treaty of Versailles after WW1, which was very harsh on 
Germany and led to Hitler's Nazi regime rising to power and 
aggressively invading other countries. 

The war broke out when Hitler invaded Poland on 1 
September 1939. Britain declared war two days later, on 3 
September. By 1940, France had fallen and left Britain fighting 
the Nazis alone.  Part of WW2 is known as the Blitz when Britain 
was bombed by Nazi warplanes.

In June 1941, Hitler invaded Russia and in December 1941, 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour brought the USA into the 
war. The war became a truly global conflict. In Europe, terrible 
things were happening and the Nazis implemented their 'Final 
Solution' to exterminate all Jewish people.

It was not until 1942/43 that the war turned in favour of the 
‘Allies’ – Britain, USA, Russia, Australia, New Zealand and others. 
On D-Day (6 June 1944), the Allies invaded Normandy. The Soviet 
Red Army was advancing from the east.  Hitler and the Nazis were 
defeated and Germany surrendered on 7 May 1945.

On 6 August 1945, the Americans dropped the atomic bomb 
on Hiroshima, and Japan surrendered on VJ Day (15 August 1945). 
The war was over.

How I marked VE Day Part 1
My mum and I put on activities for the children on our road.  We 
planned history trails, art competitions and WW2 recipes to try.  
Here are some examples
Chorleywood Bottom Trail
We laid pictures along the road and people had to find them to 
win a win a prize.
1. Anderson Shelter 2. Buckingham Palace on VE Day 
3. Churchill 4. Churchill’s War Rooms
5. Enigma Machine 6. Evacuees 
7. George VI 8. Home Guard
9. Land Girls 10. Medals 
11. Ration Book 12. Spitfire

Marking VE Day 
As part of our celebrations we encouraged everyone on our road 
to ‘Dig for Victory’.

“Dig for Victory” was the hugely successful propaganda 
campaign set up by the Ministry for Agriculture in 1942 that 
encouraged civilians to grow their own in order to reduce Britain's 
reliance on imports. In the 1930s 75 per cent of pre-war Britain's 
food was imported by ship and the German U-boat blockade 
threatened the home front with starvation.

We are now in a different war against an invisible enemy – 
Coronavirus. There is a global pandemic and we are not allowed to 
leave our homes apart for food, medicines and exercise once a day.  

Where I live and all over the country, people with a garden 
or an allotment who have some money to spare are taking up 
growing their own vegetables, salads and fruit.  While we are not 
likely to starve, people need to get fresh air and keep occupied 
and staying in the safety of your garden growing your own food 
is very popular.  It gives people a purpose.

Here is my Dig for Victory project – it is a work in progress!  
I made a poster. It has a quote I found from Winston Churchill (British 
wartime Prime Minister). “I am easily satisfied with the very best”. 

We left our spare seedlings out for neighbours to take 
and grow. These included: Lettuce, peppers, cress, wild garlic, 
carrots, spring onions, broccoli, butternut squash, tomatoes 
and peas.  

William Nice 7F
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VE Day project
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Being a volunteer

What do you normally do?

Being a volunteer was something that I was introduced to at 
school, and at first I took it up as good work experience that I 
could use for my UCAS application. But over time it has become 
far more important than that. As a volunteer I connect with 
patients and staff through the good (like the smile on the ward 
staff’s faces as you bring them pizza, or having an amazing chat 
with a patient who has a lifetime of stories) to the difficult (such 
as trying to communicate with a patient who is confused and 
scared), but having only one of these would be to falsify the 
work of any carer, be it in a hospital, care home or wherever. 
Volunteering during the pandemic has taught me so much about 
hospitals, humanity and hope. I believe it will be an experience I 
will carry with me for the rest of my life.

It is the job of a volunteer to do the seemingly mundane: 
deliver food to patients and staff; organise patients’ belongings; 
serve tea and coffee and do some administration etc. But in 
doing this we get to spend time with people throughout the 
hospital, not just doctors, nurses and patients, but also the 
wonderful people who work on reception in women’s’ and 
children’s’ wards, the lovely people in patient affairs, the 
amazing Voluntary Services team and so many more people 
whose work isn’t often recognised. 

It’s an all-round unmissable opportunity to see what life is 
like on and off the awards, and to be able to help the NHS during 
an incredibly difficult time.

Alex Chase L6P

That’s the question I’ve been most 
frequently asked during my 2 months 
volunteering at Watford General Hospital 
along with “Why are you here?”

The first question is easily 
answered. I work in a pastoral role at 
Watford Grammar School for Boys in the 

sixth form helping to support our teenage 
students with the day to day queries 
regarding A levels and beyond.

The second question takes some 
thought; it’s certainly not where I expected 
to be spending my time when school 
was unexpectedly closed at the end of 

March. I was already very familiar with 
the wonderful work volunteer services 
provided to the hospital as in conjunction 
with them I had been taking some of our 
Year 12 students to visit patients every 
week for the past two years - primarily 
students who were considering medicine 
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Mr Nagpal  
shaved his head to raise money 
for the NHS Corona Virus Fund.

as a career but also those who wanted to 
give something back to their community.

When the email request of ‘can you 
help?’ arrived I thought I could be of use 
and I wasn’t alone. It became apparent 
at the special Covid training session that 
many people wanted to help. We weren’t 
entirely sure what we would be doing as 
these were the early days of Lockdown 
and I don’t think any of us knew the effect 
Covid 19 would be having quite so close 
to home.

The first shifts started relatively 
quietly; we visited patients, made tea 
and chatted to those who needed it. 
No visitors at all for anyone makes a 
long day in hospital feel like a week. 
Things started to change quite rapidly 
as more and more wards became Covid 
wards. Seeing staff for the first time in 
full face masks and PPE we found we had 
more and more deliveries to make. We 

took phones to patients and clothes and 
messages from home. Huge amounts of 
donations for NHS staff started to flood 
in - food, clothing and toiletries. The 
generosity of companies and individuals 
was amazing. All of these items had to 
be distributed throughout the hospital to 
Covid wards, first where staff were on 12 
hour shifts unable to leave, baking hot 
and so grateful when we appeared with 
our trolleys full of water and snacks.

I have spent time in patient liaison, 
answering the phone to the recently 
bereaved, relatives who are having to 
deal with a terrible loss in a bewildering 
time when nothing can be done as it 
once was. I have helped collect and pack 
up the personal belongings of the many 
Covid patients who were sadly lost - 
belongings that cannot be collected but 
have to be couriered back home to loved 
ones. They were packed with care and 

respect; it was the only time when on the 
way home I had to park my car and collect 
my thoughts for a few moments.

Although the volunteers have been 
of mixed ages the majority of those I 
have spent time with have been the age 
of my own students, 16 and 17 years old 
from schools and colleges across Watford 
and beyond who have walked miles, 
unloaded pallets, answered phones, 
delivered parcels, packed gift bags, made 
countless tea and run endless errands 
and they have done it all without a single 
complaint. They are students who at the 
same time are still studying at home for A 
levels next year, as well as coping with the 
unprecedented stress and uncertainty we 
are all facing. They have risen to every 
challenge and I couldn’t be prouder of 
them. 

Ms J Bertram

Lockdown 
Hair
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On Line Assemblies

T
he world has changed almost beyond recognition in 
just a few short weeks. This hoodie is from the school 
ski trip to Italy at half term. It’s amazing just thinking 
back to then, how much has changed. We had no sense 

then that this virus that had affected China, would soon have 
such an impact on Italy, then on the UK, and on so much of the 
world. 

I was in School last week to take my turn on the rota 
to supervise the children of key workers who are still coming 
in. As you saw from the videos a site, which is normally so 
full of life and noise, was eerily quiet. The School Hall that 
you saw at the end was where I had expected to be delivering 
Easter assemblies last week. And given that’s not possible, the 
Headmaster is keen for assemblies to continue online, and so 
this is the first attempt at doing that. 

I don’t know if you’d heard the song recorded by a family 
from Kent, but they presumably have a link to Watford given the 
very tasteful shirt one of the children is wearing in the video 
version. 

The song is a kind of soundtrack for Britain in 2020: 
- Families and friends separated 
- Trouble trying to talk to grandparents on Skype 
- Fighting over Internet bandwidth at home 
- No chance to cut your hair 
- Teachers filling up Google Classroom 
- Exams being pulled – something that I know may have 

been a relief to some but was a huge disappointment to many 
of you. 

I’m guessing there are several things on that list you can 
relate to. If I were to add one other feature of this time, it would 
be the extraordinary evasion tactics people use to stay outside 
of a 2m radius of each other every time they go out. 

But of course for some families, maybe yours, 
the challenges of this time are greater than those that get 
mentioned in a light-hearted song. Maybe you have been ill. 
Maybe members of your family have been ill. Maybe you know 
someone who has died from Covid-19. All those things are all 
true of me. Maybe your parents have concerns about their jobs. 
Maybe they are among the heroes on the frontline in hospitals, 
or keeping the country going. It’s important not to underplay the 

hardships many are facing and the sacrifices many are making. 
But they say that every cloud has a silver lining, and 

perhaps you have found some silver linings in this difficult time. 
I asked my Year 8 and 9 classes what they were enjoying 

about being at home. The responses? Sleeping, PS4, Netflix, 
football in the garden, trampolining, board games with family, 
eating. Strangely none of them mentioned going on Mymaths. 
When I asked my U6 classes, a lot of them said they’d enjoyed 
doing some baking. So maybe theirs will be the first generation 
of undergraduates not to live off pot noodles and kebabs… 

They are silver linings in this difficult period. Maybe there 
have been times, when you’ve not been fighting over games and 
whose turn it is to be on the computer, when you’ve enjoyed 
your family’s company, and realised how important they are to 
you. Maybe being forced to slow down has given you a chance 
to think, to appreciate your surroundings, to do something you 
wouldn’t normally have time for. Maybe you’ve learned to be 
grateful for what you do have: family, friends – even if you can 
only speak together online, food, health, a home, the internet, 
the chance to exercise daily, the spring sunshine. And maybe 
you appreciate more the things you did have but can’t enjoy 
at the moment. On Wednesday my phone reminded me it was 
the 1 year anniversary of the day I wore this shirt to Wembley 
for Watford’s FA Cup semi-final against Wolves. That experience 
seems all the more joyous to me now that all live sport has been 
cancelled. 

This is the week that Christians like me prepare to 
celebrate Easter. This is not the assembly I’d planned to give, 
but I thought I’d share one thought with you about that. 

And that’s that for Christians, Easter is the ultimate silver 
lining. This Friday is called Good Friday, which may seem like an 
odd choice of name for the day that Jesus died. In fact Christians 
believe it was the darkest day, on which the sky went black 
to indicate God’s displeasure. And yet it was a Good Friday, 
because Jesus was dying in our place, for all we’ve done wrong, 
for all we’ve taken for granted, so that we might be forgiven. 

For Christians, that’s the ultimate silver lining. But it also 
provides grounds for hope, even when the sky still seems very 
dark. Because on Sunday, Easter Sunday, we celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection: his victory over evil and death. And that gives us 

Easter
One more day of lockdown. 

One more day of the school being largely empty. 
One more day spent in our homes. 
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VE Day

hope that one day, we too will see a world without darkness, 
without evil, without death. 

That’s how I see things as a Christian, but for you too 
at this time, I hope you are finding hope. I don’t know if you 
were among the 20 million people who listened to the Queen’s 
address. In it she talked about the hope that is inspired by the 
way people are responding to the crisis: the work of those on 
the front-line, the weekly applause for the NHS, those who 
are doing their bit just by staying home. I also take great hope 
from what Mr Cooksey wrote in his end of term newsletter: 
members of the school who have volunteered at hospitals and 
care homes, Year 7 boys who wrote to the residents of a nursing 
home, those of you keeping going with music ensembles or 
learning something new. 

The Queen ended her address with the following: 
“We should take comfort that while we may have more 

still to endure, better days will return: we will be with our friends 
again; we will be with our families again; we will meet again.” 

That last line is taken from a famous song that cheered 
the nation through to better days in the Second World War. 

So for all that’s tough, for all that’s bad, there are silver 
linings, and there is hope. 

The second last day I was in school before the closure, 
was one that summed that up for me very powerfully. It was 

the day that some member of the U6 did a charity fun run to 
remember their friend who died two years ago. For those who 
knew him, the grief of his loss will be with us all our lives. But 
on that day it was wonderful to see his friends coming together 
to honour his memory and to do something that raised a lot 
of money for a good cause. Two years ago, a cherry tree was 
planted at the front of School in his memory, and 4 weeks ago it 
was just starting to bud. When I was in School last week though, 
the blossom was fully out, and to me that symbolised hope 
amidst sadness. 

So whatever these holidays look like for you: whatever 
the clouds, whatever the silver linings, may they be full of hope. 

I’m sure I speak for all the staff when I say we look forward 
to seeing you again soon. But in the meantime, stay safe and 
well.

Mr Matthews

T
his year marks the 75th anniversary of the victory of 
the allies over the Nazis and it is, I think, an important 
day for us to celebrate. Not because a violent conflict, 
the deaths of 75 – 80 million people, is something 

to celebrate but what that victory meant. The security of our 
democratic government, the rule of law and the entrenching of 
human rights. 

As we reflected upon during the week which contains 
Holocaust Memorial Day the world has not lived up to its 
promise ‘never again’ to allow the most evil of Nazi Germany’s 
policies, that of genocide, to be repeated. It is important, 
however, that the peoples of the world have something to hold 
the governments of the world to account over. 

You are here not just being educated to pass exams, 
as important as they are, we are educating you to be adults, 
parents, workers, managers and, hopefully, leaders of the 
future. We want you to be not just good citizens, but virtuous 
and pro-active citizens who will help guide our country’s future. 

Hopefully, that will not be during a time of war, in some 
part that will be for you to decide. Even if it isn’t during a 
time of war you will need to show the courage, fortitude and 
determination of the people, the Queen has called, our greatest 
generation. 

One of my great heroes, Marcus Tullius Cicero, a man who 
personally defended the democracy he knew twice. Once he 
won, and was named a national hero, and the second time he 
lost, being executed and humiliated in death by a tyrant. 

Cicero said,” Freedom is a man’s natural power of doing 
what he pleases” and much as I admire Cicero I only agree with 

him in terms of a dictionary definition of freedom. The absolute 
power to choose what one does. 

For us, for people who live in society, because that is what 
human beings do, that must surely be more. 

The more I would suggest is in two forms. Freedom must 
be exercised by people of virtue and freedom must have a 
purpose. 

Freedom exercised by people without any sense of 
morality just becomes an excuse for self-indulgence. I want 
more ice cream, so I don’t care who I have to rob, cheat or kill 
to get it. It’s my freedom at stake after all. I am free to have ice 
cream when I want it. 

Virtue is a word that is largely out of fashion but it has 
ancient and venerable roots. It traces its roots back to Ancient 
Egypt, and the goddess Ma’at who embodied the concepts of 
truth, balance, order, law, morality, and justice. The Greeks, 
people like Plato and Aristotle developed the concept and then 
the Romans got a hold of it and it really took off. In the hands 
of the Romans there developed into 24 virtues. I’m not going to 
list and explain all twenty-four. For those of you interested they 
are appearing on screen. I am going to pick just three: courtesy, 
selflessness and truthfulness 

Courtesy means recognising and respecting the fact that 
we are all human beings, all equal and all should be treated with 
respect. Simple things such as saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you’, 
holding a door open, being patient and offering to help when 
you can see that it may be needed. 

Selflessness, this is the virtue that will really set you apart 
from the crowd. Valuing society and community and recognizing 
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that at times the needs of that society or community may trump 
your own needs and desires. That is the kind of thinking and 
belief that can mean that people are willing to put their lives 
at risk to fight on the beaches of Normandy or nurse the sick 
knowing that there is as yet no cure for what your patients are 
suffering from. 

Truthfulness is what all of our relationships are based 
upon. If I cannot trust that what you say is true then I am no 
longer going to pay attention to what you say. It was one of 
the most fundamental betrayals that the Nazis’ government 
committed that they lied to their people about those who had 
Jewish heritage. Deceit is poison to meaningful relationships, 
governments cannot function properly without the trust of their 
people, marriages, work relationships, friendships, religious 
relationships and families all need truthfulness to flourish. 

As well as virtues, the other thing which freedom must 
have is purpose. That is something that many of us have 
discovered during the lockdown. With our routines put on hold 
and nowhere to go it becomes increasingly hard to motivate 
ourselves. Our lives need purpose and over recorded human 
history there have been great debates about what that purpose 
should be. 

Aristotle said the purpose of human beings was to 
achieve their deepest purpose. So, for Aristotle we serve our 
purpose when we are living our lives at the highest level of 
our capabilities. So, for example, let’s imagine you are a piano 
player. To be a great piano player requires you to work hard, and 
practise, practise, practise. 

You might decide you can’t be bothered with all that hard 
work. Instead you can by a computerised piano one that can 
play music much better than you can. So, you sit back, switch 

on your piano to play some beautiful piece of music by a great 
composer, open a packet of popcorn and invite your parents 
to listen. ‘Hey, Mum, Dad, listen to the beautiful music I can 
make’. Your Mum and Dad smile, as they see you sitting at this 
new piano. You press a button and wow! Beautiful piano music 
streams out. 

Do you feel happy? No. Probably not. Aristotle would 
argue that you might, as a musician, enjoy the beautiful music 
for a little while. 

Yet, there is something in us that needs us to try. To use 
the freedom and life we have been given to make a difference. 
For the pianist it is to play the piano, even if it isn’t as well as 
a computer that causes happiness. That is what the pianist’s 
freedom is freedom to play the piano to the best level that he or 
she possibly can. 

One of the profound differences between seventy-five 
years ago and today is that the young men and women of then 
had a purpose thrust upon them. They had to fight to protect 
themselves and their loved ones against Nazi evil and tyranny. 

We should thank God that today, you aren’t faced with 
that situation. Instead, you need to find your purpose, that is 
a part of the purpose of school and then, perhaps, university. A 
space where you can discover what you are good at and what 
you enjoy and then choose a course through life that allows you 
to do that to the very best of your ability. 

Mr Braddick-Southgate

Model of Food Chain Web (Biology)
Henry Cameron 7P
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The Site Staff
Corona virus and us

Getting ready for even the introduction of 100 boys to the School on Monday the 15th 
of June has proved to be a logistical challenge. Plan A ,B, C and D were scrapped and 
finally E was decided upon.

As for materials to actually build the equipment needed, Shaun Ditchfield, the 
Site Manager, struggled to find everything we wanted as the pandemic had limited the 
products available, especially wood!

One way systems, handwashing stations, 2 metre social distancing signs, floor 
markings (thanks Steve Sewell), roped off areas, plumbing in sinks, setting up of the 
dedicated teaching rooms (Phil Lisney…ish!), PPE, fever screening and much more 
were all achieved in 7 days.

As for myself, being seconded to the site team has been a pleasurable 
experience, which included drawing upon some carpentry skills to build 10 hand wash 
stations. Many thanks to Dave Thomsett for some hints and tips!

Many thanks also to Nienke Mitchell for her ample use of green tape and Karen 
for holding the fort at the New Field.

Going forward when this edition of the Fullerian is published who knows what 
logistical problems have been overcome. Crystal balls have sold out….

Bren Mason



TRIPS & EXCHANGES

A Doll’s House Review

PRE Visit to  
Watford Synagogue

On a nippy winters day, 65 PRE boys and 4 teachers (Mr 
Braddick-Southgate, Mrs Charlton, Dr Sadler and Mr Elsen) 
walked from the school playground to the Watford synagogue in 
Nascot Road. When we arrived we went to the main sermon hall 
where weddings, social events, and religious meetings happen. 
We sat down and watched a slideshow full of pictures of what 
life was like for Jews before the war started. It was clear that 
Jews before the war were just normal people, living normal lives.

After the talk, we were split up into several different 
groups of roughly 12 each to have a brief lesson to prepare 
us for Hannah Lewis, who was a holocaust survivor who lived 
on the Russian border of Poland. When we were split up we 
were introduced to our group leaders who gave us sheets 
of questions about what we knew about the holocaust. We 
learned who was affected, which countries were affected 
and when it actually happened. We also learned about other 
survivors’ stories including Harry Bibring who unfortunately 

passed away last year. Earlier in January, we had a talk from 
Harry’s son, Michael Bibring who talked about his dad’s story 
in the holocaust.

Finally we all went back to the main sermon hall and 
our Holocaust survivor- Hannah Lewis arrived. She gave us a 
truly heart-touching talk and she really did explain well to us 
the brutalities of the Holocaust and how that this must never 
happen again. One thing that truly stood out to me was that 
Hannah saw her own mother being shot by the Nazis. And that 
truly broke my heart and no one should ever have to go through 
the brutalities that she faced. It was now nearing lunchtime and 
we gave applause and our thanks, left the hall and made a swift 
return to school. We would like to thank Watford Synagogue and 
the PRE department for organising an interesting day out.

Bertie Elcock 9P & Nabeel Akhtar 9C

On Monday the 23rd of September, 
thirty students headed into 
central London accompanied 
by four members of staff. Having 
painstakingly journeyed for almost 
two hours - due to the inevitable 
delays on the underground - we all 
arrived to gather in the Hammersmith 
Lyric theatre. Despite never having 
read the play, let alone having 
studied it, the lower sixth students 
optimistically took our seats, 
unaware of what was to come.  

For well over two hours, we 
sat in comfort, taking in every word 
that was said. The large majority of 
us spent the entirety of the play 

believing, mistakenly, that it was 
indeed a true representation of 
Ibsen’s original; however, we soon 
realised the truth; that what we had 
witnessed was, in fact, an adaptation, 
set in India, rather than the initial 
setting of Norway. To say the least, 
it was an interesting adaptation, 
with clever scenery and costumes 
providing us with an interesting 
visual experience along with all other 
sensations.

The play consisted of some 
truly incredible acting and cleverly 
portrayed a variety of themes; 
unfortunately, the main theme- of a 
woman finally realising her power- 

was almost overshadowed as Indian 
independence was potentially a 
more prominent theme throughout 
the play. Nonetheless, it remained 
an extremely eye-opening and 
informative experience, not to 
mention enjoyable, one which will 
unquestionably prove useful come 
next Autumn, when we move on to 
studying the play for ourselves. 

Ben Smith L6R
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Battlefields Trip 2020
We woke in the early hours of the 
morning, wearied and barely awake as 
the world lay asleep in the silence. It was 
5am on a frosty February morning when 
46 of us met outside the school; a few 
of us were nervous but most of us were 
excited, spirits lifted in anticipation of 
the coming three days. 

At 8am we boarded a ferry at Dover 
and arrived at Calais an hour and a 
half later. We set off to Belgium and 
soon arrived at our first destination; 
visiting Tyne Cot Cemetery was incredibly 
moving - it set the tone for the following 
few days. We lay a wreath and, after a solemn reading, 
fell silent to pay respects. After getting back on the 
coach, we went to the Zonnebeke Memorial Museum 
Passchendaele and saw artefacts and replicas, 
learning in-depth details of the Great War. We then 
went to a cosy, local youth hostel in Ypres and to 
unwind a little in our ensuites as the sun dropped 
low towards the horizon. As soon as we had eaten, 
we attended the Last Post ceremony at Menin Gate at 
8pm where Mr Williams proudly read the Exhortation. 
We learnt that the ceremony has been taking place 
every night since 1929 (except for the four years of 
German occupation 1940-44). After we laid a wreath, 
we walked to a local store and most of us bought some 
Belgian confectionery at a bargain price. We then went 
back to our hostel and enjoyed the luxury of sleep. 

We got up the next morning ready for the day and, 
after breakfast, we headed to the Carrière Wellington 
in Arras; a network of caves used during both World 
Wars. We walked through where the soldiers would 
have been and where resistance groups had banded, 
learning stories of heroism and tragedy, loss and 
hope, stories of everyday people caught up in war. 
We then headed to the Lochnagar Crater; a massive 
chasm in the vast, flat landscape of the Northern 
European Plain, created by 60,000 lbs of ammunition. 
After a little more driving we arrived at the Thiepval 
Memorial and were once again reminded of the scale 
of the war; countless individual lives were lost in the 
fight for the country we call home today. We then 
made our way to the Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland 
Memorial and walked through trench lines, learning 
of the logistics and conditions there just over a 
century ago. We carried on our journey and arrived 

at our final stop of the day, Vimy 
Ridge. We walked through tunnels, 
learnt about the common soldier’s 
life and saw a grand memorial of 
two immense pillars dedicated to 
Canadian lives lost in the Great 
War; we were reminded that this 
was a global conflict where millions 
of lives were lost from around the 
world, from Canada to India, and 
France to Australia. 

On the final day of the trip, we 
packed our bags and left the hostel, 
walking leisurely to St George’s 

Memorial Church further in Ypres. The scale of the 
War was made once again apparent by seeing all 
the plaques dedicated by schools such as our own 
and quite a few local and familiar, to students who 
had been lost in the conflict. Our school alone lost 
97 students and staff. After paying our respects, 
we went to the In Flanders’ Fields Museum. Some 
took it in hurriedly, excited to lose themselves in the 
picturesque, cobbled streets and bustling market 
square of Ypres afterwards, whilst others immersed 
themselves in the exhibits and strings of stories 
that wove the uniform of war. Afterwards, we went 
to Sanctuary Wood and marched (at some points, 
“waded” would be a more appropriate word) through 
replica trench networks carved inside some woodland; 
we were prepared, thankfully, but that put us in the 
boots of a soldier during the War, giving us a glimpse 
into the horrific conditions many faced. After exploring 
the trenches, we went to the final destination of the 
trip before home: the Essex Farm Cemetery. Here, we 
laid a wreath and “In Flanders’ Fields” was read, as we 
observed a minute’s silence before rows of those that 
had lost their lives for our freedom. Finally, we crossed 
the Channel back home, tired yet appreciative of the 
trip and our newfound experiences. 

A special thank you to Mr McDermott, Mr 
Silver, Mr Wallis and Mr Williams for this life-changing 
experience. 

This trip has been run several times and has 
changed so many young men who have embarked 
on it; it was a journey through time and a solemn 
reminder for us to be grateful for living in times of such 
relative peace. We will remember them. 

Caleb Huang 10B



O
n 5th February, I went on an Art trip to Warner 
Bros. Studios - the Making of Harry Potter. It was a 
wonderful day that I really enjoyed.

We gathered at the school and walked to 
Watford Junction, where we caught the Warner Bros bus to the 
studios. We arrived there after about 20 minutes and walked up 
to the entrance. There were statues of the transfigured chess 
pieces from the first film outside, where we waited for our 
special school trip security wristbands. When we got them, we 
went inside the building.

We were taken upstairs to a restricted access room, where 
we were then walked through the process of how Warner Bros. 
made the Harry Potter films - from the storyboard and location 
scouting to the props and the prosthetics. It was fun, engaging 
and informative!

After our session ended, we were taken back down to the 
ground floor, where we then entered the main studios. After a 
quick briefing, we walked through the giant double doors into 
the Great Hall. 

It was a fantastic experience. We walked through sets and 
collections of props, each with their own story. There was the 
Gryffindor common room, the potions classroom, the Ministry 
of Magic fountain, the Forbidden Forest - everything. There were 
also interactive areas, with a green screen filming section where 
they would film you on a broomstick, and a ‘find the golden 
snitch’ hunt that went throughout the entire experience. After 
walking through platform 9, we stopped for lunch in the cafe, 
where many of us bought butterbeer, which was delicious. We 
then went on to an area dedicated to the prosthetics and models 
used for the film. It was extremely interesting!

After the prosthetics and models we walked through the 
main hall of Gringotts. It was a massive, stunning room full of 

lights and marble. Past the main hall of Gringotts were some 
of the vaults and the cart for reaching them. As we went on we 
passed through the main hall after it had been destroyed. A 
screen was playing a video of the rest of the hall and a dragon 
that ran towards you and breathed fire on the opposite wall but, 

apart from the dragon, there was no 
way of telling that it was actually a 
screen.

Past the Gringotts area was 
Diagon Alley, which was full of 
colourful shops. Unfortunately, we 
couldn’t enter any of them but we 
could look through the windows. 
They were full of items from the 
wizarding world. Beyond Diagon 
Alley were models of sets leading 
up to the final attraction - the model 
of Hogwarts Castle used for filming 
the outside. It was massive, and very 
impressive. The lighting of the room 
helped to immerse you in the model, 
making you feel almost as if you were 
there, standing outside Hogwarts.

Joseph Haddo 8N
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Warner Bros. Studio trip



British Museum Visit
Pupils from Year 8 Classics Department started off the new 
school year with a visit to the British Museum to the new Troy 
Exhibition. It was an unmissable opportunity to see some of 
the artefacts and pictures from the Ancient World that they are 
studying. The artefacts in the exhibition cover a period of 5000 
years and include items that had been inspired by Homer’s 
greatest epics: The Iliad and The Odyssey and these fascinated 
the students. 

There was also time to explore some of the other parts of 
one of the world’s greatest museum (which is free to visit) and 
the group saw the Rosetta Stone and visited some 3000 year 
old mummies. 

Thank you to Mr Pontin, Miss Streets and Mrs Barnes for 
arranging the trip.

T H E  F U L L E R I A N  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  5 9

Thorpe Park Physics Trip
In October 2019 the year 10 Combined Science students 
were lucky enough to have the very interesting opportunity 
to go to Thorpe Park. There was a very exciting build up to 
this trip and it certainly delivered; not only was there the 
excitement to experience the true thrill of Thorpe park but 
it gave us an opportunity to look at physics in a different 
light. Many came to understand how physics explains 

the workings of a rollercoaster park. I would personally 
like to thank the whole science department at Watford 
Boys for giving us the amazing experience that was truly 
memorable. It is certainly a trip many peers and I will never 
forget.

Jude Dallas 10P



Portrait of a Partnerstadt
The Mainz Cathedral: Two Men, One Mission
At dawn on a Market Day, the Gutenbergplatz is invariably bristling 
with life. Even as the red light spills over the horizon to lacquer 
the Renaissance rows with a burnished glaze, you can see the 
salespeople eagerly unloading wares from worn-out crates. Their 
itching palms hurriedly arrange goods. The marketeers work by 
an array of flagpoles, bearing scarlet flags emblazoned with the 
six-spoked wheel of Mainz, the Capital of Rhineland-Palatinate, 
Germany. The stalls spring up like hardy snowbells in the chilly 
spring air. The Rhineland is yet to have recovered from its frigid 
winter, when the pockmarked cobbles iced over and viscous snow 
clung to hoary gables - the sunlight still lacks warmth. White breath 
rises from blue lips up the red-sandstone Cathedral spire, which is 
predominant on the skyline.

It’s the backdrop to a fairy-tale. A town ripped from some 
ambiguous, prosperous, pre-industrial period and lowered into 
Federal Germany’s bosom, the Germany of industrial urbanism, 
European integrationism and war-on-terrorism. That’s not to say 
it’s unique per se - a smattering of well preserved or restored town 
centres can be found in the Rhine Valley alone. Still - the beauty of it 
is somewhat alien to an Englishman, from a land where the modernist 
love affair with concrete took hold. Watford and Mainz, sister cities, 
yet so different - and Anglo-German bonds only continue to loosen. 
What place has an Englishman here, in this town of Teutons, but 
to gaze with admiration at the towering steeple of the Mainzer 
Cathedral? Happily - assuredly - he has another place. For the seed 
whence that Romanesque behemoth sprouted, Christianity, came to 
Mainz from no place other than early Medieval Albion herself. Hark 
ye, for this is a tale of Anglo-German cooperation which Brexiteers 
would balk at in the present day!

The year 672 Anno Domini was no insignificant one in the Kingdom 
of Wessex. The king was at war with neighbouring Dumnonia, and 
this year was to be his last. However, it was not a death, but a birth 
which was to be of greater import: a babe called Wynfrith, born 
of Exeter, on the border between Wessex and 
Dumnonia. Born in the cradle of two kingdoms at 
war; born by an invading people; yet born, not to 
be a conqueror of land, but a crusader for Christ.

Wynfirth grew and saw his future laid out 
for him in the family trade - and turned his back. 
He joined a monastery against his father’s wishes, 
then studied at Nursling. There, the oaken doors 
of the monastic library invited him, shelves lined 
with the great works of the day - Donatus, Priscian, 
Isidore - names which evoked as much excitement 
(and reverence) to those early medieval monks 
as Shakespeare, Dickens, Austen do to our 
modern ears. Wynfirth became an intellectual, 
his knowledge of church unchallenged, his 
ecclesiastic excellence unequivocal. When the 
leader of the monastery died in 712, his future 
was once again laid out for him. Was Wynfirth 
to become leader of the monastery, keyholder 
of the great Nursling library which he had so 
dearly treasured? He was not - for Wynfrith felt a 
divine wind on the leaves of the gourdy yews, a 
divine wind stirring in the cloisters, a divine wind 
drawing him from the familiarity of Wessex across 
the Channel to mission. Frisia beckoned, and 
Wynfrith, servant of the Lord’s will, duly obliged. 

And he knew it not - but to the 
shores of England he was never to 
return again.

The farming peoples of Frisia 
were reluctant to renounce their 
pagan ways, but Wynfrith spoke 
truth to plowers, and soon, men of 
the Low Countries were becoming 
acquainted with the Most High. 
It’s difficult not to feel awe. I was 
impressed. God was impressed. 
Even the Pope was impressed, and 
so, in 717, the humble Wynfrith 
bent his humble steps to Rome, and 
returning home he was Wynfrith no 
longer - the Pope had graced him with the name Boniface. Latin: 
Bonifatius - “Good Fate”. It was perhaps this good fate that led 
him South, into the land of his forefathers, the Saxons, and to the 
heathen Germanic tribes beyond.

Here, at the heart of Europe, his discipleship grew only 
further, pagan practices abolished where he preached, barbarian 
peoples reached. Miracles came to pass in abundance. Perhaps most 
famously, at Winter Solstice, he encountered Donar’s oak, holy to 
pagans, unholy to God. Enraged at the idolatry, he hacked it with an 
axe, before that same divine wind returned, felling the tree in a single 
gust. And from the stump of the slain giant grew another tree, which, 
the next year, converts adorned with decoration to celebrate Christ’s 
birth (their pagan ways quickly forgotten, of that we can be thankful) 
- thus the first Christmas tree came into being. Such wondrous things 
were commonplace in the wake of Boniface’s ramblings.

And where else was he to end up, but at that Roman settlement 
at the confluence of the Rhine and the Main, the city of Mainz? Here 
the Pope made him Archbishop, and he planted the seed of Christ 
deep in those fertile alluvial soils. Just as he had been born on the 
frontiers of Wessex, he would grow old on the frontiers of Christian 

Europe. Boniface was probably not so convinced 
about his “good fate”, when a bandit drove a 
sword into his heart in his later years, leaving him 
to bleed out by the roadside - but by then his seed 
had already begun to blossom.

You can see the flowers of his success on 
the Mainzer skyline. Steeples like stalks spring 
from the soil - die Augustinekirche, die Kirche 
St. Stefan, die Christuskirche. But the Cathedral 
dwarves them all, the grandeur of its rising walls 
somehow emphasised by their austerity. Unlike 
the intensely opulent painting and marblework 
of the Rococo Augustinekirche, the Romanesque 
Cathedral is a blunt instrument, inspiring awe by 
scale, not detail. The glaring facades owe their 
aspect to another individual, whose tale is just as 
intriguing as that one above.

Some years after Saint Boniface’s unfortunate 
end at the end of a sword, a babe was born of a 
wheelwright in Saxony - a not uncommon happening 
in Europe at this time, for carts needed wheels 
and wheels needed wheelwrights and wheelwrights 
needed women (as working away at wheels from 
dawn to dusk can make a man lonesome). However, 
this birth, just like Wynfrith’s, was one of those 
historical events which are only imbued with 
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importance retroactively. And though the World knew it not, the child 
called Willigis was to build, quite literally, upon Boniface’s legacy.

Much to the upset of Willigis’ father, Willigis was not drawn 
to wheels, but to books. As history repeated itself (like a wagon 
wheel a’turning) this child turned away from the future laid out to 
him, and to a life of God and Government. In not too long a time he 
too held the office of his spiritual forbearer: Archbishop of Mainz. 
Was there a unique Saxon bond that drew these two men to the 
same city? Or perhaps their shared office was indebted to the hand 
of God? Maybe it was just an accident? Nobody knows - but what 
we do know is that back in the summer of ‘75 (975, that is), Willigis 
started to build. The Cathedral he imagined was one of immense 
proportions and of impressive design. The main chancel was 
located on the West, strikingly resemblant of St. Peter’s Basilica, for 
Willigis envisioned a new Rome on the Rhine, and core to that vision 
was the Cathedral.

But Lo! See how the men of Mainz spurn him! These 
aristocrats of high birth may have lived in an Archbishopric, but 
Satan nonetheless corrupted their hearts. 

“A Wheelwright?” they snorted with contemptuous countenance. 
“A Wheelwright, as our Archbishop? It simply cannot be.” You can hear 
the supercilious haughtiness all these years later. Ignorant to the lowly 
origin of the first Archbishop of their city, they spewed their derision 
from a place of envy, and conspired to humiliate the God-servant 
Willigis. New moon: as darkness hung over Mainz - the shrouding, 
obliterating, viscous darkness, the absolute, pre-electric bulb darkness 
- these plotting patricians approached the parsonage. As Willigis 
snored, they seized his door, and in crimson-red, hurried brushstrokes, 
they marked it with a six-spoked wheel. That would make it everything 
clear - the town would know his lowly wheelwright beginnings! And 
with this cruel act, they disappeared into the night, as blind to their sin 
as they were in black backstreets.

The Lord, in any case, was not having any of it. When Willigis 
woke (for the Lord was not one to wake people from happy slumber, 
and what happy, happy dreams dear Willigis was having!), the Lord 
blessed him with patience and wisdom, so that when Willigis saw 
the sticky slatherings of the six spokes, he declared to himself: 
“Willigis, remember where you came from”. In an impassioned 
flurry he sketched the six-spoked wheel and had it branded on his 
ensign, a constant reminder of his wheelmaking origins. And where 
else can we see the six-spoked wheel, but on the ensign of Mainz 
to this day, fluttering in the frosty breeze on the Gutenbergplatz!

Meanwhile, Willigis’ Cathedral rose over the town, over the 
affairs of men on the cobbles beneath, up to the heavenly places on 
high. As it rose, so did the importance of Mainz, which along with 

Trier and Cologne, formed the trio of Rhenish electors spiritual to 
the Holy Roman Empire. Willigis himself was an archchancellor, and 
his city was burgeoning.

Christmastime in 983 was marked perhaps less by the Christ 
child, and more by another child, namely Otto III, whose coronation 
at Aachen as Rex Romanarum (‘the Roman King’) had arrived. At 
just three years old was the crown to be lowered upon his head. 
And who better to lower it than our God-fearing wheelwright’s son, 
whose duty was now to set the wheels in motion of an Emperor’s 
reign? As the snow anointed the red cathedral a celestial alabaster, 
Willigis lowered the Reichskrone on the young boy’s head. In the 
corner, a Christmas tree, bedecked and bejewelled sumptuously, 
gleamed: Boniface’s blessing.

And so Willigis transformed Boniface’s teachings into 
towering spires, and himself reached the heights of his legendary 
predecessor. In 1009, the Cathedral was inaugurated, and two years 
later the great Cathedral-builder, Archchancellor and wheelwright’s 
son died happy and returned to his dreaming in the heavenly realm. 

See, then, how these two men have so shaped this city, 
Boniface who planted and Willigis the gardener. The marketeers 
twaddle on the cobbles, business beginning in the bitter breeze. 
The great Cathedral rises behind them. As I sit in the cafe opposite, 
and admire the beauty of the surroundings, the six-spoked wheels 
of Mainz flutter, and the Great Statue of St Boniface stands guard, 
eyes worn from watching over a millennium of Christian history - a 
history which, in Mainz at least, began with him.

And so, perhaps an Englishman can feel at home in this fairy-
tale place, with the grace given to us in Saint Boniface.

Note: These accounts draw from  
both historical records and folklore.

Luke Dale L6F
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Expedition to Tanzania

T
he expedition began on the 19th July and lasted 
for around 4 weeks. Our team consisted of Paul, 
the expedition leader, 2 teachers, Mr Rowe and Dr 
Sadler, and 17 pupils from years 11 to 13. While we 
were in Tanzania, we had two main tasks: to climb 
Mount Meru and to assist at 6 different camps 

scattered across the country.
The first camp was Msaranga and was located near a 

school on the outskirts of Moshi, a fairly large town in the north 
of the country. We were there for 5 days and in that time we 
helped out clearing the area in front of a local school, before 
using concrete and then a layer of cement to make a smooth 
step up to one of the classrooms. The locals had asked for this 
to be done as a child had recently tripped on the previously 
rough steps and damaged their knee, meaning they had to be 
taken to hospital. The workload came as quite the shock to the 
system for many of us as the hours in the African heat combined 
with the strenuous tasks of mixing cement and transporting 
rocks and sand proved quite demanding. After we completed 
our work, we were introduced to one of the classes who then 
challenged us to a game of football.

We then moved on to the second camp, Kidia, which was 
primarily for altitude acclimatisation before the mountain trek 
but we also did project work there, again helping a school, 
which involved filling sandbags with dirt to place on paths to 
and from the school to help protect the paths from erosion 
which was making them unsafe. The validity of this solution did 
come into question after we realised that the hole we had been 
asked to dig in order to provide the dirt for the sandbags was 
directly undercutting the path we were making! 

We then moved onto our mountain trek up Mount Meru, 
which was scheduled to take 4 days to complete. After the first 
day of walking, which took around 3 hours, we had managed 
to climb from 1700m to 2500m. The second day was more 
difficult as we climbed another 1000m up to 3500m. It was at 
this point that I began feeling altitude sickness but I was still 
able to complete the 300m climb up to the peak of Little Meru 
later that day. However, I was unable to sleep that night and so 
upon getting up at midnight, I was already exhausted before 
the proposed 10 hour trek to the summit and back. We left at 
1am on a mission to see the sunrise; after around three hours 
we entered a dust storm which cut off almost all visibility and 
added to the harsh conditions, freezing temperatures and high 
altitude. After around 4.5 hours and an 800m vertical gain, it 

6 2  T R I P S  &  E X C H A N G E S



It was my second time skiing with school, so I eagerly awaited this trip. Bags 
packed I joined my friends to board the coach.
However, I hadn’t anticipated the length of journey. Unfortunately the coach 
broke down after a six hour wait for the ferry. But the teachers kept our 
spirits up so the time flew. After spending the following day in and out of a 
French Mall, fully stocked up on KFC we departed for Folgarida. Arriving at 
the hotel, we were allocated our rooms, quickly unpacked and changed to 
fit our skis and boots from the ski rental. It felt brilliant to be on the slopes 
at last. 

Half term is the best time to ski with almost guaranteed sunshine the whole 
week and perfect snow - it didn’t disappoint! We found our ski legs and were put 
into ability groups. After a day of travelling and skiing we were shattered, so we all 
went back to the resort, relaxed and were early to bed. 

The next day we woke up early and had breakfast. We put our skis and 
boots on quickly and went straight up the gondola to ski school. Our instructors 
were there waiting for us and once our group was together we went straight 
up the chair lift. We went on a variety of slopes, including black, red and blue 
runs. I loved the slalom course and as the week progressed, we went on more 
challenging slopes every day. 

Our lunch was great. We had pasta and chips every day which was 
delicious. We also got to enjoy the snow during the break. Dinner wasn’t as good 
but filled us up all the same. Breakfast was a buffet so you could have as little or 
as much as you like. Hot chocolate was an absolute must.

After a long day skiing we came back to the hotel and had a shower 
and every night we did a different activity which included apres ski, pizza 
night which was delicious and quiz night which was good fun.

After a brilliant week, we said our goodbyes and were given a 
substantial packed lunch to last the journey. Huge thanks to the teachers 
for organising such a great trip and coping so well with the delays- it didn’t 
dampen the holiday one bit.

Overall this trip was good fun and I would love to do it again and 
perhaps even try the slopes of North America next time.

Lucca Patel 9C

was decided that everyone should be given the chance to turn 
around and head back to camp. Around half the group chose 
then to return to camp rather than continue the ascent, however 
the other half did manage to summit.

After leaving the mountain, we then went to Tanga, 
the coastal camp, where we would stay for 7 days. Our work 
there was to help plaster the walls of a pair of recently built 
classrooms, on both the inside and outside, as well as helping 
to make the supports for the roof and benches for the teachers’ 
room. While we were at Tanga it was Saif’s birthday and the 
local staff treated him to a traditional Tanzanian birthday 
celebration that involved banging pots and pans, dancing and 
drenching him in water. 

The next camp we went to was Ndarakwi, where we only 
spent 2 days but went to meet the Masai tribe, went on a walking 
safari and learnt how to make paper out of elephant dung. Our 
final camp was Manyara, where again we were working to help 
locals, this time by mixing and laying concrete to make the floor 
for a local nursery that was in the earliest stages of construction. 
We also went on a driving safari in the local wildlife park where 
we were able to see a wide range of animals including a herd of 
elephants, giraffes, warthogs and eagles. This concluded our trip 
and on the 15th August we returned to the UK.

William Leach L6P
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ICELAND

O
n the 26th of October, 2019, we embarked on a 
breathtaking and magical trip to Iceland, the Land 
of Ice and Fire. We arrived at Heathrow Airport, 
loaded our suitcases onto the plane, and set off 
on this extraordinary six day trip. After a three hour 
flight aboard Iceland Air, we arrived at our hotel, 

Hotel Örk, exhausted.
The first day was by far one of the best days, as we explored 

many breathtaking sites. We first drove to Thingvellir National Park, 
and explored its geological value and vast frozen rivers. It held the 
world’s oldest parliament, where we could cross continents, as 
the Mid-Atlantic ridge lies there. Then we travelled to the famous 
town of Geysir. We witnessed powerful Geysirs violently thrust 
their sulphur high into the air, with people frantically running away 
as they were showered with boiling water. Everywhere we looked 
around, everywhere we went, colossal mountains were always there 
to greet us. Our last stop was Gulfoss, a wide waterfall attracting 
thousands of people.
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In the night, we waited with great anticipation as we 
witnessed the Northern Lights dance above our heads. We 
stood there, cameras out, and our eyes fixed on the lights in 
the bitter cold. We all knew that this was something we might 
never see again in our entire lives, so every moment outside 
was worth it. Although we only saw them once, they were truly 
beautiful.

In the days that followed, we visited more geological 
wonders, such as the Skogafoss waterfall. Although large 
chunks of slippery ice made us trip on the way to the waterfall, 
that did not stop us from seeing its beauty. We even hiked up a 
glacier, and it was sad to think that this colossal landform might 
slowly melt away, due to climate change. We were taken to 
various museums, such as the Lava Centre and the Hverageroi 
Earthquake Exhibition where we learned about the natural 
landforms of Iceland.

We put our understanding into practical use by hiking 
around in the Icelandic wilderness, where we met three lively 
and eager hiking guides. They helped us trek through the 
uneven terrain of the mountains. The guides let us swim in 
the natural, geothermally heated rivers, and we walked for 
some two hours back to the hotel. Apart from staring at the 
jaw-dropping landscapes that we passed, we saw what we 
believed to be Atlantic Salmon, in the wild, attempting to jump 
over a waterfall. These elusive creatures were extremely fast at 
jumping, so it was hard to tell what they actually were!

Lastly, we explored the surprisingly quiet town of 
Reykjavík and saw how geothermal energy is used in Iceland 
in people’s daily lives. Needless to say, we could not miss the 
experience of swimming in the Blue Lagoon! The Lagoon is man 
made, but it is filled with natural silica that makes it look blue. 
It was bustling with tourists from all around the world and, after 
all, it is Ireland’s most popular destination!

A massive thank you to Miss Edmonds, Mr. Grinham, Ms. 
Field, Mr. Chase, Mr. Beere and Mr. Jacobs for making this a trip 
of a lifetime!

Aryan Kaul, 10 N
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Politics Visit to Washington

W
ashington, D.C. – the capital city of the only 
currently-extant superpower on Earth; a 
city that houses the political heart of the 
United States of America, arguably making 
it the most important city on Earth (at least, 

according to any politics student worth their salt). Politics aside, 
DC is the twentieth most populated city in the USA and one of 
the most visited cities in the world, attracting twenty million 
tourists annually. I hope I don’t underestimate the significance 
of this city, nor my excitement to visit it. Prior to the trip, I had 
never actually been outside of Europe and I was very keen to see 
a portion of the world beyond, particularly America. I, like many 
on the trip, grew up consuming American media and cultural 
images of the nation, not to mention how students from the 
Upper Sixth were now studying US Politics as part of the Politics 
course. This adventure was one of both academic and personal 
interest to many of us. 
 We arrived in Dulles International Airport, Virginia at around 
2pm local time, following an incredibly long flight. The sun was 
almost offensively bright, considering that, back at home, it 
would have been seven in the evening. Our flight had excellent 
service from British Airways, with the wide selection of films 
each passenger could watch being a particular highlight of 
mine. We took a short coach ride up to our hotel in D.C., passing 
the Washington Monument on our way. After a quick debriefing 
in the lobby, we all made our way to our rooms, unpacked and 
squabbled over who claimed which bed, making full use of the 

free Wi-Fi provided. My room, particularly, had a spectacular 
view as it was located on the corner of the block, overlooking 
11th Street. 

Following this, the entire group had a walk to the 
Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial. This was a 
special treat for many of us, as these iconic monuments were 
previously only available to us through Hollywood films (most 
notably, Captain America: The Winter Soldier’s opening scene 
which I’m not ashamed to say I referenced numerous times over 
the course of our stay). We would later have dinner at the Hill 
Country BBQ: an all-singing, all-dancing, all-bells-and-whistles-
attached American steakhouse. Reflecting on it, I truly believe 
I’ve never been so full before or since that meal. 

Stumbling away, with our hunger satiated and then some, 
we all made our way back to the hotel. Initially, I had hoped that 
jet lag wasn’t as bad as rumour made it out to be. The first night 
proved that I was sorely mistaken. I had awoken at 3am, the 
lights in my room still on, lying on top of my untouched duvet, 
with my other four roommates still asleep. I must’ve crashed 
shortly after 10pm which, to be fair to myself, was 3am back in 
the UK. Anyway, I’d kept awake in my room until 7:30, at which 
point I went downstairs to join Mr Ponte and a small handful 
of other students on a run. The run was scenic, enjoyable 
and served as a tenuous justification for all the calories I was 
going to consume this week. We then came back to a glorious 
breakfast buffet with all the trimmings. The day then saw us 
attend a talk from Greenpeace about their activism. While 
this was happening, Greenpeace was protesting on Capitol 
Hill; a protest which saw actors Ted Danson and Jane Fonda 
get arrested. We would later be on Capitol Hill that very day, 
admittedly to less fanfare. This day took us around the White 
House, Pennsylvania Avenue and the Capitol Building; giving 
our prior Politics lessons a very real context. However, for me, 
the true highlight of the day (and perhaps even the week) was 
dinner at Ben’s Chili Bowl; a landmark restaurant founded in 
1958 during segregation by Trinidadian-born immigrant Ben Ali 
and his then-fianc é e (later his wife), Virginia. The restaurant 
was massively iconic, having been visited by many important 
celebrities over the course of its impressive history – none more 
significant than Barack Obama, who dined here on his first 
night as President in January 2009 alongside D.C. Mayor Adrian 
Fenty. The food was phenomenal, the service was friendly and 
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we simply could not get enough of the bottomless 
drinks and fries.

The next day saw us attend Arlington 
Cemetery, the resting place of approximately 
400,000 people, including the 35th President of 
the United States, John F. Kennedy. It is also the site 
of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a monument 
dedicated to the lives of all fallen soldiers, 
particularly those whose remains could not be 
identified. The sheer patriotic grief of Americans 
around us visiting the grave was palpable and 
evoked empathy on a very deep level. 

We would later make our way to a collegiate 
soccer game between the local Georgetown Hoyas 
and the team of Marquette; arriving late to the game because 
of some hilarious misdirection. We would then be let loose on 
the Pentagon City Mall, armed with a rebate of fifty dollars due 
to the fact that the restaurant we had booked for the evening 
was, in fact, 400 miles away... in Georgetown, Kentucky. The 
shopping trip was memorable, due to the fact that we had so 
many options for clothing and food, most of which were not 
available in our local shopping centres back home.

The next day saw us attend the National Archives, which 
house the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Declaration 
of Independence, not to mention many other important 
documents and artefacts (including, surprisingly, the 1297 
version of the Magna Carta). We were also allowed to visit 
whichever Smithsonian museum we wanted. Personally, as 
a budding journalist, I was most interested in the Newseum 
(which, unfortunately, as of the 31st December 2019, has closed 
permanently), a museum which documented the news industry, 

its history and its culture, while promoting the First 
Amendment and freedom of the Press. The museum 
housed an impressive collection; including debris 
from the 9/11 World Trade Centre attacks, the 
sewing machine used to make the first Gay Pride 
flag, a casting from the prison door which Martin 
Luther King Jr. was imprisoned behind, the car used 
in the failed bombing of Times Square in 2010, 
iconic framed headlines from throughout history 
and countless other items I seriously wish I had 
the ability to list. The loss of this museum deeply 
upsets me, as it is the only museum that has ever 
engaged me to such a degree. 

In the evening, we ate at Pi Pizza, a pizza 
restaurant a short distance from our hotel. This was my first 
taste of proper, deep-dish American-style pizza and, well, I 
became very full very quickly (partially due to the fact that I 
was seemingly the only person in our entire group capable of 
eating a Hawaiian pizza, so I had to consume one before I got 
to my own pizza. I know; this is the burden that I must bear.). 
We would then enjoy our last night in the city. Some visited the 
monuments in the dark; some went to their favourite shops one 
last time. My room? We decided to watch IT (2017) on the TV and 
some televised poker, before calling it a night. 

Overall this was an immensely memorable and enjoyable 
trip.  Thanks to Mr Ponte for leading and making us walk so 
many miles and Ms Riaz for organising. As someone who 
enjoys my current affairs this was truly inspiring and I highly 
recommend it to future students of Politics

Will Noakes U6F
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STUDENTS’ WORK
A carbon tax is insufficient to deal with the challenge 

of climate change and instead we should invest in new 
technologies.” Do you agree?

Ben Walldock’s essay entry to the prestigious Young Economist 
of the Year Essay competition was highly commended by the 
judges.
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
unless global carbon emissions are halved by 2030, the Earth will 
face global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels (Allen et 
al., 2018). While this figure may appear negligible, it actually could 
spell devastation for all life on Earth. For humanity, more extreme 
weather patterns will affect the livelihoods of many, particularly 
the poorest, despite the fact that most of the damage has been 
inflicted by rich nations. This inequity is one that must be dealt with, 
spearheaded by those nations that have contributed so greatly to 
this global crisis. 

In assessing the best solution we must consider which 
policy or which combination is the most cost effective i.e. which 
approach achieves the target of halved global emissions by 2030 at 
a minimum cost to society. One way to illustrate how effectively we 
deal with climate change is through the use of Kate Raworth’s (2017) 
model of the ‘Doughnut Economy’. ‘Doughnut Economics’ considers 
the ‘safe and just space’ for an economy to be working within, in 
which it satisfies two conditions: essential social foundations are 
being achieved whilst not overshooting pressure on environmental 
systems. Given that, globally, we are currently producing over 
37.1bn tonnes of CO2 each year (Muntean et al., 2018) - that’s 
over 400% of what it was in 1950 (Committee on Climate Change, 
2019) - it is fair to say we have burst through the ‘ecological ceiling’, 
causing a considerable overshoot which needs correcting. As the 
IPCC has emphasised, “the window of opportunity to limit global 
warming and its dramatic consequences is closing fast” (IPCC, 
2014).

A primary method of carbon pricing, carbon taxing is a 
widespread policy which begins to internalise the external costs 
of carbon emissions. Worldwide there are already 29 (primarily 
national) carbon taxing schemes (World Bank Group, 2019) which 
all essentially aim to shift the burden for the damage inflicted, to 
those which the market deems the most responsible. Acting as an 
alternative to a strictly regulated market, in which the specifics of 
where the burden is shifted to is dictated by a powerful regulatory 
body, the carbon tax gives producers vital flexibility. This flexibility 
allows production to reach its most efficient level as it sends a 
signal to producers, allowing them to decide if they are willing to 
stop polluting entirely, innovate to reduce emissions whilst still 
producing or to continue polluting the same amount however 
paying the price set by the tax. Favouring productively efficient, 
low-carbon firms, a carbon tax drives out high-carbon producers 
in the long run. In the UK in 2013 a minimum price for carbon was 
implemented which is, in effect, a carbon tax. After just 3 years 
of the price floor, total carbon emissions produced in the UK had 
fallen 25% from that of 2010 and in the electricity sector, carbon 
emissions had dropped a mighty 50% from 2010 (Carbon Tax Center, 

2018). This therefore would appear to be a great success and a step 
towards environmental sustainability.

The problem however, is that carbon taxes don’t necessarily 
lead to a desired level of carbon emissions. In other words, they 
lead to an unspecified outcome wherever the market resolves what 
the optimal quantity produced should be. Furthermore, in relation 
to the supply of household energy, which in the UK makes up 40% 
of total carbon emissions (Committee on Climate Change, 2016), 
most of the tax burden is shifted on to the consumer due to the 
inelastic nature of household energy consumption. Lower income 
households spend a larger proportion of their total income on 
energy than those of higher income, we would therefore assume 
the tax to be regressive. It is then worth considering whether we 
are breaching the essential foundations of social equity in order to 
achieve environmental sustainability which, as stated earlier, would 
mean the economy is working outside of the ‘safe and just space’ of 
‘the doughnut’. Thankfully these are not unavoidable issues.

Carbon taxing is a policy often used alongside an emissions 
trading system (ETS) which works on the principle of cap and trade. 
Cap and trade systems set a limit on total emissions, distribute 
emissions permits and allow low-carbon firms to sell their extra 
allowances to over-polluting firms. The EU ETS, initiated in 2005, is 
a cap and trade system comprising of 31 European countries which 
regulates 45% of total EU greenhouse gas emissions (European 
Commission, 2016). This is a costly, although effective scheme that 
ensures compliance across the board by demanding firms’ annual 
emissions reports which are checked by an accredited verifier. It 
has already seen a 20% fall in total EU emissions from 2005 and 
this is forecasted to reach 40% by 2030. These impressive figures 
are also however a result of the EU ETS accompanied by national 
carbon taxes in several European countries. Therefore a cap and 
trade system can work alongside carbon taxes to effectively meet a 
desired level of emissions.

Social inequity resulting from a carbon tax can be combatted 
by returning the carbon tax revenue to those on lower incomes whilst 
maintaining the price incentive to minimise emissions. The revenue 
could be allotted either by adjusting the distribution of income 
tax proportionally to the amount of carbon tax revenue raised or 
through increasing public spending on welfare for example. Both 
options aim to effectively mitigate the regressive effects of the tax 
rendering it more equitable.

Carbon taxing has the potential to be a powerful monetary 
disincentive, motivating producers to shift to more eco-friendly 
methods of production, provided the tax is set high enough. 
However it is possible to conclude that without an ETS ensuring 
a specific target level of emissions is met and a redistributional 
policy ensuring social equity is adequate, a carbon tax alone is 
insufficient. 

Even the UK, a highly developed country, which only makes up 
1% (364.1MtCO2) of global CO2 emissions (Department for Business, 
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STUDENTS’ WORK

Morality and Alignment: What makes a hero? 

Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2018a) would struggle in meeting its 
target of ‘net-zero’ emissions by 2050 using just carbon pricing. Despite 
a resulting fall in pollution from industry through carbon taxing, sectors 
such as aviation and shipping are harder to decarbonise. Making up 
6% of UK total emissions (Committee on Climate Change, 2011), the 
aviation sector is forecasted further growth in coming years due to 
the expansion of the UK’s largest airport, Heathrow. This is just one 
example that leads us to believe that in order to achieve this specific 
climate change goal in the UK, not only would there need to be 
substantial drop in emissions from carbon pricing, we would actually 
need to draw CO2 out of the atmosphere. 

The answer to such problems can be addressed through 
investment in new technologies.

Renewable energies are currently on the rise, as of 2018 
making up 30.1% of UK electricity generation (Department for 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2018b). The more renewable 
energy is subsidised, the less we rely on fossil fuels for power. 
Moreover, investment in new forms of renewable energy such 
as nuclear-fusion-energy, which is currently being pioneered by 
General Fusion, could find the answer to this puzzle of supplying the 
world with sustainable power.

Canadian start-up ‘Carbon Engineering’ have developed 
technology capable of drawing in CO2 rich air and using it to harvest 
clean, synthetic fuel. Carbon Engineering are already removing one 
ton of CO2 from the atmosphere each day from their single plant in 
British Columbia. This technology has the power to be commercially 
upscaled however this requires significant investment.

Such levels of innovation need to be encouraged globally 

through government spending, whether that means temporarily cutting 
national defence budgets or using carbon tax revenue. In addition to 
government spending, the Breakthrough Energy Coalition (BEC) has 
already pledged $1bn to investment in new technology (Gray, 2017) and 
we must encourage this type of philanthropy from the world’s richest 
to continue driving innovation. This approach is more equitable than 
cutting public spending as it does not hit the lowest earners as hard 
however we cannot rely on the generosity of a few people at the top; 
governments must take control.

To effectively reduce emissions, all countries must move 
from fossil fuels to new and exciting, carbon-free nuclear-fusion-
energy and move away from unsustainable meat production, which 
accounts for 25% of total global emissions (Gray, 2017), to new 
prospects of plant-based, lab-grown substitutes. These transitions 
do not happen without investment in these new technologies, and 
without these transitions we face a dying planet.

In the same way that countries invested in their own industrial 
revolutions, whether boosting the development of the steam engine or 
the process of drilling and refining oil, countries must commit the same 
effort in commencing their own environmental revolutions. While this 
process may begin with carbon taxing, it certainly does not end with it. 
Unfortunately we cannot ensure that investment in new technology is 
always cost effective however the mix between both policies is most 
likely to lead humanity into the ‘safe and just space’ of ‘the doughnut’ 
hence successfully dealing with the challenge of climate change.

Ben Walldock U6C

As anyone that has heard of genetic 
engineering or artificial intelligence can 
attest, ethics are often messy, with a grey 
area for every thin line. But the difference 
between the “good guys” and the “bad 
guys” is often very clear in books, films, and 
games. Knowing what exactly it is that sets 
apart the heroes from the villains may help 
us to navigate these grey areas.

There are many definitions of a “hero” 
or a “villain”, but starting from the basics and 
using examples to derive a definition will help 
us discover why the defining traits matter, as 
well as what those traits are. Protagonists 
- the leading character or characters - are 
ubiquitous in literature. Someone needs to be 
there to drive the story forward, for the story to 
be told about. Antagonists, meanwhile, create 
conflict and challenge our hero. Automatically 
describing protagonists as “heroes” in this 
way may be a misconception, however - let us 
explore further and find out.

In tabletop roleplaying games, such 
as Dungeons & Dragons (D&D), a group 
of players describe how each of their 
individual characters behaves and responds 
to a situation created by another player - the 
Dungeon Master or Game Master - who then 
narrates the consequences of their actions. 
No single player can be called the “author” 

of the resulting story that gradually unfolds, 
but every character is a protagonist in this 
story, and morality plays a part through a 
feature of each character - alignment.

There are nine possible alignments 
in D&D, described by two axes, with the 
first ranging from lawful to chaotic, and 
the second from good to evil. Neutral sits 
in the middle of each axis, and a character 
that is neutral on both axes has a “true 
neutral” alignment and typically prefers to 
avoid moral questions. By using each axis to 
assess known heroes and villains, we may 
reach a definition of a hero.

According to the Player’s Handbook - 
which includes everything you need to make 
and play a D&D character - a lawful character 
values following a code, whether a personal 
code or societal law, whereas a chaotic 
character prefers to follow their instinct. Both 
protagonists and antagonists can lie anywhere 
on this axis - Captain America and the Riddler 
are both lawful in the way they stick to some 
sort of code (although the former forsook the 
rules of America for a time, he always remained 
true to his personal code), while Thor and the 
Joker are chaotic and follow their gut.

The other axis may be superficially 
obvious - all heroes are good, and all villains 
are evil - but the Player’s Handbook defines 

“good” in terms of selflessness and “evil” 
as selfishness. This mostly agrees with our 
initial expectations, but there are some 
exceptions: Mr Freeze, for example, does 
everything to help his wife, which clearly 
gives him a good alignment, but he is still a 
villain. However, there are very few examples 
of characters that fit neatly into the evil 
alignment but are clearly heroes.

Of course, there are many examples of 
characters that are neither clearly heroes nor 
clearly villains. Batman, Megamind, Deadpool, 
and many others play with or subvert the 
typical archetypes. Indeed, it seems like there 
are a lot of grey areas here too. But there is 
one clear feature that sets apart a hero from a 
villain: heroes never seem to be selfish. They 
rarely act without other’s interests in mind, and 
they never stop others from getting what they 
need. Being selfless does not mean you are 
suddenly a hero, but being selfish is likely to 
turn you into a villain. 

The journey to discover what defines a 
hero is now complete. No matter where you 
stand on a given issue, you can do your best 
to be a hero just by making sure you avoid 
putting yourself first, and doing what you 
can to aid others. I think we can all do our 
best to be heroes in these times.

Jamie Barrett U6F
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The Influence of Chemistry on the Search for 
Extraterrestrial Life and Habitability 

In the search for both extraterrestrial life and possible habitable 
extraterrestrial bodies, there are many contributing factors but 
one of the most important ones is the chemical composition of 
the body. All life on Earth needs water as a solvent for biological 
reactions to take place and about 95% of all living matter is built 
on carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, phosphorus and sulphur 
with all other elements being found in trace amounts and a total 
of 29 playing an active role in biological reactions. However, 
while modern life has evolved to live with the atmospheric 
concentrations of gases (primarily oxygen and nitrogen) as they 
are, this means that they could not or would struggle to survive 
on a planet where this balance was not present (including for 
example the Earth during the Cretaceous Period). This means 
that in the search for extraterrestrial life, planets which have the 
required concentrations of these elements detectable are higher 
priority candidates. However, even on Earth there are some life 
forms which do not conform to this template.

The diatoms are a partially silicon-based family of single-
celled algae with a divergent evolution. While it is only their outer 
wall that is composed of silicon, their existence shows that it 
is possible to have organisms which are significantly based on 
an element other than carbon. However, despite silicon being 
immediately below carbon in the periodic table and so very similar 
chemically, there are some significant problems for silicon-based 
life forms surviving on Earth, the main one being that silicon can 
bond with far fewer other elements than carbon. While this does 
mean it is less affected by molecules and elements which are toxic 
to carbon-based life, it also means that it is harder for there to be 
a large enough variety of silicon based molecules for life: there is 
no silicon equivalent of organic chemistry. On top of this silanes 
(which are molecules made of silicon and hydrogen and analogous 
to alkanes) are highly reactive with water and spontaneously 
decompose. However, there is a polymer type called silicones 
which is made up of alternating silicon and oxygen molecules which 
is much more stable and so it has been suggested that chemicals 
based on them could be much more stable in the sulphuric acid 
rich environment found in some extraterrestrial locations. Despite 
this, in interstellar space only 8 compounds based on silicon have 
been found compared with 84 based on carbon, which could 
suggest that it is harder for diverse silicon-based molecules to form 
and hence unlikely that diverse life forms could exist somewhere, 
occupying every ecological niche.

More generally, there are two proposed ways in which 
the chemistry behind extraterrestrial life could differ from that 
on Earth. The first way, an example of which is the diatoms, is 
non-carbon based biochemistries. In addition to silicon, other 
proposed non-carbon based organic molecules include arsenic, 
boranes, several transition metals and sulphur. However, boranes 
are dangerously explosive in Earth’s atmosphere but could be 
much more stable in a reducing environment. However due to 
Boron’s low abundance in the universe this would be less likely 
than carbon. On the other hand, arsenic, while chemically similar 
to phosphorus, is toxic to most life (due to this similarity it is able 
to replace phosphorus in some key biochemical molecules and 

so inhibit their functions). However, there are some life forms, 
such as a species of bacteria, which needs arsenic-rich conditions 
to survive. Some metals such as zinc have the ability to form 
nanotube and diamond-like structures (cubic zirconia) and others, 
such as heteropoly acids can form molecules with the complexity 
and thermal stability to rival carbon based organic molecules. 
In addition, some, like titanium, aluminium and magnesium 
are more abundant on Earth than carbon. Metal oxide based 
life has also been theorised to be possible in conditions where 
carbon-based life would be unlikely such as in high temperatures. 
However, there may be problems with this in terms of the variety 
of molecules which could bond with these molecules, which is 
much more limited than carbon. Lastly, sulphur is unable to form 
branched molecules (unlike carbon and silicon), which is a very 
important part of organic molecules. 

The other proposed alternative way in which life could 
exist in different environments to those found on Earth, is if 
the reactions needed to sustain them could occur in a solvent 
other than water. The most commonly cited ones include liquid 
ammonia, and hydrogen sulphide. While hydrogen sulphide 
is the most structurally similar to water, it is less polar and 
a weaker inorganic solvent. This could create problems with 
both reaction speeds and could limit reaction selectivity (the 
ratio of desired to undesired product). On top of this it is toxic 
to humans. However, water is very important to life on Earth 
because of factors including: it being a liquid over a large range 
of temperatures, high solubility of oxygen and carbon (as well as 
the ability to dissolve a large range of compounds), a large heat of 
evaporation (meaning the possibility of stable lakes and oceans) 
and the solid form being less dense than the liquid form. Despite 
this, there are several possible alternative solvents for life. One 
which is similar to water is ammonia. It is very common and 
most organic compounds which dissolve in water also dissolve 
in ammonia in addition to many elemental metals and it is also 
able to accept or donate a hydrogen ion. However, the bonds in 
ammonia are weaker than those in water which means that its 
heat of evaporation is half that of water and its surface tension 
is a third. Also it has a reduced ability to concentrate non-polar 
molecules. The possibility of its use as an organic solvent has also 
been questioned because at atmospheric pressures on Earth it 
has a melting point of -78 degrees centigrade and a boiling point 
of -33 degrees, with these only approaching those of water at 60 
atmospheres of pressure.

In summary, while it has been theorised as possible for 
life to exist in very different conditions from those on Earth, 
the fact is that there are important trade offs when proposing 
elements or compounds to replace carbon and water. Therefore, 
although arguably the search should not be entirely restricted 
to extraterrestrial life based on what we know for certain is 
possible (carbon and water-based), this remains the main focus 
and the evolution of divergent biochemistries is considered to 
be far less likely.

Rafi Brister 12N 
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Taking a brief look at The Infinity

Our journey begins in the 5th Century BCE where, in Greece, 
the philosopher Anaximander coined the Latin term ‘aperion’ 
(which has connotations of ‘indefinite’ or ‘undefined’ in modern-
day translations) to represent his belief that the indefinite was 
the source of all things, perhaps stemming from the Ancient 
Greek’s fascination with the seemingly endless number of 
stars. However, such an abstract postulation generated conflict 
amongst the Greeks as such an idea could not be rationalised 
within the boundaries of their current finite mathematics.

These reservations can be seen in the writings of the Greek 
mathematician Euclid (300 BC), who wrote “prime numbers are 
more than any assigned multitude of prime numbers”, thereby 
avoiding the idea of the indefinite and infinite. This fitted with 
Aristotle’s differentiation 50 years previously between the 
potential infinity and actual infinity, which was collectively 
deemed by the Greek mathematicians to be impossible. 

A further distinction of the various ‘segments’ of infinity 
took place independently by Indian mathematicians, as recorded 
in the Surya Prajnapti text, which classed the concept in three 
different separate sets - numerable, innumerable and infinite. 
Such a distinction perhaps reflects the collective abhorrence 
towards the unrationalisable felt by ancient mathematicians 
across the globe.

The so-called ‘dark ages’ of Mathematics followed as much 
of the work collected, or stolen, by the Greeks was lost during 
the burning of the Great Library of Alexandria. Mathematicians 
subsequently became reclusive and secretive as society in 
general lost interest in making advances in the field.

Finally, after centuries of stagnation, progress in the 
realm of the infinite began once more. Galileo is thought to be 
the first mathematician or philosopher to account for infinity in 
his philosophy of life and bear the consequences associated 
with this uncertainty. Interest surrounding the subject was 
revitalised leading to the most well-known part of infinity being 
developed - the symbol ∞. The looping symbol, first coined by 
the English mathematician John Wallis in 1655, embodies the 
endlessness of infinity. Wallis used the symbol in his notation 
for infinite sequences, an idea that eventually provided the 
groundwork for Calculus to be developed.

Differentiation, a famous mathematical process developed 
simultaneously by Isaac Newton and Gottfried Leibniz for 
finding the rate of increase of a function, was the by-product 
of increased understanding about the concept of infinity. Both 
mathematicians contemplated what would happen to functions 
if their input values were infinitesimal. Thus, calculus was born.

As the modern world of mathematics developed, so did 
the uses for a concept of something deemed unconceptualisable 
by the mathematicians of old. Today, engineers around the 
world use integration, an aspect of calculus, to calculate the 
length of power lines required to connect two substations, and 
to consider the flight trajectory of space vehicles (amongst 
numerous other examples), a method that would not exist 
without historical developments of calculus.

However, things were not all plain sailing on the path to 
infinity. Jumping back in time to 1874, issues associated with 
infinity began to arise as Georg Cantor provided a proof that 
there is an infinite number of different sized infinities in what 
became known as the diagonal proof. To understand infinity 
further, we must take a look at the different types of infinities 
and how to compare them.

To begin, we must understand infinity. Many students 
are unable to conceptualise infinity. In short, infinity is NOT a 
number, it’s a concept. In calculus, taking a limit at infinity does 
not involve treating it as a number but rather exploring what 
happens to a particular function as the input becomes larger. 
Infinity is not a number, hence you cannot perform arithmetic 
or other numerical operations on it. For example, infinity plus 
infinity will not give you twice the original infinity (unless they 
are the exact same size).

Thus, mathematicians have to carefully consider the ‘size’ 
of infinity they are working with. There are 2 main types of 
infinity: the countable infinities and the uncountable infinities, 
both of these are infinite but the uncountable infinities are much 
larger. But the question that arises is how we actually measure 
the sizes of these infinities?

Krishi Seksaria L6R and Tim Hire L6G

(An Extract)

“To infinity and beyond” - this classic line used by 
Disney’s ‘Buzz Lightyear’ character is known by children 
throughout the world, but is it mathematically true? 
Is there anything beyond infinity? What is infinity? To 
gain an understanding about such a mind-numbingly 
humongous concept (infinite in size!), we must first 
consider the original roots of infinity in the expansive 
history of mathematics to discover what the concept 
really represents.
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NCH Essay Competition Success
A number of our Year 12 students of English chose to submit essays for the NCH (National College of the Humanities) Essay 

Competition. It is an international competition and over 5000 essays were submitted covering 7 subject areas. Noah Buckle took 
first place and another 2 essays below were short listed, which is a remarkable achievement from one school. 

‘We should not judge past literature by the 
standards of the present.’ Discuss.

“And thus a change of époque, which is a change of reader, is 
comparable to a change in the text itself…” 

Paul Valéry

Contemporary literary analysis, echoing D.A.Winstanley’s dictum that 
“nothing is more unfair than to judge the men [sic] of the past by the 
ideas of the present,” believes itself an extension of the juridico-political 
apparatus. Attempting to delineate precisely the aesthetic and moral bases 
on which we are to assess literature, then, has become a matter of justice; 
the collective distaste for ‘presentism’, we are informed, is (ironically) 
an expression of our civility and integrity. But it is also a matter of truth: 
“We should not,” maintain the ‘anti-presentists’, “judge past literature by 
the standards of the present, because the standards by which literature 
is judged ought to be objective.” The apparent modesty of those who 
would circumscribe criticism of a text within the perimeter of its respective 
epoch, it therefore seems, manifests at the same time as an unyielding 
epistemological ambition – and it is the nature of this ambition, either 
utopian or necessary, which we have determined to treat here.

In perhaps his most famous work, ‘Pierre Menard, Author of the 
Quixote’, Jorge Luis Borges presents the image of a (fictitious) French 
polymath seeking to rewrite Cervantes’ 17th-century epic – not, that 
is, “to compose another Quixote,” but, rather, “to produce a number 
of pages which coincided – word for word and line for line – with those 
of Miguel de Cervantes.” And it is precisely through this task, through 
the humorous impossibility of this labour which is neither transcription 
nor revision, that Borges begets a solution to the given problematic. In 
the figure of Menard, the extent of that great cliché of literary theory, 
of la mort de l’auteur, is played to absurdity; the meaning of the text 
no longer presents itself as the object of a ‘semantic paleontology’, 
but rather is constituted in the very movement of the hermeneutic, 
such that, while the text “of Cervantes and that of Menard are verbally 
identical … the second is almost infinitely richer.” Thus, the concern of 
Borges’ discussion (and our own) is principally a question of ontology 
– namely, of how the meaning of a text stands in relation to the 
circumstances of its creation. 

With irony, Borges condemns the “relatively simple” solution of 
the anti-presentists, who would, in their efforts to exhume the corpse of a 
master-signifier from the Quixote, “learn Spanish, return to Catholicism, 
fight against the Moors or Turks, forget the history of Europe from 
1602 to 1918 – be Miguel de Cervantes.” To understand and appreciate 
Cervantes, or Cicero, or Chekhov, is not to emulate the imperfections 
of the life of a Spaniard, a Roman, or a Russian, and such exercises in 
“running against the walls of our cage,” to appropriate Wittgenstein’s 
phrase, in fact betray only the arrogance of any endeavour towards 
‘objectivity’ in literary analysis. Indeed, if Borges’ efforts in the literary 
sphere bear any historical precedent, it is to be found in the pages of 
the Philosophical Investigations, in the notion of the ‘language-game’ 
and the sentiment that “to imagine a language is to imagine a form of 
life.” For both Wittgenstein and Borges, the sole means available to us 
in the ‘making sense’ of language, whether this implies the untangling 
of the words of a “lion [who] could speak” or the “subterranean … 
interminably heroic production” of an invented 20th-century novelist, is 
that which immediately confronts us, culturally and practically, through 
our social milieu. 

At this juncture, it is necessary to recognise that, if we are to 
preserve the integrity of our original project – to apply some “standards” 
to literature, to somehow “judge” it – we must at the same time deny 
ourselves the quixotic (or is it menardic?) pursuit of truth. By surrendering 
the ultimate claim to a comprehensive ‘epistemology’ of an author, 
we instead obtain a certain carte blanche as regards the compass of 
interpretation, which is to say, we are no longer inclined to follow one. 
It is here, of course, that the genius of Borges’ proposed method lies, 
but from it an outstanding complication arises: if we lack the anchor of a 
single historical prism through which to ‘read’ a text, by what “standards” 
do we judge the validity of a given reading? Against this objection (to 
which both Borges’ precursors, including Nietzsche, and descendants, 
such as Derrida, are no strangers),  it is imperative to acknowledge that, 
if Borges’ proposal is one of total contextual relativism, this relativism in 
turn comprises a kind of judgmental relativism. In other words, if we are to 
permit that what one sees in a work is only what one is capable of seeing 
in it, given the circumstances of its ‘viewing’, it follows from this that 
these circumstances attest to the legitimacy of this interpretation, insofar 
as they themselves have produced it (and, moreover, without them it 
could not possibly have been produced). An unorthodox methodology or 
conclusion cannot subtract from a text any more than a blind man in the 
Louvre has destroyed the Mona Lisa.

That we cannot conceive of an interpretation except as existing 
has, therefore, a multitude of further consequences: we cannot express 
numerically the totality of the legitimate interpretations of a text, nor can 
we hierarchise these interpretations, either by proximity to an idealised 
authorial intent (for the author, we must recall, remains firmly dead) or 
textual evidencing; what can, instead, be performed is an exploration 
and a transplantation of the material into a potentially infinite number of 
foreign contexts. To amend our earlier declaration, it is not that truth per 
se has been obliterated, so much that it has been subsumed under the 
category of judgment, taken not as a necessary evil of the political and 
moral kind – as the mere application of the “standards of the present” 
– but as a creative process in and of itself, which births a new Urtext 
with each successive literary engagement. Judgment ceases to imply a 
prohibition or a permission, according to which Heart of Darkness may 
either be revered (by Watts)  as “one of the greatest works of fiction” 
for “its criticisms of racial prejudice,” or condemned (by Achebe) as 
the penmanship of a “bloody racist,” but never these simultaneously. 
Rather, judgment is now to be understood as a free association of 
observations, ideas, emotions, thereby liberated from the question of 
which yardstick “should” or “should not” be employed.

In closing, it is worth finally considering, by way of illustration, 
Borges’ infamous exegesis hinted at above (in which Menard replaces a 
catalogue by Cervantes which begins, “…truth, whose mother is history, 
rival of time…”, opting instead to write, “…truth, whose mother is history, 
rival of time…”), because the juxtaposition of these passages, and the 
justification given for their wildly disparate appraisals, is not intended to 
vindicate the framework sketched; the point, for Borges, is not to ‘prove’ (or 
disprove) the opinion that we should – or, more accurately, should be able 
to – “judge past literature by the standards of the present,” but to entertain 
it, and to play in lighthearted fashion with the extremes of literary theory. 
Unlike that of Cervantes, Borges’ story does not feign sincerity, or attempt 
to resolve conclusively the debates into which it enters. Fundamentally, 
the purpose of ‘Pierre Menard’, if it must be ascribed one, is to articulate a 
deeper premise, disclosed by the eponymous titan himself: 
“There is no intellectual exercise that is not, ultimately, meaningless.”

Noah Buckle L6F
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Introduction
Immanuel Kant’s stance on ethics can be considered 
deontological. That is, he considers it a ‘duty’ and ‘obligatory’ 
to judge an action based on intention juxtaposed to eventual 
consequence. Thus, a Kantological outlook wholly supports 
the proposed question; it is the unprecedented, proposed 
intention of a work of literature which supersedes the eventual 
consequence, irrespective of the time period. As a result, we 
cannot judge past literature by the standards of the present. 
In his ‘Critical Review: Or, Annals of Literature, ’Smollet asserts 
“we cannot judge the unprecedented effects” [1804] of literature 
on individuals and societies, both foreign and domestic. Indeed, 
since the 2700BC birth of literature erected through “the Epic 
of Gilgamesh,” forms of literature have drastically changed 
the way we as a society think and act; undermining the 
antagonism between birth and ageing. Irrefutably, literature 
has inherently shaped civilization, changed political systems 
and exposed injustice. Bhatnagar alludes to this in ‘Twentieth 
Century Literature in English’, asserting, “To make sense of the 
literary scene one has to be aware of major implications of the 
seeming societal metamorphosis all around.” Consequently, 
the judgement in question rests on two crucial claims: firstly, 
that ‘literature is defined as art. ’Ford, 2013, defines art and 
literature as intertwined; both “compacted of tensions ”that so 
well serve to subvert “natural order and philosophy. ”Secondly, 
that ‘the standards of the present ’are western standards. In 
‘Fantasy and Mimesis, ’Hume alludes to western ideology as a 
“different rendition of reality ”[2014] and thus it is wholly fitting 
to use western ideology as a periphery to judge the ‘standards 
of literature ’by. 

The origins of literature. 
Since the work of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy in the forging of the Old Testaments it is palpable 
to define the Bible as a work of literature itself. Wheeler and 
York attest the Bible should be looked at “the same way that 
one would look at any other book: as a product of the human 
mind ”[2005]. Thus, to classify the Bible as a work of literature 
is to classify Bible philosophy as literature. The below passage 
from Exodus21: 7-8 condones sex slavery, an exploit deemed as 
flatly illicit ‘by the standards of the present.

“When a man sells his daughter as a slave,
she will not be freed at the end of six years as men are.

If she does not please the n who bought her,
He may allow her to be bought back again”

I simply cannot see how as a society we can begin to accede 
and justify the flagrant misogyny evoked here. Blyth attests the 
Bible “enables constructs such as misogyny, androcentrism, 
and patriarchy, which devaluate the Other and support rape 
culture narratives that undermine the lived experience of 
women” [2018]. Therefore, as a result of changing societal 
epochs, attitudes and perceptions it is wholly unjust to judge 
past ‘literature’ by the ‘standards of the present; ’as portrayed 
through this biblical passage. 

Changing Political attitudes 
It is safe to avow contemporary Western society is not static. It 
is irrefutably ever-changing. Not solely with regards to epochs, 
but also attitudes. Western attitudes have never been more 
open; more accepting. Yet, this is not to say they are wholly 
accepting, not by any means; just that they are more so than 
ever before. Acclaimed pastor John C. Maxwell reinforces the 
welcoming nature of Western attitudes, avowing, “we choose 
what attitudes we have right now. And it’s a continuing choice” 
[2014]. Thus, literature written centuries ago has recently 
been revaluated, reanalyzed with fresh perspectives; new 
understandings; feminist interpretations, interpretations with 
regards to sexuality etc. In The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of 
Denmark [1603], the protagonist Prince Hamlet is portrayed as 
wholly misogynistic. Explicitly, he attests...

“Frailty, thy name is woman!”

...in the play, denouncing his mother’s marriage. Hamlet thinks 
of marriage as weak; frail. Here the expectation is that women 
perform ‘emotional labour; ’they are expected to pick up 
the “pieces of broken men ”[Siddique, 2018]. Functionalist 
sociologist Talcott Parsons alludes to this outlook as the 
“expressive role” of women [1955]. Therefore, as expected, a 
functionalist lens asserts the archetypal role of women is to 
‘provide’  “personality stabilization, emotional support and 
childrearing. ”Though we can look at examples of misogyny 
in literature from an alternative epoch, one markedly more 
perverted .In July 1925, arguably the most infamous work of 
literature ever written was released: Mein Kampf. Here Hitler 
uses an axiom that has been sculpted into Nazi ideology so 
markedly; one so inherently misogynistic and corrupting.” 
Kinder, Küche, Kirche ”translates to “children, kitchen, church, ” 
a derogatory term used by Hitler to connote what is seen as an 
antiquated female role model in contemporary Western society. 
As a result, again we can explicitly see it is wholly incongruous 
to judge past literature by the liberal standards of the present.

Changing societal attitudes
We can how ever look to much more recent works of literature 
in our efforts to justify whether they should be judged‘ by the 
standards of the present; ’this time classical works of literature 
as opposed to political works. In the world of literature, there is 
one debate which has been focal for decades, superseding any 
other literature debate in modern history. The use of the word 
‘Negro ’in works of literature. The inherently pejorative word 
Negro has for centuries been used to denote persons considered 
of Negroid heritage. Though there is still much debate with 
regards to the use of the word in literature, the use of the word 
in modern works has rapidly diminished. Acclaimed writer and 
professor Roxane Gay stated fellow playwrights should have 
“no interesting using the word under any circumstances ”[2014]. 
The derogatory term however was sadly much more accepted in 
recent history in literature; classics that have shaped modern 
society. The below passage is from Harper Lee’s ‘To Kill a 
Mockingbird ’[1960].

“Typical of a nigger to cut and run.” 
“Typical of a nigger’s mentality to have no plan, no thought for 

the future, just run blind first chance he saw.”
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Evidently, Lee’s use of the slur has not been tainted by changing 
societal attitudes; he does not restrict himself, clearly. Though, 
from a contemporary reading we know these two quotes are 
extraordinarily racist; almost incomprehensible to use and 
sordid to reference in such a perverted way. Di Angelo attests 
the omission of the word Negro in modern literature enables 
us as a society to “move national discussion forward ”[2019]. 
This has been evidently seen via the passing of numerous 
constitutional reformations protecting the rights of people of 
colour further; for example Article13, the abolition of slavery. 
As a result, again we can explicitly see it is entirely erroneous 
to judge past literature by the more tolerant standards of the 
present, predominantly due to changing social and thus societal 
attitudes, as explored through political amendments which 
have so meticulously reformed modern history, and as such 
works of literature.

Though, we must also look to the changing political 
landscape to fully comprehend and thus answer the proposed 
question. In 1949 one of the most renowned works of literature 
in modern history was released for the first time to Western 
audiences: George Orwell’s 1984. In this book lies a specific 
quote that resonates with me uniquely, and is a perfect 
microcosm for changing political attitudes and hence answers 
the question wholly. 

“If there was hope, it lay in the Proles!

Here Orwell deliberately invokes Churchillian rhetoric insofar 
as paralleling the finest hour speech [1940]. In 1949 there was 
a tangible fear of communism; a foreboding sense of dread, 
shock and apprehension that the “crocodile ”that is communism 
would “eat you up.”[Churchill]. The Soviet Union and China were 
two gargantuan communist forces that sent shivers down the 
spine of Western countries; though they would never admit 
it. Reagan was a candid figure and stated, “Government’s 
first duty is to protect the people, not run their lives” [1982], 
commenting on the ‘warped’ nature of communist states. 
Although sounding ludicrous from a contemporary perspective, 
a fall to communism was a very real possibility and thus it is safe 
to say the above quote resonated with millions of individuals 
globally, irrespective of their political orientation. As such, again 
it is preposterous to attempt to judge past literature by the 
standards of the present; a global fall to communism is farcical 
from a contemporary perspective, yet in 1949 it was a very real 
possibility “communism [would] win” [Zizek, 1949]

Shae Mehta L6G
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‘We should not judge past literature by the standards of the present. Discuss’

“I feel that this distinct dichotomy between the values adopted by society in the twentieth- first century, and those adopted in 
previous times, is a key reason as to why we should judge past literature with the standards of today.”

The noun ‘literature’ is one of an intriguing history, yet à term whose 
connotations have been debated for generational lengths of time. It 
is a term which can be treated with stereotypical disdain; anything 
representative of à more fanciful way of writing, and in some extreme 
cases, anything obtaining à resemblance of Shakespeare. Yet, this 
more simplistic opinion can hardly be acceptable; even works without 
the intellectual depths of language explored by à writer such as 
Shakespeare are often considered to be representative of literature, 
such as those of the former American playwright, Tennessee Williams.

Yet, even attempts from more academic personalities has led to 
struggles with the concept of literature; popular interpretations such as 
literature’s ability to ‘tell a story’, its ability to ‘move or entertain’ or that 
it is in fact works of ‘fiction’ have been ultimately argued to be incorrect, 
or inaccurate, in attempting to define ‘literature.’ Yet, although perhaps 
influenced by a certain desperation of society to stumble across à 
definition for the term, works representing literature are today often 
perceived to be part of the ‘canon’ of literature. Although the canon itself 
is not of a straightforward nature to define, its origins link it back to the 
decision of the Catholic Church at the 1546 Council of Trent, with it being 
decided that all texts which truly represented à ‘divine authority’ would 
be classified as ‘canonical.’ Essentially, this measure was implemented 
in order to create a set of texts with values representing divine authority 
and authenticity.

This idea of the writings forming à literary ‘canon’ obtaining 
particular values can be seen to remain today, yet the values they 
represent tend to change with societal opinions; the instance of the 
‘Council of Trent’ represented more religious values inspiring the 
canonic works, yet writers such as Palgrave (author of the ‘Golden 
Treasury of English Verse’) based their perceptions of what literature 
was on particular ‘genres’ and certain poets. This contrast in what the 
canon represents is nicely summed up in the poetry critic T.S.Elliot’s 
1919 essay ‘Tradition and the Individual Talent’, in which the argument 
is made that in order to fully appreciate à work fully, we have to have 
these works in their “ideal order…in our bones.” Elliot’s argument here 
clearly is that works of literature must appease to our individual values 
( thus explaining why some contrasts in opinions on the canon exist, 
as individual values can often differ) , yet, individual values are often 
shared on à wider, and sometimes societal scale, suggesting that the 
canon as a whole represents works and writings which represent the 
values of society.

Yet, the values of society as a whole have changed over time, with 
racist attitudes devolving from existing explicitly and widely accepted 
(they were often portrayed in the form of literature, such as in Joseph 
Conrad’s ‘Heart of Darkness’) to being denounced in the majority of 
instances, whilst major stands have been taken against matters have 
gripped generations of humanity, and still do today, with those of 
homosexuality, prejudices against religious beliefs and gender being 
some of the key points. I feel that this distinct dichotomy between the 
values adopted by society in the twentieth- first century, and those 
adopted in previous times, is a key reason as to why we should judge 
past literature with the standards of today. As I have argued previously, 
literature is often representative of the values of society, thus through 
applying our current values, and thus standards to literature of the past, 
we are effectively able to notice juxtapositions in the values of today 
and the past, allowing our knowledge and understanding of the history 
of humanity and its beliefs to be understood to a greater level.

Take the works of the Victorian period poet, Emily Dickinson, for 
instance. Many of the thematic explorations in her poetry are linked to 
the concept of dominance, for instance, of à male figure over à female 
one, perhaps in an attempt to portray the patriarchal attitudes and 

values of the time of writing. Her work is indeed regularly perceived 
as à representation of literature; take the centennial review of her 
life in 1987, which describes Dickinson as having had à “commanding 
influence” over American literature. Thus, the ability of Dickinson’s 
works to be representative of the values of society at the time of writing 
permit ‘modern day’ studiers of her poetry to use the values of society 
today to make juxtapositions between the two eras, allowing human 
perception, and understanding, of how worldviews, opinions, and 
societal behaviours have changed over time. Literature’s distinct ability 
to do this is à key basis upon which I make my argument that we should 
judge past literature by today’s standards.

Yet, this argument of the importance of our judgement of literature 
by the standards we attain today can be argued on different grounds, 
with our belief in, and use of, religious literature at the centre of it. Take 
the Bible, for instance, perhaps the most notable representation of 
Western, or perhaps even worldly, religious views. Yet, it’s arguments on 
the matter of homosexuality is one that has been debated for extortionate 
lengths of time, with several passages within it having been cited in 
religious discussions (or perhaps more extreme events than dicussions!) 
over the matter. Leviticus 19 and 20 can be perceived to be one of these 
passages, with its line “You shall not lie with à male as with a woman, it 
is an abomination” for long stretches of discussionary time thought to 
conclude the Christian religion’s aspect of rejection towards homsexual 
behaviour.

However, our current perceptions of ‘Levicitus’ itself have altered 
dramatically, with many believing that these lines appear in a set of 
rules that no Christian should follow today; our present standards have 
effectively outlawed the legitimacy of this text, permitting the needs and 
beliefs of today’s society, in this case, to have the opportunity to carry out 
homosexual relations, to be met. À further instance of this in the Bible 
itself is presented in a rather distinct manner n ‘Genesis 19’, in ‘Genesis 19’, 
with the cities of “Sodomy and Gomorrah” presented as having pursued 
“unnatural desire”. In previous times, this “desire” has been perceived 
to be representing those of a sexual nature, yet we now tend to connote 
this “desire” referred to with other potential sins, such as oppression 
and adultery; our current standards have caused us to judge the “desire” 
referred to here in Genesis in a contrasting manner than it previously 
would have been, allowing our perceptions about the legitimacy of societal 
actions to almost be ‘backed up’ by this text.

Therefore, we are able to almost adapt previous literary texts 
to satisfy the needs and wants of our society. If we were, however, 
not inclined to judge these past passages and texts using our present 
standards, it is likely that the beliefs of our society would not be the 
case, as literature instances would go against our wants and intentions, 
with key instances, such as the Bible, potentially going against our 
beliefs today. Therefore, in order to maintain a certain level of belief in 
our actions, à certain hope that the wants and desires of our society 
today are of a correct, and thus applying à particular certainty to our 
way of living, it is crucial that we do use our present standards to judge 
past literature, in order to extract the meanings which truly apply to our 
society.

Our society has changed dramatically over the years. It has 
transformed from one of repression, racism and ignorance of equality, 
to one where there is a distinct majority rejection of these qualities. Yet, 
it is crucial that we understand these qualities of the past, in order to 
investigate how our world has changed. For this reason, and for societal 
stability to be confirmed, I profuself believe that we should judge past 
literature with the standards of today.

Aarush Lal L6P
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MUSICAutumn Concerts 2020

T
his year’s musical programme 
started before half term with 
a wonderful collaboration 
between the Senior Choir 
and the London Film Music 

Orchestra at the prestigious venue of 
St. John’s, Smith Square. A series of ten 
Queen songs had occupied rehearsals 
this term and, on a few occasions, the 
directors had come to school to check on 
our progress, with which they were very 
happy. The whole project really started 
to take shape when the full London 
orchestra descended upon the Muse 
one Friday afternoon and we sang all 
of the songs with the amazing group of 
musicians. The following week we took 
the coach to London, had a rehearsal 
and then delivered a great performance 
of the celebrated songs to a packed 
audience. It was an incredible experience 
and one that we hope will linger long in 
the memory. We are all looking forward 
to the DVD!

The first of our two Autumn 
Concerts took place on Wednesday 27th 
November. Eight ensembles took part and 
the evening commenced with the Senior 
Brass Ensemble performing Stephen 
Roberts’ Turkish Delight, a jazz version 
of Mozart’s Rondo á la Turk featuring 
some fine solo lines from Matthew Kenny, 
Kabir Kaul and Thomas Connor. This was 
followed by a bass trombone feature 
given to Robbie Curwen, who wowed 
the audience with his rendition of Cab 
Calloway’s Minnie the Moocher, made 
famous in the American musical comedy 
film from 1980, the Blues Brothers. 
The Junior Guitar Ensemble gave a fine 
rendition of the Allemande by Susato, 
whilst the Senior Guitar Ensemble 
featured an excellent solo from Manas 
Balla playing Eric Clapton’s Sunshine 
of Your Love. The Percussion Ensemble 
delighted with their Yellow Canary Circus 
March, featuring Kaeshav Anand on 
tuned percussion, and then the Senior 
Choir sang a selection of the Queen songs 
that had been performed in London, this 
time with Paul Greally on the piano. 

The first half ended with the Big 

Band performing three pieces: Birdland, 
the famous jazz/pop number, started the 
set with great energy and stylish solo 
lines from Matthew Kenny on trumpet 
and Ben Post on alto saxophone. The 
second number provided a great contrast 
and featured the band accompanying Mr 
Hammer, who had been teaching music 
this term, on vibes. As a further contrast 
and to take us to the interval, the Band 
performed one of Sammy Nestico’s latest 
arrangements, the Charlie Barnet tune, 
Skyliner. This was a superb, high-energy 
performance featuring great ensemble 
playing from the unit. 

The Crescendo Strings ensemble 
played straight after the interval under 
the direction of Mr Bartai for the first time. 
We were treated to a selection of five 
Hungarian folksongs by Bartok, played 
with real energy and vigour alongside 
some more tender moments, and it was 
a real treat to hear. The Senior Wind Band 
completed the evening with three pieces, 
Samuel Hazo’s Ascend, John Moss’ Three 
Amigos and The Queen of Soul, a tribute 
to Aretha Franklin. The band members 
were in great form and provided a fitting 
high-quality finale to the proceedings.

The second of our two Autumn 
concerts took place the following evening 
with the Friday Band commencing 
proceedings with three pieces, Barbara 
Ann by the Beach Boys, John William’s 
Hymn to the Fallen and Freddie Mercury’s 
Don’t Stop Me Now. Our new recruits 
from Year 7 made a great contribution 
to the sound of the ensemble and there 
were some fine individual moments from 
the older students in the John Williams’ 
piece. The Junior Brass Ensemble then 
took centre stage and performed Colin 
Asher’s arrangements of Drunken Sailor 
and then Mack and Johnston’s Charleston 
with great enthusiasm. 

The Music Department had 
recently acquired a violin constructed 
by a group of talented students and 
their teachers in the DT Department, Mr 
Brooks and Mr Ferguson, who had also 
graced us with his superb oboe playing 
on tour in the Rhineland last year. True 

to form, the instrument has turned out 
to be a wonderful asset to the Music 
Department and to prove the point, I 
had invited Jerry Yang to play Massenet’s 
wonderfully evocative Meditation from 
Thais. Jerry’s playing was exquisite and 
extremely warmly received by the packed 
audience, perhaps slightly unbelieving 
that this construction feat was indeed 
ever possible in a school! 

The Junior Brass Quartet, only 
recently formed, gave a fine rendition of 
Adriano Banchieri’s Echo Fantasia and 
it was then left to the Brass Band to 
take us to the interval with three pieces, 
John Williams’ Raider’s March, Lennon 
and McCartney’s Ticket to Ride and then 
Mark Taylor’s The Crazy Brass Machine, 
a brilliant finale all round to the first 
half. As is traditional, we started the 
second half with the Senior Strings, firstly 
accompanying Matthew Kenny in a fine 
performance of John Stanley’s Trumpet 
Voluntary. This was followed by a super 
rendition of three of Peter Warlock’s 
movements from the Capriol Suite and 
then a stunning performance of the 
Allegro Moderato from Bach’s Concerto 
for Three Keyboards. The three amazing 
soloists were Paul Greally, Louis Cardoso 
and Milan Paun. The demands of the 
keyboard parts are quite extraordinary, 
particularly the first keyboard part, 
which in places is on a par with the 
fifth Brandenburg, but the virtuosic and 
musical demands were met head on! The 
woodwind, brass and percussion players 
of the Senior Orchestra then joined the 
strings to perform John Whitney’s Light 
Rays and Robert Sheldon’s Resurgences 
with great energy and skill. Following the 
Headmaster’s extremely kind words, it 
was time for the encore, Leroy Anderson’s 
brilliant lollipop, Sleigh Ride, complete 
with whip, violin glissandi, sleigh bells 
and trumpet neigh! Christmas hats were 
quickly removed from pockets before the 
first note was played, and we were off! 
A brilliant ending to what had been two 
days of wonderful music making, a real 
credit to our students and a joy to behold.
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The traditional Festival of Lessons and 
Carols took place on Tuesday 17th 
December in St. Michael’s Church. Theo 
Guerra sang the opening treble solo in 
Once in Royal David’s City with great skill, 
a lovely tone and perfect intonation The 
large audience of parents and friends 
were able to join in with this carol and 
later in the service, Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing, O Little Town of Bethlehem 
and O Come, all ye Faithful, all with fine 
descants provided by our top trumpet 
players. The carols sung only by the Choir 
this year were Gaudete, The Boar’s Head 
Carol, Midnight, Carol of the Bells, Child 

in a Manger, Tonight and Torches, with 
the Senior Brass Ensemble adding in a 
version of the famous carol, Away in a 
Manger. The renditions were excellent, 
the special evening was completed with 
Bach’s Prelude and Fugue in A minor BWV 
543 expertly played on the organ by Paul 
Greally. Congratulations to everyone who 
took part in the proceedings, making it 
a very memorable evening to complete 
school music for the calendar year.

Festival of Lessons and Carols

Senior Choir in Nottingham

Following our trip to the City with the 
London Film Music Orchestra, we were 
invited to follow the musicians to the 
Nottingham Playhouse to perform the 
Queen programme again. As we had 
enjoyed the London trip immensely, we 
decided that it would be great to perform 
the songs again in a different venue and 
so we duly prepared for this eagerly 
awaited event. Luckily, the concert came 
the week before it was decided to close 
the schools due to the Coronavirus, 
and so with the concert itself not being 
cancelled, we set out up the M1 for our 
performance. As to be expected, the 
roads were very quiet and we arrived 
very early at the venue and were given 
our own large space where the boys 
were able to indulge in homework, phone 
games, reading and general chitchat! 
Eventually we were called down for a 
sound check, this time with microphones 
that worked straight away! Then, a 
two-hour rehearsal followed during 
which everything ran very smoothly. On 
returning to our room, following the tenth 
time of administering the hand sanitiser, 
the boys enjoyed ordering food that was 
delivered straight to our dressing room 
door. Suitably refreshed, we returned to 
the concert hall to perform Queen greats 
such as Bohemian Rhapsody, Barcelona, 
Radio Ga Ga, We Will Rock You, We are 
the Champions and Somebody to Love 
in front of a Nottingham audience that 
seemed to lap-up the entertainment. 
The boys were in great voice and by 
all accounts thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience. It was great to talk to some 
of the audience afterwards who came 
to us to say how much they had enjoyed 
our singing. The return journey was as 
quick as the outward one and we arrived 
back at school before midnight. All that 
remained was one final application of 
hand sanitiser as we disembarked from 
the coach and it was sad to think that this 
might be the end of our music programme 

for the term. As it turned out, school was 
closed at the end of the following week, 
meaning that both Spring Concerts, as 
well as our Associated Board exams, had 
to be cancelled, but it is hoped that we 
will be able to showcase the hard work 
put in by our musicians at a later date, 
when things return to normal.

SH
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Virtual Orchestra

Adam Serag
Amit Patel
Archie Agnew
Bob Chan
Dr Hedges
Ethan Underwood
Harry Henderson

Jacob Haddo
Jamie Barrett
Jed Rickayzen
Jerry Yang
Joel Smith
Joseph Haddo
Lochan Pennant-Shah

Matt Doulton
Matthew Kenny
Matthew Orchard
Max Adam
Max Pillay
Mr Hussey
Mr Quinlan

Noah Stone
Praveen Kathirvasan
Sivanujan Sivakumaran
Shyam Chandarana
Stanley Tucker
Theo Adam
Thomas Farnsworth

Tim Hire
William Harrison
Yueyang Han

To say that 2020 has been different from a normal school year 
would be quite an understatement. A sudden pandemic that 
affected the entire world also resulted in secondary school 
pupils all around the country sent home after Friday 19th March, 
many of whom would spend the next long months without ever 
returning to the school premises.

The abrupt school closure brought cancellations to events 
which concerned everyone at Watford Boys. Public exams were 
called off, as well as the more eagerly anticipated Activity Week, 
NCS and numerous other school trips. The Spring Concert, 
scheduled for March, was among the events that were not able 
to take place, resulting in the numerous musicians of the school 
taking their instruments home as the school closed its doors 
until June.

And so followed months of staying indoors, unable to 
see friends and relatives, as heroic key workers fought day and 
night to combat the pandemic. At the same time, we saw others 
that were unable to directly fight on the front lines assist our key 
workers in several ways: by raising money, sending supplies, 
or something as simple as the “Clap for Carers”, or “Thank You 

NHS” signs. In particular, songs such as “We’ll Meet Again” 
and “Somewhere over the Rainbow” became popular and were 
covered by many celebrities online, in a bid to show appreciation 
to key workers all around the country. One example of this was 
VE Day (Friday 8th May), where the BBC produced a compilation 
of workers and celebrities across the country singing “We’ll 
Meet Again”, not only to commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
Victory in Europe but also to provide a symbol of support for the 
country to combat the pandemic. 

Possibly inspired by this, in May Mr Quinlan and the music 
department offered us musicians the opportunity to collaborate in 
creating an online montage in which we would play two songs. As 
we had missed the spring and summer concerts, this collaboration 
would allow us to pick up the instruments that some of us may 
not have touched since lockdown began, and show our own 
support through our instruments, much like the VE Day video. In 
line with this idea, “We’ll Meet Again” was a chosen song to play. 
This song was originally sung by Vera Lynn in 1939, just as WW2 
broke out. The optimistic lyrics of reconvening in the future were 
used to give hope to the soldiers going off to fight in the war.  

Virual Orchestra
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75 years later, those words still bear the same message: that 
as long as we work together as a nation, we can overcome any 
difficulty. More personally, the idea of “meeting again” gave hope 
that after social distancing, we would be able to reunite with our 
friends, families and loved ones. 

The other song chosen was “Somewhere over the 
Rainbow.” Also written in 1939, this song suggests that a 
better future lies ahead, “over the rainbow” so to speak. As the 
pandemic progressed, rainbows have been seen on windows, 
billboards and online videos, often accompanied by a “Thank 
you NHS” message. Together, these two songs greatly represent 
our attitudes during the pandemic: a deep appreciation for the 
key workers that have saved lives in the face of danger, as well 
as a positive outlook to a future where the pandemic is but a 
mere memory.

With this in mind, it was time for the recording. Two 
1-minute videos seemed easy enough to record, however as 
we stepped into the shoes of musical artists for the day, it took 
us tens of takes to achieve a perfect (or as near to perfect as 
we could get) sound that we would then send to Mr Quinlan. 
The scores were sent to us, with different parts for different 
instruments, so the end result would resemble a real orchestra: 
as if we had never left the Concert Hall in school. Truthfully, it 
was an agonising process, and I feel that I’ve eliminated the 
option of entering the musical recording industry in future, 
however when I finally sat back and found 1 successful take 

out of 30, I felt something that vaguely resembled pride grow 
within me.

When we finally received the completed videos about a 
month later (editing is no easy feat), I was very impressed. Over 
30 musicians had participated, with instruments ranging from 
violins to clarinets to saxophones, and somehow all our small 
videos had been seamlessly edited together to create a virtual 
masterpiece. Mr Hussey and Mr Quinlan also participated, and 
they helped to bring the musicians together in supporting our 
school, key workers and the country in our own very musical 
way. The videos can be seen on Twitter @WBGSMusic.

Although many of us cannot be physically present at 
school, we are fortunate to still have the opportunity to not 
only support ourselves with online education, but also make 
a difference to the wider community. The Music Department’s 
online music lessons, a pioneering move in online education, 
have also proved very successful, enabling us to keep on 
practising our instruments. It’s through these instruments that 
we’re able to showcase our support and encouragement for 
everyone out there risking their lives to help us through these 
difficult times. I’m really grateful to have been involved in such 
a thoughtful and inspiring project, and as the NHS turns 72 and 
lockdown begins to ease, I can only say that the “sunny day” 
when we all meet again is in sight.

Yueyang Han 11N

The Watford Boys Violin
The idea of a building a Watford Boys violin was born when 
a trained instrument maker joined the DT Department 
for a year as technician. Anthony Ferguson spent weekly 
extra-curricular lessons working with sixth formers, James 
Cox and Jonathan Conquest, passing on his skills, and 
helping them to carve and construct different parts of the 
instrument using local timbers collected and seasoned in 
the department.  
The stunning result is finally complete and in the hands of 
the Music Department. It will be displayed in the main hall 
and played publicly until the end of the term. It will then 
be passed on to a pupil in need of an instrument early in 

the new year, to ensure it is used and played as intended. 
Thanks go to all involved in this exciting collaboration: Mr 
Brookes and Mr Hussey, heads of department of DT and 
Music respectively.  

The maker’s label was placed carefully in place 
before final body assembly, so that is would remain visible 
through the f holes on the front of the violin. The scroll was 
carved from Beech seasoned from the trees felled during 
the St Luke’s Church rebuild on the Cassiobury estate. 
The final instrument was tested by a number of musicians 
and praised for its rich tone, particularly on the G string and 
was played at a school concert. 

NB



Old Boys
The year of the photo is 
unknown. We would be 
pleased to identify the 
players in the school 
orchestra standing outside 
the old music block and gym 
building. They may well be 
local amateur musicians and 
relatives of pupils. If you do 
recognise anyone please 
email the school at  
office@watfordboys.org.

Watford Boys have some alumni who have often achieved 
dazzling success. Once of the first of these was Gerald Moore, a 
name well known to any lover of classical music whatever their 
age, despite the fact Moore died 23 years ago. 

We are grateful to Brian O’Riordan of the Octagon Music 
Society for providing us with an anecdote and the excerpts from 
Gerald Moore’s autobiography which relate to Moore’s time in 
the school. The Octagon Musical Society is one of a number of 
local groups that uses the splendid auditorium in the Muse. Our 
current students will probably not be able to remember a time 
when the Muse did not exist, but Gerald Moore will have been 
present at the opening of the then new, (but now ‘old’ building) 
on the 20th March 1912.

Brian described how in the 1980s there was an Annual 
Fair around the Watford Pond when organisations and societies, 
including the Octagon Music Society, could advertise their 
presence in Watford and display their activities and ethos. At 
one of these, Brian spotted a book whose name rang a bell, 
“Am I Too Loud?” This was the autobiography of Gerald Moore 
the accompanist, who was famed for having raised piano 
accompanying to the status it now holds. He accompanied 
great singers of the time like John McCormack, Kathleen Ferrier, 
Victoria de Los Angeles, Elisabeth Schwarzkopf and of course 
the great Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau.

Brian writes - I opened the book there and then, after 
purchase, and began to read. To my surprise and delight the 
first page related that he was born in Watford and went to the 
Boys’ Grammar School and the second paragraph was all about 
his journey to the pond. He had been given a present of new ice 
skates for Christmas and in January he heard that the pond had 
frozen over. On his way to the pond he was jeered at by some 

boys for his twirling of his flashy new skates. Fortunately when 
he reached his destination he found that the ice was not thick 
enough to bear his weight and so he was spared any further 
mocking for his ineptness at ice -skating. You can imagine the 
frisson of excitement that spread through me as I realised that I 
could be standing at the very spot mentioned in the book. This 
was as close as I got to Gerald Moore but it was enough to make 
a lasting memory. In fact, Moore was rather accident prone as he 
himself describes in his autobiography.

‘At our splendid new building on the Rickmansworth Road, 
I was the first boy to break a window. One evening, the last boy to 
leave school, I was continually being kept behind in the detention 
class for woolgathering, (daydreaming) I was throwing my tennis 
ball against the window when – calamity, it smashed through the 
window. My name was written on the ball and, to make matters 
worse, the caretaker was cleaning in that very room. I saw in the 
distance the headmaster mowing the lawn. With a mien truly 
angelic and without delaying a moment I walked over to him and 
addressed him: ‘Sir, I have a confession to make. I have broken 
a window in the Physics laboratory.’ My calculations worked out 
just as I had anticipated; I was praised for my straightforwardness 
in owning up and told to go to the Head’s study and copy out 200 
lines from Spenser’s  ‘Fairie Queene’ Thanking my lucky stars that 
I had escaped so lightly, I took his beautifully bound book home 
with its copious marginal notes in the Head’s own hands and 
promptly spilled a bottle of ink over it. Next morning I returned 
the book to his library making sure he was otherwise engaged 
at the time, and then proceeded to hand in my imposition. My 
desecration of this precious volume was only discovered when I 
was thousands of miles away.’

Old Boys and ‘New’ Buildings
Gerald Moore (1899 – 1987)
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Linking Art and Technology
Students were asked to create their own building 
design using everyday objects to start their own 
unique shapes and layout. They prepared by laying 
the objects on the page and then drew around them 
and built their drawings from there.

KM

PE Art Competition  
Rugby in Chile
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Fantastical 
and Strange 

Year 7
Recycled project
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Lockdown Art – Surviving 
Delivering a curriculum so reliant on visual imagery and 
practical work, during a period of virtual teaching, was never 
going to be easy. 

Old school that I am, I like to see the art and touch the 
surface. I like to look up close at detail, to see the texture of 
paint, pen, the quality of watercolour wash, the contrast of 
different materials in mixed media and the surface of both 
collage and 3D. None of this has clearly been possible since 
March 21st and adapting our teaching and learning to online 
delivery has been an interesting if at times frustrating challenge. 

It is difficult setting work that inspires and engages all 
students and it has always been thus but working through 
Google Classroom made us rethink our approach. 

With the support of excellent online visual resources, 
YouTube videos, online gallery experiences including life 
drawing, animations, the engaging and entertaining Grayson 
Perry with his Lockdown Art Club (and his array of celebrity 
artists), we have delivered, what we hope to have been, a well-
structured and engaging set of projects over the Lockdown 
period.

Working virtually is not straightforward and negotiating 
the challenges of: erratic internet connections; inadequate 
computer access; inaccessible file types; blurry camera phone 
images; software issues; not to mention memory challenges 
(not just technological ones) has stretched us all - occasionally 
to the detriment of our own personal well-being. 

But, we have got through, we have learnt new skills 
and we have found that we can engage in a really personal 
way with our students away from the noise of school. That 
has been a real pleasure and for those students who may 
possibly have struggled with the pressure of working publicly 
in a classroom setting, they have flourished. They have found 
outlets for their creativity and they have found the time to 
really think and to concentrate. The level of engagement has 
been extraordinary from so many. The rigour, the care, and the 
attention to detail have been a pleasure to see. These qualities 
are sometimes missing or were possibly missing from our 
previous hectic technology filled lives and for that I am in some 
way thankful. Art is such a personal subject and it is not always 
easy to display that side of ourselves in a public space such as 
the classroom. Starting a piece of work requires confidence, 
sometimes we have to struggle to get it right and sometimes 
those struggles are better overcome on our own. Lockdown has 
made that possible.

It has not always been straightforward assessing the 
work submitted, as sometimes the quality of the images has 
done a disservice to the work but this has improved as we 
have moved through Lockdown and boys have learnt to market 
themselves better! The Art Department has been so impressed 
by so many of the boys who have thrived in this time, who have 
fully engaged with all the work and who have demanded more! 

As a celebration of the wonderful art that has been 
created we have put together examples of what we have been 
up to and left the images un-edited, as they came to us, which 
also has a charm. A reminder of Lockdown 2020, a period of 
time we will never forget and hopefully never return to.

Gill Woods
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SPORTRugby 
1st XV

The first fifteen had a decent season, 
winning and losing 8 games as well as 
reaching the County Cup final. Our season 
started with a convincing 52-0 beating of 
Richard Hale at the New Field with Toby 
Elliot impressing with a hat trick of tries. 
We then lost our next three games with a 
tightly fought encounter against Merchant 
Taylors in between two close losses to 
Mill Hill. The Merchant Taylors defeat was 
especially hard to take, as we felt we were 
the better side on the day; however a very 
strong first half performance, that took us 
into the break 19-5 up, was not enough 
as we conceded 5 tries in the space of 15 
minutes and, in the end, lost 35-31.

Following that, we had the County 
Cup to contest and although the quality 
of opposition was not quite what we 
expected we still played admirably and 
reached the final after two comfortable 
victories. Unfortunately we didn’t do 
enough in the final and lost 5-0 to a strong 

Berkhamsted side. Our next fixture was a 
slightly more unknown prospect, as we 
faced St Benedict’s School in the National 
Plate, whom we had not played since year 
8. Regardless, it was fiercely contested 
game with a try of high quality from James 
Foley, and we ultimately edged it 31-30. 
The victory sent us through to the semi 
final, where we would play St George’s, 
Weybridge. They were a strong, well-
drilled side and beat us by a convincing 
margin. However I think it’s fair to say we 
didn’t play to our best on the day which is 
always a disappointing way to be knocked 
out of the cup.

In between the two cup games we 
had beaten St George’s Harpenden, with a 
strong away performance giving us a 31-24 
victory. We then faced Haberdashers’ 
Aske’s, which is always an enjoyable 
encounter, and we were very much up 
for it, beating them 29-0 – which, in all 
honesty, flatters them considerably. 

We then had two disappointing 
losses to University College School and 
Aylesbury Grammar before the Friday 
night game under the lights against 
QE. Unfortunately, Queen Elizabeth 
wasn’t in the same league as us and our 
effective backline took them apart, with 
the scoreline going into the region of 
30-0. Due to this game being the last for 
the uppers the coach decided to give all 
uppers a game, so the second half was 
slightly more balanced, however we still 
won the game 46-0, which rounded off the 
season nicely.

Jack Shute U6N

Squad: Sophien Amrani, Luke Wall, Luca 
Ponzini, Kaden Elsey, Kai Zhou, Connor 
McShannon, Jack Shute (Capt), Zachary 
Garner-Patel, Joe Sewell, Shay Rafter, 
James Milford, Tobias Elliott, Edward 
Stock, Fiyinfoluwa Akin, James Foley 
(Vice-Capt), Adam Amrani, Josh Dawood, 
James Savage, Sean Dieobi

Herts 7s

Alongside the regular season 
the 1XV entered the Herts 7s 
competition and won it. This is the 
first time that this has been won 
by the school in over 20 years. 
The squad on that day is below. 
On the way to the final we beat 
schools including St Albans, Bishop 
Stortford College and Oaklands 
before beating Haileybury in the 
final. Incredible achievement.

Sevens Squad: Connor McShannon, 
Zachary Garner-Patel, Josh Hurst, 
Joe Sewell, Shay Rafter, Tobias 
Elliott, James Foley (Capt) James 
Savage, Luke Wall, Kaden Elsey, 
Sean Dieobi, James Milford
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In our final year playing rugby as a group, 
our previous attributes for success shone 
once again in a tough but rewarding 
season. Having played seven games, 
winning three and losing four, the score 
line of results happened to be a poor 
reflection of the attitude and standard of 
rugby played this year. We started the 
season strong with a comfortable win over 
Richard Hale, whom we had struggled to 
be decisive over in previous years. We 
moved on to play our old rivals, Merchant 
Taylors, a team that in the previous year 
we had convincingly beaten, away from 
home; however, this year was not to be 
remembered. Despite not managing a 
single point, the boys remained positive 
and fought tirelessly until the final whistle, 
showing the true spirit and determination 
of our group which had been demonstrated 
over the past five years.

In our somewhat anticlimactic final 
game of the season (the last being cancelled), 

we managed a crushing win over Queen 
Elizabeth’s school. Although we were granted 
the presence of Tobias Elliott, who managed 
to score more tries in that single game than 
any other player in our season, we still shone 
as a collective and only conceded one try. 
We felt that we certainly deserved to end our 
final season with a win, and we were happy 
to do so. 

Of course none of our success would 
have been possible if it wasn’t for the 
immense work and support given from 
the PE department in organising fixtures 
to training with their teams, out of school 
time, every week. A big thanks goes to 
Mr Beere and Mr Samarasinghe who 
consistently gave many of their hours and 
worked with us at training in the miserable 
winter cold. Finally a big thank you goes 
to all of the boys who were extremely 
committed and enthusiastic about training 
as well as turning up to matches ready 
and very motivated. A personal thank you 

from me, as it has been a privilege to have 
been given the role as the captain over 
the past four years, and I have enjoyed 
every moment, playing with a great group 
of boys who will surely go on to achieve 
outstanding things in their sporting 
careers. 

Finally, this year’s Player of the Season 
went to Josh Hurst and the Most Improved 
Player went to Mayvin Vigneswaran. 
Congratulations to them.

Ben Beesley 11F

Squad: Ben Beesley (Capt), Joshua 
Adonis, Nathan Allen, Owen Bunn, Joseph 
Bailey, Rahul Mehan, Sidney Sarpong, 
Mayvin Vigneswaran, Matthew Schofield, 
Simon Kato, Pedro Cardoso, Sebastian 
Wynn, Deen Hussain, Harry Burke, Ajeet 
Prabu, Roshan Shah, Rory Conboy (Vice-
Capt), Nabil Miah, Joshua Hurst, Faris 
Puffett, Arham Butt, Daniel Cheek

  



U14

The 2019/2020 season for the U14s was 
a huge success. With a record of 10 wins 
and 1 draw, we completed an unbeaten 
season. This now means we have lost 
just one game in the past two years; an 
incredible feat. Our greatest victory came 
early in the season, beating Mill Hill 68-0 
at the New Field. This win helped us to 
realise that our goal for this season was 
to go unbeaten. 

The best win of the season was 
undoubtedly against St.George’s School, 
Harpenden. As the only team we had 
lost to the previous season, the team felt 
we had something to prove. After some 
questionable refereeing, we ground out 
a 17-12 victory. This was huge for us and 

provided a huge confidence boost.
Throughout the middle of the 

season, we had lots of injuries, however 
still managed to grab some big wins 
against schools such as Haberdashers 
and UCS. The draw came against Queen 
Elizabeth Barnet, who had improved 
greatly from previous years. Unfortunately, 
despite our best efforts, we were not able 
to come away with the win, but still kept 
our unbeaten status. 

Player of the Season deservedly 
went to Akash Hetti, our prop, who was 
there every week to put in a shift. Some 
of his tackles won us games through pure 
intimidation.

I would like to thank our coach, Mr. 

Williams, who did an excellent job this 
year in organising and motivating the 
boys. I look forward to next season and I 
am excited to see where this team goes.

Ollie Fredrickson 9P

Squad: Neil Nair, Charlie Cockerell, 
Akash Hetti Arachchige, Isaac Boxall, 
Matteo Nola, Benjamin Burke, Emmanuel 
Nyamutenha, Ollie Fredrickson (Capt), 
Yusuf Saleem, Harry Grinham (Vice-Capt), 
Daniel Olaniran, Zachary Venn, Anthony 
Mutebi Kigobe, Benji Blyskosz, Max 
Gardner, Peter Cutmore, Dylan Balchin, 
Luc Preece, Daniel Jovanoski, Niam 
Ruparelia, Elias Botiz

U15

It has been a tough year of rugby for 
the U15s. The A team played 10 games, 
winning 1 and losing 9 - perhaps not 
reflecting the team’s effort. In previous 
years we have struggled to get a win, 
however the improvement of the team 
this year was impressive. Alongside this, 
we must remember that we play a lot 
of the same opposition each year, so 
to come away with a win with a team 
we would have previously drawn to is 
great. I’m sure the team would agree that 
our highlight of the season was our only 
win over University College School. We 
were up 7 - 0 in the first few minutes of 
the game against a very evenly matched 

opposition. However, we did not get 
ahead of ourselves. The game continued 
with each team taking it in turns scoring 
tries, and in the end we won a fairly 
comfortable 31-19. The true spirit and 
determination of the squad really showed, 
as we persevered until we got that win.

We could not have had this success 
if it hadn’t been for the fantastic coaching 
from Mr. Dyson and Mr. Chase, who gave 
up many of their hours throughout the 
season to help improve us as a team, and 
we did exactly that. We all owe them huge 
thanks for what they have done for us.

As well as team achievement, we 
also had some individual successes, with 

Finn Mclean winning Player of the Year 
and Zaki Brister the Most Improved. Well 
done to all involved in the team this year. 

Fred Maggi 10G

U15 Squad: Joel Karet, Suleman Ali, Elorm 
Dumor, Ben Cutmore, Hassan Hamid, 
Pedro De Almeida, Zaki Sediqi, Shad 
Rasha, Fred Maggi (Capt) Finn McLean, 
Oliver Biddiscombe-Neale, Reuben 
Messik (Vice-Capt), Zaki Brister, Jonathan 
Nwebube, Qaim Ravji, Jack Vincett, 
Marcus Soma, Dilan Varsani

8 8  S P O R T



U13
The U13 As were back after the summer 
for our first game in early September. It 
was away against Richard Hale School 
who we had beaten the year before, but 
this time around we had only had one 
training session so weren’t completely on 
our game. This showed on the pitch when 
we lost 40-15. However, there were some 
positives to take from this game as we 
won the second half 2 tries to one but it 
was too little too late and our sloppy start 
led to our first and only loss in the regular 
season. After a few more training sessions 
and some adjustments to the lineup, we 
were a lot better prepared and confident 
for our next game away to St Alban’s in 
early October. From the off, we were a 
completely different team to our previous 
match and scored almost instantly. At half 
time the game was all but over but we 
didn’t take our foot off the gas and kept a 
tight defence and on a wet and miserable 
day we put over 50 points past them with 
no response.

The next week we faced St George’s 
School. Though we had had no prior 
encounters with them we had heard good 
things and we were prepared to battle. We 
fought hard and scored the first try but 
they always just ahead of us throughout 
the first half and at half time it was 5-15 
so we had some ground to make up in 
the second half. With 15 minutes left on 
the clock, we were still behind, then our 
superior fitness showed as they tired as 
we thrived, scoring 3 tries on the bounce 
flipping the game on its side leaving 
them now chasing the game. With just 3 
minutes to go on the clock, we were 45-35 
up but they saw a gap and went for it; now 
we had to hold them for 2 minutes and it 
was 45-40. With a long kick from the off, 
we pinned them back to their five-metre 

but with time out all we had to do was 
force the mistake. They continued to push 
forward. They saw a slight overlap on the 
wing and went for it but our rush defence 
caused the knock-on; the game was up 
and we had won.

Next, we faced University College 
School on the 7th of November at home. 
From the off we were on top and it ended 
up being a walk in the park with WBGS 
keeping the same intensity the whole 
game and winning 75-10.

Two days later on the 9th of 
November, we went to a tournament at 
Mill Hill & Belmont School. On the day we 
were missing a number of starting players 
for various reasons but the boys who 
turned up and played put in a real shift 
and we ended up beating a close rival in 
the standing (Haberdashers) and many 
more. We lost a few but won many as well. 
We ended our pool in 3rd and then went 
on to again beat UCS coming 5th out of 
14 teams.

On the 15th of November, we went 
away to Tring school and kept up our great 
form with an untroubled 5-65 win. 

The 23rd of November saw us go 
away to Aylesbury Grammar School who 
we had beaten the previous season but 
we didn’t rule them out to come out and 
beat us. The game started as a hard 
physical encounter but, in the end, we 
were too much to handle and we won 
0-50.

After facing Aylesbury we had a 
few weeks’ break before two of the most 
important games of the season against 
Queen Elizabeth Barnet and Hitchen Boys 
Schools. We had prepared well and we 
were looking to continue on our amazing 
form.

First came Queen Elizabeth Barnet 

on the 7th of December. As one of our 
rivals, we had no choice but to win again- 
a physical and tough encounter but we 
were more clinical and held our defence 
well and came out victors winning 45-20.

Our final game of the season came 
on the 14th of December. It was at home 
to Hitchen Boys, the one team we had 
lost to the previous year. We had respect 
for them and knew we would have to be 
at our best to win this one. From the off 
the intensity levels were off the roof but 
we found a gap almost immediately and 
struck the first blow just minutes into 
the game. The hits were hard and both 
defences were holding. At half time it was 
only 10-5.

The second half was as brutal as the 
first but again our superior fitness and our 
clinical planning gave us the edge and we 
started to rack up the points as the game 
came to an end. We had avenged our loss 
of the previous year and won 25-5. 

Overall it was a great season for the  
U13 As. If we can get out of the blocks a 
bit earlier next season maybe we can turn 
a single loss season into an unbeaten 
season.

Asher Futerman 

Squad: Fabio Ponzini, Ben Chase, Sam 
Serag, Daryl Akum-Ojong, Jacob Manieson, 
Jamie Sewell, Jacob Thomas, Alex Twyford, 
Aled Johnson, William Harrison, Archie 
Jackson, Alfie Jackson, Alec Maggi, Luca 
Rose, Charlie Sylvester, Asher Futerman 
(Capt)

T H E  F U L L E R I A N  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  8 9



Cricket
Covid 19 wiped out the cricket season 
this year, but it is generally such a strong 
feature of the school’s sporting life that, 
after featuring the school in the top 100 
cricketing schools in the country ‘The 
Cricketer’ magazine interviewed the head 
of cricket, Luke Samarasinghe.

Mr Samarasinghe explained that 
the school encourages all boys to get 
involved in sports, especially cricket. It is 
important to grow new talent each year 
as the fixture list in the north London and 
Hertfordshire region is particularly strong 
when you consider it is home to Merchant 
Taylors’, Haberdashers’ and Berkhamsted, 
as well as St Albans School, St George’s 
Weybridge, Hitchin Boys’ School and Dr 
Challoner’s Grammar.

The boys are competitive, but it 
can be very difficult to put out four to ten 
teams a week (across the age groups) to 
maintain the blocks of fixtures necessary 
to play at the high standards necessary to 
meet and beat these schools.

Private schools often play their 
fixtures on a Saturday, which is a working 
day for them, but it isn’t a school day for 
Watford Boys, or other state schools. Of 
course we want to play the independent 
schools that are playing cricket at the 
same level as us, but practically it is more 
difficult. 

Our team players have to commit 
Saturdays to representing the school.  It 
is not compulsory, though once they have 

earned their place on the team, then a 
player is expected to attend. 

However, what also sets our school 
apart is the staff. They work on a purely 
voluntary basis, with every member of the 
PE department taking a team and working 
nearly every Saturday of the year out 
of good will. (In other sports at Watford 
boys, teachers from other departments 

also give freely of their time to the 
department). 

The importance of staff support 
is absolutely vital to Watford Boys’ 
successful cricket programme.

Not only does having so many staff 
members available tick a logistical box, 
allowing more teams to be run, it also 
instils a passion for the game, which 
starts at the very top. The headmaster 
loves sport, cricket especially, and last 
year took the 3rd XI. 

Throughout the school there 
is a real love of cricket and especially 
amongst the boys. The school is fortunate 
with its facilities – four pitches, but Mr 
Samarasinghe emphasises that boys 
need to have their passion for the sport 
fuelled by a summer of an approach that 
combines focused training with fun and 
flexibility. The cricket season for many 
students coincides with the stresses 
of exams and so for many provides a 
welcome release. 

Let’s hope that 20/21 sees normality 
of cricket teas and not too rainy summer 
Saturdays.

9 0  S P O R T



Hockey
1st XI

The 1Xl had a difficult season this year. It 
all kicked off with a home game against 
Haberdashers’ Aske’s, who are arguably 
our biggest rivals on our fixture card. A 
Friday night floodlit game was the perfect 
setting for this showdown. Habs’ took 
an early lead through a scrappy goal. 
However, through sheer force we earned a 
short corner that was buried into the top 
corner by none other than James Milford. 
As the teams tired, it came to the final few 
minutes of the game where, unfortunately 
for us, Habs’ managed to break through 
our defence and steal the game from us. 

After this defeat we went into our 
next game against St Albans hungry for a 
win, and we did just that scoring another 
well worked short corner involving Amaan 
Manji, Rob Curwen and James Ryan to 
secure a 1-0 victory. 

It was after this game we were 

informed by Mr Dyson that we would have 
the chance to get revenge against Habs’, 
as we would have to play them again, but 
this time in the National Plate Competition. 
The game kicked off with Habs’ taking 
an early lead, but through hard work and 
determination we managed to get a goal 
back late into the second half through our 
unstoppable short corner routine. The final 
whistle blew at 1-1. However as it was a cup 
fixture it had to go to penalty flicks. We began 
with the experience of Sahir Patel and Amaan 
Manji who buried their flicks into the side 
netting, only to be followed by our year 11s 
Cem Harwood and Akshyan who both scored 
theirs. At 4-4 it went to sudden death where 
their goal keeper made a world of a save to 
put them through to the next round. Luck just 
didn’t seem to be on our side.

Our highlight of the season was 
against Aldenham. Mr Dyson described it 

as some of the best hockey we had played 
in our time at school. We dismantled their 
defence winning 7-3 with some brilliant goals 
involving our L6 speedsters James Foley and 
Austin Robertson. It was a fitting way for our 
Upper Sixth to end our Watford Boys hockey 
careers as the remainder of our fixtures were 
snatched from us by COVID-19. 

We would like to thank Mr Dyson 
for all the hard work he has put in this 
season, not only to coach our team but 
to organise all the other hockey fixtures 
across all age groups. 

Squad: Ben Beesley, Cem Harwood, James 
Foley, Austin Robertson, Robbie Curwen, 
Angus Forrest, James Milford, Alex 
Nazareth, Sahir Patel, James Ryan, Aaron 
Treon, Oliver Withell, Kairu Edwards, 
Amaan Manji, Akshan Vijayakaran

2nd XI

The 2nd XI had a rollercoaster of a season, 
jam packed with highs and lows. This 
was the first time most of the squad had 
participated in senior hockey and we could 
now no longer solely rely on being better 
athletes and outrunning and outmuscling 
our opposition, but we instead had to 
further develop our hockey skills. With 
a few training sessions and a 0-0 thriller 
vs. the 1st XI during games under our 
belts, we hosted St Albans. We were led 
out by our internally elected captain, Jack 
Shute, for our first game of the season. 
Surprisingly the team gelled very well; 
we came out 3-0 winners with goals from 
Joe Sewell, Shay Rafter and a contentious 
own goal. We continued this fine form 
into our next game, this time away to 
Haberdasher’s Aske’s where we conceded 
within the first 30 seconds. However the 
boys fought back with goals from Ewan 
Cooney, Joe Sewell, Shiv Parmar, Shay 
Rafter and Jack Shute to win 5-2. With a 
quick 3 day turnaround, we hosted Forest 
School at home and dominated, winning 
3-1 courtesy of goals from Joe Sewell, 
Shay Rafter and Ben Walldock. 

Up next was our arch rival Merchant 
Taylors School; the boys knew this ought 
to be our toughest fixture of the season. 

After going 1-0 up in the first half through 
Jack Shute, we failed to put the game 
away and were punished. In the second 
half, Merchant Taylors’ superior stick skills 
prevailed and they ran out 2-1 winners. The 
chance of a highly sought after invincible 
season was crushed.  However the boys 
looked to bounce back against UCS 1st XI, 
but we failed to do so and were beaten 4-1, 
with Joe Sewell netting in injury time. With 
our next fixture vs. St George’s Weybridge 
being cancelled we turned our attention 
onto KCS Wimbledon. Here we gave our 
best performance of the year against a 
very capable and talented side. After going 
1-0 down early we defended valiantly with 
players such as Harrison Francis, Kaden 
Elsey, Fred Roberts and Ben Post putting 
their bodies on the line. Late in the second 
half after weathering attack after attack we 
finally broke out. With potentially our first 
attack of the game we got a short corner 
and Ben Walldock tucked away a clever 
short corner routine. The momentum had 
shifted greatly and for the last few minutes 
we attacked non-stop. With the last play of 
the game, Joe Sewell plucked a cross out of 
the air and buried a shot home sending the 
WBGS faithful into delirium. 

This was a very satisfying win and 

showed the boys’ potential when we 
played well for the full duration of a match. 
Next up was Dr Challoner’s Grammar 
School, with many of the boys absent 
due to a Rugby 7s Tournament, many of 
the boys had to play out of position. This 
was telling as we lost heavily 5-1. This 
was followed by a very disappointing 2-0 
shutout vs. Aldenham School; however 
one positive which did arise from this 
match was Ed Stock who moved to CB 
and completely thwarted their dangerous 
attackers in the 2nd half. With Covid-
19 becoming more and more serious, 
we were told that realistically our last 
fixture would be against Bishops Stortford 
College. The boys gave it everything in 
what was several players’ last senior 
hockey game ever. Once again we were 
guilty of missing some gilt edge chances 
and were punished going 3-0 against the 
run of play. However a Jurgen Kloppesque 
tactical master class from Mr Beere at 
halftime changed this. He moved Harrison 
Francis to CM and instantly we looked 
better as he began to dictate proceedings. 
The ever reliable Joe Sewell got 1 goal 
back early on and Shay Rafter bagged 
soon afterwards. We were held at bay and 
ran out 3-2 losers. 

T H E  F U L L E R I A N  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  9 1



This was a disappointing end to 
the season after such a promising start. 
Overall the lads finished with a 44% win 
percentage, winning 4 and losing 5, with 
1 loss vs. a 1st XI. 

Massive thanks to Mr Dyson and Mr 
Beere who took the 2nd XI this year and 
let us play our exhilarating, high tempo 

brand of hockey. Mr Beere endured hail and 
thunderstorms coaching and training us and 
we are highly appreciative of this. Player of 
the Year went to top scorer Joe Sewell who 
scored 6 goals and was instrumental in 
attack, with Most Improved Player going 
to Ben Post who was a stalwart at both 
left and right back throughout the season. 

Many of the squad I’m sure will look to kick 
on next year and push for 1st XI places.

Squad: Shay Rafter, Joe Sewell, Ben 
Post, Harrison Francis, Kaden Elsey, Fred 
Roberts, Jack Shute, Ben Walldock, Shiv 
Parmar, Ewan Cooney

Shay Rafter L6R

U15

After a tough season last year, the U15s 
wanted to make sure that this season 
would be different. Our season got under 
way away to St Albans but five minutes in 
we were already two nil down to a strong 
side. It was a tough game but it seemed 
we were back in the game after a great 
strike from Finn Mclean but Mr Beere 
thought otherwise as he was adamant 
he saw the ball touch a Watford Boy’s 
foot. Nevertheless we moved on and went 
away to Haberdashers’ Aske’s four days 
later. It was a very tight game and Habs’ 
could have taken the lead if it weren’t for 
Qaim Ravji making some crucial saves 
either side of halftime. We continued to 
work hard throughout the second half 
and were very close to nicking the victory 
right at the death after a bombardment 
on the Habs’ goal in the final five minutes. 
However, after some great saves from 
their keeper and some very poor finishing 
from ourselves the game ended 0-0 in a 
game we felt we could have got so much 
more from. 

We focused on the positives and 
moved onto Forest School three days 
later. We started the game off very slowly 
and went one nil down. The Forest lead 

however only lasted a few minutes as 
I scored a rare equalising goal on the 
stroke of half time. There was nothing 
between the sides for the whole of the 
second half. However at the death, after 
an inspired substitution by Mr Wallis, 
Aryan Patel was brilliantly set up by Khalili 
to score the winner. We followed this 
up with a 1-1 draw at UCS with Eshaan 
Alag popping up with a goal. This was 
then followed up with a series of defeats. 
However there were positives against Dr 
Challoner’s, St George’s and KCS. 

We went over to St George’s College 
anticipating a tough game after last 
season’s 14-0 defeat. However, the boys 
worked very hard and kept it 0-0 till late 
on in the second half. But their quality 
was clear to see as they scored three 
well-worked goals late on. We ended our 
season against Bishop Stortford College 
where we produced some of the best 
hockey of the season. Despite going one 
nil down, Watford had the majority of the 
ball and the chances and equalised in 
the second half through Finn Mclean. We 
pushed and pushed and had countless 
opportunities to win it but in the last five 
minutes they scored two against the run 

of play as we lost 3-1. 
Finally, we would like to thank 

Mr Wallis, Mr Beere, Mr Dyson and Mr 
Williams for all the help whether it was 
games, training sessions or matches. 
We owe them all a huge thank you for 
making our hockey season as enjoyable 
as possible. I look forward to next season 
and hope to see us improve and have 
more success.

Squad list: Shad Rasha (capt), Qaim Ali 
Ravji, Fred Maggi, Tom Leah, Jack law, 
Eshaan Alag, Dylan Patel, Pedro de 
Almedia, Bhavya Shah, Qays Judge, Zaki 
Brister, Eesa Sediqi, Hammad Mughal, 
Ibraheem Khalili, Aryan Patel, Juvan 
Ganesh, Ansh Shah, Shailan Bavisi.

Shad Rasha10B
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U14

We have a very good group of players - 
some who have been playing hockey most 
of their life and others who only started at 
WBGS. This season, our teams have had 
our ups and downs playing 10 matches, 
winning 5 and losing 5. Over the past 
two years everyone has got to know each 
other’s games and I think we work really 
well together. 

Most of our wins were high 
scoring games such as the one against 
Aldenham School where we won 7-0 and in 
total, we have scored 23 goals. Although 

we lost half of our games, in each and 
every one of them, we only lost by 1 goal 
whether it was 0-1 or 2-3. The attribute I 
admire most about our team is, regardless 
of the result, no one ever walked off the 
pitch dragging their feet, head down with 
a sulk on their face in defeat or laughing at 
the opponent showing off in victory. Under 
all eventualities we remained graceful, 
positive and respectful to all.

I hope we have many more years to 
play side by side after the pandemic and 
hopefully many more victories!

Many thanks to Mr Samarasinghe 
for supporting us hugely along the way.

Squad: Harry Grinham, Kayaan Chander, 
William Dunn, Yusuf Saleem, Bertie 
Elcock, Elia Ali Lauzzana, Rory Bartlett-
Tisdall, Raiyan Khan, Debayan Dey, Max 
Gardner, Peter Cutmore, Lucas Hart, Kesi 
Edwards, Rahul Patel, Mark Harwood, 
Ollie Fredrickson, Max Bilbie

Kayaan Chander 9C

U13A

The hockey season started strongly 
for the U13 A team with a well-fought 
battle against St Albans School. Charlie 
Sylvester made some fantastic saves 
keeping us in the game, and  Abdullah 
Siddiqi scored the only goal of the match 
to secure a 1-0 victory. Unfortunately, our 
next game was not so convincing; we lost 
3-0 to a very strong Forest School. Even 
though we lost, we all picked up on key 
areas to improve on, and this showed in 
our next game against University College 
School. We managed to win the game 4-2, 
with goals coming from Asher Futerman 
and Mruthyunjai Satheesh. 

We then took part in the County 
Cup which we were all thoroughly excited 
about however we just missed out on the 
semi-finals, as we finished 3rd in our heat 

and needed to finish 2nd to qualify. We 
were all extremely disappointed but held 
our heads high knowing there was still a 
lot more hockey to be played that season. 

Our next match was against 
Aldenham who we had beaten in the 
County Cup, but everyone knew we would 
need to be at our best to beat them 
again. It was an extremely tense game 
and in the end, we lost 2-1. Next, we 
travelled to Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ 
School and little did we know it would be 
our last game of the season. We played 
extremely well scoring two early goals 
but Haberdashers’ Aske’s School fought 
back strongly, and at halftime, we were 
tied 2-2. The last half was tense but we 
played very well and eventually won the 
game 4-2. 

Our season was cut short by one 
game due to school closure but overall 
we had a great season playing 5 matches, 
winning 3 and losing just 2. None of this 
would have been possible without Mr 
Dyson and Mr Jacobs who coached us this 
season and helped our squad to develop 
enormously. They were very supportive 
and encouraged us to keep on going even 
when things looked tough.

Squad: Charlie Sylvester (GK), Jamie Sewell, 
Alec Maggi, Kayan Patel, Matthew McGinty, 
Asher Futerman, Khrishan Patel, Clayton 
Buhong, Abdullah Siddiqi, Mruthyunjai 
Satheesh, Aled Johnson, Max Pendry

Kayan Patel 8R

U13B

On a cold morning in January, both the 
U13 A and B team travelled away to St 
Albans school, the first official match of 
the season. It was an incredibly close 
game for the B team, almost getting the 
first win of the season but the resulting 
draw was a good outcome for the first 
game of the season. 

Our next game was again away 
at Forest School where, to get to the 
pitch, we had to trek through a forest. 
We reached the pitch eventually and the 
game got underway. The B team suffered 
an unfortunate loss; however we kept our 
heads up and moved onto the next game,  

our penultimate one of the season, an 
away game at UCS.  This proved to be 
close game until a final goal was scored 
and we won the game 2-1. 

Our final game was away at 
Aldenham school. With a win under 
our belts we had confidence and it 
showed. We went on to win the game 
6-0. It was a rather boring game from 
the perspective of the Goalkeeper. The 
entire team, Nikhil Nair, Tharun Gobinath, 
Theo Guerra, Krishan Mistry, Rahm Moore, 
Max Pendry, Anirvin Tharkabhushanam, 
Ben Chase, Jacob Manieson, and William 
Buckley all played to the best of their 

ability throughout the short season. It 
was not the season we were expecting 
nevertheless, we played to our very best 
every game. 

Thank you to Mr Jacobs, Mr McGinty 
and Mr Dyson for taking us to the games 
as well as coaching us along the way. 

Squad: Nikhil Nair, Tharun Gobinath, Theo 
Guerra, Krishan Mistry, Rahm Moore, Max 
Pendry, Anirvin Tharkabhushanam, Ben 
Chase, Jacob Manieson, and William 
Buckley, Sam Serag (Capt)

Sam Serag 8P

T H E  F U L L E R I A N  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  9 3



Cross Country 
The cross country season commenced with the Haskell Cup 
fixture hosted by RGS Guildford; a 2.5km course with a terrain 
half on grass and half amongst woody, hilly trails. Our team 
- consisting of myself, James Foley, Josh Hurst and Harry 
Henderson  - managed to brave the terrain and achieve a mid 
table finish. Not bad for the only state school present. 

The second fixture we had was the Watford district event 
held at the Royal Masonic School. Although the length of the 
course varied for different age groups, the main hardship was a 
gradual slope that we had to run up at a slant. A special mention 
must go to Vincent Braniff of 7N who was running an excellent 
race, maintaining a position in the top 5 up until the last 200m 
where unfortunately he tripped and suffered a lower leg injury. 

The third meet, hosted by St Albans School, was a long, 
muddy course of 5km held over grassy, flat, playing fields. 
Despite the speedy competition, our team - 
made up of rugby players, a sailor and myself 
- ran hard and were placed highly. The next race 
was the Judge Cup; a highlight of the season as 
it involves the two top runners from each age 
group. Similar to a 3k track race, the course was 
short, taking place around flat rugby pitches. 
This race is a personal favourite of mine, as 
runners have to maintain a faster pace than they 
would for most other cross country races.

Our next race would have been a prestigious 
event held by King Henry VIII School involving 
schools from all over the UK. Unfortunately, as 
a result of various other sporting commitments, 
a team could not be made up for this event. 
Nevertheless, we worked towards the last fixture 
of the season: the Radley Relay. The Radley Relay 
was a classic cross-country course. Hills, puddles 
and shin deep mud patches were all prominent 
factors of the terrain. It was a wet, miserable day 

and our competition was strong as ever. Nevertheless, all boys 
running from WBGS put in a shift and received a well deserved 
tea of sausages and chips provided by the hosts after the race. 

Cross country is one of Watford Boys’ oldest sports and 
we are privileged to attend such high standard fixtures against 
some of the UK’s top schools for the sport. However, without the 
input of teachers such as Mr Adcock, Dr Hedges, Mr Wallis and 
Mr Beere this would not be able to happen. This is why I would 
like to take the opportunity to thank them for all their efforts 
over the years, whether it be in training the future of cross 
country at Watford Boys - the likes of Vincent Braniff, Joshua 
Hurst and Oliver Davey - or entering us in for fixtures. 

Adam Serag L6P
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Racquet Sports
Tennis

In the autumn term, students new to the 
game went to practise their ball, volley and 
serve skills at the West Herts Lawn Tennis 
Club whilst more experienced players used 
the facilities there to work on placement 
and positioning. The Senior A and B tennis 
teams captained by Sameer Kanji (U6F), 
took part in the Year 11-13 competition 
which pitted them against some of the 
stronger tennis schools in the county, 
invariably on dates when our strongest 
teams were unable to compete. Despite 
this, we managed to win both A and B 
team matches but, unfortunately, failed to 
be the top school in the respective groups 
and thus narrowly missed qualification for 
the next round. Thanks to Sameer who 
won all his singles sets and organised the 
teams together. Well done to the Year 11s 
who stepped in at late notice and really 
enjoyed playing. 

As a result of the pandemic the 
planned Portugal tour had to be cancelled, 
as was the entire summer season.

Table Tennis
Nearly 40 students attended the table 
tennis coaching sessions every week and 
up to 30 students attended the open 
sessions from 7.35 to 8.25 on a Tuesday 
morning. Students played in the newly 
formed London Schools Table tennis 
league, where the under 16s came second 
twice and the under 13s, though only 
managing to play once were placed 1st. 

Following on from this the under 
13s played against Edge Grove Schools 
U13 team, the current County Champions, 
who they defeated before going on to 
the County Finals where they somewhat 
disappointingly were placed third despite 
not losing a match. The under 16s once 
again, in the County Finals, showed their 
metal and proved it was gold by winning 
the competition and being crowned 
County Champions

Badminton
In the Badminton county team finals, 
the Senior’s captain Qaim Ravji’s deft 
return of a penetrating smash bordered 
on the sublime, Irfan Kanji’s elegant 
unattackable serves proved time and time 
again effective at stopping opponents. 
Dilan Gunarwardena’s smashes placed 
where they could not be returned, Kumail 
Merali’s superb footwork left him in the 
right place at the right time and Husayn 
Merali’s tenacity for winning, helped 
this Under 16 team achieve their County 
Championship win, without losing a single 
game on the way. Mr Mahbubani’s under 
14s team consisted of Krish Mahbubani, 
Anish Desphande, Nikhil Nair, Abid Ravji 
& Suhail Merali. 

The group matches were very 
impressive, each match consisting of 5 
games which were a mixture of singles 
and doubles. They won 24 of 25 group 
matches to make it comfortably through 
to the final where they met Verulam and 
once again a clean sweep for WBGS, 
winning all 5 matches to take the Gold.

Senior Badminton Junior Badminton
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STAFF LEAVERS
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Olivia Wallis
Olivia Wallis has been at our school for 
sixteen years.  She was here, with her 
feet firmly under the table, when I arrived 
and took the post of Head of Chemistry 
in 2006.  Olivia had already marked out 
her space in the Chemistry Lounge Office, 
enjoying all of the facilities and aromas 
that the room had to offer.  Although 
not alone, she was a trail-blazing female 
science teacher, whether she intended 
to be or not.  Olivia Slater had all the 
makings of a great chemistry teacher, 
and so she has proved to be over the 
years.  Indeed, Olivia is one of the most 
professional colleagues that I have ever 
had the privilege of knowing.  Her move 
to a school up the road is positively their 
gain and our loss.

All current and past contemporaries 
of Olivia’s in the Chemistry Department, 
plus a few guests, will fondly recall the 
lunchtimes of debate and discussion that 
we have had together in the Chemistry 
Office.  Olivia has a wonderful way of 
holding and expressing strong opinions, 
opinions that she is happy to share.  It 
is sad that we have not been able to 
share this space since Christmas, first 
due to the office itself being closed for 
refurbishment, then due to Covid-19.  

Olivia became a Head of Year early 
in her career and, as with chemistry 
teaching, she threw her efforts and 
amazing organisational skills into this role 
from the start.  She is a very supportive 
Head of Year, who genuinely cares about 
both the boys and her colleagues.  She 
acts to pre-empt problems, using her 
experience and intelligence to spot them 
before they arrive.  Olivia is a source of 
advice from colleagues at every level of 
the school when it comes to giving solid, 
pastoral care to individuals and to a year 
group as a whole.

Whilst at Watford Grammar School 
for Boys, a lot has happened in Olivia’s 
life.  She married Giles, also of this parish, 
and, between them, they have made a 
couple of little extra contributions to the 
school population in Watford.

As noted before, our loss is 
Berkhamsted’s gain.  Olivia will be joining 
another recent mover to the dark side from 
our department, Olivia Short.  Olivia Wallis 
will be setting aside her Head of Year role 
for now, focusing upon science teaching.  

Whatever job Olivia has, she will 
do it brilliantly.  Superbly organised, 

insightful, compassionate, helpful- just 
pick your positive adjectives- Olivia has 
been a pleasure to work with, up there 
with the very best colleagues that I have 
ever had.  Oh, yes- and how will the 
Chemistry Department now be kept up-to-
date with news from around the school?

We shall miss Olivia and truly wish 
her well.

C.S.

Alison Reid
Alison has been a very enthusiastic and 
popular Head of Economics over the 
last two years. The subject, helped by 
interest in the current economic crisis, has 
become even more popular as a choice for 
Year 12 boys at A level. Alison has been a 
dedicated and innovative teacher in the 
department who has transmitted her love 
of the subject to the many boys taking A 
level Economics, a great many of whom 
have and will go on to study Economics 
and Business related degree courses. 
The increased use of online learning and 
assessment introduced during her time 
as Head of Department has been very 
valuable in maintaining the academic 
progress of Y12 boys during the recent 
closure of the school. We wish her well 
in her new position at Chesham Grammar 
School.

RN

Jenny Sullivan
Jenny joined the department 4 years 
ago. She impressed us all with her calm, 
positive, no -fuss efficiency. Despite being 
part-time she has contributed fully to 
the department. Her desk has always 
been the tidiest and on many occasions, 
she volunteered to put her organising 
skills into use from redesigning some of 
our target sheets and posters to tidying 
up the office. She is an inspirational 
teacher who loves her subject and has an 
excellent relationship with the boys. She 
is funny and caring and yet keeps them all 
on their toes. 

Jenny is leaving to relocate to 
Farnham and has accepted a job in 
a primary school as a member of SLT 
heading up SENCO and safe-guarding.  
She will be greatly missed but we wish 
her everything of the best in this new and 
exciting chapter of her life. 

NT

Emma Streets
Emma started her teaching career 

as a Schools’ Direct Trainee in September 
2016 under the watchful eyes of Andy 
Pegler and Richard Davies and it was 
not long before she was whisked away 
to Germany on her first Classics Trip. 
With a taste for foreign travel taking 
hold, Emma soon embarked on a further 
Classics trip to Italy and one to Iceland 
with the Geography Department. Emma’s 
outstanding ability in the classroom, 
coupled with her excellent organisational 
skills were rewarded with the opportunity 
to become Head of Latin and Classics. 
It was not long before she started to 
put her own stamp on the Department, 
introducing a new A Level, Ancient History, 
and guiding the GCSE Latin students 
through their first year of the new 
examination. A second Classics trip to 
Germany and trips to Italy, Hadrian’s Wall 
and the British Museum were organised 
for the following year that once again 
greatly inspired her charges. 

During her four years at Watford, 
Emma has been a very passionate 
and dedicated teacher and a highly 
respected and caring Form Tutor. Despite 
being extremely busy running a superb 
Department, she has still managed to 
find time to embrace her second love, 
the Performing Arts, directing the Upper 
School Play, ‘Journey’s End’ and organising 
a Lower School Inter House Drama 
Competition, both of which gave an outlet 
for our many aspiring actors throughout 
the school. She has also performed with 
the Staff Choir and the Senior Choir, taking 
part in the two Queen Concerts with the 
London Film Music Orchestra at St. John’s 
Smith Square and at the Playhouse in 
Nottingham. As a committed supporter 
of a famous team in red and white, she 
has also indulged her love of football by 
refereeing the Upper Sixth in Cassiobury 
Park on a Wednesday afternoon. Despite 
such a short time at the school, she has 
managed to have an impact on many boys 
through her abundant interests.

Her love of foreign travel, perhaps 
instilled by her Classics colleagues has 
sadly put an end to Emma’s time at 
Watford.  The lure of a teaching vacancy at 
the British School in Colombo, Sri Lanka, 
was just too hard to resist, and so Emma 
takes up her new post as Head of Year 8 
at this school in a few weeks’ time. We 
will miss her greatly as a colleague, friend 
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and motivational teacher who always has 
the ability to brighten up one’s day. We 
wish Emma every success in the next 
stage of her career as she embarks upon 
this exciting venture and we thank her for 
all that she has done for so many boys in 
such a small period of time. 

SH

Luke 
Samarasinghe

Luke joined us as an NQT in 2012 and 
has had quite an impact in not only the 
PE and games department but the whole 
school, with recent positions seeing him 
co-ordinate PSHE and the Year 6 to 7 
transition programme very successfully. 

Luke is a genuine ‘all-rounder’ 
when teaching PE and games is involved. 
His effort with school hockey has been 
also outstanding, with many young 
men benefiting from his experience and 
willingness to give up playing himself on a 
Saturday, not because he wasn’t quite as 
fit as he used to be and so couldn’t reach 
the levels of his youth, but so that he could 
fully focus on his school hockey teams.  
However it is for school cricket Luke will 
be remembered at Watford Boys. After 
taking over from the very successful 
Jonathan Shafe as Master i/c of school 
cricket, Luke really focused on making our 
school one of the most successful state 
schools in the country. He introduced ‘The 
Cricket Academy’, where on a spring term 
morning he and Andy Needham invited 
the best cricketers from each year group 
in the school to work with them and 
other boys across age groups. He ran 
many memorable junior school tours to 
Barbados and evolved our fixture card 
to not only give us competitive fixtures 
against the top independent schools in 
the area but also the country, and with 
this came success in numerous county 
cups and national competitions. Cricket 
here is certainly bucking a national trend 
and going from strength to strength and 
it is no exaggeration to say it is in as 
good a place as it has been for many 
years, with Luke’s reward (and perhaps 
swansong) coming with Watford Grammar 
School being recognised as one of the top 
cricketing state schools in the country by 
The Cricketer magazine in 2019. 

Luke’s hard work, attention to detail, 
diligence, non-acceptance of excuses 
(from boys especially) and dedication to 

school sport has shone through in his 
time here. We shall certainly miss him. He 
has however left his mark on sporting the 
culture here and that is testament to him 
as a teacher and games master. We wish 
him every success in the future. This year 
we unfortunately say farewell to Luke as 
he is off to be Director of Sport at a school 
in Sri Lanka.

GHW

Matthew Grinham
Matt joined Watford Boys in 2002 and 
quickly became a popular member of 
staff, working amongst the Geography, 
Politics and Games departments, to name 
a few. Needless to say, he has made 
countless contributions to the success of 
these departments.

Matt’s interest in Geography is 
unquestionable, who else would watch 
Country file on repeat? From worshipping 
Ayre and Gower’s physical geography 
textbook to berating new Kerboodle 
platforms, Matt has been there for it 
all: directing key stages, running the 
Geography Society and always adapting 
to new changes. His role in charge of 
purchasing department resources was a 
highlight, leaving Mrs Lloyd questioning 
her delegation, as the biggest classroom 
clock and measuring wheel she’d ever 
seen were delivered. In Politics, a boyish 
and clean shaven Mr Grinham was enticed 
in to teaching the subject after listening 
to a detailed explanation of “Dicey’s 
Twin Pillars” by Mr Kiek… he joined the 
department anyway! He proved himself a 
great support for the head of department, 
navigating the department from one exam 
board change to the next through Ms 
Riaz’s not infrequent maternity leaves. In 
Games, Matt has led sports teams with 
determination and compassion and his 
contribution to the sporting life of Watford 
Boys has been invaluable.

His contributions to departments 
aside, Matt has been integral to the pastoral 
success of the school. His excellent form 
tutoring led to a natural progression to 
Head of Year; a role which he has put 
outstanding effort in to for many years. 
Matt has seen hundreds (if not thousands!) 
of students through their time here. He has 
become something of a legend amongst 
Watford Boys student leavers, who always 
speak fondly of his ability to remain firm 
but fair whilst trying to make jokes that 
probably weren’t that funny…

I’d like to finish by highlighting one 
of Matt’s best qualities, and one which 
I’m not sure he recognises in himself. He 
listens to and makes time for everyone and 
everything: students who are struggling, 
staff who are moaning, colleagues who 
give advice and friends in the staff room. 
Matt has had a lasting impact on many 
students over the past 18 years and he will 
leave an impact on many staff here as he 
departs to start his new adventure.

We wish Matt, Sarah, Harry and Joey 
the best of luck in their new home. Matt, 
you’ll be missed!

AE



CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT
Taking care of  

our environment
H

ow we treat our environment is a big issue, 
and needs to be taken seriously: while the 
most rich and powerful people can make the 
biggest changes, everyone should be fighting this 
problem, and we can all do small things to help. 

Small things can lead to big changes, so here are some actions 
you can take to live sustainably. 

Try as hard as possible to use as few (or re-use) single-use 
plastics such as plastic bags, bottles and straws, as these are 
not sustainable and could end up in the ocean if not recycled 
properly. Another big issue affecting our planet that of is our 
greenhouse gases, as these are a main cause of global warming. 
The largest amounts of greenhouse gases are emitted by our 
everyday cars- so a simple way to help is by walking to places 
which you would normally drive to, and if this is not possible, 
try to use public transport such as buses and trains to travel. 

Though they are carbon emitting, many people use them at 
once, reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Also, you can use 
less printed paper (maybe do more handwritten notes etc.), 
and use black and white ink, as this saves paper and is better 
for the environment. With all things, the best way to help the 
environment is to buy reusable products, like reusable water 
bottles and bags; buy less; use things until they cannot be used; 
try to mend things if broken or torn such as clothes or toys; and 
do not waste food, foil, water, cleaning products, soap (almost 
everything), as this is a waste of the earth’s resources which are 
not unlimited, and a waste of money. 

To end on a more positive note, things are getting better 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, causing fewer carbon 
emissions, as fewer people are using vehicles. The ozone layer 
is healing slowly.

Aaditya Chohan 7P and Henry Cameron 7P

What are we doing within School?
We are in the process of reviewing several of our current 
procedures to ensure the School has sustainability as a key 
consideration.

• We have, and are still in the process of, discussions with 
our caterers and cleaning contractors to improve rates 
of recycling and reduce the environmental impact of our 
catering and cleaning provision.

• We are encouraging the phased adoption of online 
technologies and personal devices as an alternative to 
the use of paper-based resources.

• We are changing the printing system and introducing 
a ‘fair-use’ cap to prevent abuse of the system without 
affecting the vast majority who are using school printers 
for their schoolwork.

• We are encouraging the use of Ecosia as a search engine 
that provides carbon negative Internet searching, and 
the company donates 80% of profits to tree planting 
around the world.

• We have a student Eco-Council set up to represent 
student views and feedback on sustainability issues.

• We will be making a number of improvements to the 
school site to increase biodiversity within our grounds.

Mr G.W. Rowe 
Head of Biology/Biodiversity and Sustainability Lead
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Natural Reserves of London
An interactive map 

I
’m a young conservationist, passionate about how we can 
protect wildlife on our doorstep, especially in the capital. 
This led me to create Nature Reserves of London, an 
interactive map that aims to educate and inform people 

about the vast area of green and blue space that can be found 
in the capital, giving an entirely new perspective to the city. I 
would like to inform Londoners that there is so much woodland, 
wetland and parkland near them, waiting to be discovered.

When I had just become familiar with the wildlife on my 
doorstep in Eastcote, north London in 2016, I thought there 
would be a map of some kind of the nature reserves in the 
capital. But there was not, and this must have not just caused 
consternation for me, but for the hundreds of other wildlife 
enthusiasts in the same situation. In fact, there were online 
maps, but only of those run by certain organisations. It seemed 
nobody was looking at the bigger picture of the capital as a 
whole. Besides, people who did not have an interest in nature at 
all viewed London as a congested, concrete conurbation of tall 
buildings, devoid of wildlife. This needed to change.

I soon found an app to start the map on, Google My Maps, 
which was very easy to use. However, being new to wildlife 
in the capital at the time, I only plotted the nature reserves 
which I had the knowledge of. In addition to this, I had learned 
about only a few types of designated wildlife sites. I plotted 
these sites onto the basic map, and in 2017 released it as 
Nature Reserves of London- 1st Edition. This predecessor to the 
current map was only in existence for six months, as nobody 
used it (though people claim that they used this map, but I do 
not believe them!). Something was missing: there had to be 
more designated land among the green and blue patchwork of 
London. I abandoned the project, deeming it pointless.

It was only after making connections a few years later 
I remembered the map at all. As I became more excited 
about wildlife on my doorstep, I would visit the local RSPB 
group to learn more. It was here I would meet other birders, 
and sometimes find opportunities to meet like-minded young 
people. When I finally attended a young naturalists’ camp in 
Norfolk, I noticed many people had done projects to make 
their community more bio diverse, such as encouraging wildlife 
gardening, and building nest boxes. These exciting initiatives 
inspired me to look back to the map: with more motivation and 
knowledge, I continued with the project.

After contacting GiGL, the environmental records centre 

for London, I had information on various other designations for 
green spaces: the most common type was a Site of Importance 
for Nature Conservation (SINC), which appears orange on the 
map. The other designations on the map include National 
Nature Reserve, and Special Area of Conservation, allocated 
by the EU. After eighteen months, in February 2019, Nature 
Reserves of London- 2nd Edition was complete.

Surprisingly, the map became quite popular. I did not 
expect this reception: people who did not have an interest in 
wildlife were discovering sites on their doorstep! Some of the 
sites which have surprised me a lot include New Cross Gate 
Cutting, a thriving rail side nature reserve in Lewisham; and 
the Barbican Wildlife Garden, a community-run SINC in the 
ancient City of London, with Frogs and Kestrels. Every site has 
its own story, which everyone, Londoners or not, can discover 
for themselves.

Recently, I have added a few walking routes, to encourage 
more discovery between sites. It is very exciting; London is the 
world’s first National Park City, and since its declaration, I have 
spread awareness about London’s biodiversity through writing 
in publications, and giving lectures on the map. 

Currently, I am working with individuals and organisations 
to generate ideas for an app, which will unlock many more 
opportunities for everyone to explore designated sites in the 
capital. Only through noticing the wildlife on our doorstep, will 
we have the passion to protect it. So when you visit the capital 
next, think of it differently: get outside, and get exploring 
around the Wild Side of London!

Kabir Kaul 10T
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Kaul of the Wild
Kabir Kaul, Year 10, who was the recipient of the Marsh Award 
for Young Ornithologist of the year at the end of 2019 has not 
been bored during Lockdown.

Already well known and respected in bird watching and 
conservation circles, Kabir has been regularly updating his 
twitter account of nearly 4000 followers, which includes Chris 
Packham, Meg McCubbin, The RSPB, national journalists, and 
academics. One of his Kabir’s first posts after Lockdown was 
that nature offers us hope, which proved to be the case as many 
people took to enjoying walking and cycling in their local areas. 

One of the purposes of Kabir’s Twitter account is to 
encourage people to enjoy the wealth of wildlife, particularly 
the birds that can be seen in their own back gardens, local 
green areas, or city streets. Kabir is a natural presenter as can 
be seen on the clips on his Twitter account – and on 
his appearances on TV and, most impressively, on his 
appearance on Chris Packham Live from the New Forest. 
Packham was full of praise for Kabir’s knowledge and 
enthusiasm (they have met on more than one occasion) 
and given Packham is considered by many as the next 
David Attenborough, this is quite an endorsement. The 
clip was featured in the BBC wildlife magazine.
https://www.discoverwildlife.com/news/enjoying-
nature-during-coronavirus/

During Lockdown, Kabir found time to read and 
review two new books by fellow naturalists which will be 
published in Birdwatch Extra, and whilst preparing for his 
own GCSEs took part in consultation for a new OCR GCSE 
in Natural History. He was appointed a London National 
Park City Ranger and has been a promoter of the Treetalk 
App which takes you along London Streets identifying 
trees. Kabir also recorded a podcast with Friends of the 
Earth talking about birding during lockdown. He was also  
interviewed by the Urban Birder in a podcast..

In addition to all of this Kabir, along with other well 

known conservationists is a campaigner for the preservation of 
ancient woodlands which will be destroyed by the routing of 
HS2. As well as being active on Twitter during lockdown on the 
issue, he also had a video meeting with the local MP to raise 
his concerns.  Kabir is also very much against the destruction 
of inner city green areas and local nature reserves that benefit 
wildlife and the well being of people too.

In May in his capacity as Young Conservationist and RSPB 
Youth Councillor and an interest in the biodiversity of London,  
Kabir was part of a panel of four including Ed Ikin from Kew 
Gardens, Professor Dunnett from Sheffield University and Emily 
Moshius, of the London Wildlife Trust. 

GA
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Aryan The Poet

Forest Life
In a dense forest
Trees speak in simple tongues
Of creaking and groaning.

Talking, swaying
In a carpet of bluebells
Soft with a freedom of
Centuries and centuries.

The chainsaw,
The digger,
Logger and chopper;
Never reaching
Those old, wise trees
Undisturbed and happy

The lone woodpecker watches,
Pecks and hides
And screams at the setting sun
For changing the colour 

The bushes on the floor
In their impatience, they rustle.
There’s someone there, there’s 
Someone watching,
But it’s just the tired wind

And those huge trees,
They throw their heads back
And dive down
In to a deep forest’s slumber

The forest life goes
And the quiet comes with it;
Time stops
For these creatures
Until the next day comes

And the trees speak again

An Empty House
In an empty house
Footsteps echo through its halls
Like some unexplored cave
With water dripping around
Water from a tap

With every water
Every precious moment passed
There’s nobody there
Except
Deafening silence
It seems to crash your skull

But nothing happens
Until you realise 
That you’re waiting
For dialogue

Clouds
Rain comes down
When clouds give up.
Their sadness and tears
Fall upon us
And are absorbed
By drains 
And plants.
In their grief
They become smaller,
And smaller still,
As they run
Back to the
River

An Unheard Explosion

Somewhere 
Deep in Space
Colourful Gas
Explodes quietly
Like snakes, released 
From a cage inside infinity

Luminous. Hypnotic.
Intoxicated in heavy dust,
Space bathes in light,
Happily.

Though we cannot hear its
Mighty laughs
A hand of dust reaches out
Into an unseen void
And waves to a curtain
Of stars ahead 

Water
Water
The strength of water
Overpowers
Dark roads that lose to ghostly 
lamps.

There isn’t a sound
Nothing but a whirr
Of a lighter,
Extinguished by irksome rain.

Against 
Cold windows
Eyes across the sky
Dreaming of diving 
Into a river of freedom
Like those drops 
From above

Normality
Seated on the normal chair. 
Looking out.
Many people are outside today.
Sitting. Viewing. Wondering what 
they’re
Doing.
Why they’re there/
Trees seem to chatter in the wind 
these
Days,
Leaves speaking.
People shouting, a fox screaming.
Things are almost normal again.

Wetlands
Vegetation staring
Into a clear void,
Reflections move with 
Their patient swaying.
Viewing alternate selves
Universes. Gateways
From a natural world
Where they don’t fall inside;
For they are
Standing on 
Roots. Bark. Trunks. Shoots

Aryan Kaul in Year 10 set out at the beginning of January to write 
a poem a day, and he has done just that. His poems are posted 
on Twitter sometimes illustrated by Aryan’s images or video clips. 
The poems cover a variety of themes from natural life to moments 
that catch Aryan’s eye to important issues like Black Lives Matter.

As Lockdown happened, Aryan was able to continue 
with his writing and has selected the following poems for 
publication.
The first poem, Forest Life, won the Earthwatch Europe Poetry 
Prize.
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A review of  
‘Climate Change  
and the Arctic’ 

A lecture by Dr Simon Boxall

O
n the 30th of September, Watford Grammar Old 
Boy, Dr Simon Boxall, returned to the school to 
give a lecture about the work he has done in 
relation to his position as an oceanographer, 
and his work in changing the culture of 
perceptions around Climate Change. The 

engaging and insightful talk opened with a section discussing 
our changing climate, including patterns of carbon dioxide 
concentrations in the atmosphere, which has risen alarmingly 
since the 1960s, in a way that has never occurred naturally. The 
talk also discussed the extent of Arctic Sea Ice (with one turn of 
the 21st century model getting it so optimistically wrong that the 
extent of ice at the end of the summer in September is so small 
that the model did not predict this occurring until the end of the 
century) and fluctuations in the offshoot of the Gulfstream (The 
North Atlantic Current)  that keeps the UK’s climate warmer than 
other areas at similar latitudes- such as Alaska! 

Dr Boxall pointed out that though global warming and 
climate change is normally thought of by climate change deniers, 
such as Trump, as the entire world becoming warmer, with snow 
in New York “disproving” climate change, this is obviously not 
the case. Instead, climate change in the UK is leading to more 
dramatic fluxes in the Gulf Stream and subsequent weather 
patterns. This, he said, is leading to the more erratic weather 
we have been experiencing in the UK on a more regular basis- 
he suggested that, in the long term, Rickmansworth will either 
become a tropical paradise, or Cassiobury Park become a series 
of ski slopes. 

Along with a range of technical details, such as a good 
grounding in the audience’s understanding of the processes 
involved in the Gulf Stream, to ‘albedoes’, (a measurement 
based on how reflective different materials such as ice and 
water are), to the formation of sea ice, the lecture was packed 
full of interesting and relevant information. There was also a 
short discussion of how such a decrease in sea ice in the Arctic 
leads to new shipping routes and resource opportunities, 
termed, very scathingly, by Dr Boxall as “The Benefits of Climate 
Change”.

Dr Boxall also went on to describe a group he is involved 
in, and is currently the chair of- Cape Farewell. This group 
serves to increase awareness of climate change, and conducts 
regular trips in a small skuna (a type of boat) to the Arctic. 
The group tries to increase awareness in climate change by 
involving culturally significant people in their expeditions, be 

they singers, comedians, photographers or artists. These small 
expeditions make the most striking and powerful artistic pieces 
on the subject of climate change. Here, Dr Boxall relished in 
imparting certain anecdotes about the experience of being 
in a confined space for a long period of time with a group of 
eccentric and comic people in one of the most inhospitable and 
uninhabited places on the Earth. 

The session ended with a question and answer session 
which included an insight into Dr Boxall’s opinions on climate 
protestors; though he believes that flying drones at Heathrow 
is foolish, he did say that we all have a voice, which we can use. 
We have an impact on our politicians and their decisions. If we’re 
not happy about the climate, we need to let them know, as, even 
though our every individual action count, politicians are the ones 
to make change on the largest scale, and the change they bring 
about works, with Dr Boxall citing the plastic bag charge in the 
UK. In conclusion, this was a thoroughly enjoyable, engaging, 
entertaining and interesting lecture, and we look forward to Dr 
Boxall’s return to Watford Boys in the future.  

Daniel Baars L6P

Plastic
Plastic packaging and plastic rings,

Plastic bags for more plastic things,

Plastic bottles for the water you drink,

But plastic causes death so stop and think!

Millions of sea birds and turtles painfully die,

After eating plastic that floats on by,

Plastic thrown away and out of reach,

Ends up as plastic sand on a plastic beach,

Plastic sold for consumer cash,

Fills our oceans with plastic trash.

Aryan Saxena 7P
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D
isclaimer: The views and 
opinions expressed in 
this article are my own 
and reflected in the 
beliefs of those involved 
in Extinction Rebellion. 

They do not represent the views of all 
students and staff members at Watford 
Grammar School for Boys.

As a student, I never condone missing 
school. However, one of the greatest 
decisions I made this year was breaking 
this rule to attend Extinction Rebellion in 
Trafalgar Square on 11th October. It was 
an extremely spur of the moment decision, 
even my parents weren’t aware I was going 
until I left the house that morning. But why 
did I go and what did I learn? These were 
questions the school were very eager to 
find the answers to, considering how out of 
character it was for me to act out like this. 
The simple response would be, I was tired 
of doing nothing, but that doesn’t write an 
article. I needed to make a statement for 
the school and the students I share it with 
and attending at a weekend wouldn’t have 
been recognised. This is that statement.

Extinction Rebellion is an organisation 
that continues to use peaceful protesting 
to raise awareness for the environmental 
crisis we’re currently experiencing in 
our world. It aims to create real change 
within society and most importantly the 
government, rather than just push it to 
the side or make empty promises as the 
current elected officials seem to be doing. 
However, media representation made this 
movement seem radical and spearheaded 
by violent hippies who’d do anything to be 
heard. This gave XR an extremely negative 
reputation. I wanted to see for myself these 
“violent” protests. I wanted to do my bit. 

The media got it all wrong. Stepping 
out of the tube station with my friend, 
we were met with the sight of hundreds 
of protesters and we began by observing 
cautiously. However, the welcoming 
atmosphere encouraged us to join them in 
their protest. Despite the terrible weather, 
it was a wonderful day filled with chanting, 
drumming, supporting the detained and 
engaging in conversation with the police. 
There was no violence, the public seemed 
unfazed by us and the roadblocks were 
set up by the police, XR wasn’t blocking 
the roads which the media would have 
you believe. In the camp, food stalls were 
selling fresh and cooked produce, others 
were selling bottled water and all were 
selling this wonderful community spirit. 
There was no anger, no hatred, even the 
police joined in with some of the chants. We 
were united in a cause.

What have I learnt? I know now we 
can no longer stand by and do nothing. 
Just letting those in power deal with it 
without pushing as the electorate will do 
nothing. Denying the crisis’ existence will 
do nothing. Pretending like it’s not a current 
issue will do nothing. I’ve learnt that now is 
the time to rise. For our world, our people, 
our equality. All of these issues link. As 
a school, we do a good job of helping 
the environment, but as a good friend of 
mine put in WBGS Press, a student-run 
newspaper independent from the school, 
“The limited habitat on the school grounds 
leaves them barren, with barely a beetle 
insight. I have probably experienced more 
wildlife in my bedroom than in and around 
the school … but when there are promises 
of new habitats to be put up around the 
school site mounted on trees, six potential 
sites for these have been cut down for 

an astroturf extension”. We can do more. 
We’ve had a good year for the environment 
at our school, but I’ve learnt that we aren’t 
doing enough and it’s time the school learnt 
that too. We need a serious conversation on 
this in the years to come as well as serious 
change, because these continued small 
acts will lead to a significant change in our 
county, country and world.

As students, I urge you to listen to 
talks about the environment within the 
school, rather than ridicule. I urge you to put 
litter into bins. I urge you to make serious 
conversation with form tutors, teachers, 
school council representatives. I urge you 
to talk to Mr Rowe about what you can do 
to make a difference. This problem won’t go 
away. Extinction Rebellion isn’t one group 
of people, it’s anyone who isn’t going to let 
the environment die around us. It’s anyone 
who signs petitions for change. It’s the 
person who puts any litter in the bin, not 
just their own. The time to do something 
is now and it’s more important than ever to 
do so. Use my experiences at XR to decide 
to do something. This is no time to stand by.

Matt Cutmore L6C
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SCHOOL PRIZES

Professor John Brewer’s career started as 
a sports science postgraduate researcher 
for Loughborough University where he 
joined the Football Association as Head of 
Human Performance in 1988. During this 
time, he headed the research team which 
developed the infamous Multistage Fitness 
Test, or “bleep test”, which is still widely 
used in sports organisations, armed forces 
and schools all over the world.  

Due to his sports science expertise, 
John became a member of Sir Bobby Robson’s 
support staff for the England national football 
team at the Italia ’90 Football World Cup and 
then also part of the support staff for the 
England cricket team at the 1992 Cricket 
World Cup in Australia.  

John has worked both in business 
and academia, holding senior leadership 
roles, delivering and developing sports 
science and sports injury services for many 
sportsmen and women. 

In Oct 2019, he was appointed Chief 
Executive Officer at NCUK, a consortium of 
leading UK universities dedicated to giving 
international students guaranteed access 
to universities worldwide.

John has run the London Virgin 
Marathon 20 times including acting as a pacer 
for celebrities and is an author of ‘Run Smart’.
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Year 11
For excellence, effort and progress  
during the GCSE course

Art Nathan Phua
Biology Akhil Sonecha
Chemistry  Akhil Sonecha
Classical Civilisation Noah Buckle
Computing Harry Soma
Duke of Edinburgh Timothy Hire
Duke of Edinburgh Dominic Dale
English Language Harry Soma
English Literature Luke Dale
French  Shyam Chandarana
Games – Athletics Adam Serag
Games – Basketball Nebi Babu
Games – Cricket Yuvresh Malhotra
Games – Hockey James Foley
Games – Rugby Joseph Sewell
Geography Timothy Hire
German Thomas Connor
History Jerry Yang
Latin Jacob Haddo
Mathematics Thomas Wall
Music Jerry Yang
Physics Thomas Farnsworth
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics, Khush Pau
Product Design Dominic Dale
Science (double award) Rayan Sheikh
Spanish Harry Soma
Sport & PE Joseph Sewell
Sport & PE James Foley
Award for Determination in Learning 

Ubayd Hussain
Excellence in GCSE examinations 

Shyam Chanderana, Timothy Hire, Praveen 
Kathirvasan, Harry Soma, Jerry Yang

Exceptional Progress in GCSE examinations  
Rohan Vyas

Resolute Learning Award Piroz Contractor 

Lower Sixth
For excellence, effort and progress  
during the Lower Sixth course 

Ancient History Owen Lawson
Art Oliver Withell
Biology Kartigan  Navaneethan
Chemistry Kartigan Navaneethan
Computing Thomas White
Duke of Edinburgh Joseph Mohan
Duke of Edinburgh Anvay Bitla
Economics Sahir Patel
English Language & Literature Jack Osborne
English Literature Benjamin Roig
French   Fineas Ivan
Games – Basketball Reggie Gonzales
Games – Cricket Edward Stock
Games – Hockey Amaan Manji
Games – Rugby Jack Shute
Geography James Milford
German Sachin Solanki
History Robert Curwen
Latin Tej Raval
Mathematics  James Barrett
Music Paul Greally
Philosophy, Religion & Ethics Francesco Rodrigues
Physics James Barrett
Politics Archie McCann
Product Design Shaan Patel
Psychology Paul Greally
Spanish Arthur Childs Dos Santos
Sport & PE Taia Tunstall
Young Engineers Inesh Ahuja

Upper Sixth
For excellence, effort and progress during  
the Upper Sixth course

Applied Economics Robert Silver Prize Ashvin Kapilan
Applied Science Rikesh Chauhan
Art JR Smith/Southern Prize Jack Osmond
Biological Science  EJ Slinn Prize Liam Peacock
Biology  Justin Ho
Chemistry WR Carter Prize Dylan Gordhan
Computing  Akshat Tripathi
Debating Nicholas Bush
Debating Samuel Benson
Economics Ayo Fasanya
English Language & Literature FH Vince Prize 

Stephen Dowds-Jones
English Literature FH Vince Prize Kushal Thobani
French RF Smith Prize Rudi Watford
Games – Cricket Tommy Thompson Prize Kailum Patel
Games – Cross Country Rod Sadgrove

Thomas Wright
Games – Elite Sportsman FH Openshaw Prize Max Brown
Games – Hockey Stanley Rous Prize Ethan Meller
Games – Rugby Stanley Rous Prize Max Brown
Geography PE Posner Prize Thomas Bartlett
German William Sullivan Prize Akshar Abhyankar
History Sir Frederick Pedler Prize Ethan Meller
Mathematics Keith Turner Prize Benjamin Jones
Mathematics Keith Turner Prize Rikesh Chauhan
Music FW Thomas Prize Nicholas Watt
Philosophy, Religion & Ethics Harry Bibring 
Prize Colm Finnegan
Physical Science Philip Proffit Prize Nicholas Bush
Physics Loydell Prize Kush Shah
Politics Brearley Prize Angus Finnegan
Product Design James Cox
Psychology Reese Patel
Spanish Stanley Rous Prize Nikhail Vaswani
Sport & PE OFA Prize  Louis Harris
Student Support Work Neil Hart Prize Rohan Nathwani

Thomas King-Cline, Kush Shah
Governors’ Prizes for Services to the School: 

Akshar Abhyankar, Ayodele Andrews,  
Nicholas Bush, Rikesh Chauhan, Ayo Fasanya, 

Angus Finnegan, Colm Finnegan,  
Benjamin Jones, Ethan Meller, Connor O’Donnell, 

Matteo Ponzini,  Kushal Thobhani
Woollams’ Prizes for Excellence in the A level examinations: 

Rikesh Chauhan, Justin Ho, Benjamin Jones, 
Hanyun Liu, Kavyesh Vivek

Exceptional Progress at A Level Jonathan Napier 
Other Achievements 2018-19
160 of the 2018 leavers were successful with their university 
applications. 97 students went to Russell Group Universities including 9 
who secured places at Oxford and Cambridge.

Student selected to represent his county in sport:
Max Brown – England Counties U18

Elite Sportsman for Rugby, Hockey 
& Cricket at 1st team level Max Brown
Duke of Edinburgh ‘Gold Awards’ Angus Finnegan 

Zamin Kesvani 
Zamin was presented with his medal by HRH Prince Edward

Prizegiving 2018-19
Guest of Honour

Professor John Brewer BSc., MPhil., PhD



Senior Prefects
2019-2020

Head Prefect
Josh Patel

Deputies
Ali Abdulla, Sahir Patel, Charley Smith

Head Boy Team
Max Adam, Aryan Patel, Robbie Curwen, Trey Tallon, Angus Forrest, 

Christopher Tang, Hamad Khan, Ben Walldock, James Milford

Senior Prefects
Yousif Ahmad
Owen Lawson

Qais Rodriguez Ahmed
Saqib Mahmood

Aland Amin
Amaan Manji
Billy Balchin

Shakeel Miah
Kunal Bhardwaj
Joseph Mohan
Sachin Bhatt

Kartigan Navaneethan

Anvay Bitla
Alexander Nazareth

Kushal Budhdeo
Parth Pandya
Louis Cardoso
Sachin Patel

Abdullah Chaudhary
Joshua Pressler
Shreyan Chohan
Mustafa Saleem

Luke Dejager
Apinash Selvakkumar

Murtaza Dhanerawala
Jaymin Shah
Sean Dieobi

Mustafa Shah
Aron Finkelstein

Jack Shute
Cavin Ganesh

Shreyash Singh
Fraser Ghai

Sivanujan Sivakumaran
Oliver Griffiths
Tolga Somer

Thomas Hill
Kian Songra

Ghannam Hussain
Shuayb Sookun

Aryan Jain
Shiam Sugarnan

Sameer Kanji
Aaron Treon

Hayyon Khan
Joseph Woodward

Sulayman Khan

The Headmaster, governors and staff of Watford Grammar School for Boys would like to thank 
the parents, alumni, friends and organisations who have supported the school during the year.

Gifts of time, expertise and money to the school continue to make a real difference  
to the education of our students.

 
Friends of Watford Grammar School for Boys

Watford Fuller Foundation

The Old Fullerians’ Association

All parental donors to the school
 

Affinity Water
AECOM Young Engineers

Ash Logistics Limited
Eaton

Engineering Development Trust
Howard Wilson
Laing O’Rourke

Leonardo
Mapac

Met Coaches
Opro

Pabulum
Philippa Parks 

SETPOINT
Sewell & Gardner

Synergy Construction  
and Property Consultants Ltd

Thames Water
Tuskar Construction Services Ltd

Wohl Reach Out Lab
Young Enterprise

Thank You
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