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Dear parents and carers, 

A return to normality has been very much appreciated by the school community and until recently, 

the number of positive Covid cases at Watford Boys has been relatively low. We have been 

fortunate. However, it was always likely that we would follow the pattern of many other schools in 

having to adapt as case numbers rise.  

Schools have been asked to develop plans in the event that the number of cases suggests 

transmission may be taking place in the school setting. The threshold for implementing such plans is 

defined as:  

 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for 

COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or 

 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for 

COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

 

The first of the two threshold criteria has been met in Year 7 and in Year 9. This means that we will 

continue to require all students and staff to wear face coverings in communal indoor spaces and 

students in Years 7 and Year 9 should wear face coverings in school at all times when they are 

indoors, including lessons. In addition, we will be asking all students in Years 7 and 9 to complete 

daily lateral flow tests at home and report these to the school via the website: 

www.testregister.co.uk We will distribute further test kits to these year groups in the coming days. 

This arrangement will apply for two weeks, when it will be reviewed in light of case numbers. It may 

be possible to step down some measures, but it is also conceivable that we may have to put more 

restrictions in place if case numbers rise further. In particular, the Hertfordshire Public Health Team 

has advised that we may have to move to sibling isolation in the event that case numbers rise 

significantly – we are not at that point yet.  

We will continue to work with the Hertfordshire Public Health Team to adapt these plans as required. 

In the meantime, please reinforce the need for good personal hygiene and encourage your son to 

take the regular lateral flow tests (daily for boys in years 7/9 and twice per week for all other 

students) – these have been invaluable as tools for identifying cases at an earlier stage. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ian Cooksey 

Headmaster 

http://www.testregister.co.uk/

