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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Ofsted Inspection Report 

I am delighted to be writing to you to let you know the outcome of our recent Ofsted inspection at 

which the school was judged to be Outstanding. This recognition of the quality of education provided 

at the school is a source of great pride to the students and staff. You can read the whole report by 

following this link. 

We welcomed a team of five inspectors, including two of Her Majesty’s Inspectors (HMI), for two 

days in mid-October 2021. As a previously outstanding school, WBGS had been exempt from 

inspection for over a decade, so it is particularly rewarding to have maintained such high standards 

over a very long period of time. The introduction of the well-publicised new Ofsted framework in 

September 2019 has raised the bar, introducing new emphasis on the quality of the curriculum, 

personal development and staff wellbeing. The Chief HMI, Amanda Spielman, has acknowledged that 

the new framework and the removal of the exemption for outstanding schools is likely to result in 

about half of all outstanding schools losing that status. Not only did we avoid that outcome, this is 

the first time that Watford Boys has achieved a ‘clean sweep’ of outstanding judgements in every 

category; it is reasonable to conclude that we have not only sustained excellence over the 

intervening years between inspections – we have also sought improvements and progressed.   

You may be struck by the brevity of the report. Ofsted have chosen this style to maximise 

accessibility to all their reports. They provided us with a good deal more feedback during the 

inspection process, which has given us a valuable external perspective on our school. We are 

delighted with this analysis of our school, but do not see it as ‘journey’s end’. There is no Ofsted 

category of ‘perfection’ and nor would that ever be attainable, but we are committed to seeking 

continuous improvements and we are motivated by the desire to provide the very best possible 

educational experience for our boys. We will be making the most of the advice we have received 

from the inspectors to enhance what we do and we will continue to act on feedback from our 

community. 

We are blessed with a wonderful community. We have a committed, passionate and talented body 

of staff and our students were praised throughout the report. Watford Boys is described by Ofsted as 

a ‘remarkably friendly and welcoming school’ and pupils’ behaviour is described as ‘superb.’ 

We are also very grateful to parents - past and present - for their involvement and support in so 

many ways.  Your  alignment  with  our  values  in  education  is  important  in  helping  your  children 

develop a consistent and mature approach. Your support of your children to access the breadth and 

depth of provision - both curricular and extra-curricular - means that they have every chance to 

flourish in the way the inspectors recognised. Your  willingness  to  engage  with  us  in  a  courteous  

and collaborative way if things don’t go quite according to plan mean that we can, together, foster 
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excellent personal development in our  young people. So thank you for the contribution that you do 

make, and please remember that your support for your child’s education and the school as a whole is 

invaluable. I hope that contribution and involvement will continue for many years to come. Should 

you have any questions about the inspection process or the report I or any other member of the 

Senior Leadership Team will be very happy to answer them at any forthcoming school events. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ian Cooksey 

 

 


