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Welcome to the final newsletter of the academic year. 

This newsletter marks the end of an extremely busy half term and the culmination of an extraordinary year.  One in 

which our school community has faced a barrage of challenges and, there is little doubt, a year which has been 

onerous at times.  Despite these demands and the worries that have been created by the pandemic, I never failed to 

be impressed by the tenacity to ‘carry on’ and the ability strive for excellence I see in each and every member of staff 

and each and every student.   

I would like to take this opportunity to say farewell to the students and families coming to the end of their journey at 

WBGS.  It was with much regret that we were unable to host our traditional ‘Leavers’ Lunch’ for Year 13 students.  

Starting as boys and leaving as promising young men, I know all of your teachers wish you well on the next chapter 

of your journey.  You are no longer a student with us but you will always be a ‘Watford Boy’; please stay in touch via 

our alumni network. 

As for our remaining students, this half term has been quite the whirlwind with sporting fixtures,  music 

competitions, theatrical performances, Duke of Edinburgh adventures, award-winning (beating students from 

Harrow and Eton!) essayists, academic blog writers, mathematics competitors, careers events, battle re-enactments 

and even the hugging of skunks!   

I hope you enjoy this newsletter and I wish you a delightful summer break.  

Mr Ian Cooksey 
Headmaster 
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Art – Awards for Excellence 

 Every year the art teachers look back over the 

previous three terms and select 3 students from 

every form for recognition, boys who have 

achieved excellence and who have done so 

consistently. 

It is always difficult to make these decisions and 

this year has been particularly challenging for us 

all when part of our learning has been remote 

and some has been blended. Not only the 

challenges of online teaching but also of a visual 

subject whose nature is totally changed by the 

sharing of work through Google classroom. Our 

teaching environment has changed to 

accommodate reduced contact and there have 

been no opportunities for group work or indeed much creativity, as explorations of materials have been curtailed by 

the requirement of continual sanitisation! Despite this, we have still had a very good year and some excellent work 

has been created - some at home and some as we have returned to the classroom. I think some of our students were 

even more successful as they were able to work remotely and focus completely, without distraction in developing 

their creativity. The following students have been rewarded for their achievements in art this year and should be 

very proud of the progress they have made and the extraordinary work they have created. 

Well done to all of our art students! 

Mrs Woods 

Head of Art 

Form Gold Silver Bronze Form Gold Silver Bronze 

 7B Vincent Victor Hamza 8B Prasun Haider Ali 

7C Rikhil Aaron Rowan 8C Vedant Sulaiman Joseph 

7F Pratim Achintya Lokan 8F Max Stanley Daniel 

7G Matthew Christo Jasir 8G Michal Gabriel Harry 

7N Likith Kush Jonathan 8N Sulaiman Raheel Ahmed 

7P Motiejus Victor Rupert 8P Oliver Ishan Maciej 

7R Hrudhay Aleks Veer 8R Kayhan Danush Luke 

7T Arjan Aran Aayush 8T Noah Kavya Romir 

In Year 9 we have 2 awards for each category: 

Gold Silver Bronze 

Alec, 9G Aryan, 9N Jameel, 9T 

Theo, 9G Aled, 9T Krishan, 9G 

In Year 10: 

Gold Silver Bronze 

Saheen, 10F Trishan, 10N Aswin, 10N 



Enrichment Week  

 
Our enrichment week was a huge success and saw boys taking part in a very wide and varied assortment of 

activities.  The sound of laughter, music and discussion filled the school once again and students have reported how 

much they enjoyed the experience.  The activities provided via Enrichment Week offer vital opportunities for boys to 

engage socially with their peers, face challenges, be exposed to new experiences, work in teams, extend their 

knowledge and promote personal development. Thanks go to Mrs Sylvester and Mrs Messik who coordinated the 

very busy timetable of activities.  

Some  of the enriching experiences that were taking place around school included  how to use Photoshop in Art, 

careers advice, guest speaker Andy Grant telling boys about his extraordinary journey overcoming  adversity, survival 

skills, orienteering, field games, motivational talks, yoga, mindfulness, dance with a professional dance teacher from 

Liberty Avid, mindfulness, drama workshops, code breaking, murder mystery challenges, cooking, psychology 

sessions, science experiments, battle re-enactments and more! 
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Enrichment Week  

   

 

 

The Design Technology department organised a ‘You Can do it’ task; boys had four different options to upcycle a can 

into: a bird feeder, a pencil pot, a mug or a candle holder. They completed marking out, drilling, pop riveting and 

spray painting.  Boys said it was ‘lots of fun’ and they all took their finished makes home with them.  

Music Trip to The Chase Care home 
During Enrichment we arranged a fulfilling trip on our Kindness Day to entertain residents 

of a local Care home; eight boys from year 8 and two boys from year 9 were chosen by Mr 

Hussey following their excellent entries to a recent music competition. 

We all met up at the Muse and packed the mini bus with Mr Curwen who very kindly 

volunteered to drive with their instruments to the venue, including a piano for Mr Hussey 

to accompany the boys…Mr Hussey’s moto should be ‘have piano will travel!’. 

Mr Hussey, Mr Mehta and myself walked the short distance to The Chase Care Home and 

were very warmly welcomed by the staff and residents. Whilst setting up in the garden, we 

couldn’t help but admire the party atmosphere they had created with colourful buntings and a table laden with soft 

drinks, cakes, biscuits and bananas, all generously set up for our boys.  

After a short introduction the boys played for the residents; their enjoyment was so lovely to see. We had a lady 

waving her arm to the music, a gentleman in a wheelchair who didn’t have much movement but was tapping his 

hand in time to the music and there was a lot of foot tapping by both staff and residents of the home. 

Our boys played a mixture of music on various instruments. They all played beautifully and were a credit to our 

school. They received lots of appreciation and were congratulated on how much their music was enjoyed. The home 

has not been visited by a school for over a year and they expressed how much they had been looking forward to the 

visit from our boys. 

For our students, it was a lovely experience for them to play to a live audience and a chance to give enjoyment to the 

local community, they were nervous at the start but many of them commented on how much they enjoyed playing 

for the care home residents and could see the joy they were giving. I have got to say...Yes, lots of cake and biscuits 

were eaten... but to the surprise of the care home staff so were the bananas! Well they did need that energy to walk 

the 20 minutes back to school. 

Well done to the boys you were amazing and thank you to Mr Curwen, Mr Hussey and Mr Mehta for supporting this 

visit. You always know it’s a success when you are invited back. The Chase Care Home have asked me to arrange a 

return visit from Watford Boys Grammar School very soon. 

Mrs Waterman 

Librarian 
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Duke of Edinburgh – Going for Gold! 

 

Check out WBGS Academic Blog 

 

Drama Round Up 

 

Did you know WBGS has an academic blog?  The talents and 

intelligence of our students shines through with their interesting, 

well written and thought provoking blog pieces.  The results of the 

inaugural WBGS Fuller Research Prize competition have been 

returned by the judges, and you can now read all of the top 3 

articles on the WBGS Looking Glass blog! These winning pieces are: 

 1st place : How to be born before your birthday 
 2nd place : Will the cryptocurrency sector recover from its recent crash? 
 3rd place : The Chomsky Hierarchy and Automata 

You can find the articles here: wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com   Find out about cryptocurrencies, history, 

artificial intelligence and more!  Grab yourself a coffee and take a look! 

After so many setbacks throughout the year, the enthusiasm of our budding actors has not been quelled with many 

boys showing passion for Drama as the after-school Drama club grows in popularity.  

Three of our youngest clubs have worked hard to put together a series of short plays.  The result was 5 different 

pieces made by our brilliant student dramatists in which we journeyed from the 18th century Caribbean Sea, to the 

Grand National and even received a visit from aliens. The creative and talented drama club students all produced 

these pieces using their own original scripts.  We had hoped to perform all of the plays during enrichment week, 

unfortunately, this was not possible owing to staff and student isolations.  

 

In addition to regular drama clubs, we were fortunate to have an external organisation called Smash Arts deliver a 

one-off work shop for boys during which they gained a taste of musical theatre.  

 

Whilst it has not been possible to organise any large scale whole-school productions because of Covid restrictions I 

am optimistic for next year and look forward to the time when we can welcome you to take your seats and enjoy a 

real show!  Watch this space! 

Mr Campion 

Dramatist-in-Residence  

Congratulations to our Year 13 students 

Thomas, Omar,Harry, Manas, Adity, Rafi, 

and Arjun who were put to test on 

Mount Snowdon in order to achieve 

their Duke of Edinburgh Gold awards- 

which they successfully gained.   The 

team pictured here at 900M high and 

their wild base camp at 710M. Well done 

on this fantastic achievement.  

Mr Mason 

Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 

https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2021/07/will-cryptocurrency-sector-ever-recover.html
http://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/
https://wbgslookingglass.blogspot.com/2021/07/will-cryptocurrency-sector-ever-recover.html
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Food Technology News 

 

Farewells and Welcomes 

 As a large school with over 200 members of staff, it is a matter of course that each year we have staff leave us and 

go on to new chapters of their lives and careers.  We are very proud of our staff; they are the foundation of our 

students’ success and wellbeing.  Teachers and support staff have faced a year of exceptional challenge and have 

continued to ensure boys received the highest quality of education.   

This year we say farewell and good luck to the following valued members of our teaching staff: 

 

Ms J Callow, Mr D Kendal, Mrs K Krishnaswamy, Mrs G Woods, Ms F Woods, Mrs J Rayat and Mr S Williams. 

We also said goodbye the following support staff: 

Ms E Barrett, Mrs S Berryman, Mr M Dawson, Mrs C Montague, Ms J Restarick and Mr S Sewell.  

Mrs Paula Goad our much loved Attendance Coordinator sadly passed away this year. Our sympathies are extended 

to all who loved her. She is greatly missed.  

We take this opportunity to welcome the following people who will be joining our teaching staff: 

Ms R Ali (Design Technology), Mr R Finnehan (PE), Ms H Grimston (English), Ms P Hitardo (Spanish), Ms K Leigh (Art), 

Ms Rebecca MacRae (History), Mr J Nicholas (English), Mr B Nunes (Maths), Mr A Pakoglu (Computer Science), Mr M 

Pearce (SENDCo), Mr S Prabhakar (Physics), Mr P Ross (Economics) and Ms M Sholaya (English).  

And a warm welcome to the new members of support staff: 

Ms R Branch (PSO), Mr P Gwinnell (Site Assistant), Mr F Maclean (Site Assistant) and Mrs R Ocquidant (SEND Admin) 

Enrichment Week 

The year 7 and 8 boys did an amazing job during 

enrichment week, rising to the challenge to get 

‘cheffy’ and creative in a one hour food styling 

experience using a chocolate teacake.  After a quick 

introduction, the timer was set for the 20 minute 

styling task. It was lovely to watch the intense 

concentration, engagement and excitement as 

sauces were drizzled and poured, cream was piped, 

cocoa was dusted and fruit was cut and placed 

strategically.  

It was a pleasure to witness the amazing creative 

results and the boys pride as they showed off their 

styled plates.  The boys were given the opportunity 

to reflect on their learning before they tucked into 

eating their master pieces! Comments included ‘We 

can use up food waste to style up other dishes like 

making fruit purees.’ ‘Manage time well by thinking 

and planning before you begin a task.’ ‘Play with 

flavours and textures – fruit balances out 

sweetness’ When you’ve finished, don’t be tempted 

to add more!’ A big thank you to the boys and to all the staff that helped and supported this fun challenge.  
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Food Technology News 

 Year 10 practical exams 

The year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition students have all been able to complete their three hour practical 

summer exam which has given them a valuable insight into what to expect in the actual three hour NEA next year. 

After the impact of lock down on practical lessons, it was wonderful to see the skills and confidence the boys have 

developed in their Master Chef style dishes.  

  

 

 

 

 

Food teachers Tunnocks tea cake travels the world competition 

The Challenge for 2021 was to present a Tunnock’s Teacake to 

the theme of “Teacake Travels Around the World”.  Judging 

criteria were to present a stunning dish that demonstrated 

creativity, skill and the use of ethically sourced ingredients.   

Our two entries this year were from Joshua and Adam.  Adam 

created a stencil which included key world landmarks like Christ 

the Redeemer and the Taj Mahal. He dusted icing sugar over the 

stencil to create the delicate image. His tea cake was formed 

into the world and he used fondant icing to form the continents, 

plane and fight paths.   

 
Joshua’s design was entered for the most novel category. He 

chose Norway as his theme because of his family links. He 

turned the teacake into a skier and baked shortbread skis, 

mountains and a Norwegian flag. He used chopsticks dusted 

with icing sugar to create the appearance of ski tracks. His 

choice of fruit even matched the Norwegian flag. Both designs 

received many votes but unfortunately were not outright 

winners. The boys, together with other year 10 sturdents who 

took part in the challenge, are to be commended for their 

creativity and effort. 

Mrs Zacharia 

Food Technology 
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Globe Players perform for students 

Honours for Angie 

 

 

On Tuesday 15th June the English 

Department were privileged to host a 

visiting company of actors called the Globe 

Players who put on two entertaining 

performances for some year groups.  Our 

current Year 10s enjoyed an analytical 

performance 'An Inspector Calls', a key 

GCSE text for some classes, while the Year 

7s were entertained by 'What You Will', a 

lively introduction to Shakespeare's 

plays.  Both year groups appreciated the 

opportunity to experience live theatrical 

performances, and fascinating Q&A sessions 

with the actors, in a way that hasn't been 

possible recently, and we were very grateful 

to have this opportunity to welcome such 

talented and engaging performers to our 

school. 

Mrs J Marshall 
KS3 English Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very special member of our staff, Angie Dukes has been working with us at Watford Grammar School for boys since 

1976. The whole school community value Angie for her hard work in keeping the school clean and tidy and always 

having a friendly smile.  Now her hard work and 45 years of dedication to the service of the school have been 

recognised formally.  Congratulations to Angie, who is a very worthy recipient of the Medal of the Order of the 

British Empire (BEM) for services to education. We do hope that she will keep it as well polished as the brass in 

school. Well done Angie – amazing! We are very proud of you. 
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Librarian Update 

 

Sports Day 2021 

 

Six weeeks of summer is upon us.  Relaxing, playing, holidaying, socialising with friends and family and enjoying the 

long sunny days; it’s time for some much deserved rest and relaxation.  The summer break provides the perfect 

chance to enjoy a book.  It’s an opportune time to try a new genre or author.  Reading provides escapism and whilst 

helping enhance your wellbeing you will be improving your knowledge and opening your imagination.   Why not take 

part in our summer reading challenge! 

The World Around Us – WBGS Summer Reading Challenge 2021 

The aim of this year’s Holiday Reading Challenge is to focus on characters in books who may live a different life to 

yours. As someone once said “Unless you have walked a mile—or hundreds of miles in someone else’s shoes, it can be 

difficult to understand what some people really go through.” Through reading these books you will have the 

opportunity to share their adventures and experiences. 

We have compiled a list of some powerful books for you to read, you will find the reading list has been added to the 

‘The World Around Us’ Google Classroom, along with an introduction to guide you, and various activities for you to 

complete the Reading challenge.  

Prizes will be awarded to those whose work demonstrates an outstanding effort and excellence. 

Remember staff and students have free access to VLE Books Online. (Remember Before you start, you must be 
logged into Google Chrome with your school email address) 

 
Your local library also offers free access to Borrow Box e-books and audio books.  Hertfordshire Library Services  

Mrs Waterman 

Librarian  

We were delighted to be able to host Sports day this year, despite various challenges including inclement weather, 

an event we sorely missed last year! 

Congratulations to all of students and staff who took part in a variety of track and field events.  We saw some 

excellent sporting performances and great effort all round.  Boys got to see their teachers in a different light thanks 

to the staff who stepped up to compete in the Mile, 100m and relay; the competitive spirit amongst the staff is 

definitely strong. 

 

https://www.vlebooks.com/vleweb/Home/index
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/ebooks-and-audiobooks/ebooks-and-audiobooks.aspx
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Maths News 

 Junior Maths Challenge Hertfordshire Maths Challenge Year 8 Final  

We entered a team of four year 8 students; Ray, Raheel,  Prasun 

and Anish, who worked really well as a team. The final consisted 

of 4 rounds of mathematical puzzles and was held as a remote 

event because of Covid restrictions. 

The team "team Bob" beat a strong field of local schools  to secure 

the top spot winning a trophy for the school to keep for a year and 

personal certificates.  It wasn't a surprise that one member of the 

team; Ray, was in the year 8 national mathematics Olympiad the 

day before. 

Hertfordshire Maths Challenge Year 7 Final 
The final took place on 9th June . It was again, a remote event due to Covid restrictions. Our team of 4 students 

"Colonel Python" who are;  Nikodem, Rayhan, Zaheen and Likith, came fifth out of 53 schools who entered the 

county maths competition.  Scoring 157 points and in the fourth and last round scored 55 out of a possible 60 marks, 

a very impressive performance. 

Junior UKMT maths challenge follow on rounds 
The Junior Kangaroo and Junior Olympiad was held in school on 15th June.  

Students were invited to take part, as a result of their personal performance in the initial Junior maths challenge 

round.  Students who achieved Gold were invited to take the Junior Maths Kangaroo and four of the very highest 

achievers; Sajan, Ray, Josiah and Felix were invited to take part in the Junior Olympiad.  

Hamilton Olympiad Achievement for Jakub 
Jakub in 10p not only gained a distinction in the recent Hamilton 

Olympiad, but he was also awarded a book and a medal for his 

achievements, only 50 students in the country achieved the award and 

Jakub was one of them! 

 Mr Slingsby presented the award to Jakub during his maths lesson.  

Mr S White 

Maths Challenge Coordinator 

Inter-house Maths Competition 
 Boys from Year 8 and Year 9 took part in the maths 

interhouse competition during the penultimate week of the Summer 

term. There was great competitiveness as they worked on various 

rounds, culminating in the frantic relay round. The winning house in Year 

8 was New and the winning house in Year 9 was Bushey. Congratulations to these teams and well done to everyone 

who took part! 

Mr Slingsby 
Mathematics Department  
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MFL NEWS 

 Trip to La Boulangerie! 

On Friday June 25th, room 109 had a makeover and was transformed momentarily into a French boulangerie! Year 7 

students created a conversation which they then practised in turn whilst buying their croissants and pains au 

chocolat. Following on from their trip to "la Boulangerie", students sampled their purchases: a most welcome second 

breakfast! miam miam..... 

Mrs Graham 

MFL  KS3 coordinator 

German Ice Cream meets The Euros! 

Ms Websters’ year 7 and 8 German classes celebrated all things summer 

(ice cream and the football) as part of their lessons.  Here student Kian 

tells us about the experience: 

Today we had a very good lesson. We first went outside and sat on the 
tables. We lined up outside and some people were servers. We spoke in 
German and ordered ice cream. This helped us to get more experience 
with how you might order food. I got chocolate ice cream (the best ice 
cream). We then went into the library and did a sweepstake for the Euros . 
I found it very interesting how the Different countries are pronounced 
differently in German. 
Kian P 7F 
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Music News  

 

This has been a massively different and difficult 

year for everyone, but musically we have 

managed to maintain a certain degree of 

performing throughout the year, in one form or 

another, within the limitations of the restrictions. 

We have been able to run some chamber groups, 

and excellent performances from the Chilcott 

String Quartet and the Fuller Trio featured in our 

celebrations for Founders’ Day. We have also 

managed to run an Upper Sixth School Big Band, 

latterly a Year 10 Big Band, and orchestral bubble 

groups for years 7-10, featuring a whole variety of 

instrumentalists. With these orchestral bubbles 

we had been working on Pharrell Williams’ 

‘Happy’ and Taio Cruz’s ‘Dynamite’ and we 

managed to perform these outside on Sports Day 

to a very enthusiastic crowd, just avoiding the rain! Well done to all of those involved and sorry to disappoint many 

year 7 players who unfortunately were self-isolating. 

Following on from the success of our earlier video productions of ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ and ‘We’ll Meet 

Again’, and for posterity, we set about engineering our third Virtual Orchestral Performance and you will soon be 

able to see our efforts with ‘Happy’ on the school website. Our musicians have turned up faithfully in their bubbles 

each week to make this work. Some of the students have sent in their remote performances of the piece, which we 

have tried to incorporate into the performance, and I hope that you agree that it is a performance of which our 

students should be justifiably very proud!  

Plans to have the Music Competition in 

the Autumn Term were scuppered by 

the virus, but we were determined to 

stage it at some point, and stage it we 

did on Thursday 17th and Friday 18th 

June in the Concert Hall. It was a 

resounding success, with 147 entries 

and 25 classes, brilliantly adjudicated by 

Mr Tom Hammond, who hit just the 

right note (no pun intended!) with his 

comments, both written and verbal. It 

was great to hear our musicians play 

again. Ten students competed in the 

Lower School String Class, nine boys in 

the Middle School Guitar Class, fifteen 

boys in the Year 9 Middle School Piano 

and eleven boys in the Upper School 

Piano class. (Cont.) 

  

Owen in Year 12 performed Cornet Sonata Op.18, Movement 3 on trumpet during 

the music competition. 

The judging panel adjudicated by Mr Tom Hammond give constructive feedback to entrants to 

the WBGS Music School Competition 2021. 
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New Windows for the English Block 

 

Music News  

 

Most classes had at least four competitors, so a massive thank you to all those who entered the Competition. There 

were many outstanding musical performances over the two days and, as some of you will be aware, the Rosebowl is 

traditionally awarded to the best performances during the Competition. 

When he summed up at the end of the second day, Mr Hammond gave 

his special commendations and these were Jerry’s (U6) performance of 

the last movement of the Franck violin sonata, Ben’s (U6) rendition of 

Jozsef Balogh’s Gypsy Songs on the saxophone, Archie’s (Year 10) 

Nocturno for French horn by Strauss, Sammy’s (Year 7) rendition of the 

first movement of the Rimsky-Korsakov trombone concerto, Neev’s 

(Year 8) drum kit performance of Ziggy Stardust by David Bowie, Jaimy’s 

(Year 9) rendition of James Uwings’ ‘That sounds like Noise’ on the 

electric guitar, and Kaeshav’s (Year 11) performance of the Concert 

Etudes op. 40 nos 1 and 3 by Nikolai Kapustin. In the end, it was 

decided that there would be two winners of the Rosebowl for 2021, Ben (U6) and Kaeshav (Year 11). Ben’s 

performance was flawless, highly musical, with a superbly rounded sound emanating from his saxophone. Kaeshav’s 

rendition of the two concert etudes provided an awe-inspiring moment of controlled virtuosity on the piano. The 

Rising Star Award, in memory of our former librarian Jean Walford goes to Sammy in Year 7 who has impressed us all 

year with his outstanding playing on the trombone and he came first in the Lower School Brass Class. We also award 

the Kienitz Cup to students who have gone the extra mile to support the school’s extra-curricular music programme 

during their time at Watford Boys and this year the recipient of this award is Thomas (U6). Thomas has been a 

regular performer with the Senior Strings Group, Senior Orchestra, the Senior Choir, Fuller Quartet and this year, 

when an Upper Sixth pianist was required in the Upper Sixth Big Band, he stepped in to play the 

piano.Congratulations also go to the students that gave up their time to visit a local care home during Enrichment 

week to provide musical entertainment of a very high standard. The comments from the carers were ones of 

immense gratitude. 

I should like to remind every student who has a musical instrument in school, to take it home for the holidays. Those 

of you taking Associated Board and Trinity Music Exams will be sent your results by email in the holidays. Any 

students who would benefit from the use of one of our music lockers next year should let Mr Hussey know as soon 

as possible as several of them have become available now the Upper Sixth have moved on.  

Thank you to all those who have diligently participated in the music activities that we have been able to run and 

hopefully we will be able to have more activities running for you when we return in September. Enjoy the break! 

Mr S.M. Hussey 

Director of Music 

 

We are delighted to confirm that WBGS has been successful in obtaining a £277,000 grant from the Department for 

Education to finance the replacement of the windows and doors within the English Block.  This building was added to 

the school around 65 years ago, and is really showing its age now.  The addition of new windows and doors will 

significantly improve the thermal performance of the building whilst enhancing the aesthetics of the block and 

reducing the School’s carbon footprint. It will create a much better learning environment for both staff and 

students.  The awarding of the grant has come too late, unfortunately, for the works to be carried out over the 

summer holidays, but the installation is planned to take place during 2022. It will be worth the wait! 

Mr Thorold 

Assistant Head and Finance Director 

Taran in Year 10 performed Teem taal on Tabla. 
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Prize Winning Essayist receives award 

 

Gardening Club 

 

 

It was a real honour and a privilege to 

attend the prize giving  ceremony with 

award winning essayist Ben to collect his 

award for Totalitarian Essay competition 

https://historyoftotalitarianism.com/  at 

the Polish Embassy.  There were many 

dignitaries including the Polish Ambassador 

to Britain Professor Arkady 

Rzegocki, Professor Aleksander Szczerbiak, 

Professor Hugo de Burgh, Dr Natalia 

Murray, Peter Rendek, James Bartholomew 

- writer and journalist from Financial Times 

and Telegraph and Roger Moorhouse who 

has written a recent book on Polish 

involvement in the early part of WWII.  

Winning WBGS student Ben read his essay extremely confidently and it resonated with everyone in the room.  Ben 

praised his WBGS teachers who had supported him throughout his time at Watford Boys and made special mention 

of Mr Roy's thought provoking English discussions on dystopias, Mr McGinty for allowing him the time to find his 

feet once again at school and Mr Ponte for pushing him to enter.  

Ben was particularly proud that his essay beat entries from students at prestigious private schools including Harrow 

and Eton.  

 

Mr McDermott 
Head of History 

 

Well done to the boys who have been 

developing their horticultural skills with Mr 

Mason and Miss Butler in the greenhouse 

and for continuing during difficult times. 

The gardening club have successfully grown 

a variety of plants including runner beans, 

Tomatoes, Sunflowers and some Herbs!  

 

 

  

https://historyoftotalitarianism.com/


Page 15 of 20 
 

Outdoor classroom update  

Pride Month    

Careers Morning 2021    

 

The Outdoor Classroom created this year is coming into bloom and being put to good used with boys using the space 

for not just Biology lessons but as pleasant space for wellbeing sessions, inspiring English lessons and bringing battles 

to life in History lessons.   

 

 

 

As part of Pride 2021, we have been looking at the history of gender 

perceptions during a dedicated assembly with students, which you can 

watcher here: Pride 2021 Assembly 

Read more about Pride here: 

https://www.futurelearn.com/info/blog/pride-month-2021 

WBGS LGBTQ+ Club runs weekly, find out more about this and how 

students can access support on our wellbeing page: 

thttps://www.watfordboys.org/student_wellbeing.aspx 

Ms. Woods 

 

 

 

Careers Day at WBGS is, in other years, a large 

scale event coordinated with the Old Fullerian 

Association (the WBGS Alumni member 

organisation) which invites 50 mentors to have 

Careers support session with students in the 

Lower Sixth Form.  Alas, this year it was not 

possible to safely host such an event of this 

scale. However, we are very pleased to be able 

to invite a small number of careers mentors to 

give presentations to Year 13 in their forms.  The mentors, who are Old Boys, volunteered their time to come back to 

the School and share their story; the journey their career path took them on and to offer advice and answer question 

from students. This year we were fortunate to have 8 mentors from a range of professions included economics, law, 

government, insurance, IT and business.  The morning provided students with insights in to various professions and 

advice which could prove invaluable for ensuring they achieve their career ambitions.  

 

https://www.loom.com/share/12bba989e7f14782856f83ad3c8426eb
https://www.futurelearn.com/info/blog/pride-month-2021?fbclid=IwAR0RHZE0Gr6TM5tRdqEGLAxbZd62ulhrcGZEPWbnfEWN_5_2lDB5GVKGA8s
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Sports News 

 

This summer has seen a welcome return to competitive sport and inter-

school fixtures. As a School we have had over 40 fixtures across 13 

different teams with over 170 pupils representing the School during that 

time. 

The 1st XI hosted the MCC on 28th June, in the inaugural fixture in the 

new School Cricket Pavilion. Whilst the weather was not the greatest, we 

still managed to get a full game in, with the school ultimately falling just 

short. Success was had by the 1st XI against QE Barnet, where we won a very tight game by 2 runs. Our best 

performance of the year came against Haberdasher's, where we scored 193-4, with Snehan  carrying his bat for an 

unbeaten 79* in his final game for the School. 

Lower years have experienced success in County Cup competitions, with the U14s reaching the final, where they 

came up against a very strong Haileybury side. Our U12s have also reached the County Cup final, where they will also 

play Haileybury at the start of the Autumn term. 

Our U13s played well in the county cup, reaching the semi-finals, and our U15s have had a good season, however 

have had some disruption due to having had players called up to represent the 1st XI. 

Overall, it has been an enjoyable, if slightly hectic term, with over 40 fixtures crammed in to the last 5 weeks. My 

thanks to all the teaching staff who have taken teams and given up their time on Saturdays, and to all the boys who 

have taken pride in representing the School this summer. 

Mr Dyson 

Head of Sport 

Basket Ball News, reported by student Gabriel 
Watford Boys Grammar School Wombats were 

invited to the LISBA Varsity Basketball Day 

Competition on Saturday the 19th of June. The 

team consisted of 12 players: Sidney, Gabriel, 

Harry, Seb, Amveer, Drew, Elorm, Johan, Tom C, 

Tom O, Edmond, Ollie. Mill Hill, Dwight, Forrest, 

UCS and WBGS were all invited to the 5 game, 

and two competition, long tournament. The 

two competitions were a dunk contest, with 

9.5ft rims, and a three point contest. Ollie, 

despite being in year 10 and the youngest 

player in the tournament, won the dunk contest 

for the Wombats. We were able to win all 4 

matches in great fashion with the team putting 

in 110% effort throughout the whole 

tournament. Players of the games were Tom O, Johan, Seb and Sidney. 

Please remember: All upcoming fixtures are on the dedicated Schools sports website and can be found by pupils and 

parents via the link on the School website – follow the link here: WBGS Sports Website 

 

 

http://www.watfordboyssports.org/default.asp?Id=359
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PRE News 

 

During Enrichment Week, year 9 students took part in a PRE drop down about medical ethics. Please enjoy the 

article about our Drop Down Day by year 9 student Tom below. 

 Mrs Charlton 
Head of PRE 

PRE Drop Down Day – Medical Ethics Review  by year 9 student Tom 

 The purpose of the second PRE drop down day was to learn all about medical ethics. We started the day by listening 

to a presentation about medical ethics, different examples of it and why it's important. The presentation was run by 

a doctor, Adrienn Gyori, and it focused on the moral repurcussions of three different specific subjects: Abortion, 

Euthanasia and Genetic Engineering. For abortion, the doctor showed us the different areas of the world and the 

laws on abortion in those areas. For example, in the UK, mothers can have abortions up to 24 weeks, but in most 

countries, like the USA, an abortion can only be done up to the 12th week, but the mother normally finds out only a 

few weeks before that point. She then showed us the progression of the abortion laws in the UK, and how they have 

developed over the years. We were told about the reasons that a mother could get an abortion, be it to prevent 

mental damage, or to save the mother’s life. In the final part of that section, we were taught about a dentist named 

Savita Halappanavar, who was denied of an abortion, and she later died from a miscarriage. 

 

Euthanasia was next, and we were first shown the legality of euthanasia around the world, similarly to the abortion 

part of the presentation. There were then many case studies given to us, all on euthanasia in different ways. It 

showed Harold Shipman, the serial killer who would kill his patients after getting into their inheritance, Nigel Cox, 

who wanted to help his elderly patient by ending her suffering, Assisted Suicide (Debbie Purdy who had multiple 

sclerosis wanted to end her own life, but she needed her husband to take her to a place where it was legal), and 

Tony Bland who was left in a coma after the Hillsborough Stadium disaster, and his parents had him taken off of life 

support. The last thing in the euthanasia section was about the dangers of CPR. 

 

The last section of the presentation was about genetic engineering. We were told about the different ways to assist 

fertilisation, the first being egg freezing. The ovaries are injected by hormones, the eggs are ‘harvested’ and then 

frozen. This almost entirely stops the process of aging, but implantation isn’t a guaranteed success. We looked at the 

case study of Natalie Evans, a woman who used the egg freezing method due to her ovary cancer, and she and her 

husband broke up, and the partner wasn’t comfortable with them using the eggs, so she could never have a child. 

After that, we looked at embryo screening and surrogacy, different methods of having (or choosing a specific type 

of) a child. The last thing we looked at in the presentation was the cloning of Dolly the sheep. 

 

The rest of the day was spent making a podcast on one of the three subjects we looked at in the presentation. Dr. 

Hedges gave us a quick presentation on how to make a podcast, and afterwards, we had the day to make it. Period 2 

was spent researching the topic that we chose. Period 3 was recording the podcast and then we had period 4 to 

make it all work properly. In period 5, we got the opportunity to listen to everyone else in our forms’ podcasts, and 

that took up the whole period. Overall, the whole day was very interesting, and taught the students a lot about 

subjects that they weren’t likely to know much about. It provided a lot of information that is very important for 

people to know, as they are all heavy topics that are a bit mysterious, and slightly vague. 
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Timings of the school day in September 

 

Reasons to be Grateful 

Goodbye and Good Luck to our Leavers 

 

 

Thankfulness Video - At the end of a difficult year, staff and students have contributed to a video in which they say 

things for which they have been thankful.  This can only be accessed through a school account, but has been posted 

to all year group Google Classrooms, so do ask your son if you’d like to see it.  We hope it will bring a smile to your 

face! 

Mr Matthews 

WBGS Lay Chaplain 

Please note the timings of the School day in September 2021 will be as follows: 

Period 1                                8.30am 

Period 2                                9.30am 

Break/registration              10.30am 

Break/registration              10.55am 

Period 3                                11.20am 

Period 4                                12.20pm 

Lunch                                    1.20-2.15pm 

Period 5                                2.15pm 

Finish                                     3.15pm 

(Period 6                               3.15-4.15) Extracurricular/Sports clubs 

Please see the latest update from Mr Cooksey on the school website which details plans for the next academic year 

here: Headmaster’s Update – Plans for next academic year 2021/2022 

As boys reach the end of their journery with 

us WBGS it is always an emotional time and 

even more so after what has been such a 

turbulent year.  We would like to 

congratulate all of our departing students; 

you have achieved so much and we wish 

you all the best in the next chapter of your 

lives. Remember, you may no longer be a 

WBGS student but you will always be a 

Watford Boy.  You are now entitled to  

register as alumni, this wil enable you to 

stay up–to-date with school news and 

maintain contact with friends and teachers.  

You can register online here:  

Alumni Registration Form 

https://www.watfordboys.org/NewsArticle.aspx?id=10349
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/WatfordFullerFoundation/alumniregistration.html
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Friends of WBGS News & Updates  

 

This has once again been a much quieter term than usual for the Friends of School, however we have finally 

managed a couple of fundraising activities - a big thank you to those who have supported these.  

Design a Hoodie Competition 

One of the WBGS uniform suppliers, MAPAC kindly offered to give one lucky boy the opportunity to have a custom-

made hoodie printed with their own design and so we ran a Design a Hoodie Competition during June. There was no 

set brief and so entrants were free to be as creative as they liked with their design. There were a whole range of 

designs; all well-thought out, creative ideas. The Friends of School Committee had the difficult task of judging all the 

designs, which they did using a ranked scoring system.  

The top 3 designs are featured below, and we are delighted to announce the winner is Louis in year 8 with his 

design based on the core school values of Endeavour and Excellence; Integrity and Kindness; and Creativity and 

Individuality. 

Louis will get his winning design printed onto a hoodie by MAPAC and be able to wear his custom-designed garment 

with pride! Congratulations!     

1st Place: Louis, year 8 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Place: Bobby,year 7      3rd Place: William, year 8 

 

 

 

 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop  
The second-hand uniform shop has continued to offer a valuable service to parents providing good quality school 

uniform and sports kit at low prices, as well as raising a surprising amount of money for the school.  I’d like to say a 

particular thank you to the very small group of parents who keep the shop running on a weekly basis, and who, with 

your donations of stock, have managed to raise in excess of £2,100 this year. Additionally, by providing an outlet for 

parents to pass on items that are out-grown but still have plenty of wear left in them, means the shop is also a great 

environmental success. Thank you!     

The phenomenal amount of sales in the past few weeks mean we are once again in need of donations. Please do 

have a look through your son’s uniform and sports kit over the summer and if there are items that have been 

outgrown, please donate them to the school on our return in September.  

The shop will reopen in September on Wednesday 8th 3.30-4.30pm and Saturday 11th 10am-12 noon and an 

appointment to visit can be made here. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FgalC5_dYfGfqBDUgWTc5cve0MKF-xT2IYjb8NvwvoM/edit?usp=sharing
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Friends of WBGS News & Updates  

 

Family Draw 

This term’s winner is A. Sisodia, number 63.  If you don’t currently participate in the draw but would like to do so to 

be in with a chance of winning a cash prize each term, please contact familydraw@friendsofwbgs.org 

Vacant Positions on the FoS Committee 

We have had a change-over of key Committee members this past half-term with both a new Secretary and Treasurer 

being appointed at the AGM. I wish them both well in their new roles.   

At the AGM I also announced my intention to stand down as Chair at the next AGM in November.  I have thoroughly 

enjoyed my time as Chair and will continue to help out as part of the wider FoS Committee, however unfortunately a 

change to my work commitments means I am no longer able to continue in my current role. We are therefore 

looking for a Chair as of November. This person would ideally join the Committee in September to enable a hand-

over in the months leading up to the AGM. 

 

We are also looking to appoint a Vice-Chair and a Parent Volunteer Coordinator.  Role descriptions for both these 

posts can be found on the school and Friends websites. If you are interested in finding out more, or would like to put 

yourself forward for any of these positions please get in touch at info@friendsofwbgs.org 

Date for Your Diary - Annual Quiz Night: Saturday 13th November  
We really hope to return to more “normal” activities in September and so are planning to run the popular annual 

Quiz Night. This is being brought forward to kick-start what we hope will be a good number more fundraising events 

and activities, so please mark the date in your diary now: Saturday 13th November. More details will be provided 

next term.  

Thank you for your on-going support in what has been a difficult year for everyone, we wish you a healthy and 

enjoyable Summer holiday.  

 

Mrs Amanda Rafferty   

Chair WBGS Friends of School      www.friendsofwbgs.org 

E-mail info@friendsofwbgs.org

Stay in Touch 
If you would like to stay up-to-date with the latest news from the school community then why not join us on our 

social media channels: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram 

@watfordboysgrammar 

https://www.instagram.com/watfordboysgrammar/ 

Facebook – School Page 

https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys 

Facebook – Alumni Page 

https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni 

 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/WBGSExcellence 

Linked In 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys 

 

mailto:familydraw@friendsofwbgs.org
http://www.friendsofwbgs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watfordgrammarboys
https://www.facebook.com/wbgsalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.linkedin.com/school/watford-grammar-school-for-boys

