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        23 February 2021 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
I am delighted to be able to write to you about our initial plans for the imminent return to school of 
all students. 
 
The government announced yesterday that schools should phase a return to live teaching on site 
over the week beginning 8th March. In order to identify any asymptomatic cases, all students should 
be offered testing before return to lessons and be tested twice more in the first two weeks of 
schools’ resumption. (If we have not yet received consent for your son to be tested you should 
receive a separate email communication from us today.)  
 
The key features of our plans (which for now must remain ‘subject to confirmation’) are: 
 

 Year 11 to undertake their mock examinations from Monday 8th March – a separate 
communication about their timetables will be sent to them/posted on Google Classroom 
today. 

 All students to be offered a lateral flow Coronavirus test on either Monday 8th or Tuesday 9th 
March. Later this week or early next week, your son should receive an invitation to attend 
school at a specific time on one of these two days. Unless in Year 11, he will attend school 
only for the purpose of taking this test and return home immediately after the test. 

 To enable this mass testing of students to take place, for these two days (Monday 8th and 
Tuesday 9th March) you should expect your son to have work set on Google Classroom rather 
than a programme of live lessons. 

 All year groups to resume live lessons in school on Wednesday 10th March. 

 Two further tests to be conducted in school during the period Thursday 11th March – Friday 
19th March during lesson times. 

 
Please note that these plans are subject to change and represent what we hope might be achieved 
by our best endeavours to meet government expectations. 
 
Symptomatic students 
Students displaying any symptoms of coronavirus must not attend school (whether to attend a test 
or lessons). As previously, symptomatic students should book a test through the NHS. 
 
Keyworker and ‘vulnerable’ children 
The keyworker and ‘vulnerable’ children who have been attending school for supervision during the 
period of school closure may continue to attend school on Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th March. 
 
Year 11 & 13 only: A Level and GCSE process 
We still await further guidance on the process by which A Level and GCSE grades will be awarded this 
year. We will be in touch with you as soon as we have further information to provide. 
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We will of course write to you again before the resumption of school with confirmation of these 
arrangements, also to include details of our updated risk assessment. I am sure our students, like our 
staff, are very much looking forward to being back to something approaching ‘proper school’ and as 
ever we greatly appreciate your support through these mercurial times. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ian Cooksey 
 

 
 
  


